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N the Ane Volamhe:1 we gave nd ac- 
count of the proceedings of the Houſe of Com- 
mons about the South. ſea affair; but not having 
room to finiſn that matter, we ſhall now reſume the 3 
ee ne erp it. 0 eee 
The Houſs of Lords ha n now rela upon i the 
South=ſea affair, and had made a conſiderable pro- 
greſs in that/inqui _ Their Lordſhips being met 
again on the ꝗth of January, the ſub- governor and 
deputy-governor of the South. ſea company laid be- 
fore them ſeveral of the Papers they had called for, 
and the next Pay their Lordſhips went into a grand 
committee, of which the Earl Clarendon was choſen 
chairman, to conſider of the ſtate of the nation, with 
relation to publick credit. Some of the court Lords 
were the firſt that complained of the miſmanagement 
of the South. ſea directors, which had occaſioned the 
reſent diſtreſs and — and among the reſt, 
Earl Stanbope ſaid, That the eſtates of the crimi- 
nals, whether directors or not directors, ought to be 
confiſcated, to make good the public loſſes. The 
Lord Carteret ſpoke to the ſame effect, as did like- 
wiſe the Earl of Sunderland, Who owned indeed, 
© That he had been for the Soutb-ſea ſcheme, 
. becauſe he thought it Tn * the advantage: 


You, VIII, of 
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of the nation, in order to leſſen the public debt, 
and in particular, to take off the heavy incum- 
< brance of long annuities; and no man could ima- 
gine, that ſo good a deſigncould have been ſo per- 
* verted in the execution, as to produce quite con- 
< trary effects: But that, in his opinion, no act of 
Parliament had ever been ſo much abuſed as the 
 South-ſea Act, and therefore he would go as far as 
© any body to puniſh the offenders.“ Several Lords 
were ſomewhat ſurprized to find themſelves foreſtal- 


led by thoſe whom they were ready to oppoſe, upon 


a ſuppoſition, that they entertained more favourable 
thoughts towards the directors, againſt whom the 
others leſt them little to ſay: Nevertheleſs, ſeveral 
Lords ſpoke both againſt the Soutb-/ea ſcheme, and 
the execution of it, and among the reſt, the Duke 
of Wharton ſaid, That they ought to have no re- 
ſpect of perſons: That, for his part, he would give 
up the beſt friend he had: That the nation had 
been plundered in a moſt flagrant and notorious 
manner, and therefore they ought to find out the 
© offenders, and then puniſh them with the utmoſt 
«| feverity-* The Lord North and Grey, the Earl of 
Avingdon, and ſome: others, urged alſo the ill effects 
of the Sonth- ſaa project, which the Lord Biſhop of 
Rocheſter juſtly compared to a peſtilence. Earl Cow- 
per fpoke likewiſe on the ſame fide: And in particu- 
lar, Blamed thoſe, who, by the Act of Parliament, 
vero appointed to overlook and check the South-ſza 
directors; and who, in diſcharge of that truſt, 
i ought to have prevented their jumping from a ſub- 
ſeription at 400 to 1000, which was the main 
<- cauſe of the misfortunes that enſued.” The Earl of 
Sunderland finding himſelf and the other Lords of 
the treaſury thus attacked, ſpoke in his own and their 
vindication, and ſaid, That by the Sauth-ſea Ack 
they were directed ta appoint ſuch perſons as they 
_ © ſhould think fit, to be managers and directors on 
the part of the treaſury, for the due execution * 
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A. 1721. DE BAT E S. 
* the ſaid Act: That as they had reaſon to look up- 


© on thoſe perſons who had the principal ſhare in 
© framing this ſcheme, as the moſt able and proper 


to execute it, they had accordingly appointed ſome 


ol the Souib. ſea directors, to be managers and di- 
rectors for the treaſury : Concluding, that in this 


they had followed former precedents. Hereupon 


a queſtion was propoſed and ſtarted, that the com- 


miſſion iſſued out by the Lords Commiſſioners of his 


Majeſty's Treaſury, to three of the directors of the 
South. ſea company, c. was according to former pre- 


cedents, and legal. This occaſioned a great debate, 


which laſted till eight in the evening: But after the 


reading of ſome papers, the Lord Harcourts opi- 
nionfor the affirmative prevailed, bya majority of 63 
voices againſt 28, who were for the negative z — 
moſt of Who entered their proteſt againſt that reſo- 
lution. This done, ſome Lords moved for appointing 
a ſecret committee, to inquire into all the proceedings 
relating to the execution of the South. ſea Act; but 
this was oppos'd by others, who faid that they 
ought; in the moſt ſolemn manner, to examine 
the perſons concerned; whereupon it was reſoly- 
ed to refurtie the Affair the Thurſday following, 
when the ſub-governor, deputy-governor, directors, 


and officers of the Sonth-ſea company, were ordered to 


attend; | et the 
| Accordingly, on the 12th of January, the ſub- 


- governor, deputy-governor, about 24 of the direc- 


tors, Mr. Robert Knizh!, treaſurer, Mr. Surman his 
— 1 and ſome — inferior officers, attended the 
Houſe of Lords, and at the bar were ſworn to make 
true anſwers to ſuch queſtions as ſhould be put to 
them. After this the Lords went into a grand com- 
mittee; and in the firſt place, examined the ſub- 
governor, deputy-governor, and treafurer, ſepa- 
rately, and then the directors; and in the intervals, 
read feveral papers that had been laid before the 
Houfe, Theſe examinations laſted till nine at night, 

| - B 2 . when 
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when after a ſmall debate, their Lordſhips reſolved, 
that the ſub-governor and directors of the South-/ea 
company had prevaricated with them, in giving 
falſe repreſentations of ſeveral matters of fact: That 
by lending money on ſtock and ſubſcriptions, they 
were guilty of a notorious breach of truſt; and that 
they ought to make good the loſſes which the com- 
pany, had ſuſtained by their fraudulent management. 
Some Lords were willing not to involve all the di- 
re&ors in this cenſure, and to diſtinguiſh the innocent 
from the guilty 3 but they were told, that the whole 
ourt of directors were guilty, either in acting or aſ- 
enting, upon which thoſe Lords acquieſced in de- 
claring them all criminal. After this, the directors 
being called in again, the Lord Chancellor gave 
them a ſevere reprimand for giving the houſe ſuch 
lame accounts, and for having ordered their clerks 
to omit ſeveral material Things in the copies that had 
been laid before the Houſe; commanding them, 
at the ſame time, to lay before the Lords Commit - 
tees, either the originals themſelves of ſeveral ac- 
counts of their treaſury, or authentic copies of them. 
Then their Lordſhips adjourned the farther conſi- 
deration of that affair till the 16th of Fanuary. 
Fan. 14. The Committee of Secrecy appointed by 
the Houſe of Commons, repaired in the morning to 
the Scutb. ſea Houſe, took poſſeſſion of it, and of all 


the books belonging to the ſeveral Offices, and af- 
terwards examined ſeverally, the ſub-governor, the 
deputy-governor, Sir John Blunt, and Mr. Grigsby, 
Accountant-general,., who, by reaſon, of his being 


much, indiſpoſed with the gout, could not attend the 


Houle of Lords. Theſe: Examinations , laſted *till 
near ten at night; and the ſecret Committee conti- . 
nued the next Monday, and the following days, their 
inquiries . with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs and unwearied 


application, 


Jan. 16. Sir John Blunt attended with his brethren | 
at the Houſe of Lords, who, after they had examin- 


ed 
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ed Sir John Fellows, Mr. Joye, and Mr. Knight, 


put off the farther examination oſ that affair to the 


Thurſday. following, when Mr. Stroude, Mr. W- 
 manſel, Mr. Teftard, Mr. Lacour, Mr. Lockier, and 


ſome other brokers, who negotiated for the South 


ſea directors, were ordered to attend; In the mean 


time their Lordſhips ordered a bill to be brought in 
To diſable the preſent ſub-governor, deputy-governor, 


and directors of the South- ſea company, at and from 


and aſter the reſpective times for elefting a ſub-gover= 


nor, and deputy-governor, and new directors of the ſaid 


company, to take, hold, or enjoy any office, place, or 


employment in the ſaid company, or in the Eaſt- India 


company, or Bank of England, and from voting upon 
elefions in the ſaid company: Which bill was accord- 
ingly brought in and read-twice on the 19th. 

The ſame Day the Lords, in a grand committee, 
examined ſeverally, the ſub-governor, deputy-go- 
vernor, and treaſurer of the Souzh-/ea company, as 
alſo four of the brokers, viz. Mr. Stroud, Mr. Teſt- 
ard, Mr. Lacour, a Few,” and his ſon: By which 
three laſt their Lordſhips'made large diſcoveries, and 
having fat till ſeven in the evening, adjourned to 
Saturday the 21ſt. e ek | 

Fan. 21. The ſub-governor, deputy-governor, 
and directors, petitioned their Lordſhips to be heard 
by their counſel againſt the bill for diſabling them; 
but that petition was rejected, and the bill read the 
third time, paſſed,*and ſent down to the Commons 
for their concurrence, - Then the Lords, in a grand 
committee, received and examined ſome of the ex- 
tracts of the brokers books that had been called for; 
by which it appearing, that large quantities of South- 
ſea ſtock had been transferred to the uſe of Mr. Ai- 
ſabie, one of the Lords of the Treaſury, ſeveral Lords 
took notice of it, and, among the reſt, the Duke of 
Wharton ſaid, He hoped ſome great men would 
* produce ſome good fruit, elſe they would break out 
into blotches, that would ſtick upon them like 

v1 LS 2 | the 
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the leproſy of Naaman the Syrian in Gebazi. 
The Earl of Peterborough madeaiſo a notable ſpeech 
on that occaſion ; and then their Lordſhips adjourn- 
£d to the 24th, when ſome other brokers were or- 


dered to attend.  _ mT 
In the mean Time, Mr. Knight, treaſurer of the 
South-ſaa company, who was intruſted with the prin- 
cipal ſecret of this dark Intrigue, either of his own 
accord, or, as *twas ſhrewdly ſuſpected, at the ſug- 
geſtion of others, thought fit to retire out of the king- 
dom; and having, on Sunday the 22d, abſented 
himſelf from his houſe, embarked on Monday morn- 
ing in the river, on board a veſſel that carried him 
the ſame evening to Calais. The ſame morning, a 
porter delivered to Mr. Surman the following letter, 
directed to the Souih-ſea directors. 4 


Gentlemen, | 
Iirite this from a true ſenſe of the obligation I am 
under to make up my accounts with the company, 
and to pay them their full demand: And tho ſelf-pre- 
fervation has obliged me to withdraw my ſelf from the 
reſentment againſt the direfiors and my ſelf, yet 1 am 
not conſcious to my ſelf of having done any one thing that 
I can reproach my ſelf for, ſo far as relates to an honeſt 
fncere intention and zeal for the company; but I can 
and do charge my ſelf with a great many indiſcretions, 
and am (beſides the concern I muſt be under for leaving 
my own family, friends, &c. ) very ſenſibly touch'd with 
what you are like to ſuffer on this account; and it-will 
be the more, I am afraid, from your want of unani- 
mity, which I heartily recommend to you for the fu- 
ture, and, I am fure, wiſh you as well as you wiſh 
Jour el ves. i ies 
I write this at @ diſtance from home, and under a 
great deal of concern, fo cannot be ſo particular, as 
et berwiſe 1 would have been, I have herewith ſent 
Ar. Surman the key of my desks, who knows ſo much 
of the State of the caſo, as to be able to make it up. There 


are 
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art a good many bills of exchange, and other payments, 

to write off, and the weekly receipts io write on. There 
is caſh in the Bank, in the ay ag book, which, to- 
gether with the Notes taken on the third and fourth ſub- 
ſeriptions, and the company's bonds, will make up the 
balance, as 1 do believe: But if it fall ſhort, I haue 
3000 equivalent ſtock, 1600 Bank ſtock, 2000 India 


and South-ſea ſtock, over and above what I owe the 


company on the loan, as will be ſufficient to make it up 
with money owing on ſecurities on my particular account. 
The company need not deliver or be eue for the ſub- 
ſcription receipts or ſtock on the third and fourth ſubſcrip- 
tions, unleſs theſe notes are paid; ſo the Loſs can only be 
the difference between the ſubſcriptions and money in va- 
lue; and I think, it would be hard for me to bear the 
toſs, becauſe the clerks took by far the greateſt part of 
them, as thinking them better than none; and moſt « 
them would have been non-payments, if they had been 
refuſed : However, I ſubmit this to the company. 1 
have taken with me but little more than a ſufficiency to 
maintain my ſelf, and the effefts left will more than an- 
ſwer for all deficiencies. 1 have Kd no land in 
truſt for me, nor have I ever conveyed or ſettled any 
part of that I had formerly, or have bought lately; 
it remains to anſwer any demands on me from the 
company or the legiſlature. I have witharawn my 
ſelf only to avoid the weight of the 2 2 which I 
found too heavy for me; and I am ſenſible that it would 
have been impoſſible for me to have avoided the appear- 
ance and charge of prevarication and perjury, not from 
my own intention to do ſo, but from the largeneſs and 
extent of the inquiry, and the nature and latgeneſs of 
the tranſactions. 1am ſure I am à great deal concern- 
ed to add to your preſent difficulties; though I muſt ſay, 


that I have deſerved heiter Uſage than Ihave had from 


the court the laſt week: But this“ I ſay without any re- 
ſentment, otherwiſe than that it has been an addition to 
the weight T had before upon me. h 


* : 
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I am preſ9d for time, ſo. can only aſſure you that I 
am, with all reſpełs, in inclination though-not in power, 


Gentlemen, 
FPour moſt obedient + 
Sunday Evening, 7... 
Jan. 22, 1720. bhhumble Servant, 


| Robert Knight. 


Mr. Surman delivered this letter to the committee 


of ſecrecy, then ſitting at the South-/ea Houſe, from 
whence they immediately repaired: to the Houle of 
Commons, and in their name Sir Thomas Pengelly ac- 
quainted the Houſe, that they had that morning re- 
ceived information, that Mr. Robert Knight, caſhier 
of the South-ſea company, had, on Saturday night 
laſt, (after he had been in part examined by the ſaid 
committee) withdrawn himſelf from his habitation, 
and had not been heard of ſince by his family. Here- 
upon it was reſolved, Nemine contradicente, to pre- 


ſent two addreſſes to his Majeſty, that he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed, firſt, immediately to iſſue his 


royal proclamation, (with ſuch reward as his Maje- 
ſty ſhould think proper) for diſcovering, apprehend- 
ing, and detaining Mr. Robert Knight, in order that 
he might be brought to Juſtice. 24ly, To give or- 
ders, that the ports might be-forthwith ſtopt ; and 
that ſuch effectual care might be taken of the coaſts, 
as might prevent the ſaid Mr. Knight, or any of the 
directors, or other officers of the South-/ea.company, 


from eſcaping out of this kingdom, | Theſe: two ad- 


dreſſes. were immediately carried to the King at St. 
Fames's by Mr. Methuen, comptroller of the houſ- 
hold, who being retarned, acquainted the houſe, by 
his Majeſty's command, that his Majeſty would im- 
mediately give the neceſſary orders and directions 
according to the deſires of this Houſe, 


In 
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ln the mean time, the Commons having ordered 

the doors of their Houſe to be locked up, and the 

keys to be brought upon the table, and ſummoned 
Sir Robert Chaplin, Sir Theodore Fanſſen, and Facob 

Sawbridge, Eſq; to attend in their places immediate- 
ly, General Roſe, and ſome other members of the 

ſecret committee, acquainted the Houſe, That they 

had already diſcovered a train of the deepeſt villa- 

ny and fraud that hell ever contrived to ruin a na- 

« tion, which, in due time, they would lay before 


c the Houſe; and that in the mean while, in order 


to a farther diſcovery, they thought it highly ne- 
ceſſary to ſecure the perſons of ſome of the direc- 
tors and principal South-Fea officers, and to ſeize 


; 1 papers.“ Hereupon, it was ordered, 1ſt, That 


r. Edward Woriley, Mr, Hutcheſon, and Mr. Clay- 


on, go immediately and ſecure all books and papers 


belonging to or in the cuſtody of Mr. Robert Knight, 
Mr. Robert Surman, and Mr. Jobn Grigsby. Adly, 
That Mr. Robert Surman, deputy-caſhier, and Mr. 
Fobu Grigsby, Accomptant of the $South-ſea Compa- 
ny, be taken into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at 
Arms attending the Houſe. 3dly, That Mr. Roſſe, 
and Mr. Sloper,:go immediately and ſecure all ſuch 
books and papers belonging to, or in the cuſtody of 
Elias Turner, Sir George Caſwal and Company, as 
they ſhould think neceſſary to be ſecured for the pub- 
lic ſervice. 4zhly, ' That Sir Fohbn Blunt, Bart. Sir 
Jobn Lambert, Bart. two of the directors, and Sir 
Jobn Fellows, Bart. ſub-governor of the South -Sea 
Company, be taken into the cuſtody of the Serjeant 
at Arms attending this Houſe. Then Mr. Sawbridge, 
and Sir Theodore Fanſſen being come into the Houſe, 
a motion was ſeverally made, that they were guilty 
of a notorious breach of truſt, as directors of the 
South-Sea Company, and thereby occaſioned ' very 
great loſs to great numbers of his Majeſty's ſubjects, 


and had highly prejudiced the public credit : And 


Mr. Sawbridge and Sir Theodore Fanſſen having _— | 
WT rally 
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rally been heard in their places, and being withdrawn, 
the queſtion was ſeverally put upon the ſaid motion, 
and carried in the affirmative, nemine contradicente; 


after which, it was ordered, that the ſaid Jacob Saw- 
bridge, and Sir Theodore Fanſſen be, for their ſaid of- 


fence, expelled this houſe, and taken into the cuſtody 


of the Serjeant at arms: It was alſo ordered, that the 


Committee of ſecrecy ſhould ſecure all papers be- 
longing to, or in the cultody of, the ſub-governor, 
directors, or other officers of the Souih- Sea compa- 
ny, directed to be taken into cuſtody ; that Sir Ro- 


ert Chaplin, and Francis Eyles Eſq; ſhould attend in 


their places on Saturday morning next, and that the 
call of the houſe be farther adjourned *till the next 
day feven-night, FX 


January 24. The Lords in a grand Committee, 
examined Mr. Foye, deputy-governor of the South- 
Sea company, who made a very ingenuous confeſſion 
of ſeveral important matters, and communicated to 


their Lordſhips the letter before-mentioned from 


Mr. Knight to the directors, which their Lordſhips 
cauſed to be read. After this, the Lords Commit- 
tees examined ſeverally Mr. Zoye, and the brokers, 


and upon a motion made by Earl Stanbope, Sir Wil- 


tam Chapman, Mr. Holditch, Mr. Hawes, Mr. Gib- 
bon, and Mr. Chefter, five of the South-Sea directors, 
were ordered to be taken into the cuſtody of the 
Gentleman-uſher of the Blacł- rod. | 

The fame day, the Commons reſolved, nemine 
contradicente, to addreſs his Majeſty that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions to his Mini- 
ſters reſiding in the courts of foreign Princes and 
States, in alliance with his Majeſty, that they ſhould 
make their application, that Mr. Robert Knight, 
caſhier of the South-Sea company, if he ſhould ſhelter 
himſelf in any of their dominions, might be ſurren- 
dered, in order to his being brought to juſtice ; which 
directions his Majeſty gave accordingly, 
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Fax. 25. The members of the Committee of fe- 


crecy, who had been ordered to ſecure the papers of 
ſeveral perſons, acquainted the Commons, that they 
had obeyed the ſaid orders. Then the Commons re- 
ceived a meſſage from the Lords, acquainting them, 
that their Lordſhips had, for divers weighty reaſons, 
ordered Sir MVilliam Chapman, Bart. Robert Cheſter. 
Edward Gibbon, Francis Hawes, and Richard Holditch, 
Eſqrs, directors of the South. ſea company, to be 
taken into cuſtody of the Gentleman- uſner of the 
Black-rod attending their houſe, and their papers, and 
the papers ef Mr. Clark, the company's Sollicitor, 
to be ſeized by the ſaid Gentleman-uſher ; and had 
likewife given order to the ſaid Gentleman-uſher, 
that the ſaid perſons and their papers, ſhould be, 
from time to time, produced, in ſuch manner as 
ſhould be defired by the Houſe of Commons, or by 
any Committee of that houſe. Which meſſage con- 


tributed very much to keep up a good correſpon- . 


dence between both houſes. The ſame afternoon 
the King went to the Houſe of Peers, with the uſual 
ſtate and ſolemnity, and the Commons being ſent 
for up, and attending, his Majefty gave the royal 
aſſent to the following public bills, vix. 


An alt for reſtraining the ſub-governor, deputy-go- 
vernar, directors, treaſurer, or caſhier, deputy-caſhier, 


and accomptant of the South-ſea Company, from going 


out of this kingdom for the ſpare of one year, and until 
the end of the then next ſeſſion of Parliament, and for 


diſcovering their eſtates and effects, and for preventing 


the tranſporting or alienating the ſame. 

An al to diſable the preſent ſub-governor, deputy-go- 
uernor, and directors of the South-fea company, at, 
from, and after the reſpective times for elefting a ſub= 


governor, deputy-governor, and new direftorsof the ſaid 


company, to take, hold, or enjoy any office, place, or in- 
ployment in the ſaid company, or in the Eatt- India com- 
| | | 1 pany, 
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pany, or Bank of England, and from voting upon elec- 


tions in the ſaid companies, 


The ſame day, the Lords in a grand Committee, 
examined ſeveral of the South-Sea directors, particu- 
larly Mr, Aſtell, and Sir Harcourt Maſters, who made 
very ingenuous and large diſcoveries, and named 


ſeveral perſons, both in the adminiſtration, and in the 


Houſe of Commons, to whom large ſums in South. Sea 

ſtock, had been given for procuring the paſſing of 
the South-Sea act. This examination laſted about 
Four hours; after which, upon a motion made by 
the Earl Stanbope, and ſeconded by the Lord Viſ- 
count;Townſhend and Earl Cowper, their Lordſhips 
came to the following unanimous reſolution, viz. ' 


reckt, Reſolved, By the Lords ſpiritual and temporal in 


Parliament aſſembled, '* That the taking in of ſtock, 
the transferring of ſtock belonging to the South-See 
company, or giving credit for the ſame, without a 
© valuable conſideration actually paid, or ſufficiently 
© ſecured; or the purchafing ſtock by any director 
cor agent of the South-Sea company, for the uſe or 
benefit of any perſon in the adminiſtration, or any 
member of either Houle of Parliament, during ſuch 
< time as the late bill relating to the South-Sea com- 
s. pany was depending laſt year in Parliament, was 
© a-wotorious and moſt dangerous corruption. 


. After which, their Lordſhips ordered the ſaid re- 
ſolution to be forthwith printed and publiſhed. - 


e Sir e Chaplin": and. Se le, 


Eſq; two members of the houſe, and directors of the 
South-$ea company, attending in their places, the 
ſame cenfure was, ſeverally paſſed upon them, as four 
days before on Mr. Sawbridze and Sir Theodore Fanſ- 
ſen, and they were both, for their offence, expelled 
the houſe. After this, the Commons, in a grand 

Committee, 


oO A Fil — K a FAY K N a Aa x 


a os ow fy 


4 ETC ĩ˙' I. ASS. - AR. ect » 


ER AY SE i. Me ra Ces 1. ob. AS 


5 
e 
E 
＋ 
— 
d 
d 
5 


A. 172171 D E B AT E S. 


Committee, went a the Ball for bull na- 


ling and, defertion, &c. 
"On. che 28th, a. ſelect Sa 2 the pane of 


whom. the Earl of Weſtmoreland was choſen Chair- 
man, examined the ſeveral papers that had been laid 


before them, relating to the South-/ea affair, and ſe- 
gregrated and culled: out ſuch as their Lordſhips 
thought neceſſary. On the 31ſt of January, their 
Lordſhips in a grand Committee, examined "owe 
brokers, as alſo Mr. Waller, ſon-in-law to Mr. A/ 

bie, and Mr. Afeil, ſeverally, in relation to a great 


quantity of South. ſea ſtock which appeared to have 


been transferred to, and negotiated by the ſaid Mr. 


Waller, who pretended not to have kept minutes of 


what he had done in Excbange- alley. This ſome of 
the Lords looked upon as prevarication, and after 
the ſaid Examination had laſted till near ſeven in the 
evening, their Lordſhips came to the n re- 


ſolution, viz. 


1 * 
or 
s: 


„That the Ne IP the South- Sea. company, Reſolution 


© having ordered great quantities of their ſtock to 
be bought for the ſervice, of the ſaid company, 


tence of keeping up the price of the ſtock; and, 


other officers belonging to the ſaid company, ha- 
vin in a clandeſtine. Manner, ſold their own 


” - * — 


: 0 A 4 A 8 a K&R & Au 


Feb, + . The Lords ſent a meſlige to the —.— 


mons, acquainting them, that their Lordſhips having 


under their examination, ſeyeral matters of impor-. 
tance relating to the South-ſea company, deſired, . 


that ſuch of the ee of the ſaid Company, 000 
other 


when ſtock was at a very high price, and on pre- 


at the Tring time, ., ſeveral of the directors, and 


of theLords 
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other Perſons, as were in the cuſtody of the Serjeant 
at arms, might be from time to time produced be- 
fore their Lordſhips, or any Committee of their houſe 
when deſired; which was readily complied with, an 
an order was thereupon made for the Serjeant at 
arms, or his deputy, to attend the Lords with ſuch 
of the directors, or other officers of the Soutb- Sea 
company as were in his cuſtody, in ſuch manner, 
as was defired by their Lordſhips.” ALD 

The next day, Mr. Robert Walpole preſented to 
the houſe, a bill of fonts for ingrafting part of the ca- 
pital flock and fund of the South-Sea company into the 
Rock and fund of the bank of England, and another 
part thereof into the flock and fund'of the Eaft-India 
company; which was read the firſt time, and ordered 
to be read'a fecond on the 7th of February, to which 
day the Commons adjourned. e 


On the 2d of Febrnary, the Lords, in a grand 

Committee, examined Mr. Hawes, one of the late 
© ©. = directors of the Soutb- Sea company, and ſome of 
the brokers; after which, their Lordſhips came to 

the following reſolutions, viz. 185 8 1 


| Reſolutions 1. © That the directors, Ec. buying the Midſun- 
Tann he. men dividend about the 4th of Famary, 1719-20, 
Sexth-Sea and paying $55. down, and 3 J. after the receipt 


areur- . of the faid dividend, was à fraud to the perſons 


« with whom they contracted. 


2. © That the giving a premium for the refufal 


of ſtock at higher prices than they knew the value 


© was, was a fraudulent artifice to raiſe the-price of 


« ſtock. 


3. ' © That promoting the third ſupſeription at 
ro per cent. was to anſwer a particular end, and 


4. That 
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4. That the declaring 30 per cent. dvidend for 


the half year, ending at Chriſtmas, and 50 per cent. 
« per aun. for no leſs than 12 years after, was a vil- 


« Jainous artifice to delude and defraud his Majeſty's. 


good fubjetts, 
3. That the declaring the Midſummer dividend 


2 © to be paid in ſtock, when they had money by 


© them to anſwer the ſame, was a notorious fraud, and 
vas one occaſion of the misfortunes that enſued. 


Fab. 9. The Lord Molefwarth, from the Com- 


mittee of ſecrecy, acquainted the Commons that they 
had received information, that Mr. Robert Knight, 
late caſhier of the SouthSeza company, was taken, 
and was in cuſtody in the caſtle of Antwerp: Here- 
upon his Lordſhip moved, and it was reſolved, ne- 
mine contradicente, that an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeity, to return his Majeſty the 
thanks of this houſe, - his great goodneſs in giving 
ſuch effectual directions to his Miniſters abroad for 
ſecuring Mr. Robert Knight, purſuant to the addreſs 


of this houſe; and humbly to deſire, that his Ma- 
jeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to give orders to 


his Miniſters, reſiding in the courts of Vienna and 
Bruſſels, to make the proper applications, and uſe 
the moſt effectual inſtances, that the perſon of the 
ſaid Mr. Robert Knight, together with his papers and 


effects, might be ſecured, and delivered up to ſuch 


perſons as his Majeſty ſnould appoint to receive the 
ſame; and that his Majeſty would be graciouſly 
pleaſed: to give orders, upon the faid Mr. Robert 


Knight's being brought into Great Britain, that he 


be forthwith delivered and put into the cuſtody of 
the Serjeant at arms attending this houſe. This ad- 
dreſs was immediately ſent to the King by Mr. Me- 
buen, Comptroller of the houſnold, who being ſoon 
aſter returned, acquainted the houſe that hisMajefly had 
commanded him to acquaint the houſe, that he would 

79 give 
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give the neceſſary orders and directions according to 
the deſires of this houſe; and that in caſe his Ma- 
jeſty's Endeavours to have him ſecured and brought 
over into Great Britain ſhould ſucceed, his Majeſty 
would forthwith cauſe him to be delivered into the 

cuſtody of the Serjeant at arms attending this houſe. 
The Commons were extremely well pleaſed with this 
anſwer, and adjourned the call. of their houſe to that 
day ſeven- night. We muſt take notice, that while 
Mr. Comptroller was upon preſenting the addreſs 
before- mentioned, a queſtion was propoſed, that 
the directors of the Sorb-ſea coinpany do forthwith 
lay before this houſe, an account of what ſtock the 
ſaid company will give to the proprietors of the four 
money-ſubſcriptions; for] the money actually paid 
in upon: the ſaid ſubſcrĩptions reſpectively: But the 


now put, it paſſed in the negative. 


previous queſtion, being put, that that queſtion be 
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The ſame day, (Fb. g.) a noble Earl took notice 


in the houſe of Peers of the report of Mr. Knight's 


being taken and in Cuſtody, which being a matter 
in which the public was highly concerned, he deſired 
thoſe in the adminiſtration to acquaint the houſe whe- 
ther there was any ground for that report. The 


Earl of 5 — d having, upon this, informed the 


houſe in what manner Mr. Knight had been _— 
and Ireſs | 

his Majeſty, to order his Miniſters abroad to uſe the 
moſt effectual inſtances to have him delivered up and 
ſent over. Hereupon the Lord who ſpoke firſt, re- 
preſented, That the perſon who at preſent took 


hended and ſecured, a motion was made to a 


care of his Majeſty's affairs at Bruſſels, being a 


© foreigner,” it were therefore proper for the houſe 
< either to ſend a meſſenger of their own, or to de- 
fire his Majeſty to ſend a ſpecial Meſſenger to 


bring over Mr. Knight, who was ſo material an 
evidence in the preſent inquiry into the villainous 
© frauds committed by the late South. ſea directors 
291 and 
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< and their abettors. The Lord Viſcount Townſhend, 
who, the day before, was declared Principal Secre- 
tary of State (in the room of the Earl Stanhope, who 
had died ſuddenly four days before) ſaid thereupon, 
That either of theſe would be ſo far diſreſpectful, 
as it would imply a diſtruſt of his Majeſty's care 
< in this affair, which they had all the reaſon in the 
World to be ſatisfied in: That upon the applica- 
tion made to his — for uſing his endeavours 
to get Mr. Knight ſecured, twelve expreſſes were 
© immediately Aifpatched, for that purpoſe to his 
« Majeſty's Miniſters abroad; and that theſe orders 
had been executed with ſuch punctuality and di- 
* ligence by the Secretary of his Majeſty's reſident 
© at Bruſſels, That Mr. Knight was actually appre- 
«* hended and in ſafe cuſtody : Concluding, that it 
became the wiſdom of that auguſt afſembly, to 
« exprels their grateful acknowledgments to his Ma- 
jeſty for his paſt care, and to rely on his future en- 
E « deavours for getting Mr. Might delivered up, and 
8 « ſent over.“ This being agreed to, an addreſs, 
r Nb,much to the fame effect with that of the Commons, 
d vas preſented to his Majeſty ; who appointed Colo- 
- | nel Churchill to go to the court of Vienna, to make 
1e inſtances for the delivering up of Mr. Kmghr. 


// ꝰ˙ͤ; ˙ j WW. 
I 3 
R 


16 $3 $754 4 

2 Feb. 1 5. Mr. Comptroller delivered to the Com- 

8 mons the following meſſage from his Majefty. 

id; GEORGE R. | 

e- H Is Majeſty having received a petition from the Ty. King's 

oK 1 court of directors of the South - ſea company, re- Mellageto 
a lating to the payment of the money due t6 the public mons. 

aſe ' from the ſaid company, has thought fit to tranſmit the 

le- Þ /aid petition to the Houſe of Commons 3 and at the ſame 

to lime, to acquaint them, that his Majeſty has no ohjectiun 

an 70 the Parliament's giving to the South-ſea company 

dus ſuch eaſe and relief, in the times of making the payments 

ors Wo VIII. of: 8 due 
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due to the public, as the houſe ſhall think fit and rea- 
enable. | 4 | K . . | 


This meſſage was referred to the conſideration of 
a committee of the whole houſe the Friday following; 
and then a clauſe was ordered to be inſerted in the 
bill for. ingrafting part of the Stock and fund of the 
South-ſea company, io reſtrain the corporations f the 
bank.of England, f the South-ſea company, and of 
the Eaſt-India company, from lending any ſum of mo- 
ney to their proprietors upon their ſtock, exceeding 100 |, 
for 100 l. capital flock. Then the Commons in a 
4 committee, made a farther progreſs in that 


Feb. 16. Mr. Broderick, from the committee of 
ſecrecy, to whom it was referred to inquire into all 
the proceedings relating to the execution of the act 
of che laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, intitled, An alt for 
enabling the South- Sea company to increaſe their preſent 
capital ftock, &c. reported the matter as it appeared] 
to them, which they had directed him to report to 

1 the Houſe; and having read the ſame report in his 

No. 1 place, which took up near two hours and an half, 
be delivered it in at the table, where the ſame was] 
again read. It was then moved, that the ſaid report a 
be printed; but after ſeveral ſpeeches had been made o 
thereupon, it was thought fit to order, that the ſaid et 
report be taken into conſideration upon Saturday w 
next. neee of 
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On the 17th of February, the Commons, in af p. 
committee of the whole houſe, conſidered of the of 
King's meſſage relating to the Souib. ſea company's, 
petition, and came to the following reſolutions, viz. / 
1. That the payment of the ſum of four millions ſc 
one hundred fifty ſix thouſand three hundred ſix re 
pounds four ſhillings eleven pence, due to the public} by 
by the Souib-ſea company, by virtue of the act 5 de 
the 
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the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, and made payable 


within one year, by four equal and quarterly. pay- 
ments, the firſt payment commencingthe 25th day of 


March 1721, be farther delayed and poſtponed to the 


year 1722 and that farther proviſion be made for the 
more effectual payment thereof. 2. That the repay- 
ment of the ſum of one million, which was lent to the 
South-ſea company, on or about the 7th of June, 


| 1720, be poſtponed to the 7th day of June 1722. 


- Feb.11/ Theſe reſolutions were reported by Mr. 
Furrer, and agreed to by the houſe ; and it was there- 
upon ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the com- 


mittee of the whole houſe, to whom the ingrafting 


bill was committed, that they have power to receive 
a clauſe or olauſes purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions. 
After this, the Serjeant at arms was ordered to ſum- 
mon the members in the places adjacent to attend 
the ſervice of the houſe, who then proceeded to take 
the report from the committee of ſecrecy into conſi- 
deration; and after ſome ſpeeches on the ſeveral 
parts of it, the houſe came unanimouſly to the ſeve- 
ral following reſolutions : - FA 


1. That the late ſub-governor, deputy-governar, 
and directors of the South-ſea company, and their 


officers, and their aiders and abettors, in lending out 


the company's money upon ſtock: and ſubſcriptions, 


| without taking ſufficient ſecurity for repay ment there- 


of, have been guilty of a notorious breach of. truſt, 
and have thereby occaſioned great loſs to the com- 


1 


of their on eſtates. 


25 That the ſelling or diſpoſing of ſtock or ſab- 


pany, for which they ought to make ſatisfaction out 


ſcriptions transferred or depoſited as a ſecurity for the 


repayment of the money ſo lent, was a notorious 


breach of the truſt repoſed in the ſaid ſub-governor, ; 
deputy-governor, directors, and their officers, and a 
C 2 fraud 
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fraud on the proprietors, in order to inrich them- 
ſelves, for which they ought to make ſatisfaction out 
of their own eſtates. . 5 

3. That the taking in or holding of ſtock by 
the South-ſea company, for the benefit of any mem- 


ber of either houſe of Parliament, or perſon con- 


cerned in the adminiſtration, (during the time that 
the company's propoſals, or the bill thereto relating, 
were depending in Parliament) without any valuable 


conſideration paid, or ſufficient ſecurity given for the 


acceptance of, or payment for ſuch ſtock; and the 
company's paying or allowing ſuch perſon the diffe- 


rence ariſing by the advanced price of the ſtocks, 


were corrupt, infamous, and dangerous practices, 


and highly reflecting on the honour and juſtice of Par- 


liaments, and deſtructive of the intereſts of his Ma- 


jeſty's government. 


4. That any of che din dere of the South- 5 . 


pany ſelling their own ſtock at high prices to the 
company or others, at the ſame time that they gave 


orders for buying ſtock upon acocunt of the com- 
pany, under | mor of keeping up the nominal va- 
lue of the ſaid ſtock, was a ſcandalous practice, tend- 
ing to inrich themſelves, to the great loſs and de- 
triment of the company, and of others of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, for which they ought to make ſatisfaction 
out of their own eſtates. | | 


| g. That the declaring a dividend of 30 per Cent. 
for Chriſtmas laft, and not leſs than 30 per Cent. 


per Annum for not leſs than 12 years after, was an 


infamous contrivance to give his ery kt ſubjects 
falſe notions of the value of the ſaid ſtock, that the 


late eee ee more eaſily diſpoſe of their own 


ſtock at itant prices. 


5 e 
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ho 6. That the ſetting the ſtock of the South. ſea 
t company, to ſale by ſubſcriptions at high prices, above 
the intrinfic value of the fame, by the late ſub- go- 


| 
| 
| 
\- company, was a groſs and notorious fraud, and has | 
[ 
| 


y vernor, deputy-governor, and directors of the ſaid 
= been one great cauſe of the ſinking of the public 
it credit, and bringing upon the nation the diſtreſs it at 
g. preſent labours under. | | 

le FS aps” | 

1e 7. That the adviſing the late ſub-governor, de- 


12 puty-governor, and directors of the South-ſea com- | 
e- pany, to ſet the ſtock of the ſaid company to ſale by 
8, ſubſcriptions at high and extravagant prices, or to 
s, declare the high and extravagant dividends for 
- Chriſtmas laſt, and twelve years after, by any perſons 
a- in the adminiſtration, was a notorious breach of the 

| truſt repoſed in them, to the prejudice of his Ma- 

jeſty's government, and the intereſt of this king- | 
N dom. 8 : | f SE ' 
he Then the farther conſideration of the ſaid report | 
ve | was adjourned to the 2 iſt, when, after ſome time | 
n- | ſpent therein, the Commons came to the farther u- | 
a- nanimous reſolutions that follow, viz. 


le- 8. That the entry in the caſh-book of the Southb- F 
„'s e company, of five hundred ſeventy four thouſand. — 
on | five hundred pounds ſtock, pretended to be ſold for 
| one million two hundred thirteen thouſand five hun- 
25 dred ſeventy five pounds, between the 4th of Febru- 
nt, | ary 1719, and the 12th of April following, was 
ut. contrived with a deſign to conceal the names of 
an | perſons for whoſe benefit ſtock was taken in by the 
&s | faid company. 
the VE TOES 1 
wn 9. That every perſon for whom ſtock was taken 
| in or held, ſuch ſtock being part of the five hundred 
ſeventy four thouſand five hundred pounds, pretend- 
hat ed to be ſold by the Soutb-ſea company, from the 
6 4th day of February 1718, to the 12th day of 
"+ 0 | April 


$ 


rr 8 
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April followings without money paid, or ſufficient 
ſecurity given for the acceptance of, and payment for 
ſuch ſtock, be obliged to pay to the ſaid company 
all ſuch ſums of money as have been received by 
way of difference, or otherwiſe, for ſuch ſtock taken 
in or held as aforeſaid. 8 85 


10. That the addition of two hundred fifty thou- 
ſand pounds to the firſt money - ſubſcription, after it 


had been declared to have been opened for two mil- 


lions, and the addittion of five hundred thouſand 
ounds to the ſecond money-ſubſcription, after it had 
$905 declared to be opened for one million, were 
fraudulently contrived to give corrupt advantages to 
particular perſons, and were injurious to public 
credit. ig Ae. 


11. That a bill be brought in for the relief of the 
unhappy fufferers in the South. ſea company. 


And it was ordered, iſt, That Mr. Broderick, 
Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Chancellor of the Dutchy, the 
Lord Moleſcworib, Mr, Attorney-General, Maſter of 
the Rolls, Mr. Smith, Mr. FVard, Mr. Horatio Wal- 
pole, Mr. Lownds, Mr. Rofſe, Lord Barrington, Mr. 


Serjeant Pengelly, Mr. Sollicitor-General, Mr. 7ef- 


feries, and Mr. Talbot, do prepare and bring in the 
lame. 2dly, That the ſaid bill be brought in pur- 
ſuant to the reſolutions of this houſe, of this day, and 
of the 18th inſtant. | 34 So? Ls 2 ; 


Feb. 21. It was ordered, 


1. That the directors of the South-/ea company 
do, with all convenient ſpeed, lay before this houſe 
an account of what they. intend to do, in relation to 
the ſeveral perſons intereſted in the ſaid company by 


money-ſubicriptions, or otherwiſe, 
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nt 2. That the directors of the South-ſea company 

or do lay before this houſe, the proceedings and reſolu- 

1y tions of the general court of the ſaid company held 

Dy the 23d of December laſt. | | 


8 Feb. 25. Mr. Broderick acquainted the Commons, 

That the committee of ſecreſy, ſince the former re- 
u- port, had come to a farther knowledge of ſome mat - 
it ters therein mentioned, and were ready to lay a far- 
i]. ther report before the houſe, at ſuch time as the 


ad houſe ſhould appoint to receive the ſame. Hereupon 
ad it was ordered, that the report be now received. 
re Mr. Broderick accordingly read the ſaid report in his 
to place, and afterwards delivered it in at the table, 
lic where the ſame was again read, and then ordered to 
| lie on the table. | 93 5 
After this, the houſe conſidered farther of the re- 
he port, from the committee of ſecrecy, and notice being 
taken of a fraud committed in relation to the two 
laſt money-ſubſcriptions, it was reſolved, nemine con- 
þ, tradicente, that the ſuppoſed deficiency of ſix hun- 
he dredthouſand pounds upon the third-money ſubſcrip- 
of | tion, and of one hundred thouſand pounds upon the 
2 fourth money · ſubſcription, taken by the Souib. ſea 
Ir. company, ought to be made good and anſwered to 
of. the company, by the late ſub-governor, deputy-go- 
he vernor, directors, and caſhier, the ſaid ſubſcriptions 
1r- being declared, at a general court of the ſaid com- 
nd pany, holden the 8th of September, 1720, to have 
encompleated at five millions, and at two millions 
five hundred thouſand pounds reſpectively, and ac- 
cordingly entered and paſſed to the credit of the 
company in their caſh-book. Then it was ordered, 
ny that it be an inſtruction to thegentlemen-who were to 
oh repare and bring in the bill for the relief of the un- 
to appy ſufferers in the Soutb. ſea company, that they 
by do prepare and bring in a clauſe or clauſes purſuant 
to the ſaid reſolution ; as alſo, that it be an inſtruc- 
tion to the committee of ſecreſy, that they proceed 
in 
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in the farther examination of partieulars, of the five 
hundred ſeventy four thouſand five hundred pounds 
South-ſea ſtock ſuppoſed to be diſpoſed of between 
the 4th of February, 1719, and the 12th of April 
following. 


March 8. Mr. Fox, from the auditor of the Ex- 
chequer*s office, and Mr. Lockyer, from the South. ſea 
company, laid before the Houſe ſeveral papers that 

had been called fo. 1 1 | 4211 
Then the order of the day being read, for taking 
into farther conſideration the reports from the com- 
mittee of ſecrecy, thoſe parts of the firſt of the ſaid 
reports, which related to Jobn Ajlabie, Eſq; (a mem- 
ber of this Houſe) were read; and then the ſecond 
report from the ſaid committee was read; and a 
letter from the ſaid Mr. Aiſtabie, to Mr. Weymondſold, 
dated 1ſt March, 1719; and alſo, ſeveral exami- 
nations of Mr. Weymondſold before the faid commit- 
tee; and the examination of Mr. Robert Furman, ta- 
ken the thirty firſt of January laſt; and the exami- 
nation of Mr. Francis Hawes before the ſaid commit- 
tee, taken the twenty fourth of February laſt, were 
read. Afterwards Sir John Fellows, Mr. Charles 
Joye, Mr. Hawes, Sir Fobn Blunt, Mr. Holditch, Mr. 
Gibbon, and Mr. Cheſter, were ſeverally called in 
and examined. Then the examination of Mr. Hawes, 
taken the 3iſt of January laſt, before the ſaid com- 
mittee, was read; and Mr. Hawes was called in and 
examined. Then the examination of Mr. Robert 
Surman, taken before the ſaid committee the 7th day 
of March laſt, was read; and he was called in and 
examined, and proved on account of South-/ea ſtock 
bought by Mr. Kight, for Mr. Aiflabie ; which ac- 
count was read; and after Mr. Weymondſold had 
been examined, the examination of® Sir Theodore 


Fanſſen, taken before the ſaid committee the 20th 


and 26th.days of Fanuary laſt ; and the examination 
of Sir Lambert Blackwell, taken before the faid 
| | Ts committee 
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committee the 2 5th day of January laſt, were read. 
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Afterwards Mr. Gibbon, Sir John Fellows, and Mr. 


Foye, were again ſeverally called in and examined, 
And then the examination of Mr. Nuigbt, taken the 
17th day of January laſt ; and the examination of 


Sir John Blunt, taken before the ſaid committee the 
14th of January laſt ; the copy of the warrant for 
making forth new Exchequer bills for one million ; 
and alſo the copy of the memorial from the Souzh- 


ſea company, relating to the iſſuing of Exchequer 


bills by way of loan to the ſaid company, were read: 
And afterwards Sir John Fellows and Sir John Blunt, 
were again ſeverally called in and examined. 

The reading of the papers, and the examination 
of the perſons abovementioned, laſted till about nine 
o'clock in the evening; after which Mr. A:/labie 


made a long, ſubmiſſive, and pathetic ſpeech, in his 


own defence; but what was depoſed againſt him by 
Mr. Hawes, viz. That he had cauſed the book of 
accompts between them to be burnt, and given him 
a diſcharge for the balance, amounting to about 
842,000 J. appeared ſo heinous, and ſo home a proof, 


that after he was withdrawn, the Houſe came to the 


following unanimous reſolutions, viz. 


Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente. 

I. That it appears to this Houſe, that 22000 l. 
South,ſea ſtock was bought by Mr. Robert Knight, 
late caſhier of the South. ſea company, upon the 3d 
and 19th days of December, 1719, for the uſe and 
on the account of Fohn Aiſlabie, Eſq; (a member of 
this Houſe) then chancellor and under-treaſurer of 
the Exchequer, and one of the commiſſioners of his 
Majeſty's Treaſury. og ; OL 


II. That from the 3oth day of January, 1719, to 
the 4th day of March following incluſive, 2 J. 
tthew Wey- 


mondſold 


South-ſea ſtock was tranſacted by Mr, Ma 


. oF 
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mondſold, broker, by the direction and on the ac- 
count of the n Jen 4. Malia, Fi | 


Wit) . That 20000 L. Seuth-ſea ſtock, part of the 


nic 200001. ſtock, was delivered to Mr. Maithew 


ſold broker, on the 12th day of February, 
1719, by Robert Surman, late deputy-caſhier of the 
Soutb-ſea company, at the rate of 1301. per cent. by 
direction of Robert Knight, late caſhier of the ſaid 
company, for the uſe and air 25 the 1 1 


Aiſlabie, Eſq; 


iv. That ſeveral annicls of South-ſea ſtock, part 
of the ſaid 70000 J. ſtock, amounting: to 20000. 


ſtock for 353571. 10 5s. were bought by Mdatihew 


Meymondſold broker, on the 1it day of March, 1719, 
by the order of the ſaid Jobs Aiſtabie, Eſq i and 
that the ſaid 200001, ſtock was delivered by the ſaid 
Matthew Weymondſold on the 4th day of March, 
1719. to Robert Knight, late caſhier of the South-ſea 


company, for the uſe and benefit of the ſaid Mr. 


Aiſtabie: 3 and that the ſaid Robert Knight did then 
pay the ſaid 35357 J. 105. for the ſame. gif 40 


V.That the aforeſaid 20000 7. South-ſea ſock, was 


| ſtock taken in and held by. the ſaid Robert Knight, 


for the benefit of the ſaid Jahn Aiſtabie, Eſq; after 
the propoſals of the South:/za:company were accepted 
by this Houſe, and a bill ordered to be brought in 
thereupon, without any money paid or ſecurity given 


by the faid Mr. 2 for the ſaid ſtock. 


9 5 That the taking in and holding the faid 


| 20000 J. South-ſea ſtock, by the ſaid Rebert Knight, 


with the privacy and' for the benefit of the ſaid 2 
Aiſiabie, Eſq; was a moſt notorious, dangerous, and 
E ee in the ſaid 1 4 . 9775 
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VII. That it appears to this Houſe, that between 
the a2ꝛcth day of March, 1720. and the 21ſt day of 


November following, there was an account between 
Turner and Company and Edmund Waller, ſon- in- 


law of the ſaid 7obn Aiflabie, Eſq; amounting in 


the whole to the ſum of 794451 J. 15 5. 9d. and that 
there was alſo an account of Souzh-ſea ſtock depend- 
ing between the ſaid Turner and Company, and the 
ſaid Mr. Waller, on the balance of which laſt men- 


tioned account there was 7760017. due from the ſaid 


Turner and Company, for ſecuring whereof the ſaid 


Turner and Company, entered into bonds the 26th 


of November laſt, for twelve months from the 24th 
day of September then paſt, viz. One bond for 
446001, to the ſaid Edmund Waller, and one other 
bond to Thomas Meddall, Eſq; for 33000 1. in truſt 
for the ſaid Jahn Aiflabie. 


VIII. That the ſaid Jobs Ailabie, Eſq; was privy 


to, and did approve and conſent, that the million of 


Exchequer bills, lent by the Treaſury to the South-/ea 
company, ſhould be lent outby the ſaid company up- 
on their ſtock, and accordingly the ſame was done. 


IX. That the ſaid Jobn Aiſ/abie, Eſq; at a meet- 
ing with the ſaid ſub-governor and ſeveral of the di- 
rectors of the South-ſea company, did adviſe the ta- 
king in the firſt money ſubſcription at 300 J. per cent. 


and agreed to promote the ſame. 


K. That the ſaid John Aiſlabie, Eſq gave in a liſt 


to the late directors of the Soutb-ſea company, of 
the names of perſons to be admitted into the third 


money | ſubſcription at 1000 J. per cent. for ſeveral 


ſums of money amounting to 75300 l. and did there- 
by promote and encourage the ſaid ſubſcription. 


XI. That the faid Joby Aillabie, Eſq; has encou- 


raged and promoted the dangerous and deſtructive 
ws | excution 
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execution of the late South-ſea ſcheme, with a view 


to his own exorbitant profit, and has combined with 
the late directors of the South- ſea Company in their 
rnicious practices, to the detriment of great num- 
rs of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and the ruin of the 


public credit and the trade of this kingdom. 
© X11. That the ſaid John Aiſabie, Eſq; be for his 


faid offences expelled this Houſe. 


Then it was ordered, that | the Gd John Aiſlabie, 
Eſq; be committed priſoner to his Majeſty's Tower 
of London; and that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his war- 


rant accordingly. . 


And that leave be given to bring in a bill for 


| reſtraining Jobn Aiſiabie, Eſq; from going out of this 


kingdom for the ſpace of one year, and until the end 
of the next ſeſſion of Parliament, and for diſcover- 
ing his eſtate and effects, and for preventing the 
tranſporting or alienating the ſame 3 and that Mr. 
Hutcheſon and the maſter of the rolls do prepare and 
bring in the ſame. - | PRESS e 
March 14. Mr. Hutcheſon preſented to the Houſe, 
A bill for reſtraining John Aiſlabie, Eſq; from going 
out of this kingdom, &c. and for diſcovering his. eftate 
and effefis, &c. which was read the firſt: time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond. Then' the Serjeant at 
Arms having ſummoned the members in the adjacent 
places to attend the ſervice of the Houſe, the Com- 
mons proceeded to take into farther conſideration the 
report from the Committee of Secrecy : And the 
Houſe being moved, that a part of the ſaid report 
relating to the Earl of Sunderland, might be read, 
the ſame was read accordingly. His Lordſhip's 
friends not expecting that he would be ſo ſoon at- 
tacked, appeared ſome what ſurprized; and thereup- 
on moved, and ſtruggled hard, for adjourning the 
conſideration of that part of the ſaid report till the 
next morning; which was at laſt agreed to; and 


Sir 
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Sir John Fellows, Bart. Charles Foye, Eſq; Sir Jobn 
Blunt, Bart. Edward Gibbon, Eſq; Robert Cheſter, 
Eſq; and Mr. Robert Surman, were then ordered to 
attend. 15 | 


March 15. The Commons proceeded in the ad 


journed conſideration of that part of the report from 
the Committee of Secrecy which related to the Earl 


of Sunderland; and the ſeveral examinations of Sir 


obn Blunt, Mr. Edward Gibbon, Mr. Charles Foye, 
1 Eſq; Mr. Richard Holditch, Mr. John 
Webſter, Mr. Robert Surman, Sir Lambert Black- 
well, Mr. Francis Hawes, Mr. William Aſtell, Sir 
John Fellows, and Sir Theodore Fanſſen, taken before 
the ſaid Committee, were read; and afterwards Mr. 
oye, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Cheſter, Mr. Holditch, and 
Mr. Surman, were ſeverally called in, and exa- 

Then a motion was made,. that it appears to the 
Houſe, that, after the propoſals of the South-/ea 
company were accepted by this Houſe, and a bill or- 


a 


dered to be brought in thereupon, and before ſuch 
bill paſſed, 50000 1. of the capital ſtock of the Soutb- 


ſea company was taken in by Robert . Knight, late 
caſhier of the ſaid company, for the uſe, and upon 


the account of Charles Earl of Sunderland, a Lord of 


Parliament, and firſt commiſſioner of the Treaſury, 


without any valuable conſideration paid, or ſufficient 


ſecurity given, for payment for, or acceptance of the 
ſame. e | 8 | 
This motion occaſioned a warm debate, that laſt- 


EY 


| cd till near eight o'clock in the evening, but the 


queſtion being put thereupon, it was carried in the 
negative by a majority of 233 votes againſt 172: 


Which, however, occaſioned various reaſonings 


and reflections. That tickliſh affair being over, 
the Commons put off the farther con ſideration of 
the report from the Committee of ſecrecy, till the 
Friday following. 5 40} 


i 


On 
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On the 15th of March the order of the day be- 
ing read, for the houſe to take into farther conſi- 
deration the report from the Committee of ſe- 
crecy, Mr. Hutcheſon repreſented, That it was 
< impoſſible to proceed in ſo important an affair, 
<. without expoſing the juſtice of Parliament to 
<'be baffled, as it had been in ſome late inſtances, 


ſo long as they wanted fo material a witneſs as 


Mr. Robert Knight : * And therefore he moved, 
and, being ſeconded, it was reſolved, nemine con- 
tradicente, © That an humble addreſs be preſent- 
© ed to his Majeſty, humbly to deſire his Majefty, 
that he would be pleaſed to impart to this houſe, 
< the advices his Majeſty has received, or ſhall 
receive, from abroad, concerning his gracious en- 
deavours to bring aver Robert Knight," late ca- 
* ſhier of the South-/ea company, to anſwer to 
the juſtice of the kingdom: Which addreſs was 


ordered to be preſented, ' by ſuch members of the | 


houſe as were of his Majeſty's moſt honourable 


Privy. Council. It was by many conjectured, that 
the remora that hindered Mr.  Knghb!'s coming 


over, was rather in London, than in Vienna or 


Bruſſels: But be that as it will, the Commons 


having in the mean time, no great buſineſs before 
them, adjourned themſelves to the 20th. 


On the 20th of March, the Commons ordered 
their ſpeaker to iſſue his warrant for a new writ, 


for the electing a burgeſs for the borough of Rip- 
pon, in Zorkſhire, in the room of Jobn Aiflabie, 
Eſq; expelled the houſe. ' Then Mr. Comptroller 
acquainted the Commons, that their addreſs, re- 
lating to Mr. Knight, having been -preſented to 
the King, his Majeſty had commanded him to 
lay before the houſe, - ſeveral letters and papers 
containing advices from Hlanders concerning him 
(with a ſchedule of them) and at the ſame time, 
to acquaint the houſe, that as his Majeſty had not 


received | 
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received any advice of Colonel Churcbill's being 
got to Vienna, nor any letter from thence relating 
to Mr. Knigbt; that as ſoon as any ſhould''come 
to his Majeſty, they ſhould be laid before the 


houſe: Herenpon ſeveral letters from Mr. Leathes, 


his Majeſty's Reſident at Bruſſelt, to the Secretary 


of State, were read, importing in ſubſtance; © * That 


o purſuant-to; his orders, he had made the moſt 
« preſſing: inſtances with the Marqueſs de Prie, 
« for the delivering up of Mr. Knight : But had 
© been anſwered, that the ſaid Marqueſs had not 
received any inſtructions from Vienna about that 
« matter ; that, in the mean time, he was appre- 


ghenſive that the fame would meet with great 
difficulties. That the Greſſer, or Secretary, of 


the States of Brabant, had been twice with the 


« ſaid Marqueſs to repreſent to him, that accord- 


0 ing to one of the articles of the Joyfi ul entry of 


C Brabant, which was granted them by the Em- 


peror Charles V. and has been ſworn to by all 
c his ſucceſſors (and which they look upon as their 


magna charta) no perſon charged with, or ap- 


prehended for any crime, can be removed to 
< be tried out of their province; and that the de- 
c puties of the States inſiſted upon that article, of 
vhich the Reſident had incloſed a copy in French, 
© which was alſo read in the houſe, dd. 

Moſt of the members appeared ſurprized at the 
unexpected difficulty about the delivering up Mr. 
Knight, which was ſtarted, in the name of the 


States of Brabant; and the Lord Molęſworth, among 


others, ſaid thereupon, That it was to 2 


they ſhould have a more ſatisfactory anſwer from 


Vienna, than they had from Bruſſels : But if they 
had not, it would, in his opinion, be proper to 


* call for the treaties lately entered into with the 


< houſe of Auſtria, to know upon what motives 


© we have been at ſo great an expence of blood 


© and 
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* and treaſure, and have ſent our men of war to 


conquer kingdoms for the Emperor? Adding, 
that if that pretended privilege of the ſtates of 
Brabant, | ſhould be inſiſted upon, they might 
remove that obſtacle, by addreſſing his Majeſty 
to grant his pardon to Mr. Knight, in order to 

have him brought over: But that it was proper 


not to make any farther ſtep in that affair, till 


< they were acquainted with the ſucceſs of Colonel 
ChurchilPs negotiation at Vienna. 
On the 22d, Mr. Comptroller acquainted the 


Commons, - that his: Majeſty having, the day be- 
fore, received a Letter from Colonel Churchill, di- 


rected to the Lord Viſcount Tornſbend, dated 
Vienna the th of March, 1720-21; had com- 
manded him (purſuant to t the addreſs of the houſe) 


to lay a copy : thereof before the houſe; which 
Mr. Comptroller preſented to the houſe accordingly. ; 
The copy of that letter was thereupon read, im- 


porting in ſubſtance ;z that he was juſt arrived at 
Vienna, and would not loſe one moment, in mak- 
ing the moſt preſſing inſtances to the imperial 
court, for the delivering up of Mr. Knight; and 
that he did not doubt ſucceſs, unleſs the privileges 
of the States of Brabant interfered: Several ſmart 


reflections were made (particularly by the Lord 


Moleſworth) upon the frivolous pretence that was 
made uſe of, to baffle his Majeſty's gracious en- 
deavours to bring over Mr, Knight : But the Houſe 
did not think fit to come to any: reſolution there- 
upon ; and then, in a grand Committee, went 
through the - bill for ibe better eſtabliſbin 77 Kd 
public © credit, by preventin for the future, 15 

famous prattice of ſtock-jobbing. The fame even- 
ing Colonel Churchill arrived from Vienna, which 


being known the next e N myo) 0 a ge- 
n pls. as, 3 Fo 


Colonel 


rot and be worm-eaten in the Mediterranean, to | 
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Colonel Churchill being come into the houſe, 


Jof which he was a member, it was expected that 


an account of his negotiations would, that day, 
have been laid before the Commons: but they 
were only given to underſtand, that as ſoon as 
the diſpatches he brought from Vienna could be 


| tranſlated, they ſhould be laid before the houſe, 


who thereupon adjourned till the 27th. 

Being then met again, Mr. Speaker laid before 
the Commons duplicates of the inventories or par- 
ticulars of the eſtates of the late Sub-Governor, 
Deputy-governor, Directors, and Officers of the 
South. ſea company, (except ſuch as were already 
before the houſe) viz. of Sir John Fellows, Sub- 
Governor, Charles Foye, Eſq; Deputy-Governor, 
James Edmundſon, Eſq; Arthur Ingram, Eſq; Sir 
Theodore Fanſſen, Kt. and Bart. Stephen Child, Eſq; 
Francis Hawes, Eſq; Jacob Sawbridge, Eſq; Fohn 
Turner, Eſq; Sir William Hammond, Kt. William 
Morley, Eſq; Richard Horſey, Eſq; Hugh Ray- 
mond, Eſq; Sir Lambert Blackwell, Bart. Jobn 
Gore, Eſq; William Aſtell, Eſq; Samuel Read, Ju- 
nior, Eſq; Robert Cheſter, Eſq; Richard Houl- 
ditch, Eſq; Sir Robert Chaplin, Bart. Thomas 
Reynolds, Eſq; Peter de la Porte, Eſq; Edward 
Gibbon, Eſq; Sir Harcourt Maſter, Kt. Ambroſe 
Page, Eſq; Sir Jacob Facobſon, Kt. Sir John 
Lambert, Bart. Sir Pilliani Chapman, Knt. and 
Bart, Sir John Blunt, Bart. John Grigshy, Ac- 


countant, Robert Furman, Deputy-Caſhier : And 


theſe duplicates of inventories were referred to a 


ſelect Commi which was thereupon appoint- 


ed to eam me, to make eſtimates of the 
balances of tf ſeveral duplicates, and to re- 
port. to the houſe” ſuch obſervations as they ſhould 
make upon them, After this Mr. Comptroller ac- 
quainted the houſe, that his Majeſty had com- 
manded him to Jay before them copies of ſeveral 
letters and papers relating to Mr, Knight, which 
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he preſented to the houſe accordingly, with 2 
ſchedule of them. The copies of the ſaid letters |! 
were read, and among them a letter from the Em- | 
peror to the King of Great Britain, expreſſing : 
his imperial Majeſty's inclination and readineſs 
to comply with his Britannick Majeſty's deſires, 
© as to the delivering up of Mr. Knight, but that 
the States of Brabant having and claiming parti- 
culaf privileges, which his Imperial Majeſty was 
engaged to maintain, it would be neceſſary to 
make application to the ſaid States; and his Im- 
« perial Majeſty on his part, would not fail to 
« ſupport ſuch inſtances as ſhould be made.“ To th 
which effect Prince Eugene wrote a letter to the th 
Marqueſs de Prie, which was alſo read. Several U 
ſevere reflections were made, by a noble member, fri 
on the former of thoſe two letters: But this affair of 
being equally nice and important, it was reſolved to 
to take into conſideration the ſeveral letters and ho 
papers relating to Mr. Knight, which his MajeſtyÞ mi 
had been pleaſed to communicate to this houſe, inf ho 
a grand Committee, on the 29. Si 
On the 28th the Commons ordered, chat the ing 
Committee to whom the duplicates of the inven- wi 
tories of the eſtates of the late directors, Sc. of it. 
the South-ſea Company, were referred, ſhould} ed 
have power. to ſend for faulen papers, and 
records. 6 
March 29. The Commons, in 2 grand Com- N 
mittee, took ints conſideration. the ſeveral letters 
and papers, laid before them, relating to Ir. 
 Kiight, After the reading of ſegof thoſe pa· 
pers, Mr. Hutcheſon opened the * repreſent- 
ing, How much, on the one hand, the public 


LY aa aA 


FFF 


* was concerned, in having the authors of the pre- 
« ſent diſtreſs fully diſcovered and brought to con- 
* dign puniſhment ; and how impracticable it was, 
on the other hand, to proceed in this important 
, iner ſo e as the principal agent of he 

late 
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late South-ſea directors, and their accomplices, 
« was kept out of the way; that, in the mean 
time, the public calamity encreaſing every day, 
the nation called aloud for juſtice : And there- 
« fore, if the means already uſed for bringing over 
Mr. Knight, proved abortive, it were adviſable 
to have recourſe to more ſpeedy and effectual 
methods.“ Sir Foſeph Fekyll, and the Lord 


A. 172 1. 


4 Molefworth, ſtrongly ſupported Mr. Hutcheſon, 
and, in particular, ſhewed, that it was inenmbent 


on ſome Perſons in the adminiſtration to have 


Mr. Knight brought over, in order fully to clear 
their own innocence 3 otherwiſe, though acquitted, 
they would ſtill be looked upon as criminal. 
2 Urging, that it was matter of wonder, that ſo 
2 frivolous a pretence, as the privileges of the States 
ir of Brabant, ſhould be made uſe of to put a ſtop 

to ſo important an inquiry, eſpecially confidering 
how little thoſe privileges had been regarded in 


more material points; and what obligations the 


. of 
ould 


and} 


om-Þ 
tters| 


2 houſe of Auſtria lay under to the Britiſb nation. 
Sir Richard Steele offered ſomething againſt oblig- 


ing Mr. Knight to be an evidence, whether he 
would or no: But no great ſtreſs was laid upon 
it. On the other hand, Mr. Lechmere repreſent- 


ed, That in all probability the court of Vienna 


© had not, at firſt, fully conſidered the importance 
of the inſtances that were made to them in his 
« Majeſty's name, and at the deſire of the Com- 


; © mons of Great Britain: But that it was to be 
| © preſumed, that when ſo wiſe a Prince, as the pre- 


«ſent Emperor, ſhould be apprized, that the wel- 


fare and ſafety of England, to whom his Impe- 
| * rial Majeſty had ſo great obligations, depended, 


© in ſome | meaſure, on the delivering up of Mr. 


Mui bt, he would readily comply with their de- 
© fires.** Hereupon Mr. Lechmere moved, That 


an humble adddreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 


| © returning the thanks of this houſe for the in- 


D 2 © ſtances 
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< ſtances he has been pleaſed to make, by a letter 
under his royal hand to his Imperial Majeſty, 
for obtaining the delivering up of Mr. Kngh:, | 
< purſuant to the addrefs of this houſe, and for | 
£ communicating to this houſe, the ſteps which | 
© have been taken relating thereto ; and to repre- | 
« ſent to his Majeſty, the diſſatisfaction which his | 
Commons have at the obſtacles which they find 


have been raiſed, under the pretence of the pri- 
< vileges of the States of Brabant, againſt a com- 
© pliance with his gracious endeavours. | 


And alſo to repreſent, that this houſe is every | 


© day more and more convinced of the high im- 
portance it is to the juſtice due to his Majeſty's 
people, that effectual meaſures be ſpeedily taken 
for bringing over Mr. Knight. 


And earneſtly to beſeech his Majeſty to im- 


« ploy his moft preſſing endeavours, in ſuch man- 


d ner, as in his great wiſdom ſhall be thought 


proper, for attaining the juſt deſire of his 


Commons. 


No body offered to oppoſe this motion, which, 
after Mr. Speaker had reſumed the chair, Mr. 
Broderick reported to the houſe; and the ſame be- 
ing agreed to nemine contradicente, it was reſolved, 
that the ſaid reſolution be laid before his Majeſty 
by the whole houſe. _ n 

Accordingly, March zo, the Commons, to the 


number of above three hundred, in their coaches, 
with their ſpeaker at their head, went, about 


two o'clock in the afternoon, to St. Fames's, and 


| preſented the ſaid reſolution to his Majeſty, who 
rerurned the following moſt gracious anſwer. 


J An ver) well pleaſed, that the inſtances which 1 


have made for obtaining the delivering up of Mr. 
Knight, have given you ſatisfaction; I ſhall continue 
zo implay my utmoſt endeavours for obtaining what 


April 
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. April 17. Mr. Comptroller laid before the houſe 


copies of ſeveral letters and papers relating to Mr. 
'>. |} Knight, late caſhier of the South-ſea company: And 
55 Sir Thomas Croſſe reported from the Committee to 
1 whom it was referred to examine the ſeveral dupli- 
„antes of the inventories or particulars of the eſtates of 
15 the late ſub- governor, deputy-governor, directors, 


q 2 deputy-caſhier, and accountant- of the South-ſea 
company, delivered into this houſe, and to make 
eſtimates of the balances of the ſaid ſeveral dupli- 
cates : That the Committtee had conſidered the mat- 
ter to them referred, and had made an eſtimate of 
the balances of the ſaid ſeveral duplicates, which they 
„had directed him to report to the houſe 3 and he 


[4 read the ſame in his place, and afterwards delivered 
2 the report in at the table, where the ſame was read; 
and ordered to lie on the table. The balances of 
4 the ſaid eſtates are as follow, viz. | 
| J. $, d. Aliftoftha 
at Blunt _ — 183,349 10 87 e. 
1 Edmundſon — — 5,365 © © 
mM Hawes — — 40,031 © 2 
a Hammond © ©£O —_ 223907 24 2. 
" | Raymond — — 64373 6 3 
3 Gore © — — 38,926 15 5 
* BW AKead — — 117,297 16 © 
* Cheſter — 140, 372 15 6 
Houlditeb — = 39,527 10 4 
e Chaplm — — 45875 14 5 
” | Reynolds — 18,368 12 27 
ue De la Porte — 17,151 4 6 
5 Gibbon — — 106,543 5 6 
1 Page e hens — | 34,817 12 3+: 
Chapman — — 39,161 6 82 
7 Lambert — 72,508 1 5 
Hlard EL. WEIR | | 19,175 14 4 
Furman — — 112,321 10 0 
* | Filſon — — 11,081 4 © 


Fellows 
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Fellows — 243,096 
Blackwell — f 
Janſſen — 243,244 
Ingram — — 
Eyles 9 — — 
Sawbrid, e ——— 
Morley — 
Child — — 
Aſtell — — 
Turner — — | g 
Maſter — — 11,814 12 3; the 
id | ; PLE ISHS — — ä — = MC 
l | Total amount 2,014,423 16 21 the 
. 1 vl ge 
Vid e April. 20. Mr. Broderick having acquainted the 
| ? © houſe, That the Committee of ſecrecy, ſince their © 1 
il | former report, had come to a farther knowledge of 
bl ſome matters, and were ready to lay a farther report 
before the houſe, at ſuch time as the houſe ſhould ap- th 
point; it was ordered, that the ſaid report be re- an 


_ ceived the next morning. ws 
Accordingly on the 21ſt, after the reading of an 
ſix petitions, of as many of the late directors, and of A 


a ſeventh of John Grigsby, late Accountant-General W 
of the South-ſea Company, praying the conſideration Þ 1 
and compaſſion of the houſe ; Mr. Broderick, from m 
the Committee of ſecrecy, reported ſome farther mat- th 
ters, as they appeared to the ſaid Committee, and bi 
delivered the report in at the table, where the ſame u 
was read, and ordered to be taken into conſideration n 


that day feven- night. The moſt material part of C 
this third report, related to James Craggs, ſen. Eſq; c 
late Poſt-mafter-Genera], and imported, in ſubſtance, t. 
That forty thouſand pounds South-/ea — t 
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been taken in, and paid for out of the caſh of the 
2 © South-jea company, for the uſe and benefit of the 
2 « ſaid Craggs.* It appeared likewiſe by this report, 
That the ſecret Committee had ſeveral times ex- 
2 © amined Mr. Waller, but that he contradicted him- 
ſelf in ſeveral particulars; pretending, that he 
had torn or burnt all his books of accounts; ſo 
that he had nothing to ſhew for all his dealings, 
2 © either himſelf, his mother, or Mr. Aiſlabie, his 
2 © brother-in-law.* Theſe particulars incenſed many 
of the members: And the bill for reſtraining John 
Aiſlabie, Ei; from going out of this Kingdom, &c. 
and for diſcovering his eſtate and effefts, &c. being 
2 thereupon read the ſecond time, and committed, a 
motion was made for conſolidating the ſaid bill, with 
the bill for relief of the unhappy ſufferers in the South- 
ſea company. Mr. Robert Walpole, and ſome other 
2 gentlemen, repreſented, © That it would ſeem hard 
to put a perſon of Mr. Aiſſabie's eminence and diſ- 
( tinction on the ſame level with the directors, and 
that ſuch a precedent might be of dangerous con- 
# * ſequence :* But Mr. Lechmere, Sir Joſeph Fekyll, 


the Lord Molefworth, Mr. Broderick, Mr. Shippen, 


and ſome other members, ſpeaking for the motion, 
the court-party did not think fit to divide againſt it, 


and ſo it was carried, and reſolved, That Mr. 
Aiſlabie's bill be committed to the Committee of the 
whole houſe, to whom the bill for the relief of the un- 


| bappy ſufferers in the South- ſea company, was com- 
-mitted ; and ordered, That it be an inſtruction to 


the ſaid Committee, that they do alter and make 
both the ſaid bills into one. It was alſo ordered, 
upon Serjeant Pengelly's motion, ſeconded by Ge- 
neral Roſſe, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
Committee, that they do provide, by a clauſe or 


clauſes, for ſubjecting the real and perſonal eſtates of 
the ſaid Jobn Aiſlabie, Eſq; in the fame manner, and 


to the ſame purpoſes, to which the eſtates of the 


late directors of „ company are * | 
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farther adjourned to the 2 1ſt of May. 


April 22. Six of the late directors, and Mr. 
Surman, one of the late clerks of the treaſury- office 
of the South- ſea company, petitioned the Commons 
for compaſſion: And on the other hand, four peti- 
tions, viz. of the counties of Hertford and Dorſet, of 
the city of Briſtol, and of the borough of Oathamp- 


ton in Devonſhire, prayed for juſtice to an injured Þ? - 


nation. 


i Abril 24. Eleven other petitions from the late : 
ſub-governor, deputy-governor, and nine of the late Þ 
directors of the Soulh-ſea company, were alſo pre- 


ſented to the Commons, and read ; as were likewiſe 


five petitions (viz. of the counties of Z/ex andBucks, 
city of Exeter, borough of Azmonde/ham, or Amer- 


ſham, and of the Juſtices of the peace of Middleſex) for | 


Juſtice. | 


i 5 April 29. Sir Harcourt Maſter, and Sir John 


Blunt, two of the late directors, implored the conſi- 


: deration of the houſe : But it was obſerved, that Sir 


Fohn Blunt's. petition, ſuggeſting his innocence, ra- 


ther moved their laughter, than compaſſion. After 
this, Mr. SHippen ſtood up, and took notice, That 
the houſe had ſat a long while, and nothing 


by the bill for relief of the unhappy ſufferers in the | 
South. ſca company. Then the call of the houſe was 4 


© had yet been done towards the reſtoring of public 


credit: That, indeed, a member of great parts 
and abilities had, at firſt, propoſed a ſcheme for 
that purpoſe; but that inſtead of proving an ef- 


© fectual remedy, it appeared at laſt to be a meer 


< palliative, which had rather inflamed than alle- | 
viated the diſtemper. That by this time, a whole 
_. © injured nation called aloud for vengeance ; and if 
they neglected te hear the voice of the people, it 

* would look as if they had a mind to provoke them 


ta 
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to do themſelves juſtice. That *twas ever his opi- 
nion, that the only effectual means to reſtore cre- 
dit, was to call them to a ſtrict account, who had 
© ruined it; and in particular, all ſuch as had ap- 
© pliedany part of the public money, entruſted in 
< their hands, in ſtockjobbing, and had raiſed vaſt 
« fortunes by robbing the public.” And fo he 
moved, That it be an inſtruction to the Commit- 
tee of ſecrecy, that they inquire what public mo- 


ney had been employed by any treaſurer, caſhier, 


© collector, receiver, or other officer concerned in 
the receipt or payment of the public money, or of 
any other part of his Majeſty's revenue, or by any 
in truſt for them, or by their order, in buying 
« ſtock or ſubſcriptions in the Sou7h-/za, or any other 
company, or in annuities, or other Parliamentary 
« ſecurities, or otherwiſe making uſe of or imploy- 
sing the ſame, to their private advantage, ſince the 
« firſt Day of December, 1719.“ | 

Sir William Wyndham ſeconded this motion ; ad- 
ding withal, That there was reaſon to apprehend, 
that the public money had not been adminiſtred 
* with due ceconomy, particularly in relation to 
«< ſome foreign troops, that were in the pay of Eng- 
land and Holland during the laſt war, to whom 
great ſums had of late been allowed, on account 


of pretended arrearg, after they had ſeparated from 


the Engliſh general:* And therefore he moved, 
© That the lateCommiſſioners appointed to examine, 
s ſtate, and determine, the debts due to the army, 
and to examine and ſtate the demands of ſeveral 
+ foreign Princes and ſtates, for ſubſidies during the 
late war, be ordered to lay before the houſe, co- 


\ pies of the ſeveral warrants and ſigns-manual, by 


© virtue of which they iſſued any certificates, 
HFereupon Mr. Valpole ſaid, That he wondered 


to hear of ſuch a motion in this houſe, when a little 
* after the King's coming to the throne, an act of 


Parliament 
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Parliament had been made for payment of thoſe 


arrears; and that the commiſſioners of accounts 


© had, undoubtedly, acted according to the intent 
and meaning of that act.“ To this, Mr. Chancel- 
lor of the Dutchy anſwered, That he was not againſt 


4 


c 
0 
5 


6 


the motion that honourable gentleman had made, 
(meaning Sir William Nyndbam) neither, on the 
other hand, was he about to juſtify it: But he 
would freely tell the gentleman who oppoſed it, 
That while the nation was under the preſſure of 
heayy debts, he muſt expect that many ſuch mo- 
tions would be made, in order to find out methods 
to eaſe the public burden. That as he, (Mr. 
Walpole) was now in an higher poſt than formerly, 
ſo a great deal more was expected from him; the 
rather becauſe the ſcheme which he had propoſed 
at the beginning of this ſeſſion, for the raiſing of 
the ſtock, and reſtoring public credit, had not had 
the deſired effect.? Mr. Walpole replied, That 
it was known to every body, that he ever was 
againſt the Soulh-ſea ſcheme, and had done all 
that lay in his power, to hinder its taking place: 
But now the miſchief was done, and things were 
brought to ſuch extremities, he thought it his duty, 
and therefore was willing, to try the beſt method 
he could think of, to extricate the nation out of 
the difficulties into which they were plunged : 
That he did not intend to work miracles ;- but 
only to uſe his. utmoſt endeavours towards the re- 


trieving the late misfortunes: That with this ho- 


neſt intention he had promoted a ſcheme which 
had been laid before him, and appeared the moft 
plauſible of any then propoſed, for reſtoring pub- 
lic credit: That it could not be denied, that while 
that ſcheme was purſued, it had done ſome good, 
and kept up the price of ſtocks; and that they fell 
ſince it had been laid aſide: That however, he 
never intended to raiſe ſtocks above the intrinſic 


value 


of the Committee of ſecrecy, o 
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value, for that would bring us again into the ſame 
7 «© unhappy circumſtances which the raiſing of them 
7 © had before occaſioned.“ He afterwards lamented 
the ill diſpoſition of ſome perſons, + who, inſtead 
2 © of concurring with others in remedying the pre- 
2 « ſent diſtemper, uſed all poſſible means to irritate 


and exaſperate the minds of the people: Con- 


2 cluding with a motion, That a day be appointed 
* © to conſider of the ſtate of the public credit of the 
kingdom.“ This motion was unanimouſly agreed 


to, and that day ſeven-night appointed for that pur- 
poſe; after two orders had been made according to 
the two motions (of Mr. Shippen, and Sir William 
IVyndham) before- mentioned. Then the Commons, 


in a grand Committee, conſidered of the bills againſt 
the late Soutb-ſea directors, and againſt Mr. Aiſlabie, 
and having conſolidated the fame, put off the farther 


conſideration of them till the 27th, 


April 28. After the reading of the petitions of 
the corporation, town, and county of Bedford, for 
puniſhing thoſe who had raiſed their fortunes by ſa- 
crificing the public credit, the Commons proceeded 
to take into conſideration thoſe rs of the reports 

the 21ſt of April 
inſtant, and of the 16th of February laſt, relating to 
James Craggs, Eſq, deceaſed, late Poſt. maſter-Ge- 


| neral, which having been read, Mr. Broderick moved, 


That the ſaid Mr. Craggs having taken 4ocoo 7. 
* Southeſea ſtock without paying for it, or givin 
$ ſufficient ſecurity for the payment of the fame, his 


| © eſtate might be made liable to the ſame forfeitures 


« with thoſe of the late directors. Hereupon Grey 
Nevil, Eſq; deſired, That the gentlemen con- 
«* cerned in this affair, two of whom where members 


of this houſe, might be firſt heard by their Coun- 


* fe], and produce what witneſſes they had, before 
the houſe came to any reſolution in this matter.” 
Mr. Robert Walpole ſeconded him, and, in particu- 


lar 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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lar, ſaid, He hoped the houſe would not break | 
their known rules, which were, not to condemn 
© any one without firſt hearing them ; and ſure they Þ 


« would not deny this piece of juſtice to their own 


members. Mr. Horatio Walpole ſpoke to the 
fame purpoſe; and then Mr. Trefuſis (one of the Þ 
members intereſted in this buſineſs) ſtood up, and Þ 
ſaid, That they were not at all prepared, not ex- 
« peCting that this affair would have come on this 
© day, becauſe there was another part in the report Þ 
before it; and therefore he deſired the houſe would 


give them time to get their witneſſes :' He added, 


< he had never been ufed to ſpeak in the houſe, or 


© but very rarely, and his brother-in-law, Mr. Nufam, 
not at all, which he hoped the houſe would take 
into conſideration, and allow them counſel to 
< ſpeak for them: That by Mr. Craggss death, his 
© eftate was devolved to them, and Mr. Elliot, 
(lately a member of the houſe} in right of their 
wives, the deceaſed's three daughters: That there 


© was no manner of crime laid to their charge; and 


« ſince Mr. Craggs was dead, and could not anſwer 


« for himſelf, he hoped the houſe would allow them 


© time and counſel.” This was oppoſed by Sir Foſeph 
Jekyll; but Mr. Robert Walpole ſaid, * That ſince 
< the two gentlemen concerned had not been uſed to 
© ſpeak in the houſe, and therefore were not likely 
to make ſo good a defence as otherwiſe they might, 
© he thought it reaſonable to allow them counſel, 


and give them time to prepare.” To this. Mr. 


Lechmere replied, * That it might, indeed, ſeem 
+ ſomewhat hard to deny counſel to gentlemen who 
< were not uſed toſpeak in the houſe ; but he doubt- 
ed not but that good-natured gentleman that ſpoke 
« laſt, who had ſo good a capacity, and was ſo able 
to adviſe them, would fit by them, and by his 


aſſiſtance be as uſeful to them, as if they had coun- 


* ſel,as he had been to ſeveral others in the 2 
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ak i ; | | 
No return was made to this reply, upon which the | 
nn Þ . | . 
ey motion for allowing counſel was dropt: And then, 
ol after ſome farther debate about the time for hearing 


he this matter, the xſt of May was appointed for that 
the purpoſe in a Committee of the whole Houſe, | 


* April 29. Notice was taken in the Houſe of 
his Lords, that little or nothing had yet been done to- 
Awards puniſhing the author and printer of an impi- 
ad ous libel complained of in that Houſe laſt Seſſions, 
* intitled, A ſober reply to Mr. Higg's merry Argu- 

ments for the Tritheiſtical Doctrine of the Trinity, 


ny while other meaner offenders had been proſecuted 
{He with vigour and brought to puniſhment. The Earl 


of Nottingham, and ſome others, complained of the 
his growth and ſpreading of atheiſm, profaneneſs, and 
. immorality; and thereupon the Lord Willoughby of 


= Brooke, Dean of Windſor, brought in a bill for the 

ere 72977 elfeltual ſuppreſſing of blaſphemy and profane- 

\nd neſs, which, in ſubſtance, was to the effect follow- 

wer ing, Viz. Wi 

Gol The preamble recited, * That many books had A bin gor 


been pubilſhed of late, in which the authors had e 
denied the Divinity of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, S. brought 
* the doctrine of the holy Trinity, and the truth of nge 

* the Chriſtian Religion, which offences the laws in Lords. 

being not having been ſufficient to reſtrain, there- 

M. fore, for the more effectual ſuppreſſing of ſuch de- 


| © teſtable practices, it is enacted : 


bo I. © That the author of any book which ſhould 
be hereafter publiſhed, wherein the being of God, 
ble! the divinity of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the Son 
his © of God, or of the Holy Ghoſt, or the doctrine of 
* the moſt holy Trinity, as ſet forth in the thirty 
FY nine articles of the Church of England, or the 
No ö truth of the Chriſtian Religion, or the divine in- 
© ſpiration of the holy ſcriptures, ſhould de denied; 

and 
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and every perſon who ſhould, by adviſed ſpeaking, 


deny the fame, ſhould, for every ſuch offence, be- 


ing thereof lawfully convicted, by the oaths of 
c witneſſes, over and above the penalties in- 


q flicted by the ſtatute of the gth of King William III. 
'< intitled, An Act for the more effeFual ſuppreſſing 


« blaſphemy and profaneneſs, ſuffer impriſonment for 
months, unleſs, he ſhould, within 


months after ſuch conviction, publicly renounce Þ 


his error, and make a profeſſion of his faith in the 
following words. I A. B. do ſolemnly and ſincere- 
< ly profeſs and declare, that I do believe that there is 
« but one living and true God everlaſting, the Maker 
and Preſerver of all things both viſible and inviſible ; 
and that in the Unity of the Godhead there be three 
< Perſons of one Subſtance, Power, and Eternity, the 
© Father, the Son, and the Holy-Ghoſt ; and I do ac- 
© knowledge the Scriptures of the Old and. New Teſta- 
ment to have been written by divine Inſpiration. And 
that every printer or publiſher of ſuch books 
« ſhould for every ſuch offence, being thereof law- 
fully convicted, over and above the penalties in 
the ſaid ſtatute of King William, ſuffer impriſon- 


© ment for months, unleſs he make proof who 


< was the author of ſuch book. 


„ That if any preacher in any ſeparate con- 
gregation ſhould, by writing, or adviſed ſpeak- 


ing, deny any of the fundamental articles of the 
Chriſtian religion, and ſhould be thereof lawfully 
convicted by the oaths of credible witneſſes, 


he ſhould from thenceforth be deprived of the be- 


< nefit of the exemption allowed by an act paſſed in 
* the: firſt Year of King William, for exempting the 
< diſſenters from the church of England from the pe- 
© nalties of certain laws, until he ſhould make the 


© aforeſaid profeſſion of his faith, 


III. That 


> 
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III. That the Archbiſhops of Canterbury and 


Zorł in their reſpective provinces, and every Bi- 
ſhop in his reſpective dioceſs, upon information 
upon oath, be authorized and required to ſummon 
any perſon in holy orders to appear before him, 
and publickly to ſubſcribe the declaration of his 
© faith in the words before- mentioned: And that if 
any perſon ſhould wiltully neglect or refuſe ſo to 
do, ſuch Archbiſhop or Biſhop ſhould certify ſuch 
default or refuſal into the courts of Chancery, or 


| © King's-Bench ; and ſuch perſon, upon ſuch cer- 


« tificate filed in either of the ſaid courts, ſhould 
from thenceforth be incapable to hold or take any 


« eccleſiaſtical benefice, until he ſhould make the a- 


« foreſaid profeſſion of his faith. 


IV. And the Juſtices of the Peace, at their Ge- 
neral Quarter-Seſſions, are authorized and required, 


| + upon. information upon oath, to ſummon any 


Preacher in any ſeparate congregation, or any per- 
* ſon difenting from the Church of England, called 
* a Quaker, to appear before them, and to ſubſcribe 
the declartion of his belief; and ſuch perſons who 
© ſhould refuſe or neglect the ſame, ſhould for eve- 
* ry ſuch offence, being thereof lawfully convicted, 
* bedeprived of the benefit of the exemption allow- 
ed by the ſaid Act of the firſt of King William, 
© until he have made the profeſſion of his belief in 
the Words before - mentioned; but the Quakers, to 


| © profeſs their belief in the ſame words as they are 


required to do by the Toleration Act. No au- 
thor, printer, or publiſher ſhould be proſecuted, 
unleſs the proſecution be commenced within 

No perſon to be proſecuted for any offence againſt 


A 


taken down in writing within days after the 
ſpeaking thereof, and the proſecution commenced 
within months. 
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this Act by adviſed ſpeaking, unleſs the words be 
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After the firſt reading of this bill, the ſecond 


reading was put off till the 2d of May, when all the 
Lords in and about London were ordered to be ſum- 


moned to attend the ſervice of the Houſe. 
Accordingly on the 2d of May the ſaid bill was 
read the ſecond time, and his Grace the Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury moved, that it be committed to 
a Committee of the whole houſe, Hereupon the 
Lord Onſlow ſaid; That he was as much againſt 
© blaſphemy, and for promoting religion, as it is 
< profeſſed in the Church of England, as any body; 


| © but that he could not be for any Law that was for 


« perſecution, of which nature he took this bill to be, 
and therefore he moved that it might be thrown 
ut.“ His Lordſhip was ſeconded by his Grace 
the Duke of Wharton, who, among other things, 
faid, That he was not inſenſible of the common 
«© talk and opinion of the town concerning him; and 


© therefore he was glad of this opportunity to jultify | 
* himſelf, by declaring, That he was far from be- 


< ing a patron of blaſphemers, or any enemy to re- 
< ligion : But that, on the other hand, he could not 
© be for the bill, becauſe he conceived it to be repug- 
© nant to the holy Scripture 3? and thereupon, pul- 
ting an old family Bible out of his pocket, his Grace 
quoted and read ſeveral paſſages of the epiſtles of St. 
Peter and Paul; concluding, that the bill might 
be thrown out. His Grace was back'd by the Duke 
of Argyle, and the Earls of Sunderland and Jay, the 


Lord Viſcount Townſhend, the Earl Cowper, and the 


Earl of Peterborough. This laſt noble Peer ſaid, a- 
mong other things, That tho' he was for a Parlia- 
« mentary King, yet he did not defire to have a 
Parliamentary God, or a Parliamentary Religion; 
and if the houſe were for ſuch cake; No would go 
© to Rome, and endeavour to be choſen a Cardinal; 
for he had rather ſit in the Conclave than with their 
* Lordſhips upon thoſe terms.“ The Lord Biſhop 
of Peterborough ſpoke alſo on the ſame ſide, and os 
Y „ 
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That neither himſelf, nor, he hoped, any of that 


| © bench, would be executioners of ſuch a law, which 


« ſeemed to tend to the ſetting up of an inquiſlition.* 

On the other hand, the Earl of Nottingbam, the 
Lord Bathurſt, the Lords Biſhops of London, Win- 
cheſter, Litchfield and Coventry, and ſome others, 


| ſpoke for the bill, as did likewiſe the Lord Trevor. 
One of theſe Peers having ſaid, He verily believ- 


« ed, that the preſent calamity occaſioned by the 


| © South-ſea project, was a judgment of God on the 


* blaſphemy and profaneneſs the nation was guilty 
« of, the Lord Onſlow. replied, © That noble 


Peer muſt then have been a great ſinner ; for *twas 


« ſaid, he had loſt conſiderably by the South. ſea. 
After ſome other ſpeeches, the queſtion being put, 

that the farther conſideration of the ſaid bill be put 

off to that day three weeks, it was carried in the af- 


| firmative, by 60 voices againſt 31. 


May 1. The Commons taking into conſideration 
thoſe parts of the reports from the Committee of Se- 


crecy, which relate to James Craggs Eſqz deceaſed, 


late Poſt-maſter General, Mr. Robert Surman was 
called in and examined ; and being withdrawn, a 


letter from the ſaid Mr. Surman to. Robert Knight, - 


Eſq; dated the 18th of January 1719, was read. 
Then Mr. Thomas Horne was called in and examined; 


and à bill drawn by Mr. Horne upon the ſaid Mr. 


Craggs for 795 1. payable to Mr. Robert Knight, the 


th of February 1719, was read. Mr. Jacob Sa- 
bridge was alſo called in and examined; and a pro- 


miſſory note, written by Mr. Robert Knight, and 
which had been ſigned by the ſaid Mr. Sawbridge, 
but was cancelled, (for transferring to Mr. Robert 
Surman, or bearer, at demand, 30,000 I. South. ſea 
ſtock, value receiyed) dated the 6th of February, 
1719, was read. After which it was reſolved, _ 
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1ſt, That it appears to the Houſe, that James & 
Craggs, Eſq; late Poſt-maſter-General, did, in Fe- te 
bruary, 1719. during the time that the propoſals of M x 
the South-ſea Company were depending in Parlia- fr 
ment, with a corrupt intention, apply to, and ſolli- to 
cite Robert Knight, late caſhier of the ſaid Company, 
for a large quantity of Sozz7h-ſea ſtock, to be held by 
the ſaid Company for his own uſe and benefit. of 


 2dly, That it appears to this Houſe, that on ot an 
about the 27h of February, 1719. a ſum of 300001, M ou 
capital ſtock of the South-ſea Company, which had ar, 


been taken in, and paid for out of the caſh of the x 


ſaid Company, was, upon the follicitation of the ſaid fat 
James Craggs, held by the ſaid Company for the uſe tee 


and benefit of the ſaid James Craggs ; which ſail an 
30000 J. ſtock wasafterwards, on the 28th of March, ¶ yt] 


1720. transferred to the ſaid James Craggs. 


_3Zdly, That it appears to this Houſe, that on the dit 
aAth of March, 1719. a farther ſum of 10000 l. ca-W ing 
pital ſtock of the Souib- ſea Company, was taken in 
and paid for out of the caſh of the ſaid Company, 
by the ſaid Robert Knight, for the uſe and benefit of 
the ſaid James Craggs. 


_ "4tbly, That it appears to this Houſe, that the ſaid of 1 
James Craggs was a notorious accomplice and confe: 
derate with the ſaid Robert Muigbt, and ſome of the 
late directors of the'Sourh-fea Company, in carrying 
on their corrupt and ſcandalous practices, and did, 
by his wicked influence, and for his own exorbitant 
gain, promote and encourage the pernicious execu · ¶ wh 
tion of the late South. ſca ſcheme. | 


a 5thly, That all the eſtate real and perſonal, of 
from and after the iſt day of December, 1719. (ove! 


and above what he ſtood ſeized or poſſeſſed of * to 
0 | wh 


the 


n in 
uny, 
It of 


| ſaid 
"nfe- 


f the 
ying 
did, 
ttant 
xecu- 


1, of 
ſeſſed 
(over 
of on 

the 
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the faid 1ſt day of December) be applied for and 
| towards the relief of the unhappy ſufferers in the 


South-ſea Company, and for deterring all perſons 
from committing the like wicked practices for time 


6thly, That it be an inſtruction to the Committee 
of the whole Houſe to whom the bills for the relief 
of the unhappy ſufferers to the South-/ea Company, 


and for reſtraining John Aiſlabie, Eſq; from going 


out of this kingdom for the ſpace of one year, Sc. 
are committed, that they do receive a clauſe or clau- 
ſes purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions. After this, the 


| farther conſideration of the report from the Commit- 
tee of Secreſy, was put off to that day ſev'nnight, 


and the call of the Houſe adjourned to Thurſday the 
4th of May, :. 85 | | 
May 2. The Commons, in a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, took into conſideration the public cre- 
dit of this kingdom; and after reading the proceed- 
ings and reſolutions of the general Court of the South- 
ſea Company held the 23d of December, 1720. as al- 
ſo the reſolutions of the general Court of the ſaid 
Company held the 9th and 18th days of March, 
1720. relating to the four money-ſubſcriptions, Mr. 
Sloper opened the debate, and took notice, that one 
of the principal cauſes of the ruin of public credit, 
was the fraudulent dealing of the Souzh-ſea directors, 
with the proprietors of the redeemables, and other 
public debts, and. with the money- ſubſcribers. He 
was ſeconded by the maſter of the rolls, and backed 
by Mr. Hutcheſon and the chancellor of the dutchy, 
whoall concluded,that ſome relief ought to be given 
to the ſaid ſubſcribers, Mr. Miner was of the ſame 
opinion, and thereupon moved, that the ſeven mil- 
lions due from the Sourb-fea Company to the Go- 
vernment be remitted. - This was ftrenuouſly oppo- 
ſed by. Mr. Smith, who ſhewed how abſurd it was, 
to pretend to retrieve public credit, by W 
73 2 t 
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that is, by taking from the public ſo great a ſum, 


to give it to private perſons: He owned, that 
they who had ſuffered by the fraud and miſma- 


nagement of the late Souzh-ſea Directors, were 


worthy objects of compaſſion; but that they ought 
to be relieved out of the eſtates of thoſe who had 
occaſioned their loſſes, and not out of the public 


money. This was anſwered by Mr. Horatio Wal- 


pole, who was for Mr. Milner's motion; as were 
alſo the Lord Tyrconnel, Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Robert 


Walpole, Colonel Bladen, and ſome others; and 


tho* they were oppoſed by Mr. Shippen, Serjeant 


Pengelly, and a few more, yet the queſtion being 


put, about a quarter paſt eight in the evening up- 
on Mr. Milner's motion, it was carried in the 
affirmative by 22x voices againſt 194. 

The moſt remarkable paſſage in this day's de- 
bate, was Mr. Shippen's naming a great lady, who 
had a conſiderable quantity of South-ſea ſtock gi- 
ven her; and afterwards telling a ſtory of Alice 
Pearce, a celebrated miſtreſs of King Edward III, 
who made: a breach between the King and the 
black Prince, was twice removed from court, by 
the interpoſitſon and ſolicitation of the then ſpeak- 
er'of the houſe of Commons. This ſtory being 
looked upon as implying an odious parallel, Colo- 
nel Bladen animadverted upon it with ſome warmth, 


May 3. After the reading of the petitions of 


the city of Lincoln, borough of Chipping Wycombe, 


and borough of Abingdon, for juſtice, Mr. Farrer 


reported to the houſe the reſolution of the day be- 


fore, in a grand Committee about public credit, 
which occaſioned a freſh debate from two till half 
an hour paſt ſix in the evening, when the court 
party finding that their oppoſers had the majority, 
conſented, without dividing, that ſome amend- 
ments be made to the ſaid reſolution, which was 
agreed to as follows, viz, FO TE, 

$50 8 That 


rere 
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lief be given to the South-ſea company, with re- 


gard to the payment of the 4, 1 56, 306 J. 4 s. 11 d. 
and the four and half year's purchaſe, 
year's purchaſe upon ſeveral annuities, and other 
national debts, the ſaid company giving ſuch con- 
ſideration to the public, and ſuch farther relief to 
the ſeveral proprietors and perſons concerned in 
intereſt with the ſaid company, as this houſe ſhall 
think proper. | 5 2 


May, 6. Mr. Comptroller, by the King's com- 
mand, laid before the houſe copies of ſeveral let- 
ters and papers relating to Mr. Knight, which 
were read; particularly a letter from Mr. Leathes, 


33 


That for the re-eſtabliſhing of public credit, re- Reſolutiens 


of the Com. 
mons con- 
cerning 


1 ublic 
and one kredit. 


the Britih reſident at Bruſſels, containing an ac- 


count of the excuſes and pretences made uſe of to 
elude his inſtances for the delivering. up of the 
faid Knight. Thoſe excuſes were thought fo fri- 
volous, that a motion was made for prohibiting the 
importation of all commodities of the growth and 
manufacture of the Auſtrian Netherlands, particu- 
larly ' Jace and lawn, till ſuch time as Mr. Kzight 
had been delivered up and ſent over: But it was 
thought more proper, that a Committee be a 

pointed to conſider of the [ſtate of the trade be- 


tween this kingdom and the Auſtrian Netherlands, 


and to report the ſame, as it ſhould appear to 
them, to the houſe 3; which Committee was ap- 
pointed accordingly. The ſame day a motion was 
made, that it might be an inſtruction to the grand 
Committee on the bill for the relief of the unhappy 


ſufferers, &c. that they ſhould receive a claule, 


that the paternal eſtate of Mr. Aiſlabie might not 
be liable to the ſame forfeitures with the other 


part of his eſtate z- but tho' this motion was ſtrong- 


ly ſupported by three members, yet it was rejected 
with general indignation. OO 
a et eie ie ry 
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May 8. Sir Foſeph Jekyll, maſter of the rolls, 
acquainted the houſe, that he was directed by the 


Committee of Secrecy to acquaint the houſe, 
of an application made to a member of the ſaid 


Committee, relating to a matter depending before 


this houſe, - and thereupon named the honourable 
General Roſe, as the gentleman to whom ſuch ap- 


plication was made; whereupon General R, ac- 


- quainted the houſe that that morning, while he 


was at the ſaid Committee, he received a note, that 


a gentleman was at the door to ſpeak with him, 


and he went out, and found there Thomas Ver- 
non, Eſq; (a member of this houſe) who deſired 
him to go into a little room near, whither he 
went; and Mr. Vernon acquainted him, that he 
had ſomething to ſay to him, which he deſired 
might go no farther z whereupon General Rofe 
told him, he hoped he had nothing to ſay to him 
which might be improper for him to hear z after 
which, Mr. Vernon told him, there was a diſpo- 
ſition in the houſe to be favourable to Mr. Aila- 
biz, in the bill upon which the houſe was to be 
in a Committee that day, and that it was in his 
power to do him ſervice, and for the ſame, Mr. 
Aiſiabie would make him any acknowledgment, 
and in any manner he ſhould think fit; upon 
which Mr. Rofſe (from what he firſt ſaid) conclud- 
ing it was upon ſome corrupt matter, left him in 
a paſſion, and thought it his duty to acquaint the 
Committee of ſecrecy therewith, and the ſaid Com- 
mittee thought it was proper to have the matter 
laid before the houſe. To this matter Mr. Ver- 


non was heard in his place, and owned the faid 


words and circumſtances; withal declaring, that 
he did not mention or intend any thing of money, 


or any other corrupt matter, and begged the par- 


den of the gentleman and of the'houſe, if he had 
committed any offence, he faying the words with- 


dut any corrupt intention, and only on account of 


friendſhip, 


A. 172 1. DEBATES. 


friendſhip, ( en related to Mr. Aiſlabie, ) 
And then Mr. Vernon withdrew. Hereupon it 


was reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that 


Thomas Vernon Eſq; (a member of this houſe) 
hath made a corrupt application to General Raſſe, 
(a member of this houſe, and one of the Com- 
mittee of ſecrecy) in relation to a matter depend- 
ing before this houſe. 2dly, That the ſaid Tho- 
mas Vernon, Eſq; be (for his ſaid offence expell- 
ed this houſe. It was alſo ordered, that the thanks 
of this houſe be given to General Roſſe, for the 


| juſtice he had done to this houſe and to his coun- 
| try, in laying the application made to him by 


Thomas Vernon, ric before this houſe. And Mr. 
Speaker gave him the thanks of the houſe accord- 


ingly. After this, the Commons, in a grand 


Committee, made ſome progreſs in the bill for 
relief of the unhappy ſufferers in the South- ſea 


company, &c. and added Mr. Aiſabie's name and 


eltate. 


May 12. The Commons in a grand Commit- 
tee, conſidered farther of the ſtate of the public 
credit, and Mr. Yonge opened the debate, and 
moved, that two of the ſeven millions due from 
the South-/es company to the government, might 
be applied towards reducing the public debt, and 
ſinking ſome of the moſt heavy duties; and that 
the other five millions be remitted towards the 
relief of the ſufferers by the South-/ea ſcheme, 
Mr. Pulteney ſpoke on the ſame ſide, as did al- 
ſo the maſter of the rolls, and ſome others. But 
Mr. Robert Walpole warmly inſiſted for remitting 


the whole ſeven millions, and was ſeconded by + 


the Lord Barrington, Mr. Grey Nevil, and Mr. 
Tufnel, On the other hand, Mr. Smith was of 
Opinion, that no part of the ſeven millions ought 
to be remitted, but. the whole applied towards 
the ſinking the public debts, And the debate 
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having held out till near ſeven o' clock in the 
evening, the queſtion was put, whether the whole 
ſeven millions ſhould be remitted, and carried in 
the negative by a majority of 68 voices, viz. 206 
againſt 138. After this it was agreed, that five 


millions only ſhould be remitted. 


May 13. After the reading of a petition of the 
borough of Sudbury in Suffolk, for the juſtice, the 
Commons in a grand Committee, made ſome pro- 
greſs in the bill for the relief of the unhappy ſuf= 
ferers, &c. The ſame day, à bill to ſubject the 
ſtates real and perſonal of Sir George Caſwall, N. 
Jacob Sawbridge and Elias Turner, E/qrs. to make 
good to the South- ſea company the ſum of 250,000 l. 


was preſented to the houſe and received ; and this 


bill was read the firſt time on the 15th, Then 


the houſe was, according to order, called over, and 


the names of ſuch members as made default to ap- 
pear were noted down. And it was alfo ordered, 
that the houſe be called over again upon that day 
ſeven- night. e Fen | 


May 17. A bill to ſubjett the eſtates, real and 
perſonal, of Sir George Caſwall, Xi. Jacob Sawbridge, 
and Elias Turner, Efqrs; to make good to the South- 
ſea company the ſum of 250,000 l. was read a ſe- 
cond time, and committed to a Committee of the 
whole houfe. After which, in a grand Commit- 


tee, a farther progreſs was made in matter of the 


public credit of this Kingdom, | 
May 18. Tt was order'd, that the grand Commit- 


tee on the bill for the relief of the unhappy ſufferers, 
| &c. have power to receive a clauſe for diſabling 
the late Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, Direc- 


tors, Caſhier, Deputy-Caſhier, and Accountant of 
the Soutbrſea company, and alſo Fobn Aiſlabie, 


Or 
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or profit under his Majeſty, or to ſit or vote in either 
houſe of Parliament: After which a farther progreſs 


was made, in a grand committee, in the ſaid bill. 


May 22. Mr. Clayton acquainted the houſe, that 
the committee were preparing a draught of a report, 


relating to ſeveral members of both houſes, men- 
tioned in the account of ſtock ſold, laid before this 
houſe, and relating to all other members of this 
houſe mentioned in any examination taken by the 


ſaid committee, and deſired the houſe to appoint a 


day for receiving ſuch report: Whereupon it was or- 
dered, that the ſaid report be received upon that day 
fortnight: To which day the call of the houſe was 
adjourned, and ordered, that Mr. Speaker do write 
kis circular letters, requiring the attendance of the 
members of this houſe upon that day, being the 5th 
of Fune next, Then the houſe took into farther 
conſideration the report from the committee of ſe- 
crecy of the 21ſt of April laſt, particularly in relation 
to Edward Owen, Samuel Stroud, and Foſeph Shaw z 
and then, in a committee of the whole houſe, made 
a farther progreſs on the conſideration of the ſtate of 
the public credit of this kingdom. | 


The next Day five petitions, of the county of 
Derby, borough of Ea/t-Retford in Nottinghamſhire, 


of the borough of Eveſbam in Worceſterſhire, borough 


of Newark upon Trent, and borough of Newbury in 
Berkſhire, for juſtice, were read, as was alſo a pe- 


tition of the annuitants, and proprietors of the re- 


deemable debts, ſetting forth, That they had lent a 
great part of their eſtates on the credit of ſeveral 
acts of Parliament for the public ſervice; and that 
they thought they had ſufficient ſecurity 3 but found 


themſelves betrayed and given up by the managers 


appointed by their truſtees, contrary to the true in- 
tent and meaning of the Law, and contrary to the 
faith of publick credit; and begging the juſtice of 


the 
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the houſe, for relief againſt the fraud of the late 
South-ſea directors, as well as the great and notorious 
breach of truſt in the managers. And that, in order 
to reſtore the public credit, the petitioners might 
have a juſt and reaſonable ſatisfaction; and that their 
_ caſe be duly conſidered and diſtinguiſhed from that 
of the money-ſubſcribers, who had been excuſed nine 
parts in ten in the third ſubſcription, and four parts 
in five in the fourth ; and humbly hoping, that ſuch 
relief might be granted them, as might be equal and 
proportionable to their different claims and titles; 
which petitions were ordered to lie on the table. 
After this it was ordered, | 


1ſt, That a Meſſage be ſent to the Lords, to put 
them in mind of the bill for the better eſtabliſhing 
of publick credit, by preventing for the future the 
infamous practice of ftock-jobbing. 


2dly, That Mr. Hungerford do g0 with the ſaid 
Meſſage to the Lords. c 1 


Z3aly, That the Lord Mayor of the city of London, 

do lay before this houſe the names of ſuch perſons 
as are admitted to act as brokers within the city of 
London, and the liberties thereof, together with a 
copy of the ſecurity given by the brokers at the time 
of their admiſſion, and alſo a copy of the oath taken 
by them. 


Then, in a grand committee, a farther progreſs 
was made in the bill for the relief of the unhappy fuf- 
fFferers in the Southeſea company; and the chief mat- 
ter in debate was, what allowance ſhould be given 
to the late directors out of their eſtates? Mr. Lownds 
propoſed an eighth part; to which it was objected, 
that it would be too much for ſome who had the 
moſt bulky eſtates, and conſequently had been deepeſt 
in the guilt; and too little for others that * 1 
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ſmall eſtates, and were only paſſively criminal, by 


not entering their diſſent to the fraudulent manage- 
ment of the reſt. Then it was propoſed, whether 
to allow them according to the bulk of their eſtates, 
or in proportion to their ſhare in the guilt? But after 


ſome ſpeeches on both ſides, it was thought proper 
to put off that matter to the 2 5th. | | 


On the 24th of May, the Commons went into a 
grand committee upon the ſtate of the public credit, 
and took into conſideration that part of the report 
of the committee of ſecrecy, relating tothe money 


| borrowed of the South-/ea company on ſtock and 


ſubſcriptions. The main queſtion was, whether the 
borrowers ſhould be obliged to repay the money, 
or only loſe the ſtock and ſubſcriptions, on which 
they had borrowed to the company ? Which occa- 
ſioned a warm debate, that laſted till about eight o 
clock in the evening, when a Scotch member having 
moved for the queſtion, and the ſame being put as 
follows: 1 

That the ſtock and ſubſcriptions that were pawn'd 
for money borrowed, be ſecured to the Souih.-ſca 
company, and the debt diſcharged, 18 1 


It was carried in the negative, by a majority of 


211 voices againſt 46. 


May 25. The Commons, in a grand committee 
dn the ſufferers bill, reſumed the conſideration of the 
petitions of the late directors of the South-ſea com- 
pany; and after debating the merits of each, made 
allowances to them according to the liſt, in page 63. 


 Fune q. Mr. Farrer reported from the committee 
of the whole houſe, to whom it was referred to con- 
ſider of the ſtate of the public credit of this king- 
dom, the reſolutions they had directed him to report 
to the houſe, which he read in his place, and _ 
. | wards 
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wards delivered in at the table, where the ſaid refolu- 
tions were read, and are as follow, viz. 


** fo * 1 | "SS. - 8 11 f ö 
we 6k 1. That it is the opinion of this committee, that, 


ons for re- for the re-eſtabliſhing of public credit, and quieting | 


22 the minds of his Majeſty's ſubjects, the ſeveral pro- 
eredit, perties and intereſts now depending and concerned 
with the South-ſea company, be aſcertained and ſettled, 


2. That in order to put an end to all diſputes be- 
tween the South-ſea company, and the proprietors of 
the redeemable funds ſubſcribed into the ſaid com- 
pany, and for the farther relief of the ſaid proprie- 


tors, and the proprietors of the ſecond, third, and | 


fourth money-ſubſcriptions, who have now ſtock, al- 
lowed them at the rate of 400 per Cent. with the laſt 
Mzdjummer dividend of 10 per Cent, in ſtock, an 
addition after the rate of 33 J. 65. 8 d. ſtock upon 
every 109 J. ſtock already allowed, be given by the 


South-ſea company to the proprietors of the ſaid Þ 


redeemable funds, and to the proprietors of the ſe- 
cond, third, and fourth money-ſubſcriptions. 


3. That the ſum of 4,156,341 J. with the four 
years and half, and one year's purchaſe, payable; to 
the public by the Souih-ſea company, be remitted, ſo 
as from the 24th of June, 1722, two millions of the 
capital ſtock of the ſaid company be reduced and 
annihilated, and a proportionable part of their an- 

nuity oryearly fund, in reſpect of the ſaid two mil- 
lions, from that time, ceaſe, . 
4. That the ſecond ſubſcription of the irredeem- 
ables, as well the long annuities, as the annuities of 
g per Cent, prize lottery tickets, and blank lottery 
tickets, be made equal to the firſt ſubſcription of the 
like annuities, and tickets, by an addition of ſtock at 
Fg0-7-per Gm. od ates 
| nt 
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F. That all the capital Souzh-ſea ſtock belonging 


to the company in their own right, which, after the 


propoſed diſtribution made, ſhall remain undiſpoſed 


of, be divided among all the proprietors. of the ſaid 


company, in proportion to their ſeveral and reſpective 
intereſts therein; and that credit be given them for 
the ſame in the books of the ſaid company. 


6. That all demands for money borrowed of the 
South. ſea company, for which there is actually pledg- 
ed ſtock after the rate of 400 J. or under, for each 
100 J. ſtock, with the laſt Midſummer dividend, or 


on ſubſcription receipts after the rate of 300 7. or 


under, for each ſubſcription receipt for 100 J. be diſ- 
charged, and the property of the ſaid ſtock and ſub- 
ſcription receipts be abſolutely veſted in the ſaid com- 
pany 3 and that the ſaid company do accept the ſtock 
of the ſaid company, after the rate of 300 J. per Cent. 


| in repayment of any ſum or ſums of money borrowed 


of the faid company,on ſtock or ſubſcription receipts, 
at any price exceeding the rates aforeſaid, the ſame 
being tendered within a time to be limited. 


| The firſt and ſecond of theſe reſolutions were readi- 
ly agreed to: The third occaſioned a long debate; 
many members, particularly Mr. Hungerford, and 


moſt of the courtiers, inſiſting to have the whole ſe- 


ven millions remitted 3 but they were oppoſed by 
Mr. Sloper, and ſeveral others, and upon a diviſion 
it was carried by 166 voices againſt 155, to agree 
with the committee in the ſaid reſolution. The 


fourth. and fifth were alſo approved without oppoſi- 


tion; but the ſixgh occaſioned another warm debate 
and among the reſt, Mr. Docminique ſaid, with juſt 
indignation, He wondered any body that had borrowed 
money and refuſed to pay it, could look any man in the 
face. Another member propoſed, that the borrowers 
ſhould pay 10 per Cent. on all the money borrowed, 
over and above the ſtock pawned ; but it was at laſt 
e : reſolved 
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reſolved, that the ſaid ſixth reſolution be recommit- | 


ted. 


June 10. After the diſpatch of ſome ain of 
leſs importance, the Commons, in a committee of 
the whole houſe, conſidered farther of the South-/za 
ſufferers bill, particularly with relation to the allow- 
ances to be given to Mr. Grigsby and Mr. Aiſlabie. 
Mr. Arthur Moor moved to allow the firſt 10000 l. 
but another member ſaid, < That ſince that upſtart 
< was once ſo prodigally vain, as to bid his coachman 
feed his horſes with gold, no doubt but he could 
< feedon it himſelf; and therefore he moved, that 
he might be allowed as much gold as he could eat, 
© and that the reſt of his eſtate might go towards 
< the relief of the ſufferers. After ſome other 
ſpeeches,a motion was made for allowing him 2000, 
which was carried without a diviſion, 

Mr. Ai/labie's caſe came next under conſideration ; ; 
Mr. Robert Walpole, who ſpoke firſt, moved, that ſo 


much of his eſtate might be allowed: him, as he was 


poſſeſſed of towards the end of the year I 71 9, before 
the South. ſea bill was brought in, and this motion 
was back d by Mr. Earl, Sir Charles Hotham, Mr. 
Lowndes, Mz. Lechmere, Mr. Ward, Mr. Palmer, 
and ſome others. On the other hand, Mr. Freeman, 
moyv*d, that all he had got ſince the year 1714, might 
be confiſcated and applied to the uſe of the public ; 
and he was ſupported by SirZeſeph Fetyll, who urg?d, 
That it was in the power of the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury to have prevented the miſchief that had been 
done by the directors. Mr. Broderick, Mr. Sloper, 
Sir William Wyndbam, and ſome others, ſpoke on the 
ſame ſide with ſo much weight, that the queſtion 
being put, that all the eſtate which Mr. Aiſſabie was 
poſſeſſed of in the year 1719, be left for him and 
his family; the ſame, upon a diviſion, was carried 
in the negative by a majority of 18 voices. Then 
another motion was made, and the queſtion put, for 
| allowing 
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allowing him and his family all the eſtate he was 
poſſeſſed of on the 20th of Oober 1718, which was 
carryed in the affirmative by a majority of 113 
voices againſt gg, Here follows a compleat and ex- 
act balance of the eſtates of the late ſub-governor, 
deputy-governor, c. of the South. ſea company, as 
delivered upon oath to the Barons of the Exchequer; 


| together with the allowances out of each, thought 


proper by the grand Committee of the honourable 
houſe of Commons, to be made to each perſon reſ- 
pectively. | | | 


— 


Perſons. Eſtates. 7 | Allowances. 


: ZZ „ 
Sir John Fellows, | 
Sub-Governor — F 243996 00 06 foo 00 © 
Charles Foy, Eſqzy ; | | 
Deputy- eben 4010J 08-007 . 
Mr. Afell 27750 19 OS} ;000 O 
- 183349 10 087 1000 00 0 
Sir Lambert Blackwell 83529 17 11 [10000 O00 O 
Sir Robert Chaplin — 45875 14 05 10000 00 © 
Sir William Chapman 39161 06 08*|tooo0 oo o 
Mr. Cheſter 140372 15 06 [10000 o 
Mr. Child 52437 19 ol [10000 00 o 
Mr. Delaport— 17151 04 06 (10000 o0 o 
Mr. Eyes — 34329 16 07 [20000 00 o 
Mr. Edmondſon —— 5365 00 oo | 3000 00 © 
106543 05 06 Jloooo Oo O 
Mr. Gore ———— 38936 15 05 [20000 oo o 
Mr. Hawes ——— 4003 1 00 0235] 3r 00 0 
Sir William Hammond . 22707 04 02 |t0000 oo o 
Mr. Horſey —— — 19962 05 03 [Lo000 00 o 
Mr. Holditch —— - 39527 10 04 | 5000 00 o 
Sir Theodore Janſſen 243244 03 11 50000 00 o 
Sir Jacob Facobſon 11481 04 00 ff 1000 00 0 
Mr. Ingram ——=— 16795 oo oo 12000 00 0 
Sir John Lambert — 72508 ol 05 | 5000 o0 © 
Sir Harcourt Maſter 11814 12 03:| 5000 00 o 
; | Mr. Mor- 


— 
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Perſons. Eſtates. Allowances. 

| . bi N h. 
Mr. Morley ——— 1869 10 03 | 1800 oo o 
Mr. Page — 34817 12 034 10000 00 o 


Mr. Raymond —— 64373 06 03 30000 oo 0 
Mr. Read 117297 16 OC 10000 00 o 
Mr. Reynolds —— 18368 13 023114900 oo 0 
Mr. Sawbridge —— 77254 ©I 08 | 5000 00 o 
Mr. Tillard — 19175 14 04 [15000 oo o 
Mr. Turner ——— 881 17 06| 800 00 o 


Mr. Surmen, DEL. 121344 30 09] 000 00 0 


Fune 12. The Commons, in a grand Committee, 
conſider'd farther of the ſtate of the public credit, 
and came to ſeveral reſolutions, which being the next 
day reported by Mr. Farrer, were agreed to by the 
Houſe, as follows, viz. SIN | 
mn Cont I. That ſuch perſons as have borrowed money 
mons oon. from the South-ſea Company upon South-ſea ſtock,ac- 
. AY tually transferred and pledged at the time of borrow- 
ing, to or for the uſe of the ſaid Company, ſhall,upon 
payment of 10 per Cent. upon the reſpective ſums 
ſo borrowed, at a time or times to be limited, and 
not other wiſe, be diſcharged from all farther demands 
of the ſaid Company, in reſpect of the monies ſo 
borrowed ; and that all the ſtock ſo transferred and 
pledged, together with all dividends and profits 


in the ſaid Company. | 


2. That ſuch perſons as have borrowed. money 
from the South-ſea Company upon ſubſcription-re- 
ceipts, actually pledged to the ſaid Company at the 
time of borrowing, ſhall, upon payment of 10 per 
Cent. upon the reſpectiye ſums ſo borrowed,at a time 
or times to be limited, and not otherwiſe, be diſ- 
charged of all farther demands 1n reſpect of the mo- 

Wu * ney 


thereto belonging reſpectively, be abſolutely veſted 


. on 3, MS i Cr BR .. 


A. 1721. DEBATES. 


ney ſo borrowed ; and that all the ſubſcription re- 
ceipts ſo pledged, together with all dividends and 
profits thereunto belonging, be abſolutely veſted in 
the ſaid Company. 


The ſame day (June 13) Mr. Broderick, from the 
Committee of Secrecy, acquainted the Houſe, that 
they had conſidered and gone through all the mat= 
ters to them referred, and had prepared a farther 


| report, which they were ready to make, when the 


Houſe would pleafe to receive the ſame ; whereupon 


Friday morning next. 


it was ordered, that the ſaid report be received upon 


June 1 5. A bill was ordered to be brought in For 
appointing commiſſioners lo examine, ſtate, and deter- 
mine the debts due to the army : And then ſeveral clau- 
ſes having been ordered to be inſerted in the malt- 
bill, the commons in a'grand Committee, went 


through the ſam 


thereto, | 


GEORGE R. 


TS Majeſty having taken the firſt opportunity, up- 
on the Death of the late King of Sweden, to re- 


e, and made ſeveral amendments 


new the antient alliances between this kingdom and Swe- 
den, and having ſtipulaled by a treaty to pay a ſubſidy to 


that Crown, hath ordered that treaty to be laid before 
the Houſe of Commons, and hopes, from their known 


zeal and affeftion to the Proteſtant Religion, and the 


true intereſt of their country, that they will enable him 
engagements be has entered into upon 


10% make good the 
this occaſion. 


His Majeſty being informed that two ſhips, called the 
Briſtol Merchant and Turkey Merchant (now lying 
other 


under quarentine 


Vor. VIII. 


) did arrive I Cyprus, and 


parts 


| June 16. Mr. Comptroller delivered to the Gam | 
mons the following meſſage from his Majeſty, vix. 


The King's 
meſſagecon- 
cerning the 
ſubſidy to 
Sueden. 
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parts of Turkey, infected with the plague, and have 


cotton- wool and other goods on board, which are dange- 


rous to ſpread the infection; and conceiving it neceſſary, 


for the preſervation of the health of his ſubjects, that the 
ſaid ſhips and their ladings be burnt and deſtroyed, and 
that a reafonable ſatisfaction be given to the owners, 
hath, by advice of his Privy-Council, cauſed the value 


thereof to he computed by bis Majeſty's officers, and or- 


dered thoſe computations to be laid before the Houſe of 
Commons, that proviſion may be made for ſatisfying the 
ſame. 


Moſt of the members, who expected a meſſage of 


another nature, and that they were to be acquainted 


with the near proſpect of a peace in the North, were 


not a little ſurprized at this demand of a ſubſidy for 
Sweden : Hereupon, the conſideration of the ſaid 


meſſage was put off to the next day; and Mr.Comp- if 


troller having (with the ſaid meſſage) delivered in ſe- 
veral papers, with a ſchedule of them, the ſaid ſche- 
dule was read as followeth : A copy of the treaty 
between GEreat- Britain and Sweden, and tranſlation: 
A copy of the ſeparate articles of the ſaid treaty and 
tranſlation, 1719-20, January 21. Whereupon it 


was ordered, 'That the faid papers do lie upon the 


table, to be peruſed by the members of the Houſe, 


Then Mr. Broderick (according to order) made the 
_ » farther report from the Committee of Secrecy, and 
read the ſame in his place, and afterwards delivered 
the report in at the table, where the ſame was read, 


and ordered to be taken into conſideration on the 
Weaneſday next following. On, 


Fune 17. A bill for appointing Commiſſioners to exa- 
mine, ſtate, and determine the debts due to the army, 
was preſented to the Houſe, received, read the firit 
time, and ordered to be read a ſecond: And after 
the conſideration of the report from the Committee 
of Secrecy of the 5th inſtant had been put off 8 a 
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fortnight, the Houle proceeded to conſider the King's 


Britain and Sweden, January 21, 1719-20, and of 
its ſeparate articles, were alſo read: And a motion 
being made, That a ſupply be granted to his Maje- 
ſty, to make good the engagements he had en- 
tered into with the Crown of Sweden; and to give a 
| reaſonable ſatisfaction to the owners of the ſhips cal- 

led the Briſtol Merchant, and Turkey Merchant, in 

| caſe it were found neceſſary for the preſervation of 
the health of his Majeſty's ſubjects, that the ſaid 


of W ſhips and their ladings ſhould be burat and deſtroy- 
eh ed. This motion occaſioned a long debate, and ve- 


ry warm ſpeeches. Mr. Shippen, Sir William Wynd- 
bam, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, the Lord Moleſcworth, Mr. 
aid BY Butler, and ſome others who were againſt the mo- 
1P-W tion, deſir'd to know, Whether we were to give 
e- 720001. to Seden, beſides the maintaining a great 
he- « fleet with 6000 ſeamen in the Baltick, which they- 


ey | * thought a ſufficient charge to the nation, without 
e paying ſo great a ſubſidy? Urging, That before 


© this laſt treaty with Sweden, there had been a rup- 
ture between the two nations, and hoſtilities, and 
the great depredations committed by the Swediſb priva- 
uſe, WH « teers on our merchants ; ſo that before any ſubſidy 
the be given to that crown, accounts ought firſt to be 
© ſtated and ſettled, and it might appear upon the 
balance, that Sweden is indebted to us.“ To this 
it was anſwered, by Mr. Robert Walpole, and his 
brother the Chancellor of the Dutchy, the Lord 
Barrington, and ſome other courtiers, That the 
© ſublidy allowed to Sweden by this laſt treaty, and 
the ſquadron ſent to their aſſiſtance, was no more 
than had been ſtipulated by former engagements 3 
but that the ſaid ſubſidy was not like to be de- 
* manded any more, the preliminaries of the peace 
between the Czar of Muſcovy and the Crown of 
* Sweden, being in a manner ſettled. Neither did the 
F 2 Ning 


meſſage of the day before, which was again read by che Kings 
Mr. Speaker. The copy of the treaty between Great- =<lage. 


Lord Melef- Lordſhip faid, among other things, That he would 


ſpeech. 
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© King deſire any new tax for it, the land and malt- 
tax being ſufficient to anſwer all this year's expen- 
ces. Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer added, 
© That he was extreme glad, he could at the ſame 
© time acquaint the Houſe, that his Majeſty's endea- 


_ © yours to procure a general peace, had been ſo ſuc- 


« ceſsful, that an advantageous treaty with Spain was 
actually agreed on and ſign'd.“ Hereupon the 
motion for a ſupply being carried without a diviſion, 
the next queſtion was, that the Houſe go into a 
Committee to conſider of that motion. The oppo- 
ſers party would fain have put it off to a long day; 
but the courtiers having moved for the 19th, it was 


carried without dividing, 


Accordingly on the 19th of June, after the ſe- 
cond reading of the Bill for appointing Commiſſioners to 
ſtate and determine the debts due to the army, and the 
adjourning of the call of the Houle to that day ſeven- 
night, the Commons went into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe to conſider of the motion for a ſupply ; 
and at the ſame time took into conſideration both his 
Majeſty's meſſage, and the late treaty with Sweden, 
upon which there aroſe a warm debate. Sir Pilliam 
Wyndbam declared himſelf, as he had done before, a- 
gainſt the ſubſidy to Swweden,asan unneceſſary charge; 
and the Lord Moleſcworth went to the bottom of, and 
laid open the whole affair of the Noribern war. His 


go as far as any man to maintain and ſupport the 
honour and dignity of the Crown of Great-Britain; 
but that on the other hand, he was not for ſquan- 
dering away unneceſſarily the ſmall remainder ot 
the wealth of the nation. That by our late conduct 
we are become-the allies of the whole world, and 
the bubbles of all our allies : But when we have oc- 
caſion for our allies, we are obliged to pay them 
well; and to that purpoſe his Lordſhip inſtanced in 
the Dutch troops that came over to our aſſiſtance in 
the late rebellion, He added, © That as to our al- 
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© liances with Sweden, it was a matter of great intri- 
* cacy and nicety; becauſe the treaties which Eng- 
land has, in divers times, made with Sweden are, 
partly, Ebntradictory ;?* and thereupon his Lord- 


ſhip enter'd into a curious detail of the treaties of 


Roſchild and Travendall, made in the reigns of King 
Charles II. and William III. That the engagements 
lately enter'd into with the Crown of Sweden were 


* likewiſe, in ſome meaſure, contrary to the treaties | 


N 


ſubſiſting with Denmark; particularly as to the ſe- 
curing to the Duke of Holſtein the Dutchy of Slz/- 
wick; and directly oppoſite to the meaſures for- 
merly concerted with the Czar of Muſcovy, in order 
to engage him to check the fierceneſs and ambition 
of the late King of Sweden. That, after all, it 
« ſeemed unreaſonable to expect that the Czar ſhould 


R „K & 6 


reſtore his conqueſts, whilſt other Princes kept the 


« ſpoils of Sweden : And therefore, in order to en- 
gage the Czar to yield what he had gained, it were 


but juſt that the King of Pruſſia ſhould give up 


« Stetin, and the Elector of Hanover Bremen and 
« WYreden, His Lordſhip own'd, that the diſtreſſed 
© condition to which the Swedes had been reduced, 
© was really worthy of compaſſion : But that, on the 


other hand, it muſt be conſider'd, that they had 
been, in a great meaſure, the authors of their own 


< misfortunes, by their tame ſubmiſſion to a deſpotic 


_ © tyrannical prince, and by ſacrificing their whole 


< ſubſtance to enable him to carry on his unjuſt, raſh, 
© and ambitious deſigns ; and that any nation who 
< followed their example deſerved the ſame fate. To 
this purpoſe, his Lordſhip took notice of the hard 
© uſage of the ſubjects of Mecklenburgh from their 


Prince, which by the bye, he ſhrewdly infinuated 


to have heen one of the cauſes of the late rupture 


with the Czar ; but that after all, England ought 


not to intermeddle with the affairs of the empire; 


that the getting naval ſtores for our ſhipping was 


© the main advantage we reaped from our trading 
5 405 F 3 « the 
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the Baltick: And he owned that hemp was a 
very neceſſary commodity, particularly at this 
juncture, (which put the houſe in a merry hu- 
mour) but that in his Lordſhip's opinion, if due 


thence at a much cheaper rate than from Sweden 
or Norway.“ Mr. Robert Walpole, and his bro- 
ther Horatio, anſwered the Lord Moleſworth ; who 
being ſupported by the Maſter of the rolls,the Chan- 
cellor of the dutchy, replied to the latter; and after 
ſome other ſpeeches, the queſtion being put, that a 
ſupply be granted to his Majeſty, to enable him to 
make good the engagements he has entred into with 
the crown of Sweden? It was, upon a diviſion, car- 
ried in the affirmative by a majority of 197 voices 
againſt 136. Then another queſtion being put, 


that a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty to be ap- 


plied to the ſatisfaction of the maſters, owners, and 
freighters of the ſhips Brijtol- Merchant, and Turkey- 
Merchant, which are intended to be burnt and deſtroy- 
ed for the preſervation of his Majeſty's ſubjects againſt 
infection? it was carried without any oppoſition. 

June 21. The Commons, in a grand Com- 
mittee, conſidered of the ſupply, and reſolved to 
grant to his Majeſty, | 


Firſt, A ſum not exceeding 72000 7. to enable 
him to make good the engagements he had entred 
into with the crown of Sweden. | 555 


Secondly, A ſum not exceeding 22935 1. to be 


applied to the ſatisfaction of the owners of the two 


ſhips, which were to be burnt and deſtroyed for the 


preſervation of his Majeſty's ſubjects againſt in- 
fection. rect 


June 26. Mr. Clayton reported the amendments 
made in a grand Committee to the ſufferers bill, 
one 


encouragement were given to ſome of our plan- 
tations in America, we might be ſupplied from 
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1 one of which being diſagreed to, Sir Thomas Croſs. | 

8 moved, that the conſideration of it might be put 

5 off till the Wedneſclay next following. This mo- 

e tion was ſeconded by Mr. Rudge, Deputy-Gover- 
ver of the South-ſea company, and thirded by 

n | Mr. Freeman, who ſuggeſted, * That it would be 


7 more ad vantageous to mulct the late directors in 
around ſum of money, to be levied among them 
0 «© ſelves, than to confiſcate their eſtates, and put 


* them in the hands of truſtees: That by the for- 
r © mer method, 12 or 1500,000 /, might be raiſed 


a by the lump, which was more than could be got 
0 « the other way, and with leſs trouble and charge.“ 
h But the houſe not ſeeming to reliſh the motion, 
it was dropt, and agreed to conſider the report 
'S immediately. ; 6 

t, The houſe hereupon began with the preamble 
= of the bill, in relation to which, two points were 
d ſtrenuouſly debated: The firſt was, that the words 
7 ſeven millions and upwards, ſhould be altered into 
'- | theſe words, an immenſe ſum : Which was mov- 


t ed by Mr. Robert Walpole, and ſupported by the 
Chancellor of the dutchy, and Mr. Hungerford ; 
1 but being oppoſed by Sir Fo/eph Jekyll, and ſome 


0 other members, it was carried without dividing, 
that the words ſeven millions and upwards ſhould 

| ſtand. 1 N : | 5 : 

e The next point was in relation to Mr. Aiſabie, 


d who in the preamble of the bill is charged with 
| breach of the great traſt in him repoſed, and that 
witha view to his own exorbitant profit, he had 
combined with the late directors of the South-/ea 
company, in their pernicious practices, and had 
been guilty of moſt dangerous and infamous cor- 
ruptions, c. with other allegations that are made 
the ground of his puniſhment, in the enacting 
part. Mr, Giles Earle moved, that theſe hard 
8 epithets might either be left out, or at leaſt ſof - 
. tened; urging, among other reaſons, that the 
8 | | F 4 1 
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ſame would leave an indelible blot upon his ſon, 
a worthy Gentleman, and a member of that houſe, 
and his family, to whom the houſe had thought 
fit to allow a conſiderable eſtate, Mr. Grey Neville 
ſpoke yet more at large in favour of Mr. Aiſlabie, 
urging moſt of the arguments contained in a ſpeech 
upon the conſolidated bill; and in particular, that 
the allegations or facts charged upon Mr. Aiſlabie, 
were not ſupported by ſufficient evidence. 

It will be proper in this place to inſert the ſaid 
ſpeech on the conſolidated bill; in which are 
contained moſt of the arguments made uſe of in 
behalf of Mr. Aiſlabie. The faid ſpeech is as 
follows: | | 


IX. N 36 | 
n H E charge in the bill before us againſt the 
Commons a- honourable perſon, who is the ſubject of 
gar te this debate, conſiſts of theſe two articles: 
ting bill, Breach of truſt, and corruption. 
. © The breach of truſt is grounded upon the 8th, 
| © gth, and 1oth reſolutions of this houſe, upon 
< which the bill was ordered to be brought in. 
< Theſe articles contain the ſeveral accuſations of 
© his having been privy to the loan of the Exche- 
«* quer bills upon ſtock ; his advifing or approving 
< the firſt money-ſubſcription at 300 J. per. cent, 
his encouraging the third money-ſabſcription by 
« ſending in a liſt. e 
« I ſhall not enter into any diſpute, whether 
< theſe facts can be proved or not; but taking 
< them for granted, I am extremely at a loſs ro 
find any breach of truft in the Chancellor of the 
* Excbequer, for having had any ſhare in thoſe 
„ 7 . | 
Does the act of Parliament direct the Treaſury 
to take care in what manner the company em- 
ployed the Exchequer bills? — There is not 
one word in the act relating to it. Os 


„ 
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what ſubſcription the' company took in, and at 


what rates? If the act had repoſed ſuch a truſt in 


the Treaſury, this honourable perſon, and every 


other Officer in it, would have been highly to 
blame, if they had not kept a watchful eye up- 


on the company in theſe tranſactions: But if the 
act leaves theſe matters entirely to the manage- 


ment of the company, whoſe concern alone it 


was; where can the breach of truſt be in the 


Treaſury? 
The directors and the company acted under 
the authority of an act of Parliament: has any 


body ever heard, that a Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, or the Lords of the Treaſury, or a Lord 
High-Treaſurer, had power to controul or diſ- 
penſe with, or give directions contrary to an act 
of Parliament ? 
If any body had a power to controul them, we 
had, and we alone, I mean the whole Parlia 
ment then ſetting : The Exchequer bills were iſ- 
ſued and lent by the company, and the firſt and 
ſecond ſubſcriptions taken in, long before the 
houſe roſe : We ſaw what they were doing, did 
we find fault with it? No, quite contrary z we 
approved of the two firſt ſubſcriptions by ano- 
ther act of Parliament, even in the ſame ſeſſions ; 
and is this honourable perſon now to be puniſh- 
ed in a moſt ſevere manner for what the direc- 
tors did, by virtue of a Law of our making, and 
confirmed by another law after thoſe matters 
were over; if there was any breach of truſt any 
where, it was certainly in us, who alone had the 
power of putting a ſtop to any pernicious prac- 
tices of the directors, whilſt we ourſelves were 
fitting. 
But, Sir, we were not to blame for not hav- 
ing obſtrudted what _y did at that time, nor 
Was 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1721. 


vas the treaſury to blame, or were the direc- 
tors themſelves to blame, or guilty of any breach 
of truſt on theſe accounts; the taking in ſub. 
« fcriptions and the raiſing their ſtock, was law- 
c ful in it ſelf, and abſolutely neceſſary to execute 
the ſcheme, from which the public was to reap 


_ © fo great advantage: But the breach of truſt, the 


« pernicious practices from whence all theſe cala- 
mities have flowed, were the making uſe of the 
< many millions of money that they had got, only 
© to raiſe their ſtock to an imaginary height, by 
< -Jending it out to gameſters and favourites, and 
© even without any reaſonable ſecurity at all. They 
© who adviſed and encouraged theſe practices, have 
© been the directors in their own wrong, and to 
- © the manifeſt wrong of many thouſands of fa- 
But upon this head this honourable perſon is 
© not accuſed by any body whatever. ST. 
The ſecond accuſation in this bill brought 
< againſt him, is the charge of corruption, which 
© is. grounded upon the reſolution that declares 
Mr. Knight held 20,0001. Soutb- ſea ſtock for 
this honourable perſon, whilſt this bill was de- 
< pending, without any money paid, or fecurity 
given for the ſame. | 1 85 
As for this article, I muſt own I am under 
great concern for the dignity of this houſe ; it is 
< certain that the zeal which has been ſhewn to 
© do juſtice upon offenders, and to relieve unhap- 
< py ſufferers, is yery commendable ; but wherher 
© that zeal has not carried us ſomething too far in 
© this matter, I confeſs I very much fear: It is not 
© to be expected, that when this honourable per- 
© fon made his defence, what he ſaid in his own 


« juſtification could be perfectlyj underſtood, eſpe- 


© cially on this head, it being the reſult of ſeveral 
© accounts, which very few people can carry along 
with them in a debate: I muſt own I was not 
< Capable 
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capable of doing it, and I could not help being 


came to be ſtated in the votes, that by thoſe 
very reſolutions upon which this honourable 
perſon was condemned, his innocence of this 
crime is as clear as it is poſſible to make it. 
This I believe every one, though ever ſo preju- 
—diced, muſt be ſatisfied of, that takes but the 


e pains of conſidering two or three of the reſo- 


| « Jutions together. 


'« ſtock for this honourable perſon, who paid him, 
as appears by the ſame account, 27, 800 J. for it. 
o < By the third reſolution we declare, Mr. Knight, 
ain February 1719, by the hand of Surman, and 
the broker, fold 20,000 J. of the ſame South-ſea 
is ſtock at 130 J. per cent. for the uſe and benefit of 
Mr. Ai/labie; ſo that then Mr. Knight had 
he 26000 J. of Mr. Aiſlabie's money in his hands, 
ch and likewiſe the remaining 2000 J. South-ſea 
es ſtock, mentioned in the firſt reſolution, which at 
or 175, the then market-price, was worth 3500 J. 


) i | 

d bought in December 1719, 22,0CO/. South-ſea 
* 

re 


* was certainly a ſufficient ſecurity for the 3 3000 l. 
paid by Mr. Knight on the 4th of March fol- 


ler lowing, for the 20, ooo /. South-/ea ſtock, re- 
18 maining in his hands, till the honourable perſon 
to paid him the reſt of the money, about 6000 J. 
p- © There could not poſſibly be any accident by 
1er fall of the ſtock, that could render this a bad 
in IF ſecurity. But it is very well known, that this 
zot was not all that the honourable perſon proved 
er- Mr. Knight had in his hands, at the time he paid 
wn for this 20,000 J. South. ſca ſtock, Mr. Surman 
pe- proved at the bar of the houſe, that Mr. Knight 
ral had 10,000 J. Eaſt- India ſtock belonging to the 
ng I honourable perſon at that time, which Weymond- 
not 


ſold proved he bought for him, gooo!. of which 
p c ' 


extremely ſurprized to find, when that matter 


« By the firſt reſolution we declare, Mr. Knight 


both ſums together making 29, 500 J. which ſum 
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Mr. Surman ſold on the gth of March for 
18, 900 J. the whole at that time, being worth 


21, 0001. But, Sir, I have for my information 


« ſtated all theſe matters together in a regular 
manner, and I will beg leave to read it to you 
© Gentlemen, that if I am miſtaken i in = 22 
I may be ſet right, 


The ſtate of Mr. Aiſlabie's account with Mr. Knight, 
upon the votes of the houſe of Commons, and Mr. 
Surman's evidence given at the bar, March 8, 

120. 


 RongrT Kxichr Dr. 
1719 3 
Decemb. To caſh, paid <A, in Bank; 410 
notes Wa 7,000 c 


Feb. 12. To 20,000 1. South. oa. ſtock 
ſold by Weymondſold at 130 


remaining in his hands 


To 2000 J. South. ſea flock | 
Fe 


Mar. g. To 9000 J. Eaſi-India ſtock | 
© 18,900 00 


ſold by Surman and Wey- 
mondſold, at 210 
To 1000. Eaft- India ſtock 94 ; 
maining in his hands at 210 2100 0 


78,300 00 
Cr. 


1719. | 4. 


Decemb. By 22,000 1. South-ſea ſtock 
bought by Strode at ſeve⸗ Less 0 
ral prices k 
Mar. 4. By 20,000 J. South-ſea ſtock 
bought by Weymondſold 2 355357 1 
ſeveral prices 


By ballance due to J. A. — 1 55 142 U 


8300 © 
783 ' 


26,000 00 
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By this account it appears, Sir, as plain as fi- 
gures can make it, that Mr, Knight paid for this 


ſtock with this Gentleman's money, and had at 


that time, or in a few days after, a balance over 
and above in his hands, due to the honourable 
perſon, above 15,000 /. | 
But, Sir, there is ſtill another evidence upon 


our votes, which is ſtronger, if poſſible, than 


this, and which convinced me more that this 
ſtock was bought with this Gentleman's own 


money; and that he alone was to run all the 


hazard relating to it, than any living evidence' 
whatever that could be given about it: I mean 
the letter by which the honourable perſon order- 


ed Mr. Weymondſold to buy this ſtock for him; 


which order is mentioned in our fourth reſolu- 


tion, and the letter itſelf is upon your table: 
This letter was undoubtedly writ: before this in - 
quiry could be thought of; this letter was writ 


by a great Officer to a common broker. Ar that 


time, certainly there could be no occaſion of any 
art or management betwixt theſe two perſons on 


this account. If any thing can give us the 
cleareſt light into this tranſaction, it muſt be 
this letter: Give me leave to read it. 


e. 


N 


Received yours, and did not write to Mr. Knight 
as you fancied, but, left it all to you ; if you can 
make it up 20,0001. I would ſtop there, ſince it 
has riſen upon us ſo faſt. J am yours, 
Mar. . 1719. | 139 


P. S. I will deſire Mr. Knight io pay you the 


* Money. | 


— 


Fe By this evidence, produced by the ſecret Com- 


mittee againſt the honourable perſon, it plainly 
RB appears 
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- appears to be his ſtock ; and by this letter he is 
laid under an obligation to accept and pay for it, 
whether it had riſen or fallen; and this is law, 
and this is practice. In the next place, it proves 
it to be the Gentleman's own money, and not 
the company's; becauſe he reſtrains the broker 

from buying more, becauſe the ſtock roſe ſo faſt, 
©. which is not a reaſon to be given, if the com- 
© pany had been to run the riſque, and not the ho- 
nourable Gentleman, but the contrary, But 
© what. is more convincing that it was not done in 
© concert with Mr. Knight, is, that the honourable 
<.perſon ſays, He did not write to Knight, as he 
« fancied, but left it all to Weymondlold. 
Thus, Sir, it is plain, that unleſs we unvote 

< what we voted nemine contradicente in our firſt 
< reſolution, and what we voted in the third reſo- 
< lution, and unleſs we diſprove this letter juſt 
mentioned, and unleſs Mr. Furman were in the 
< caſtleof Antwerp, it will be impoſſible for us to 
go about to make good this charge of corrup- 
© tion againſt the honourable perſon ; but every ac- 


a ® M K 6 


count, every circumſtance, every evidence we 
© ſhall-produce againſt him, will be very ſtrongly 


© for him. * * 

© Therefore, I hope, Gentlemen will conſider 
© what they are going to do. I am fatisfied, in 
© the preſent temper people are, ever ſtep we ſhall 


take towards the relief of the unhappy ſufferers, 


© will be applauded by thouſands and ten thou- 
* ſands z but in a little time the fury will certainly 
© abate, when we have done all we'can for them, 
and, perhaps, that all not ſatisfy many 
It behoves us to carry our views forward, and 
© to conſider how we ſhall look our country in the 
face if we cannot juſtify our actions, when they 
© ſhall come to be conſidered calmly. And who, 
indeed, will be able to juſtify the deſtroying a 
© Gentleman's reputation, and tearing his _— 
Sp: | from 
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« from him, and putting him under the moſt cru- 
el torture, the ſevereſt penalties and incapacities, 


| © not only without evidence of the'crimes laid to 
© his charge, but contrary to the ſtrongeſt evidence 


of his innocence. MY, 8 
Are we to take away a man's reputation and 
« eſtate for a breach of truſt in matters that were 


c not in any manner committed to his care; for 


© confederating with people who all deny they 
ever communicated their counſels or meaſures to 


| © him in any of their unwarrantable practices? 
For corruption, when by our own ftate of the 


« caſe there is no appearance of corruption in that 

tranſaction, but quite the contrary ? LA 
This would not be puniſhment, but cruelty ; 

it would not be reſtitution, but, in my opinion, 

« downright robbery. This would be an act of 

© violence and tyranny unheard of in any Briti/h 


© Parliament. And as the thing itſelf is unheard-of 
| © and unprecedented, ſo is the manner of com- 
ing at it. Whoever heard 'of a bill of attain- 
der (enacting all the puniſhments that can be in- 


« flifted except loſs of life and limb) tacked to 


© © another bill? Neither is it a fingle tack, but a 


chain of bills linked together, of the condemn- 
ed and accuſed, of the dead and the living: But 
« I will confine myſelf to the Perſon whoſe caſe is 
* now in queſtion; and pray let us ſee how that 


| © caſeftands. 


' © Firſt, a bill is ordered to be brought in againſt 
that honourable perſon, to prevent him from 
going out of the kingdom and alienating his 
© eſtate, that both his perſon and his fortune may 
* be liable to parliamentary juſtice, if he ſhould 
* be found guilty of the crimes laid to his charge. 
This bill is read twice, and then ordered to be 
* committed: Upon the motion for commitment, 
* ſome gentlemen are apprehenſive, that this bill, 
* ſingly by itſelf, may chance not to paſs the _ 

| © 0 
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of Lords: to prevent any ſuch accident, the 


Committee is directed to conſolidate this bill, 
< (which as I have already ſaid, is a bill in order to 
< bring a man to trial) with a bill to puniſh thirty 
© five perſons already convicted of great offences, 
by two ſeveral acts of Parliament, 


Is this all? No. As ſome gentlemen were 


< jealous that the Lords would not paſs this bill 
< ſingly, which was to make the honourable per- 
< ſon to diſcover his eſtate ; other gentlemen were 
as doubtful whether matters might not take ſuch 
< a turn, and circumſtances be ſo much altered, 
< that in another ſeſſion . the Lords might be as 


© unwilling to take his eſtate away when diſcover- 


< ed; and therefore as nothing is like the preſent 
time for doing of buſineſs, and all delays are 
dangerous in things of this nature, by another 
< inſtruction; to the ſaid Committee, the honour- 
able perſon's eſtate is to be confiſcated ; and. leſt 
< it ſhould meet with great difficulties elſewhere, as 
has been already obſerved, this puniſhment is to 
be tacked to the former puniſhment, which was 
before tacked to the bill againſt the directors. 

Any body. would imagine that here certainly 
© would be an end; but— no. Why, what 
< can be done next? What, is he to be hanged ? In- 
deed hanging would have been a very ſafe way 
of working, and would have effectually prevent- 
< ed this gentleman, who is known to have ſome 
© talents,” from making uſe of them at any time 


'© hereafter againſt thoſe, who he may imagine have 
< dealt very hardly. by him; but ſomething elſe is 


© propoſed that anſwers juſt the ſame purpoſe, and 
© that is, a diſability inthe honourable perſon from 
« receiving any favour from the crown, and from 
« ſitting or voting in either houſe of Parliament. 
This ſevere, this dangerous puniſhment, for the 
« reaſons above-mentioned, is likewiſe tacked to 


the 
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« the laſt mentioned puniſhment, which was tack- 
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ed to a former puniſhment, andſo'on. 
Was any thing like this ever heard of in any 


age before? Was ever any Engliſhman uſed in 


ſuch a manner? A gentleman is locked up in a 
priſon,” at a great diſtance from his friends, at a 
great diſtance from the knowledge of what paſſes in 
this houſe, comparatively to what it would be if 


he had his liberty: And here are we taking a- 


way his reputation, taking away his eſtate, put- 
ting him under cruel and ignominious incapaci- 
ties, not by the ſummary way of a bill, but by a 
new invented and more ſummary way, by a clauſe 
incorporated into another bill in a Committee. 

Is this our boaſted liberty? Is this our happy 
conſtitution, that is ſuch a barrier to our lives and 


properties ?---No, Sir, this is not the conſtitution 


of Parliament; this is what our anceſtors never 
heard of: The ſeveral forms that all bills ought 
to paſs through, have been wiſely provided, to 
give time and opportunity for application on one 
fide, and conſideration on the other; and with- 


out theſe forms, a man may be hurried out of his 


life, his liberty, or his eſtate, in as tyrannical a 
manner as under the government of Peter Alexo- 
wn. | 


When leave is given to offer a clauſe, no body | 


can tell exactly what that clauſe will be, till it is 
in the Committee: And before the perſon that 
is to ſuffer by it can be fully apprized of it, the 
clauſe is paſſed, and there is no opportunity of 
oppoſing it, but upon the report, or at the third 
reading; and every body knows how difficult the 
one is, and how vain the other: All the unfortu- 
nate perſor's friends can do, is only, like Job's 
meſſengers, to acquaint him from time to time with 
ſome freſh calamity that has befallen him. 


8 Sir, 
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Sir, I freely declare, I value our conſtitution 
above all things on earth; and, I think, thoſe 


rebels that fought at Dunblain and Preſton to de- 


ſtroy it, and who, by ſetting a popiſh bigotted 


. tyrant upon the throne, would have deprived us 
of our religion and liberties, as well as our 


eſtates, greater criminals than thoſe who. uſed in- 


direct arts laſt ſummer to get our money from 


us: Nay, I think them greater criminals than 
even thoſe guardians of orphans and infants who 


flung their wards into the ſtocks, when they! 


themſelves ſold out at exceſſive high prices; and 
by leaving thoſe unhappy wretches in that gulph 
of perdition, made a golden bridge for them. 
ſelves to eſcape upon. Obliging theſe hypocrites 
to make reſtitution to thoſe moſt unhappy ſuf- 
ferers, would be a piece of the higheſt juſtice, 


both in the ſight of God and man. But my juſt 
concern for thoſe miſerable creatures has carried 


me a little from my ſubject. 


+ © When I fay, Sir, that I value our conſtitution 


ſo highly, it is becauſe of its being ſo ſtrong a 
fortreſs againſt all the ſudden irruptions of arbi- 
trary power in every ſhape: It conſiſts in this, 
that no man can ſuffer loſs of life, or limb, or 
reputation, or liberty, or eſtate, but upon a fair 
trial, and by the judgment of his Peers in all 
common caſes ; and in the moſt extraordinary 
caſes, where the legiſlature interpoſes, the trial is 
to be by a bill; in ſuch a caſe, leave muſt be firſt 


given to bring in that bill; then it muſt be read 


a firit, and then a ſecond time, afterwards com- 


mitted, then reported, and read a third time; 
after which, it goes through all the ſame forms 


in the houſe of Lords, where a man has all the 


ſame opportunities of making his defence, and 


their Lordſhips have as free a liberty of judging, 
as the Commons had before, | 


IIa 


> 


A A M FF A A aA aA A & A R 


A aA A 


R „ _A6 


—— — ——_— 


** — $4.0 Y 


A. 1721. E. 


In the laſt place, it comes to the royal aſſent, 
« and there is room for application for mercy, and 
the bill may be after all rejected. Wo 
But, Sir, if inſtead of all theſe checks upon 
the ſudden reſolutions of the judges, and all theſe 
opportunities of defence of the perſon accuſed, 
a man may be deſtroyed at once, by a clauſe of- 
fered in a Committee, and tacked to a money 
bill, or any other bill of a more popular kind, 
* which the whole nation may expect ſhould paſs, 
and conſequently. both the Lords and the crown 
© be deprived of their free judgment; and by that 
means be ſtruck out of the legiſlature, I do not 
« ſee how our conſtitution can be more effectually 
© ſubverted. | e 
This would be tearing up Parliaments by the 
< roots, and deſtroying, at one blow, all that our 


N 
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anceſtors and we have been ſo long ſtruggling to 


« preſerve. | | 
An act of this nature would be a greater iniqui- 

* ty than any of the directors did or could commit, 

and would obliterate their offences, by conveying 


© down to poſterity greater crimes than they were 
© ever guilty of. | 5 
« I hope, Sir, we ſhall] not do them ſuch a ſer- 
vice at our own expence, and therefore I am for 
leaving the honourable perſon out of this bill, and 
for going on againſt him, as we at firſt ſet out, 
in a juſt fair parliamentary way, to the end, that 
© if he has been guilty of any faults, he may be 
* puniſhed for them; but I am not for puniſhing 
him for other perſons faults, much leſs am I for 


© puniſhing him in ſuch a monſtrous, in ſuch a vio- 


© lent manner, as will declare to all the world, that 


ve could not make good our charge againſt him, 
© but. yet were reſolved to ſacrifice him, and even 


the conſtitution itſelf with him.“ 


G 2 We 


84 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1721. 


We return now to the debates in the houſe. 

Mr. Neville was anſwered by Sir Foſeph Fekyll, 
Mr. Spencer Cowper, and Mr. Freeman, who in- 
ſiſted, that tho' the facts mentioned in the pre- 


amble could not be legally proved, yet the houſe 


being fatisfied in their conſciences of the truth of 
thoſe facts, from the evidence that had appeared 
before them, the ſame was ſufficient for that houſe, 
Sir Zoſeph having ſpoke with ſome vehemence up- 
on that head, Mr. Neville made ſome fmart re- 
flections upon him: But tho* Mr. Robert Walpole 
and Mr. Lechmere ſpoke likewiſe in behalf of Mr. 


_ Aiſlabie, yet were they not able to ſtem the tide 


4 i ——_ 


which run ſo ſtrong againſt him, that it was carried, 


without dividing, to let the words in the preamble, 
relating to him, continue, Then upon a debate 


when to proceed upon the report of the ſufferers bill, 


it was carried for the next day: And the call of 
the houſe farther adjourned to that day fortnight. 


June 27. The houſe took into farther conſide- 
ration the report about the ſufferers bill, and the 
firſt clauſe they went upon, was that for inveſting 
the eſtates of the forfeiting perſons in truſtees, for 


the uſe of the public. Mr. Arthur Moore, in a 


long and eloquent ſpeech, moved for an alterati- 


on of that clauſe, and was ſeconded by Mr. Hun- 
gerford. They were anſwered by Sir Foſeph Je- 
Kyll, and the latter by Mr. Lechmere, to whom 


the Lord Molefworth replied. After this, Mr. 
Lade, one of the truſtees named in the bill, ſeem- 


ed to decline that office, ſaying, * That, he was 


very eaſy in his fortune, and therefore wiſhed 
- © he might be excuſed from engaging in a buſineſs, 


which he foreſaw would be attended with great 
« difficulties :* That he knew not what the houſe 


might expect from them; and that in fo exten- 


© five, and ſo perplexed an affair, it was impoſſible 


©to 
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to pleaſe every body.“ To this the Lord Aole/- 


worth replied with ſome vehemence, animadvert- 
ing upon them who, in ſo important an affair, 


appeared lukewarm in the ſervice of their country. 
On the other hand, Mr, Robert Walpole, Mr. 
Grey Neville, and ſome others, ſpoke for the mo- 
tion; but tho? their deſign in getting the clauſe 


altered, was to mulc& the directors, and others, 


inſtead of confiſcating their eſtates, yet they never 


mentioned it directly, only inſinuating, that the 


would offer a clauſe at the end of the bill, whic 
would more effectually anſwer the purpoſes there- 


of, and bring in more money to the public: But 


the houſe in general not reliſhing the motion, it 
was dropt without dividing, Then the farther 
conſideration. of the report was adjourned to the 
next day, when the houſe having fat till almoſt 
nine o clock in the evening, they went through 
all the ſchedules of the late directors eſtates, and 
agreed with the Committee, as to the allowances 


given to them, except the four following, viz. 


Mr. Aſtell, to whom they gave 10000 J. inſtead 
of 5000/7. Sir Lambert Blackwell, who had 15000. 
inſtead of 10000 J. Sir Jobn Blunt 5000 l. inſtead 
of 1000 J. and Mr, Francis Hawes 5000 l. inſtead 
of 311. It was moved to reduce Sir Theodore 
Fanſſen's allowance to 30000 J. but upon a diviſi- 
on, it was carried by a great majority for 50000 /. 
After this clauſe was offered by Colonel Earle, 
to be added to the bill, in favour of Mr. Ai/labie, 


viz, for excepting from the forfeiture, his country- 


houſe, gardens, and park, as alſo his lady's jew- 
els and houſhold goods; which was brought up 
and read, and a debate ariſing thereupon, the ſame 
was adjourned to the next day, when, after ſeve- 


ral ſpeeches, for and againſt the faid clauſe, it was 


agreed to without any diviſion, 
This being over, the remainder of the ſitting 


was ſpent in a debate of near three hours upon the 


G 3 queſtion, 
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queſtion, whether as the bill ſtood, to veſt the 


forfeited eſtates in truſtees, ' or to mulct the late di- 
rectors and others, at a certain ſum? A clauſe for 
the mul& was offered by Mr. Hutcheſon, who pro- 
poſed a million and half ſterling. Sir Thomas Croſs 
moved for 1, 400, ooo Il. and ſeveral long ſpeeches 
were made by Mr. Hungerford, Mr. Lowndes, Mr. 
Yonge, Serjeant Pengelly, the Attorney-General, 
Mr. Roberi Walpole, Mr. Lechmere, Mr. Milner, 
Sir John Eyles, Mr. Lade, and ſome others, who 
were moſt of them for the mulEt ; but not agreeing 
upon the ſum, the debate was adjourned to the Mon- 
day following. 


Fune 30. The Commons, in a grand Commit- 
tee, went thro? the bill for appointing Commiſſioners 
zo examine, ftate, and determine the debts due to the 
army. And on the 1ſt of July it was ordered, that 
the Teveral books and papers which were referred 
to the Committee of ſecrecy, be delivered back to 
the clerk of the houſe. Then, in a grand Commit- 
tee, the Commons conſidered farther of the public 


credit of this kingdom, particularly in relation to 


the contracts for South-ſea ſtock and ſubſcriptions. 
Mr. Yonge moved, that the South-ſea Company 
might not be permitted to deliver out the receipts 
for the 3d and 4th ſubſcriptions, which motion was 
ſeconded by Mr. Horatio Walpole, and ſpoke to by 
the Lord Hinchinbroke, Colonel Bladen, Mr. Free 
man, Mr. Grey Neville, Mr. Hutcheſon, Mr. Lech- 
mere, and ſome others, but after a long debate the 
queſtion was dropt. NY 

Then another motion was made by Mr. Hut- 
cheſon, viz, That all contracts which ſhould be 
unperformed or not compounded by the 29th of 
September next, be entered in books before the iſt 
of November next, or elſe be void; that no ſpe- 
cial bail be required in any action brought upon 


and 
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and before the firſt day of December 1720; and 
that no execution be awarded upon any judgment 
obtained, in any action upon any contract, till 
the end of the ſeſſion of Parliament, after the 29th 
of September next; which, after ſome debate, was 
agreed to without dividing. Then another mo- 
tion was made, that all contracts for any ſubſcrip- 
tion or ſtock, which ſhould be unperformed before 
the 29th of September next, where the ſeller was 
not when the contract was made, or within a time 
to be limited, actually poſſeſſed of ſuch ſubſcription 
or ſtock, ſhall be declared null and void; which 
was alſo agreed to without any diviſion. And the 
Speaker having reſumed the chair, the report of 


thoſe reſolutions was put off till the Mednæſday fol- 


lowing. 


July 3. The houſe reſumed the adjourned debate 
upon the clauſe offered the Thur/day before by 
Mr. Knzght, to be added to the ſufferers bill, viz. 


That the eſtate of which the late Mr. Craggs, 


ſenior, was poſſeſs'd in OFober 1719, be veſted in 


2 of the truſtees appointed by this bill to 


iipoſe of the eſtates of the late directors; which 


being ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the court party, was 
upon a diviſion, carried in the negative by 104 


voices againſt go. Then Sir 7obn Eyles propoſ- 
ed, that a clauſe for veſting the eſtates of the forfeit- 
ing perſons in themſelves, and only laying a mulct 


upon them, might be read, which being done ac- 


cordingly, Sir Thomas Croſs ſpoke to it, and ſug- 
gefted, that it were more advantageous to the pub- 
lic, either to mulct the directors, or to allow them 
15 per cent. out of their eſtates for prompt pay- 


ment; but this being warmly oppoſed by Mr. 


Jeſſop, Mr. Milner, Sir Nathaniel Gould, and the 
Lord Moleſworth, the motion for reading the ſaid 
clauſe a ſecond time was rejected with difdain, 
and without a diviſion; and ſome other amend- 

— 14 ments 
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ments were made to the bill, which was ordered to 
be engroſſed. | | 

« | | | . 

Refolutions July . Mr. Farrer, from the grand Committee 

of the Com- on public credit, reported ſeveral reſolutions, which 

mons cen- 


cerningpub- (With an amendment to one of them) were agreed 
lic credit. unto by the houſe as follows, viz, 


I. That all contracts for the ſale or purchaſe of 
ſubſcriptions or ſtock of the South-/ea company, 
or any other company or corporation, or pretend- 
ed company or corporation, which ſhall be unper- 
formed or not compounded, on or before the 29th ky 
day of September next, be entered in books to be 10 
kept for that purpoſe by the reſpective companies 10 
or corporations, before the iſt day of November | 
next, or elſe to be void; and that ſuch entries ſhall 0 
expreſs for whoſe uſe and benefit ſuch contracts were Fa 
made. = 7 


2. That no ſpecial bail be required in any action 
brought or to be brought, upon any contract made th 
ſince the iſt day of December 1719, and before the 
1{t day of December 1720, for the ſale or purchaſe 
of any ſubſcription or ſtock of the South. ſca com- 
pany, or any other company or corporation, or pre- b 
tended company or corporation. 3 


3. That no execution be awarded upon any judg- d 
ment obtained, or to be obtained in any action 
brought, or to be brought upon any contract, for 
the ſale or purchaſe of any ſubſcription or ſtock of 0 
the Soutb-jea company, or any other company or t 
corporation, or pretended company or corporation, 1 
until the end of the ſeſſion of Parliament, which p 
ſhall be next after the agth day of September e 
next. n 


4. That Ih 1 
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4. That all contracts for the ſale or purchaſe of 
any ſubſcription or ſtock of the Sou company, 
or any other company or corporation, which ſhall 
be unperformed or not compounded, on or before 
the 29th day of September next, where the ſeller, 
or the perſon on whole behalf ſuch contract was 
made, was not, at the time of ſuch contra, or 
within a time to be limitted, actually poſſeſs'd of, 


or intitled to ſuch ſubſcription or ſtock, ſhall be 


declared null and void. | 


F. That an addreſs be preſented to his Maje- 
ſty, humbly repreſenting to his Majeſty the ſtate of 
the public credit of this kingdom; and to lay be- 
fore his Majeſty the ſeveral reſolutions of this 


houſe of the 3d of May, and gth and 13th of June 
laſt, and of this day, relating thereto: And a 


Committee was appointed to draw up the ſaid ad- 
dreſs, of which Robert Walpole, Eſq; was choſen 
chairman, $ 


July 6, The engroſſed ſufferers bill was read a 
third time with a new title, viz. a bill for raiſing 
money upon the eſtates of the late Sub-Governor, De- 
puty-Governor, Directors, &c. which, with other 
amendments, was paſſed and ſent up to the Lords 
by Mr. Clayton, It is obſervable, that after the 3d 
reading over of the whole bill, which took up about 
two hours, Mr, Milner propoſed a rider to be ad- 
ded to it, importing, that the houſhold goods, plate, 


| linnen, Sc. of the directors, might be excepted out 


of the bill; but this motion was rejected with diſ- 
dain, which prevented the offering of ſome others 
that were ready to be propoſed in favour of the 
late directors; one in particular, to empower them 
to compound ſuch debts as were owing to them 
either at home or abroad. | "0 


July 8. Mr. Clayton, according to order, car- 
ried up the bill to the Lords, who read it the firſt 


time, 
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time, and ordered it to be read a ſecond time on the 


Monaay following, when all the Lords in and about 
town were ſummoned to attend. 


July 10. A petition of John Aiſlabie, Eſq; was 
preſented to the Lords, praying to be heard by 
his counſel : But the receiving of it was vehement- 
ly oppoſed by the Lord Viſcount Town/end, who 
ſaid, He had done more miſchief than any man in 
#he nation. Some other Lords ſpoke more fa- 
vourably of Mr. Aiſlabie, particularly the Earl of 
Sunderland, tho? not directly ; and fo the petition 
was received, and ordered to lie on the table. 
Then the Earl of Clarendon preſented two petiti- 
ons of Sir Fohn Fellows and Mr. Joye, upon which 
aroſe a debate on the queſtion, whether any petiti- 


ons from the directors ſhould be received? The 


A confer « 
ence be- 
tween the 
Lords and 
Commons. 


Earl of Sunderland ſuggeſted, that if they were all 
to be heard to every particular, they ſhould fit till 
next year: But tho' the Lord Trevor, North and 


Grey, and Bathurſt, urged, that there was as much | 


reaſon for receiving theſe petitions as Mr. Ai/abie's, 
yet upon the queſtion,they were both rejected, with- 
out dividing. Then there was another petition pre- 
ſented in behalf of the late Mr. Craggss daughters, 
which, after a ſhort debate, was received, and or- 
dered to lie on the tavle ; but three other petitions 
from ſome of the directors were rejected; after 
which, the bill was read a ſecond time, and com- 
mitted for Thyr/day the 131th of July. 


On the 12th of July the Lords ſent a meſſage 
to the Commons, to deſire a preſent conference in 
the painted chamber, upon the ſubject matter of 
the bill to raiſe money upon the eſtates of the late 
directors, &c. which being readily agreed to, and the 


managers on both ſides met, the Lord Carleton, 


from thoſe of the Lords, ſignified to thoſe of the 
| Commons, 
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Commons, that their Lordſhips had commanded 


them to acquaint. the houſe of Commons, that 


they had received the bill, before mentioned, from 
them, and found in it a charge againſt John 
Aiſlabie, Eſq; and the late ames Craggs, ſen. Eſq; 
and tho* they had read the bill twice, yet their 
Lordſhips could not find in it the reaſons that in- 
duced the Commons to inſert their Names in the 
ſaid bill, and therefore defired this conference to 
know the matters of fact upon which the ſaid bill 


was grounded, ſo far as the ſame related to Mr. 


Aiſlabie and Mr. Craggs. 

The managers being returned to their reſpec- 
tive houſes, Mr. Sloper, from thoſe of the Com- 
mons, reported the ſaid conference to the houſe, 
who ordered the ſaid report to be taken into con- 
fideration the next day. This being done accord- 
ingly, it was reſolved, that ſuch members as were 
of the Committee of ſecrecy, be appointed a Com- 
mittee to ſtate the matters of fact, on which thoſe 
parts of the bl for the relief of the South- ſea Compa- 
ny were grounded, relating to Mr. Aiſlabie and the 
late Mr, Craggs. 


Fuly 14. Mr. Clayton, from the faid Commit- 
tee, reported the ſtate of the ſaid matters. of fact, 
which being agreed to by the houſe, was, the ſame 
day, delivered to the Lords at a conference. The 
paper, relating to Mr. Aiſlabie was to the effect fol- 


lowing, vig. 


| Y OUR Lordſhips having deſired at a con- The Com- 


rea- 


. mon 
ference, that the Commons would acquaint fons for in- 


your Lordſhips with the matters of fact, upon 
which the bill, (intitled, An af for raiſing money 
upon the eſtates of the late Sub-Governor, Deputy- 


Governor, Directors, Caſhier, Deputy-Caſhier, and 


Accomptant of the South-ſea Company, and of John 


ſerting Mr. 
Aiſlabie and 
Mr. Craggs 


in the di- 


rectors bill. 


Aiſlabie, E/; and likewiſe of James Craggs, ſenior, 
Eſq; deceaſed, towards making goed the great los 


and 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1721 


and damage ſuftained by the ſaid Company, and fu 
diſabling juch of the ſaid perſons as are living, b 
bold any Office or place of truſt under the crown, o 
zo fit or vote in Parliament for the future; and fir 
atber purpoſes in the ſaid act expreſſed) ſo far as the 
fame relates to the ſaid John Aiſlabie, and to the 
ſaid James Craggs, was grounded. 

The Commons have commanded us to acquaint 
your Lordſhips, that the ſaid matters of fact, ſo 
ſuggeſted in the ſaid bill, are relative to the matters 
of fact ſuggeſted in the former part of the preamble 
of the ſaid bill, and will be explained thereby ; and 
for your Lordſhips farther ſatisfaction, we are com- 


manded by the Commons to acquaint your Lord. i 


ſhips, that the. bill, ſo far as it relates to the ſaid 
John Aiſlabie, beſides the notoriety of facts, waz 
grounded as well upon proof, as the confeſſion of 


Mr. Aiſtabie. | 


As to the confeſſion of Mr, Aiſlabie, we are 


commanded by the Commons to affirm, in their 
names, to your Lordſhips, that Mr. Ai/labie did 
in his place confeſs, that upon the third and 19th 
days of December, 1719, 22,000 J. South-ſea ſtock 
was bought by Mr. Robert Knight, late caſhier of 
the South-/ea company, for him the ſaid Mr, 
Aiſlabie ; and Mr. Aiſlabie delivered in to the Com- 
mons a paper of the hand writing of Mr. Kzight, 
containing part of an account in the words follow 


ing. 
| 7 5 | bn 
i 8 
Dec. 3. To South. ſea bought, 10000 14 FOI 0. 


at 12 — 

19. es 12000 J. at 1263 15180 00 
To 3; per cent, paid F. Strode 12000 l. 27 10 

To ; part 217 J. 10 5, loſt as above 108 15 

24. To calh paid back —— 193 15 


— —_—— 


27800 00 
Dec, 


Dec. 10. Received in Bank notes —— 12300 oo 
19. Received more in full ——— 15500 00 


27800 00 


We are alſo commanded to acquaint your Lord- 
ſhips, that the Commons having received infor- 
mation, that Mr. Francis Hawes (one of the late 
directors of the Souzh-jea company) had negotiat= 
ed very large ſums for Mr. Aiſlabie, and had had 
dealing for a conſiderable time paſt in South-Ses 
ſock with Mr. Aiſlabie, and that an account there- 


ſof was kept in a book, of which Mr. Aiflabie 


had a duplicate; which accounts were continued in 
that book till ſome time in November laſt : The 
Commons did, on the 7th day of March laſt, or- 
der that the ſaid book ſhould be laid before them 
the next morning ; at the making of which order, 


Mr. Aiſlabie was preſent in his place, and did not 


object or offer any thing to the houſe that the 
fame could not be complied with. But the next 
day, Mr. Aiſlabie attending in his place to make 
his defence to the ſeveral matters objected to him, 
an obedience to that order being required, Mr. 
Aiſlabie declared, that Mr. Hawes, i 

would tell the houſe, that Mr. Hawes, with his 
own hand, committed the ſaid book to the fire; 
upon which Mr. Hawes being called in and exa- 
mined; ſaid, that the ſaid book was, in the be- 


ginning of November laſt, upon Mr. Aiſlabie's 
W prefling inſtances, delivered up by him to Mr. 


Aiſlabie z and that the fame book, and alſo the 
ſaid duplicate thereof, kept by Mr. Aiſiabie, were 
boch then burnt together, part by Mr. Aiſſabie, 
and part by himſelf, at Mr. Aiſlabie's inſtance, and 
that the propofal for burning them came from Mr. 


Aiſlabie ; and Hawes farther ſaid, that he had not 
any duplicate or entry of what was contained in the 


ſaid book. 
We 


called in, 
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We are farther commanded to acquaint your 
Lordſhips, that upon the 20th of January, 170 5 
the Commons reſolved, that their houſe wou, Mr 
upon the 22d of that month, reſolve itſelf into: 
Committee of the whole houſe, to conſider d : 
that part of his Majeſty's ſpeech which related u of ( 
the public debts, which the houſe did according. tim 
:ly ; and that afterwards, on the 27th of Januat,ñ 
the houſe again reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Com-. 
mittee, and the Committee did then receive pro. mo 
poſals from the South company for paying thei the 
public debts. | 
As for proof, the ſeveral perſons following, vn. 
Mr. Robert Surman, Mr. Francis Hawes, Mr. | 
Malt hero Weymondſold, Thomas Weddall, Eſq; St of 
Theodore Fanſſen, Sir Lambert Blackwell, Mr. Mel ex: 
ſter, Mr. Robert Knight, Sir Jobn Fellows, Si 
Fobn Blunt, Mr. Jobn Falconbridge, Edmuill 
Waller, Eſq; Mr. Edward Gibbon, Mr. Char be 
FJoye, were examined, and did, in the opinion o 
the Commons, make out the allegations in the 
faid bill relating to Mr. Aiſlabie. Fe IM 
As to the late Mr. Craggs, the managers of the 
Commons acquainted thoſe of the Lords, that 
the Commons had poſitive evidence, that gren 
quantities of Sou ſea ſtock were taken in for 
him, without his paying for it, or giving ſuffici 
ent ſecurity. ot CER hs 
The Lord Carleton having made his report d 
this conference to the houſe of Lords, their Lord. 
ſhips ordered it to be taken into conſideration thi 
next day July 15, which being done accordingly, © 
their Lordſhips, after ſome debate, made the fol- be 
lowing orders, viz. | | 


1ſt, Ordered, That ohn Aiſlabie, Eſq; be heard 
at the bar of the houſe on Tve/day next, if he thinks 
fit. 5 
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2. That the Lieutenant of the Tower do bring 
Mr. Aiſiabie to the bar of the houſe on Tueſday. 


3; That the Serjeant at Arms attending the Houſe 
of Commons, do bring up Sir John Blunt at the ſame 


time to be examined as a witneſs, 


4. That a meſſage be ſent to the houſe of Com- 
mons, to deſire they would give leave that any of 


the witneſſes, that are members of that houſe, may 
be examined in behalf of Mr, Aiſlabie. 


5. That the other witneſſes that are not members 


of the houſe of Commons, do then attend to be 
examined. . | 


6. That Edmond Waller, Eſq; do then attend ts 
be examined. | | 


Then the petitions of the executors of the late 


Mr. Craggs being read, it was ordered, That the 


ſaid petitions be referred to the Committee upon 
that bill, and that they be then ſeverally heard by 
their Counſel. y 

Then a petition of Robert Surman, lately deputy - 
caſhier of the South-ſea Company, was read, and re- 
jected: After which it was ordered, That an hum- 
ble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, praying that 
the ſeveral papers relating to the affair of Mr. 


| 4i/labie, may be laid before the houſe by the proper 


Officers. It was ordered likewiſe that all the Lords 
be ſummoned to attend the ſervice of the houſe on 
Tueſday next. 


On the 15th of July the Lords ſent a meſſage to 


the Commons, deſiring that the Commons would 
give leave to George Bailie, Elq; Richard Edgcombe, 
Eſq; William Lowndes, Eſq; Charles Stanbope, Eſq; 


Henry 


— 


 reftors, caſhier, deputy-caſbier, and accountant of the 


. the army, without any amendment. Hereupon the 


ed the ſame Committee, do attend the Lords with 
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Henry Keljall, Eſq; William Clayton, Eſq; Richard 
Hampden, Eſq; GeorgeDelavall, Eſq; Sir Robert Fur. 
neſs, Bart. and Edward Wortley, Eſq; (Members of 
their houſe) do attend their Lordſhips in order to be 
examined as witneſſes on behalfof John Aiſlabie, Eſq; 
before the Committee of the whole houſe, ro whom 
the bill, intitled, An All for raiſing money upon the 
eſtates of the late ſub-governor, deputy-governor, di. 


South-ſea Company, and of John Aiſlabie, E/j; &c. 
ſtands committed. Hereupon the Commons reſo]. 
ved, to ſend an anſwer to the ſaid meſſage by mel. 
ſengers of their own, and appointed a Committee to 
ſearch precedents in relation to the ſaid meſſage. 


July 18, The Lords ſent another meſſage to the 
Commons, deſiring, That a letter from John Ai/la- 
bie, Eſq; to Mr. Weymondſold, dated the iſt of 
March, 1719, brought before that houſe, and or- 
dered to lie upon the table, might be laid before their 
Lordſhips; and alſo, That the Lords had agreed to 
the bill, intitled, An Ad for appointing Commiſſion- 
ers lo examine, ſtate, and determine, the debts due to 


Commons proceeded to take the firſt part of the ſaid 
meſſage into conſideration z and the houſe taking 
notice, that there were was no ſuch letter before the 
houſe, as was mentioned in the ſaid meſſage ; but 
the houſe being acquainted, that ſuch a letter was 
delivered into the late Committee of Secrecy, and 
was in the hands of the chairman of the ſaid Com- 
mittee ; it was ordered, That the clerk who attend- 


the ſaid letter. 5 8 
Then the Lord Hinchinbroke reported from the 
Committee appointed to ſearch precedents, in rela- 
tion to the meſſage ſent from the Lords, (deſiring 
leave might be given to George Bailie, Eſq; and ſeve- 
ral others, members of this houſe) eee 
LOS $ | ed; 


bh 
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ra ed, to attend their Lordſhips, in order to be exa- 
'- Þ mined as witneſſes; as is therein mentioned) that the 
ol ¶ Committee having ſearched the journals of the Houſe, 
be had found ſeveral Precedents, which they had direct- 
q; ed him to report to the Houſe ; and he read the ſaid 
"Mm report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at 
„he the table, where the ſame was read. Hereupon it 
was reſolved, That George Bailie, Eſq; Richard Edg- 
the combe, Eſq; William Lowndes, Eſq; Charles Stanhope, 
cc. Elq; Henry Kelſall, Eſq; William Clayton, Eſq; 
0. Richard Hampden, Eſq; George Delavall, Eſq; Sir 
el. Robert Furneſe; Bart, and Edward Wortley Eſq; 
(0 (members of this Houſe) have leave to attend the 
Lords, in order to be examined concerning that part 
of the bill mentioned in their Lordſhips meſſage of 
the WW the 17th inſtant, which relates to John Aiſlabie, Em 
if they thought fit; and a meſſage was ſent to the 
orf Lords to acquaint them with this reſolution. - 
Or- The ſame day the Lords being met early, their 
cir Lordſhips went into a Committee upon the directors 
to bill, and great debates aroſe in relation to Mr. Ai- 
on. Habie, how, and in what manner he and his witneſſes 
2 10 WW ſhould be examined? The Lord Harcourt moved, 
the ¶ that according to the eſtabliſhed rules of juſtice and 
aid equity, every one of them might be examined di- 
ing Witin&tly to every article: But this was warmly op- 
the ¶ poſed by the Lord Town/hend, who, in a long 
but ¶ ſpeech, alledged, among other things, That ſuch a 
was method would take up ſo much time, that it might 
and endanger the loſs of the bill, which was of the 
m- + greateſt importance, not only to the kingdom, but 
nd-- WF to the King himſelf; for if the bill ſhould miſcar- 
11h ry, no man could tell what might be the conſe- 
* quence,” This was ſupported by the Earl of Sun- 
derland, who likewiſe urged the neceſſity of paſſing this 
bill, to quiet the minds of the people. After ſome 


ing ether ſpeeches, Mr. Ai/labie was called in, and, at his 
ve-. eſire, Mr. Weddal, Mr. Surman, Sir Lambert 
on- Wilackwell, Sir John Blunt, Sir Theodore Fanſſen, Mr 


Vor. VIII. 


98 
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Faulconbridge, Mr. Joye, and Mr. Hawes, were ſe. 
verally called in, examined, and confronted with 
him. Sir Fobn Fellozys, in particular, declared he 
knew nothing of the queſtions that were put to him 
by Mr. Aiſiabis; and Sir John Blunt being aſked 
who was the contriver of the South-/ea ſcheme ? an- 
ſwered, It was. none of his contriving, but of the 
houſe of Commons : But Sir Theodore Fanſſen being 
examined about the ſame matter, ſaid, That he 
always took Sir John Blunt to be the contriver, as 
certainly he was the chief manager, of the South. ſea 
ſcheme; and that for his own part, he never was let 
into the ſecret of that affair” Mr. Hawes being 
examined as to the burning of the books of accounts, 
ingenuouſly owned the fact; but ſaid they were only 
books of private accounts between Mr, Aiſſabie and 
himſelf; and which no ways concerned the public, 


or any other private perſon, beſides them two: 
Upon which Mr. Aiſſabie ſaid, He thought there 


* was no hurt in burning accounts that were made up 
and cancelled, and in which no body had any con- 
cern but Mr. Hawes and himſelf.” Theſe exami- 
nations being over, the Lord Q#x/low ſtood up, and 
aſked, Whether, in the opinion of their Lordſhips, 
any miſchief had happened to the public? And be- 


ing anſwered by another Lord, Ves, without, doubt 


a great deal: But, added my Lord Onflow, it ſeems 
no body has done it; Sir John Blunt is innocent, Sir 
John Fellows knows nothing of the matter, none of 


the directors were let into the ſecret, Mr. Aiflabie has 


done no hurt: Therefore, my Lords, I move to ad- 
Journ 3 which was done accordingly. _ 
The next day the Lords went again into a Com- 


| mittee. upon that part of the directors bill relating 


to Mr. Aiſlabie ; and the Lord Trevor. ſtanding up, 
ſaid, That from any evidence that had yet appeared 
before them, he could not ſee that there was ſuffici- 
ent ground tp inſert Mr. AHiſiabie's name in the bill, 
and to involve him in tlie ſame puniſhment with the 
* mem. 
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directors; and therefore, before they proceeded 
nll: farther, he thought it neceſſary to ſend to the ſecret 
© | © Committee, to lay before them their whole evi- 
" | © dence? This motion was ſeconded by the Lord 
d Harcourt ; but the fame, if carried, being like to 
þ embroil both houſes in dangerous diſputes, the Lord 


Falmouth moved for adjourning during pleaſure, 
which was agreed to. After a ſhort adjournment, 
their Lordſhips conſidered what was fit to be done 


in ſo nice and critical an affair; and, at laft, agreed 
74 x wx: | | | 
«02 call in and examine firſt Mr. Surman, and after 


him Mr. F/eymondfold, the former of whom depofed, 
and the other confirmed, that Mr. Aiſlabie had South- 
1 ſtock transferred to him ſeveral times to the value 
Jof above 30,000 J. for which, they knew not that he 
d ever paid any thing, After this, Mr. Aiſiabie was 


c, called in, -and ordered to make his defence, which 
1 he did in the following ſpeech. 


y Lords, i 
I Appear at your Lordſhips bar, by your per- Mr. fe. 
0 1 miſſion, to be heard, in my own perſon againſt 3 
that part of the bill, now depending before your 
PF © Lordſhips, which affects myſelf, | 
; © I have been long confined, by order of the houſe - 
bt « of Commons, under whoſe diſpleaſure I am un- 
” W* happily fallen, for want, perhaps, of proper ta- 
Sie < lents to explain and ſupport my own innocence; for 
= þ which reaſon, ] wiſh your Lordſhips would have in- 
” &* dulged me ſo far, as to have heard me by my Coun- 
ad. « fel in the uſual manner, in a cauſe where my pro- 
* perty, my liberty, and, for aught I know, my life 
may be concerned. | | EE 
0s i -« 1 muſt own, my Lords, I come very ill pre- 
P © pared to make my defence againſt ſuck parts of 
* this long and perplexed bil] as ſeem to relate to me: 
il. * It hath received fo many alterations in the tedious 
whe 5 paſſage it made through the other houſe, that it was 
* 1impoſlible to learn how far 1 was affected by it, 
e H 2 | "Gl 
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get a copy of it, before I am brought before your 


© againſt me in the preamble of this bill. 


© © traordinary throughout the whole. I was heard, 


PARLIAMENTARY A.1721 A. 
© *till it was paſt 3 and it hath made ſo quick a pro-. de 
greſs in this houſe, that I have ſcarce been able to *< 


Lordſhips, to make my defence againſt it. 
© Tt was ſome ſurprize to me, my Lords, after : by 
what had paſſed in the houſe of Commons, and af. **' 
ter a bill had been ordered, and was brought in, to be 
make me diſcover my effects, and to reſtrain me 
from going out of the kingdom; I ſay, it was ſome * m) 
* ſurprize to me to find myſelf tranſlated, all ona 
ſudden, into this bill againſt the directors, under the] ©*! 
© new-faſhioned term of conſolidation, without any | tio 
new offence given, or cauſe aſſigned, that is fit to m. 
be mentioned in this place. However, my Lords, cla 
© I now find myſelf tacked to them and their un- VO 
© happy fate. | 0 

My Lords, it concerns me much to know the * ma 
© cauſe of this extraordinary proceeding, the reaſonsſ}]: fre 
of theſe cruel and new- invented puniſhments, andi its 
the facts that are to make out the crimes alledged * ANC 


Fl K X& 


LI have carefully peruſed and examined it, and 
© 1nquired into all the ſteps it has taken ſince I was 
© heard in my place in the houſe of Commons, againſt 
ca charge contained in the report of the ſecret Com- 
< mittee, and I find nothing but what is new and ex- 


© my Lords, I ſay, upon the report of the ſecretfiÞ{ He 
Committee, containing many looſe and uncertain} 84! 
facts as to me, and, as it ſeems, innocent, or inef-Y ane 
* feCtual to any one beſides. eee WW the 
I thought 1 had given intire ſatisfaction to thai to 

© aſſembly, of my innocence, when I found it wal her 
Ahe pleaſure of the houſe that I ſhould withdrawſſ' anc 
© ore-any, queſtion was moved or ſtated upon pa ed, 
per, as is uſu I it was impoſſible therefore iq ma 
* know my crimes, of the facts upon which they be! 
were grounded, fo as to be able to make a propeſ mo 
„ «èP˖ꝗñU Ib 2et” Nc. 
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6. J. defence there, before I withdrew, tho' I had been 


to very well prepared to do it, as I think I was. 

ur © But, my Lords, as this never happened to any 
Commoner before; ſo my Lords, in the warrant 

ter ' by which I was committed to the Tower, I find no 

af. cauſe afligned for my commitment, as has always 

to been practiſed in the like caſes. 


a. Thus far, my Lords, I was at a loſs even for 


mel my crimes ; but the next day the votes of the Houſe 
n ali of Commons preſented me with a view of many 
the extraordinary crimes contained in ſeveral reſolu- 
any tions : Crimes which my ſoul abhors, and of which, 
- tots my Lords, I do in this place, and at this bar, de- 
rds, clare I am entirely innocent. I faw in the fame 
un- votes an order for a bill to be brought in, to in- 
quire into my eſtate, &c. I perceived that bill to 
make a ſlow progreſs for ſome time, till, from ſome 
« freſh diſpleaſure conceived againſt me, it changed 
its ſhape at once, and became a bill of puniſhment, 
{and not of inquiry, or at leaſt of inquiry as in 
* caſes of felons convict, tho' I had never had any 
trial. 5 

This way of dealing with an Eugliſb ſubject, is 
( unknown. to the laws of England; I ſay, my Lords, 
firſt to puniſh, and then inquire, the law abhors, 
However, my Lords, I thought my ſelf ſure 
of the eleven reſolutions contained in the votes of the 
eerel Houſe of Commons, as the ground of the charge a- 

ul gainſt me; reſolutions that have been ſent abroad, 
and have made me the object of public odium 
© throughout the kingdom. I had prepared my ſelf 
to anſwer to this charge upon every article. But 
A here, my Lords, I found myſelf again diſappointed ; 
grau and theſe very articles for which I had been brand- 
ved, expelled; and committed to the Tower for ſo 


be not a lyar) rejected by one of the very perſons that 
' moved them, as ſo many loop-holes through which 


an innocent man might eſcape, h | 
. "0 


many months,diſappeared at once, and were, (if fame 
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< So here, my Lords, I am at a loſs again ; the 
puniſhments are enacted, the moſt cruel torturing 
puniſhments, before any charge is made, or any 
facts alledged, and at laſt it js ſent up to your Lord- 
ſhips with a charge of crimes, without any facts at 
all ro ſupport that charge. Give me leave, my 
Lords, to ſay, that this, above all the other ex- 
traordinary iteps, is moſt new and unprecedented, 
An attainder, like this, without any legal charge in 
it, tacked to another that muſt paſs, is a com- 
plicated miſchief : An attainder of itſelf is uncom- 
mon, and generally abhorred: An attainder tacked 
is entirely new and unparliamentary : An attainder 
-without facts aſcertained, is not only new and dan- 
gerous, but againſt the very principles of juſtice, 
and the laws of the land in all caſes, 
« For this reaſon, my Lords, I have humbly re- 
preſented to you the difficulties I lay under in re- 
ſpect to my defence, from the uncertainty of my 
charge, for want of facts ſtated to ſupport it, and 
without which it is properly no charge at all. 
* Your Lordſhips have thought fit to deſire, ata 
© conterence with the Commons, to have this defect 
© ſupplied ; and they have accordingly delivered to 
« your Lordſhips a paper, a copy whereof you have 
© been. pleaſed to give me, in order to my defence, 
« which I therefore take leave to read to your Lord- 
4 Rar Wo : 


-OU R Lordſhips, as before, P. 2. 

My Lords, upon peruſal of this paper, I find 
0 only two facts mentioned, which if proved, are 
© mp. crimes, and of no relation to the preamble of 
© the bill, For as in the preamble there were crimes 
. alledged without facts, ſo in this paper there are 
facts without crimes : Your Lordſhips upon this 
« extraordinary. occaſion defired this conference with 
© the Commons, in order to be informed of the facts 
that were the ground of their charge. They mw 

| been 
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been pleaſed to fefer your Lordſhips to that part of 


the preamble relating to the directors, by which 
they ſay the charge againſt me is to be explained. 


I have examined this part of the preamble, and am 


intirely at a loſs to find one fact ſtated in it; the 
whole is genera] and moſt uncertain, and amounts 
to no charge at all: That part of the preamble re- 
lating to me, is ſo far from being explained by it, 
that it is made more perplexed and unintelligible, 
* My Lords, it is a ſtrange! circumſtance that at- 


tends my caſe: I ſtand here accuſed, and ready to 


make my defence before your Lordſhips my judges. 
Your Lordſhips are at a loſs to know upon what 
facts to try me; you have inquired of the Com- 


mons my accuſers, and are no better informed; 


but on my part, my Lords, it is yet more extraor- 
dinary ; the accuſed is put under a neceſſity to find 
out facts to ſupport the charge of his accuſers. Was 
any proceeding like this ever known before ? No, 
my Lords, the bill of attainder againſt my Lord 
Srrafford was extorted from the legiſlature, by force 
and violence, and in ſome reſpect, like this, un- 
der colour of appeaſing the deluded people. Vain 
imagination! This conceſſion of our anceſtors 
made way for all the miſeries that followed. But 
cruel and unjuſt as it was, there were facts ſtated. 
in thatbill to charge that noble Lord, and his ac- 
cuſers came like men to this bar to make them 
good; but where are my accuſers, my Lords? 
Where are the facts? And where is their evidence? 


Was there ever any accuſation that proceeded from 


a ſecret committee before, that was not made good 


* at this bar by thoſe who are ſuppoſed to Know the 


* facts beſt,and who have obliged the public with their 


. 


diſcoveries ? Why do they decline to give your 


© Lordſhips and the public this ſatisfaction? My 
© Lords, I find, to fave this trouble, they refer you 


0 


0 


to the notoriety of the facts: Strange notoriety of 
facts; that are not yet revealed, and to which there 
E 1 * 
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< js no evidence. Was this expreſſion ever uſed be- 
fore at any conference? In any act of Parliament ? 
Or did it ever approach this bar before? Pray, my 
Lords, what does it mean? If it means common 
fame or public clamour, thanks to the arts of my 
© enemies, I have had my full ſhare, and felt the 
< cruel effects of it: But if fame is to be a guide in 
* + judicial proceedings, and in criminal caſes, there is 


A A A © AA _—_ 
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er of the Zubau; and one of the Commiſſion- 


what the allegations in the bi 


were made out by the witneſſes, who have been 
examined before your Lordſhips. 


no head ſafe; we are all in the power of whiſper- 
ers and detamers. But has public fame ever been 
thought ſufficient to conviction? No, my Lords, 


public fame has been ſaid to be a ground of inqui- 
ry, but never of condemnation. The Commons, 


in the caſe of the Duke of Buckhingham, 1 Car. 
I. did, at the inftance of Dr. Turner, declare, 
that common fame was a good ground of 1nqui- 
ry or preſentment 3 but as this was complained 
of by the crown as an unparliamentary proceeding, 
the Commons, 1n their remonſtrance a little time 


after, receded from this pretence, and affirmed | 


their proceedings to be grounded upon their own 
knowledge, or proof, by the examination of wit- 
neſſes and other evidence; and in every article of 


their accuſation the particular facts are expreſſed: 


but this is not my caſe, my Lords; I ſee no Facts 


charged upon me, I hear of none; it is vain to 


make a defence againſt A 3 "tis aghting with 


the air. 

But ſince, my Lords, the Commons FO re- 
commended ſome witneſſes to your Lordſhips, 
who, they ſay, did, in their opinion, make out 


the allegations in the bill pray let me examine 
Il are, and how they 


My, Lords, in that part of the preamble d Aube 
bill which charges me, it is alledged, that John 
Aiſtabie, Eſq; late Chancellor and Under-treafur- 


ers 
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ers of his Majeſty's Treaſury, and a member of the 


him repoſed, and witha view to his own exorbitant 
profit, has combined with the ſaid directors of 
the South-ſea Company in their pernicious practices, 
and has been guilty of moſt dangerous and infa- 
mous corruption, to the detriment of great num- 
bers of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and manifeſt preju- 
dice of the public credit, and of the trade of this 
kingdom. Sy nt e. 

My Lords, in conſidering this charge, I am at 
a loſs to find in what capacity I am accuſed of 
breach of truſt, The title of Chancellor of the 


A 

* houſe of Commons, in breach of the great truſt in 
i 

. 

0 

£ 


Exchequer ſtands there, I ſuppoſe, Ornament? gra- 


tia; tis an office of great honour and dignity, but 
has no relation to this affair, or to the execution 
of the South-ſea ſcheme ; nor is that officer ſo 
much as mentioned in any act of Parliament ſince 
the firſt conſtitution of the company; it is a di- 


ſtinct office from the Treaſury, and in ſome inſtan- 
ces without much influence, tho? joined in Com- 


miſſion in that board. | 


l I muſt then ſtand accuſed as one of the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Treaſury, or as a member of Parlia- 


ment, or both. 
«1 flatter myſelf; my Lords, that I have acquit- 


ted myſelf in theſe two capacities with the ſame 


integrity and good faith as the reſt of my brethren ; 


nor can I underſtand how I could commit any one 
act in breach of my truſt, as one of the Commiſ- 


ſioners of the Treaſury, without the participation 
of at leaſt two of the ſame board. i 


I have peruſed the acts of Parliament relating 


£ 
« 
C. 
0 
6 


* 


to the execution of the South. ſea ſcheme, and de- 
ſire they may be read, that it may be ſeen how far 
the Treaſury were concerned, or were intruſted with 
any part of the execution of the ſcheme, that we 
may know wherein this truſt conſiſted, and ſo have 
recourſe to ſuch facts as may charge me and others 


with 
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© with a breach of it. My Lords, I know of no- 
thing that concerns the Treaſury, in thoſe acts, 
but what relates to the making forth and iſſuing 
the Exchequer bills to be lent to the Company, be- 
ſides the conſtitution of Commiſſioners relating to 
< the taking in of the public debts, - which commiſ- 
« fion your Lordſhips have affirmed : And as to 
© thole bills, my Lords, no man has accufed me, 
© not Sir Jobn Blunt himſelf ; he tells you upon his 


examination here, as he told the other houſe be- 


< fore, that he took it to be the ſenſe of the houſe of 
Commons, that the Company. might lend out the 


* Exchequer bills upon their ſtock, having been ad- 


© mittedto hear the debates of the houſe upon that 


© occaſion, and that they were therefore ſo lent out. 


My Lords, there is not one word more in 
all thoſe acts of Parliament that implies any far- 
ther truſt, nor is there any power given or re- 
© ſerved to the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury to 
direct or controul the directors, but what has 
been literally purſued by the Treaſury. Where 
* then is this breach of truſt in me, as one of the 
« Commiſſioners of the Treaſury ? Is there any truſt 
+ repoſed in me, in any capacity, that makes me re- 
ſponſible to the South-/ea Company? If not, how 
comes the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and ene 
* ſingle Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, to be con- 
fiſcated for the uſe of ſome of his fellow - ſubjects 
s for breach of truſt? 5 

If chen this breach of truſt is no where to, be 
* found, let us examine next, wherein I have com- 
* bined with the late directors in their pernicious 


practices. By the reference the Commons make 


to the matters of fact, ſuggeſted in the former part 
* of the preamble of the bill relating to the direc- 
tors, one might expect to find theſe practices ſet 


forth there, in order to make out the charge of 


which they ſtand accuſed. 
| : My 
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My Lords, I have looked into this part of 
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the preamble relating to them, and find it is on- 


ly ſaid, that they, the directors, under colour 


of the late act, have carried on many notorious, 
fraudulent, indirect practices, contrary to the in- 
tention of the ſaid late act, not only to the im- 


menſe loſs of the Company, to ſeven millions 


and upwards, but the great detriment of the pub- 
lic, Sc. But the particulars of theſe practices are 


no where ſpecified: I have heard, indeed, they 
once ſtood part of this bill, but were afterwards. 
left out as ſo many incumbrances upon it; and 
if may be allowed to take notice of what the 


Commons upon deliberation have ſuppreſt, I 


would acquaint your Lordſhips, that that part 


of the preamble of the bill which relates to the per- 
nicious practices of the late directors, as tending 
to the immenſe loſs of the Company, to ſeven 
millions and upwards, was comprized in theſe 
Worth. R o-:. Gy 

That the directors have been guilty of ſeveral 
corruptions, breaches of truſt, frauds, and abuſes, 


by contriving the fictitious ſtock. of 574,500 J. 


ſtock, and entering it in their books, to be ſold 


for 1,213,575“. 


That they alſo ent upon ſtock, or pretended 


c 
C : 
c 
© 
c 
c 
C 


c 


0 


6 


ſtock, contrary to the reſolutions of the court of 


directors, ſeveral ſums amounting to 943,631 J. 
over and above the 500,000 J. to which the loans 
were reſtrained ; and more, 406, 903 J. over and 
© above the ſums limited to be lent ; and more, ſe- 
veral ſums beyond what they were limited, which 
exceſſes amount in the whole to 3,746,467 /. 
That they alſo lent upon ſubſcri 


— 


2,219,089 J. without authority from the Compa- 


ny, Which loans, or pretended loans, upon the 


3,965, 5561. 6 
5995,53 ; © Fictitious 


cription-receipts 


ſtocks and ſubſcriptions, amount in the whole to 
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Fictitious ſtock — — 1,213,575 
Total on ſtock and ſubſcriptions —— 6, 965, 556 


— — — 


7117 9,131 


< Here, my Lords, you have a plain account of 
all the directors pernicious practices; let it now 


. 
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your Lordſhips, to make out my having combi- 
ned with them in all, or any of thoſe practices. 
As to the firſt article, in relation to their con- 
triving the fictitious ſtock of 374, 500 J. and en- 

tering it in their books, to be fold 1,213,575 /, 
there is not one word faid by any of the directors, 


. 


ſuſpected, or that there was even ſo much as a 
whiſper among them, that I had, or was to have 
any part of it; and the fecret Committee them- 
ſelves, after having, in the moſt extraordinary, 
as well as the moſt ſolemn manner, examined 
© them all to this fact, were pleaſed to ſay, there 
< was no ſuch charge againſt me. rg 
As this was the fund for all the corruption, 
and the ſource. of all our misfortunes, I think 
* myſelf extremely happy, let my fate be what it 
will, that I ſtand clear and acquitted, in the 
judgment of my worſt enemies, of this criminal 
< and curſed tranſaction. And as this was a work 
of darkneſs, that has not yet been perfectly 
© brought to light, and as it was in its nature ſuch, 
as carried the greateſt ſecrecy and ſecurity . with 


it; and as I am the perſon ſuppoſed to have been 


© the author of the ſcheme, and the director of 
© the directors, and one who commanded every 


thing, is it poſſible to imagine, that I ſhould 


© 'negle& to take my ſhare of this mighty harveſt; 
e 555 bd and 


be inquired, what evidence has been given to 


that I was privy to it, or that they ever heard, or 
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and truſt to the ſecrecy of an infamous broker, 
and the hazard of an open market? WT, 
© Butnotwithſtanding the ſecret Committee, who 
ſpared no pains in their inquiries relating to me, 
have not thought fit to charge me upon this 


head, but have intirely acquitted me, I find ſome 


notice is taken of what Mr. Surman has faid con- 
cerning the green book, wherein he ſaw my 


name to an account that was ballanced : Whate- 


ever notice your Lordſhips are pleaſed to take of 
that information, the gentlemen of the ſecret 
Committee knew better than to infiſt upon it in 
their charge, ſince that account is ſaid to be after 
the bill was paſt, and to be ballanced ; and con- 
ſequently, I muſt have it to produce, unleſs by 


ſome extraordinary accident, or artifice, I ſhould 


have loſt it. But as Mr. Surman has proved, that 
Knight kept my caſh long before the ſcheme 
took place, and was indebted to me for a great 
ſum in November 1719, fo, my Lords, I declare I 
am not concerned how thoſe accounts are expo- 
ſed, if they can poſſibly be brought to light ; and 
as I have this account mentioned by Mr, Surman, 
to produce, if your Lordſhips require it, 


ſo J wiſh from the bottom of my ſoul, that 


the green book, ſo famous in ſtory, may be pro- 


"duced (as perhaps it may) before it be buried in 
oblivion. | | 1227 
The directors, and others, examined to the 


reſt of the articles, making up the ſeven mil- 
lions and upwards, do all declare, that I was not 


privy, or in any manner a party to their tranſ- 


actions, or in the leaſt contributed to the loſs 


ſuſtamed by the Company in any article of that 


account: As theſe proceedings were the chief, 


if not the only cauſes of the misfortunes. of the 
company, and the public, I am ſtill extremely 
at a loſe to know what the pernicious practices 


Niere 
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« were, that can make me an accomplice or con- 
« federate with the directors. 


The ſelling of their own ſock, and buying 


it for the Company, could not, in its nature, be 
6 communicated to me, and has been denied by 
© them all, 

The Gclariug the great dividends at 30 per 
© rent. for Chriſtmas, and not leſs than 50 per cent. 


© for not leſs than 12 years after, was a tranſaction 


© when I was in the North, and they all declare 1 
knew nothing of it. 

< The additions to the firſt and ſecond fabſerip. 
© tions, and the deficiencies of the third and fourth 
* ſubſcriptions, are atteſted to be done without my 
$ privity or advice; 

© And as to the mking in any of the ſubſcrip- 
tions at what price ſoever, Sir Theodore Fanſſen, 
tand others, have told your Lordſhips, they were 

done at the inſtance of Sir Jobn Blunt ſolely, by 
« ſtarts and ſurprize, and agreed to, the ſame day, 
s without ſending to, or adviſing with Mr, Aiſlabie, 
tor any body elſe. 

© Here, my Lords, you have all the facts and 

F pernicious practices with which the directors are 
charged, either by the refolutions af the Lords 


or Commons; and here is not one witneſs that 


© has been examined before your Lordſhips, that 


<* hath not intirely Kone me of any combina- 
tion with them, in theſe, or any other of their 
< pernicions practices. Theſe are the contents of 


this general charge of the Commons againſt me, 
« as far as I can collect them, and which have re- 
* quired more pains to diſcover and but together, 
then it has done to anſwer them. 
© Tſhall now proceed, my Lords, to examine the 
only two facts which the Commons have thought 
# fit to lay before your Lordſhips, : and dcliverec at 
F the conference * 
s The 
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© The firſt of theſe is ſaid to be grounded upon 
my own confeſſion in my place in the houſe of 


Commons, viz. That on the 3d and 19th of 
+ Derember 1719, 220001. South. ſea ſtock was 
bought by Mr. Robert Knight, late caſhier of 
the South-ſea company, for me; and, that I de- 
© livered into the Commons a paper of the hand 
« writing of Mr. Xuigbt, containing part of, an ac- 
count, in the words following 17 ee 


1719. | | 
Dec. 3. To South-ſea bought, 10000 l. | 
| 6 MOIST. 1 7 129 
19. Bought more 12000 J. at 1263 15180: 00 
To y per cent. paid F. Strode 12000 l. 27 10 


To z part 217 J. 10.s. loſt as above 108 15 


24. To caſh paid back —— 183 15 


27800 00 
Dec. 10. Received in Bank notes — 2 300 oo 
19. Received more in full —— — 15500 00 


27800 o 


* My Lords, I have the greateſt honour and re- 
gard for the houſe of Commons imaginable, 
and ſhall always pay the great deference to 
every thing that proceeds from them; even their 
cenſure, and my misfortunes, I bear with pati- 
ence, and ſubmiſſion to their authority: And as 
[ am. ſenſible their diſpleaſure was drawn upon 
me by unlucky incidents, and want of opportu- 
nity of underſtanding the truth of my caſe, ſo 
I doubt not but they will be pleaſed that I have 


clearing it from the miſtakes and general preju- 
dice under which I have been unhappily oppreſſ- 

ed; nor can their honour be concerned, or _ 
; - 0 
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this opportunity of defending my innocence, and 
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© of the ſecret Committee, if I am acquitted by | 


* your Lordſhips ofthe crimes laid to my charge, 
if they appear to your Lordſhips to be ill- 
grounded; I ſhall therefore take the liberty to 
* ſay, I am extremely ſurpriſed to find the Com- 
* mons make uſe: of the word confeſſion upon this 
* occaſſion. ' Confeſſion, my Lords, implies guilt, 
and is the declaration of ſome fact ſuppoſed to 
© be criminal : But this is not my caſe, nor, with 
ſubmiiſion, is it the fact; this paper, my Lords, 
* this account proved by Mr. Surman, and allow- 
* ed by the Houſe of Commons to be an account 
© of ſtock bought and paid for with my own mo- 
© ney in the beginning of December 1719, was 
produced by me in the Houſe of Commons in 
my own juſtification, to prove a valuable con- 
© fideration in Mr. Knight's hands, and ſecurity 
* given for 20,000 J. South-/ea ſtock, bought the 
« beginning of March following, and paid for by 


Mr. Knight. This, with other effects of mine of 


© great value, were proved to be in his hands at 
© that time, more than ſufficient to anſwer the va- 
cue of the ſaid 20,000, flock, bought by my or- 
© der, by Mr. Weymondſold, whereof, if any doubt 
© remain, I am ready to produce the moſt authen- 
© tic vouchers. DS . | 

This paper, produced as an evidence by me againſt 
a charge of corruption, is now, by an unaccount- 
able turn, made an article of corruption it ſelf, 


or at leaſt tending to ſupport the charge in the | 


© preamble in ſome manner. I cannot very well 
* gueſs what the Commons would infer from this 


account, or what it tends, to; I ſuppoſe it is 


meant to ſhew, that it was done with a view to 
the ſcheme which afterwards took place, and to 
my own exorbitant gain, ſince they are pleaſed 
* afterwards to ſubjoin this obſervation : That up- 
on the 20:þ of January 1719, the Commons 
© reſolved, that their houſe would, upon the 22d 
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* of that month, reſolve itſelf into a Committee of 


* the whole houſe, to conſider of that part of his 
* Majeſty*s Speech which related to the public debts, 
which the houſe did accordingly ; and that after- 
* wards, on the 27th of Faruary, the houſe again 


« reſolved. itſelf into the faid Committee, and the 


* Committee did then receive propoſals from the 
© Soutb-ſea company for paying the public debts. 

One would think that from this obſervation, 
© which the Commons themſelves have made, there 
needs no other proof, to ſhew that the ſtock 
bought in the beginning of December 1719, could 


not be bought with a view to the ſcheme, that 


was not accepted *till two months after; and if it 
had been ſo, it would have been no more than 
every Chancellor of the Exchequer hath done 
*atall times before me; nay, I may venture to 
* affirm, it hath been looked upon as incumbent up- 
* on: the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and all the 
other Officers of the revenue, to encourage, by 
© their. examples, all public undertakings of this 
kind; and it muſt not be forgot, that at the firſt 
«* eſtabliſhment of this very Company, the then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and ſeveral great 
« officers of State, did condeſcend to be directors of 
© this Company, which was never thought a crime, 
whether it was done with a view to their own in- 
« tereſt, or not. | $20 


— 


But, my Lords, I will ſhew that this ſtock was 


not bought with any ſuch view, and if it were, 


© that it does not make good any one part of the 
charge in the bill; for as it was bought with my 
own money, it could not be a breach of truſt in 
* any manner, nor could it be a dangerous and in- 
famous corruption, nor could it be in confederacy 
© with. the directors in their pernicious practices, 
* which are deſcribed to have been committed by 
© them. under the colour of the late act, and therefore 
* ſubſequent to it; nor was it bought with a view to 

For. VIII. VVV 
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« my own exorbitant profit, ſince it was not only 


two months before the Commons accepted the 
© propoſals of the South-/ea Company, but even be- 


© fore the ſcheme was ſo much as communicated to me, 


© and, as I have proved to your Lordſhips, was ſold 
© out again that very morning the South-ſea Compa- 
ny were reſolved to outbid the Bank, and carry 
their point at all hazards. 

My Lords, I have proved to your Lordſhips, 
that at the ſame time that I bought this ſtock in 
the South-ſea Company, I bought very near the 
© like value in the Ban, and continued it there af- 
© ter I had ſold out of the South-/ea, which does not 
© look like partiality to the South. ſea ſcheme, I have 
© ſhewn your Lordſhips, that immediately after the 
Foul hb. ſea propoſals were accepted, I bought into the 
© Eaft-India Company, and not into the South-ſea 
Company, which is ſome proof that I had no great 


6 #6 


faith in their ſcheme, nor built upon it with a view 


© tomy own profit : But to make it more evident, 
© that this ſcheme was not founded by me in that ini- 
c quity as is ſuppoſed, and that I had not thoſe 
© views that are laid to my charge, I have ſhewn 
your Lordſhips, that I was not the original author 
© or promoter of this ſcheme : I have proved by 
Sir John Blunt, that he firſt preſented this ſcheme 
© to my Lord Stanbope, ſoon after his Majeſty's re- 
< turn from Hanover, in 1719. That my Lord 
© FStanhope,lometime after, communicated this ſcheme 


4 to me, and deſired me to talk with Sir John Blunt Þ 


© aboutitz and that accordingly, about the latter 


© end of December, 1719, I defired Mr. Clayton to 


meet Sir John Blunt, and Mr. Knight, at my own 
© houſe, to confer about it; which was the firſt 
© time that I talked with Sir ohn upon that ſubject. 
_* Sothat, my Lords, it is moſt evident that the 
© ſtock bought in the beginning of December, could 
© not be bought with a view of gain from this 
* ſcheme, as is ſuggeſted by the Commons in their 

paper, 
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paper, ſince the very ſcheme itſelf was not commu- 
nicated to me *till the latter end of December; and 
taking all the other circumſtances along with it, 
that have been explained to your Lordſhips, I am 
ſatisfied you muſt think, that the Commons could 
not have done me a greater ſervice, than by ſtating 
this fact as the chief matter of their accuſation, 
which hath given me this opportunity of clearing 
up ſome miſtakes, and lay ing open ſome facts 
that were not known or underſtood before. 

Thus having cleared up this matter to your 


Lordſhips, I ſhall proceed to anſwer the next and 


laſt article laid to my charge, as it was delivered 
by the Commons to your Lordſhips, in which they 


give your Lordfhips an account of a tranſaction in 


their houſe, relating to the cancelling ſome accounts 
between Mr. Hawes and me. I do not find that 
the Commons made this a charge againſt me in 
any of their refolutions that night they committed 
me to the Tower ; but as this ſtory had the greateſt 
effect to inflame and raiſe a prejudice againſt me in 
their houſe, ſo I doubt not but that it is laid before 
yourLordſhips, in this ſolemn manner, with an ex- 
1 that it ſhould have the ſame effect in this 
houſe, 55 


© My Lords, I know very well that many of my 


Judges in the other houſe, who acquitted me of 
every part of the charge brought againſt me,could 
not get over this ſlight, this ridiculous incident. I 
muſt own, my Lords, my conduct upon that oc- 
caſion was not ſo calm and circumſpect as my cir- 
cumftances required ; but it might have warmed a 


man of a much more even temper than myſelf, 


to ſee a moſt innocent action repreſented in ſuch 
a ſuſpicious light by the ſecret Committee, as to 


appear, in ſome meaſure, criminal: And be- 


ſides this, my Lords, the order mentioned at the 
conference to have been made for me to produce 
theſe accounts, was introduced in ſuch a manner, 
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© as might ſurprize and ſhock the moſt wary man 
© alive; to be attacked, as I was, entering the houſe, 
and before I was got to my place, in a moſt un- 
parliamentary method, and by an unprecedented 
motion, by one, who, of all men living, had 
© the leaſt right to make that demaad, and who 
© could furniſh, if he pleaſed, from his own books 
© of accounts, more matter of inquiry, than all 
other Accountants put together. I ſhould not 
© have mentioned this, but that I ſee that tranſaction 
© taken notice of in the paper delivered to your 
Lordſhips at the conference. . 

The uſe that hath been made of this ſtory, has 
© been to inflame and ſtir up the minds of men to 
© believe that there were the greateſt ſecrets, the 
* moſt criminal matters contained in theſe Books 
© and that they were cancelled, or burnt, in order 
to deftroy evidence. I own, my Lords, when this 
matter was preſſed upon me in the houſe of Com- 
* mons, I treated it with neglect and indifference, as 
* knowing my own innocence, and not dreaming of 
© thecriminal and falle conſtruction that was after- 
© wards put upon it: But ſince it has been ſo univer- 


© ſally underſtood to my prejudice, give me leave, 


© my Lords, in this place, to return my thanks again 
to my acculers, that they have given me an op- 
< portunity, before the ſupreme court of judicature 
of this kingdom, to clear up this matter, and to 
© ſhew to the world, that there is nothing in this 
< ſtory, either criminal or ſuſpicious, TW: 

II thank, my accuſers, my Lords, for giving me 
this opportunity of ſhewing the world, that there 


is a vaſt difference between an examination taken 


before your Lordſhips, and an examination taken 
before the ſecret Committee; for it may very pro- 
bably happen, that they may be miſtaken in what 
relates to me, ſince every part of their report hath 
been either rejected or dropt by the houſe of Com- 
* Mons, which related to any other man ling 
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I perceive your Lordſhips took this matter firſt 


into your conſideration, as obſerving the Com- 
mons to lay the greateſt ſtreſs upon it. You have 
examined Mr, Haves in the ſtricteſt manner, in 
relation to the nature of theſe accounts, and the 
manner of cancelling t hem. . 
He has told your Lord ſhips, That there wwas no- 
thing criminal contained in thoſe accounts; that there 
was nothing in them relating to me as Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, nor to him as a director of the South- 
ſea company, or as a receiver of the cuſtoms ; that 
there was nothing in them that could be conſtrued a 
breach of truſt; nothing that could be called a combi- 
nation with the South-ſea directors, or had any rela- 
tion to them; nothing that could be called corruption, 
or any thing like it, He ſays, He bought ſome ſtock 
for me in December, 1719, but that it was ſold 
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again in three or four days after, for very ſmall pro- 


« fit : And laſily, he ſays, this ſtock was bought and 


paid for with my own money, and not with the pub- 


© lic money, or the company's money. As to the man- 
ner of cancelling them, he ſays, it was done in 
© October laſt, before the King*s return, and long be- 
« fore the Parliament met; that I had long fince paſſed 
* my public accounts, viz. in April, 1720, that thoſe 


accounts were paſſed at my preſſing inſtances, in half the 


time that any of my predeceſſors had paſſed theirs 


© that ] had afterwards daily ſollicited him to have thoſe 


© private accounts made up and delivered, but that his 
© affairs would not permit him to do it till October 
laſt; that I had preſſed him to deliver up theſe ac- 
© counts, not only long before the ſtock fell, but before it 
© roſe; that theſe accounts were cancelled, after I had 


given him adiſcharge, by a mutual conſent ; and that 


che believes it was not done with a deſign to conceal 
« them from this inquiry. _ 
My Lords, this is the evidence of Mr. Hawes 3 

© and I do not wonder that your Lordſhips were un- 
der ſome ſurprize, that a matter repreſented in ſe 
x2 « different 
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© different light, and with which my enemies have 
made ſo much noiſe and clamour ; ſhould, at laſt, 
© come out as a fair and indifferent action, in which 
© neither the public, nor any private perſon was con- 
* cerned, and to have been done without a deſign of 
© concealing or covering any fraud whatſoever. 

© There is ſomething, my Lords, I muſt obſerve 
© to you upon this occalion, that makes me wonder 
© how this tranſaction came to be ſo much inſiſted 
© on, unleſs it was to inflame more than to convince 3 
* and that is, my Lords, (as I humbly conceive) 
© that in caſe theſe books had been in being, and 
© there had been any thing criminal in them, or that 


might any way affect me to my prejudice, your 


© Lordſhips would not, as you are a court of juſtice, 
© oblige me to produce them againſt myſelf : This 
© is a fundamental maxim in law, and has never 
© been broke thro? in the moſt violent and arbitrary 
< times, And the houſe of Lords, in their inqui- 
© ries in 1640, were ſo tender of this great principle 
c of law and jultice, that they made it a ſpecial in- 
< ſtruction to their Committees, that the Judges they 


had ordered to be examined, ſhould not be exa- 


© mined upon any thing to accuſe themſelves. And 
© the Commons, during all the enormities of thoſe 
times, never broke thro? this rule, till they came 


© to decide all things by the ſword. And therefore, 


* my Lords, if theſe accounts could not judicially 
© be demanded of me, in caſe they were in being, 
and contained any thing criminal in them; there 
© can certainly be no crime in my having diſpoſed 
© of them as I thought fit, eſpecially if it be conſi- 
© dered, that they were my own private books, no 
© ways relating to me as a public Accomptant, con- 
< taining nothing in them criminal, or affecting the 
© intereſt of any other perſon. | 

I know, my Lords, very well, that in the caſe 
of a deed deſtroyed, if a witneſs proves that there 


- © was in that deed any clauſe to the advantage of a 
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third perſon, or to the prejudice of him that de- 


« ſtroyed it, ſuch clauſe ſhall be conſtrued in the 
© ſtrongeſt manner againſt the perſon that deſtroyed 
the deed. . 

But this, my Lords, is not my caſe; here is 
© no evidence produced to prove any thing criminal 
in theſe accounts, but on the contrary ; ſo that in 


law and equity they would be taken as accounts ſub- 


« fiſting in my favour, tho? unadviſedly cancelled. 
Mr. Hawes's teſtimony, relating to the accounts in 


« theſe books, affords your Lordſhips another in- 


* ſtance, that may ſatisfy your Lordſhips, that I had 
© no view to the South-ſea ſcheme in my tranſaCtions. 
contained in thoſe books ſince it appears by his 
© evidence concerning the ſtock mentioned in them, 
that I parted with it, before the ſcheme took place: 
< But let that be as it will, can any man call it a cri- 
* minal circumſtance to commit the papers, after 
© they were cancelled, to the fire? No, my Lords, 
© it was a legal and an innocent action. mw 
Thus, my Lords, I have gone through every 
© part of the charge againſt me, either as it has been 
* ſtated by the Commons, or fallen under the exa- 
* mination of your Lordſhips ; and I hope there 1s 
nothing omitted in my defence, that is neceſſary 
© to prove my innocence to the ſatisfaction of 
call that hear me; but if the leaſt doubt remain 
© with your Lordſhips, in relation to any one fact 


charged upon me, I beg I may have the opportu- 


© nity, before I go from this bar, of clearing it up, 
© which I do not doubt to do by the plaineſt proofs 
jn the world. | | 


<If therefore the charge of the Commons in the | 


< preamble of this bill, cannot be ſupported in any 
« partof it, by any one fact whatſoever, can your 
© Lordſhips ever be induced to conſent to ſuch parts 
© of the bill as ſubject me to an arbitrary juriſdicti- 
on, and cruel and new-invented puniſhments? My 
© Lords, the laws are our birthright, and the guide 
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© and meaſure of all our actions; but where is the 
© law that I have broken? Or, indeed, where is 
* the crime, or the fact that is ſuppoſed to be a 
crime, and which is to be puniſhed by a law made 
ex poſt facto? A law, my Lords, that diſpenſes 
< with the very forms of judicature, and ſets up a 


' © tribunal unheard of before in any free country 


I believe, my Lords, this bill is very little un- 
< derſtood by moſt of the gentlemen of the houſe of 
Commons; and, perhaps, your Lordſhips may 
< think the penalties of this bill leſs ſevere, at leaſt 
© in reſpect to me, than they are; but your Lord- 


© ſhips will give me leave to explain that matter to 
you in ſuch a manner, that you may better judge, 


© whether I have committed any offence equal to 
£ ſuch ſevere and ignominious puniſhments, 

My Lords, as the bill now ſtands, all my per- 
© ſonal eſtate, and great part of my real eſtate, which 
© belonged to me on the 1ſt of Tune 1720, or at any 
time ſince, is veſted in the truſtees, to be ſold and 


applied to the uſes of this act; ſo that I am ſtript 


at once of every ſhilling but what is ſettled upon 
my family, and wherein I am but tenant for life. 
« Afterthis,my Lords, I am obliged to give 100,000 /. 
© ſecurity by recognizance, with two other perſons to 
be bound for me in 25,000 J. apiece, that I ſhall not 
« depart the kingdom before a certain time. This was 


© not the caſe of the directors, but is mine, that after 


< my eſtate is taken from me, I am obliged to give 


«© ſecurity to the value of ten times more than Iam 


c worth. Is there a friend in the world that can be- 
< lieve I am guilty of the leaſt thing laid to my 
charge, that will be ſecurity for me in this ſitua- 


tion? Or have I any counter-ſecurity to give, but 
< the little ſtock of credit and. reputation that this 


< bill cannot take away ? But ſome gentlemen think, 
and my enemies boaſt, that they have been very 
< bountiful to me, and they have made me eaſy. If 


| that be the caſe, my Lords, what occaſion is there 


to 
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to ſuſpect I ſhould fly from my country, my 
* friends, and my eſtate ? But if my caſe be other- 
* wiſe, if I am worſe uſed than any of the directors; 
*if Lam more branded and expoſed than any other 
* perſon in this bill, who will not be apt to judge, 


* from what has paſſed, that the ſame ſpirit that has 


brought me to this, may be carried to greater ex. 
* tremity ? Am I not by this bill, put into the pow- 
© erof every villain, of this very broker here, whoſe 
© evidence is his merits? Am I not obliged co live 
© in the dread, and at the mercy of every informer 
like him? Others may think, and the directors, 
© perhaps, may think, life under theſe circumſtances 
* to be tolerable ; but to me, my Lords, there can be 
no comfort in it, but what my own innocence ſe- 
© cures to me. | = 

© There are ſome clauſes in the bill that oblige 
* me to give inventories of my real and perſonal 
© eſtate, from fuch time, and in ſuch a manner, as is 
© 1mpolſible to be complied with, having never 
kept my accounts in ſuch a method, as thoſe that 
care bred up to trade and figures are uſed to do; 
and ] believe very few gentlemen in the kingdom 
would, in their own caſes, think this practicable. 
But if my acccounts had been regularly kept, as I 
© have no clerks or book-keepers to ſwear to them, 
ſo I do not know of what uſe it could be to pro- 
* duce them to theſe truſtees, in caſe they are minded 


to diſpute them; for tho* they are intitled only 
to the Incrementum of my eſtate ſince the iſt of 


October 1718, yet as they are to be veſted with 
© the whole of my perſonal, and great part of my 
© real eſtate, and as I am to deliver up all my wri- 
© tings, papers, and accounts to them, it is impoſſi- 
© ble to make out any claim before them in any 
* manner whatſoever. And, pray, my Lords, ob- 
« ſerve the difficulties or abſurdities of this caſe : 
Here is a court erected of nine perſons, ”_ _ 

| lolute 
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« ſolute and unlimited powers; ſome of theſe gen- 
© tlemen, perhaps, have been accuſers, but all of 
© them are to be judges and parties; my eſtate 


and my title is to be put into their hands, and 


* then I am toclaim what can never be made out 
* but by the very mating in their poſſeſſion, 
Was ever ſach a juriſdiction eſtabliſhed upon 
earth before, where laws were in uſe ? No, my 
Lords, the original cauſe of all laws, and of ci- 
* vil government, was to prevent men's judging 
for themſelves,” and to oblige them to ſubmit all 
© diſputable matters to indifferent parties: This is 
© ina particular manner the bafis of all our laws, 
* and it is the only pillar by which juſtice and e- 
* quity can be ſupported. | we 
But, my Lords, there is another circumſtance, 
£ which, in the ſituation of my affairs, makes any 
claim impracticable; that is, my Lords, the oz: 
« probandi lies, in a great meaſure, upon me; which, 
in regard to my perſonal eſtate, is impoſſible, 
* unleſs my judges are willing to be guided by the 
* circumſtances of my affairs, and my own teſti- 
© mony. | | | 
For inſtance, my Lords, it appears to your 
* Lordſhips, that there was an account between 
Mr. Hawes and me for ſeven years paſt, where- 
© in moſt of my effects were contained, and he 
© fays about 30,000 J. South-ſea ſtock was bought, 
before the ſcheme took place, with my own mo- 


* ney : It appears by the paper delivered at the 


© conference, that I bought by Mr. Knight, two 
months before the South-/ea propoſals took place, 
* 22,000 J. South-ſea ſtock, and had ſeveral other 
effects in his hands; and Mr. Furman has 


proved that Mr. Knight told him, that he owed 
© me a great ſum of money long before this, hav- 
ing kept my caſh for two or three years before, 
* none of which can be ſuppoſed to be the increaſe 
Jof my eſtate ſince Ofober 1718. How is 2 
i « fible, 


E 


% ͤ od WY TC 


CC O mn Gg = Fe ,, 


A. 17217. D E BAT E 8. 


| © ſible, my Lords, I can prove one word of it? 
* As to Mr. Knight, it is not expected I ſhould 


* produce him; and as for Mr. Hawes, he ſays, 
* thoſe accounts are cancelled, and he has made no 
other entry of them. How is it poſſible, then, 
to prove any thing, eſpecially to the ſatisfaction 
* of my judges, who are alſo 12 ? For it muſ: 
© be to their ſatisfaction, an 

* bill fays, that my proofs muſt be made. If they 


are not pleaſed to be ſatisfied, then, indeed, 1 


* may appeal to another court erected for this pur. 
* poſe, viz, to the Judges in Weftminſter-Hall, who 
* will expect legal evidence to maintain an appeal, 


* which, in my caſe, my Lords, I have ſhewn, is 


not to be done. 
J cannot but take notice of one puniſhment 


more that ſeems to be oddly ſuited to that part of 


* my accuſation, relating to the cancelling of my 
accounts with Mr. Hawes: The Commons, for 
want of having that matter cleared up, as it has 


© been before your Lordſhips, have thought that 


tranſaction a great offence ; and the puniſhment 
© of that offence is, that I ſhall make up thoſe very 
accounts which my accuſers ſay are deſtroyed, and 
* which are no more in being: Indeed I muſt own 
© they have been ſo kind as to exempt me from all 
* danger on this head for the future, by diſabling 


me from having any more accounts to make 
up. | 


Since I have ſpoke of diſabling, My Lords, I 


beg leave to take notice of a clauſe that contains 
© a new and dangerous puniſhment, that was late- 


(ly added to this bill; that is, my Lords, the 


* clauſe for in capacitating the late ſub- governor, 
Ec. from ſitting or voting in either houſe of 


Parliament, or from holding any office or place 


of truſt under his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſ- 
\ 10S, | | 
* My 


not otherwiſe, the 
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little incidents that have happened, this clauſe 
was not the puniſhment of a South. ſea fin, and 
thefe unfortunate men were only thrown in, to 


make the draught go down the better. But 
how conſiſtent this puniſhment may be with good 
policy and a free government, I ſubmit to your 
Lordſhips confideration. | | 
Here are no leſs than thirty ſix fellow. ſubjects 


cut off at one ſtroke from the Common- wealth, and 


ſtript of the birth-rights and privileges of Eug- 
liſemen; I mention it to your Lordſhips as you 


are the guardians of thoſe rights and privileges, 


that you may oppoſe an attempt in its firſt in- 


ſtance that ſeems to threaten our conſtitution, 
and ſhake even Magna Charta itſolft. No man, 
fince we were a nation, has been to bold as to 
think of creating ſo dangerous a precedent, which, 
if it had been eſtabliſhed ſooner, had before this 
day exceedingly thinned the ranks of our ableſt 
patriots. | TT 
© But, my Lords, if this bill muſt paſs in ary 
manner as to me, I am not concerned as to the 
effects of this clauſe. I ſay, if this bill paſs, (as 
they ſay it muſt) my ambition is at an end; 


?tis too late for me to begin the world again; but 
an ill-natured man would be pleaſed at his going 


off the ſtage, to leave this legacy to thoſe that 
come after him. 


Precedents, my Lords will advance, and this | 


precedent will not ſleep. The violence of the 
times, and the rage of parties, is too great to 


drop a precedent ſo uſeful as this will be. 


' A a „ A „ 


© I ſhall trouble your Lordſhips no more than 
to ſay, that if I muſt be ſacrificed to appeaſe the 
fury of the miſguided multitude, I heartily wiſh 
it may have that effect, which will be ſome al- 
leviation to my misfortunes, But in vain have 
the guilty appeared againſt me! In vain 0 

| Lou they 
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« they ſtirred up the nation for one man's ruin z 

e my fall will ſkreen or ſecure no man; if I am in- 

10 © nocent, there is nothing can make me guilty. Let 

to the ſtorm rage never ſo high at preſent, Engliſhmen 


vill grow calm by degrees, and truth is great, and 
d will prevail. 


This elaborare and pathetic ſpeech carried more 
a; applauſe than conviction; the generality of that 
dauguſt aſſembly being prepoſſeſſed, that Mr. Ai- 
ſlabie had a great ſhare in the contrivance of the Souẽůähb- 
ou % ſcheme: However, the Lords indulged him fo | 
W far, as to order ſuch other witneſſes, as he had to 
produce, to be examined the next day; and it was 
5 alſo ordered, that the directors of the Sword-blade 
company ſhould then attend with their books. 
o Accordingly, on the 20th of July, the Lords, in 
77 a grand Committee, reſumed the conſideration of 
that affair, and examined the Swwerd-blade Company, 
en and their books; by which it appearing, that Mr. | : 
| Waller had received vaſt ſums on account of South- 
ny | /za ſtock, their Lordſhips ſeemed to be ſo well ſatiſ- 


1 
{ 
f 
| 
$ 
5 
F 


the fied, that they did not think fit to call for any other 5 
2 witneſſes; neither did Mr, Aiſiabie deſire the members | 
+ of the Commons, who had been ſummoned, ſhould | 
but be examined. But being called in, and asked, i 
P what he had farther to ſay in his own defence, he . 
hi made another eloquent and moving ſpeech, as fol- | 

lows : | | 
this | 


the My Lords, | 

ul - I Have already endeavoured, and, I hope, with Mr. A lege | 
1 ſucceſs, to ſatisfy your Lordſhips, that the gpeect: 

han charge laid againſt me in the bill now depending, 

the cannot be. ſupported by any general part of the 


viſn preamble, nor by the particular facts ſtated by 


— 19 1 8% 


al- 8 Ommons, nor by any evidence produced be- 
are fore your Lordſhips. „„ 
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£ As your Lordſhips have examined all the wit- Þ + 
© neſſes recommended by the Commons to ſupport 
their charge, I did conclude, when I came hi- 
© ther this day, that after what I faid yeſterday, I 
© ſhould not be called upon to offer any thing more 
© in my juſtification, | 
But now, my Lords, I find here is a new mat- 
ter ſtarted relating to Mr. Waller's account with 
the Sword-blade company, which is not within your 
Lordſhips order; that confines me to ſuch matters 
only as relate to my own defence. 
I have been a little ſurprized and ſilent upon 
this occaſion, not knowing whether your Lord- 
ſhips expected, or whether it was fit that I ſhould 
take any notice of it ; for as the Commons have 
not tranſmitted this matter to your Lordſhips, 
as a ground of their charge, I take it for grant- 
ed, they did not think it worth your Lordſhips 
inquiry, or proper for your judgment, being ra- 
ther a matter of clamour, and only calculated for 
the people. | 
© I muſt own, my Lords, if it is expected I ſhould 
give an account of this tranſaction, I am at a loſs 
to know how to go about it. 
For, firſt, I do not know the contents of this 
account, and, in the next place, how ſhall [ 
make it bear to my charge, or any part of it? 
How is it made out to be a breach of truſt in the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to credit his ſon- 
in-law with any ſum of money? Or how has he 
thereby combined with the Sou7h-/ea directors in 
their pernicious practices? Or how could he, 
in ſuch an act, be guilty of dangerous and infa- 
tous corruption ? There has nothing appeared 
to your Lordſhips concerning this tranſaction, 
but the ſum total of the whole account in ſuch 
a time: and it may happen, that a great part of 
this tranſaction has no relation to South-/ea _ 
an 
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and that a tenth part of it does not belong to 


« me. | 
But where are my labours to end? How is it 
poſſible, my Lords, for me to dreſs up this matter 
to be a charge againſt myſelf? It is to be ima- 


o 

“ 

« gined, I ſuppoſe, that all theſe tranſactions have 
been upon my account, and conſequently, that 
: | 


I muſt have been a great gainer. 


I pity the malice of my enemies, that are re- 
duced to ſuch poor ſhifts, as to endeavour to 


C 

prove my deep views and deſigns, from the moſt 
« ſtupid folly in the world, and my riches and ex- 
« orbitant gains from this inſtance, and another 
* which I ſhall preſently mention to your Lord- 
« ſhips, that plainly ſhew my loſſes. 


For is it poſſible, my Lords, that a man, who 


is ſuppoſed to know the world, that is thought 


capable of forming a ſcheme, and of directing 


the very directors, ſhould be ſo deſtitute of pro- 
per agents, as to truſt his negotiations to an un- 


experienced youth, who by his tranſa&tions, 


„ 

q 

* ſeems to have dipt as much in the whims of the 
© alley as any adventurer of them all? The ab- 
* ſurdity is too great, my Lords, to gain credit 
any where, much leſs in this place, that one, up- 
on whom the eyes of the world were fixed, and 
© whoſe actions might be canvaſſed with great ſe- 
& 
s 
o 


verity, ſhould, in order to conceal his affairs, 


commit them to a near relation, acting in the 
moſt open and unguarded manner. 

© And as my apprehenſions, during the execu- 
tion of this ſcheme, were become remarkable, 
and the jeſt of all that imbarked in it, there can 


be nothing more extravagant than to make me a 


were viſibly carried on with a ſpirit very differ- 
ent from mine, and which, from the nature of 
them, ſeem to be the effect of raſh counſels, and 

ſuited to the frenzy of the times. Re 
Mr. 


4 
6 
& 
© party to this gentleman's tranſactions, which 
0 
6 
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Mr. Waller, my Lords, is a near relation, but 
intirely independent of me, and who conſulted 
me leſs upon this occaſion, than any other man, 
whereof this tranſaction with the Sword-blade 
company is the ſtrongeſt evidence: For, as he 
has told your Lordſhips, that I never knew of 
this account, or his keeping his caſh there till 
they broke; ſo it is improbable I ſhould truſt all 
my affairs to his management, who dealt with a 
company in whom I never had any faith, nor 
with whom I ever had any dealings. 

As to the greatneſs of this tranſaction, I muſt 
© own, my Lords, if the memory of this year 
© could be obliterated, it might very well ſurprize 
© us; but I muſt obſerve to your Lordſhips, that 
< this Sum of 700,000/7, is not the balance of the 
account at any one point of time, as is generally 
* underſtood, but the total amount of ſeveral ſums 
paid and repaid many times backward and for- 


© ward, and ſometimes great part of it the ſame | 


© day. And any perſon uſed to accounts muſt 
« know the 4oth part of this ſum, was more than 
< ſufficient to anſwer the whole ſum of 700,000 /. 

Many of your Lordſhips know the truth of 
* what Mr. Waller has told you, viz. that a great 
* many young gentlemen, and others, (whoſe be- 

< ginning was not ſo conſiderable as Mr. Faller's, 


© who had a very good real and perſonal eſtate be- 


© fore the South-ſea ſcheme was thought of) have 


< tranſafted for as much as he did. Nor does it 


© follow from the greatneſs of the tranſaction, 
© that the profit was extraordinary, ſince many 
© have dealt for greater ſums than this, whoſe for- 
tunes are far from being improved; and it is 
very plain, that 10,000 /. ſtock, not ſtirred at 
< all, till fold out at the beſt advantage, would 
© have brought more profit, than all _— nume- 
£ rous WATERS put together. i 
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My Lords, I am very free to own, that 
* 53,000 J. of this ſum belonged to me, great 
part whereof is now locked up in the Sword- 
Blade company, and depends upon the goodneſs 


give your Lordſhips the moſt perfect account 1 
© can of all my tranfa&tions, nothwithſtanding Mr. 
Haller is not able to do it, who never kept any 
regular accounts that ever I ſaw, but did every 
c 
0 


thing in the ſame hurry and confuſion, as moſt 
other young gentlemen at that time did. I 


< I do not perceive that your Lordſhips have 
entered into the examination of this account any 
farther than to know the ſum total, which has 
not yet taken up much of your Lordſhips time, 

© notwithſtanding the gentlemen of the ſecret Com- 
< mittee. have employed much pains in it, and' 
have deſplay'd it as a diſcovery of my immenſe” 
x gains, and a tranſaction intirely belonging to 


mylelf, 


My Lords, it is very hard, that againſt all 
* evidence, againſt all truth, and every circum- 
« ſtance that conduces to it, ſuch an inſinuation 
© ſhould proceed from any one man, or Commit- 
© tee of men, to the ne or ruin, of an in- 
* nocent perſon. 
I I dare ſay, my Lords, they had no other 
* grounds in the world for it, but the vain pre- 
* ſumption from Mr. Waller's near relation to me, 
that he acted ſolely! for me; whereas it now ap- 
© pears to your Lordſhips, by Mr. Waller's evi- 
© dence, that he acted for many other friends as 
© well as for me, and that I was not ſo much as 
© Bl 


company 


31:16. bg It then poſſible, my Lords, that your Lord- 


* ſhips ſhould give way to ſo groundleſs a ſuppo- 
© ſition, as that all this account. ſhould belong to 
me? 


Vor. VIII. K « My 


© of their ſecurity ; and I am far from declining to 


oy to the accounts he 2705 with the Swword- 
5 | 
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© My Lords, if this way of proceeding had been 
c the general rule of judging in the caſes of others, 
< the ſecret Committee might have carried on their 


<, inquiries againſt many in the adminiſtration, 


with much more juſtice and certainty than againſt 


came; and they might, if they had thought fit, 


from the dealings of ſeveral agents, friends, and 
< dependents, who dealt for much more than Mr. 
< Waller, have furniſhed matters of imputation a- 
gainſt perſons, concerning whom they are alto- 
© gether ſilent, and if it had not been too invidi- 


C ous in me, my Lords, to have asked the queſti- 
on, Mr. Waller could have named to you ſome 


4 perſons, who had leſs foundation of their own 
than himſelf, and who yet have tranſacted for 
much more, and who have the honour to be 
© known to ſome of the ſecret Committee, as well 


nas to much greater men than myſelf. 


But, my Lords, as lam confined to what on- 
© ly relates to myſelf, give me leave to ſay, that 
< 'this account of Mr. Waller's with the Sword- 
C blade company, and the account of ſtock bought 
© and ſold by Mr. Weymondſold, have been the 
chief grounds of my accuſation, or rather 
of the public clamour; tho' of the whole ba- 
© lance of this account of Mr. Jaller's when 
< truly examined, there is but 53, oool. belong; 
to me; and Mr. Weymondſold's great account of 
77, OO,. ftock, when fairly ſtated, is reduced 
'< to. 12,000 J. ſtock, now in my hands. It was 


- © 1mpoſlible to work people up to ſuch violent and 
extraordinary proceeding, without firſt raiſing 


< the public envy and reſentment. It was there- 
fore thought neceſſary to make the world be- 
lie ve, that J was immenſely rich, and that I had 
gained my wealth from the ſpoils. and ruin of the 


_ © unhappy ſufferers: It was neceſſary to make the 


world belive, that the ſcheme was calculated by 
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me with that view, and that I had the ſole con- 
duct of it, or, according to the witty turn of a 
very learned gentleman, that I was the director of 
c the directors. 5 

As the opinion, my Lords, of my exorbitant 
gains has almoſt univerſally prevailed, be pleaſ- 
ed to give me leave to explain how a report, ſo 
* artfully raiſed and diſperſed about the nation, 
* came, at laſt, to be ſtrengthened, and, as it were, 
ſanctified by authority of the Houſe of Com- 
© MONS, | 

The ſecret Committee, who were appointed 


© to inquire into theſe proceedings, had, with 


© great pains and application, examined and ſearch- 
ed into every thing; but before they could be 


ready to lay any great diſcoveries before the 


< Houſe, in order to ſatisfy the impatience of gen- 


« tlemen in ſome manner, and to give a ſpecimen 
| «© of their labours, an honourable member of that 


© Committee ſtood up, and pronounced in his 
place, that he had found out above ten millions 
that belonged to the directors, and, by way of 
© ſupplement, above a million and a half more 
that belonged to another gentleman, whom he 
did not think fit to name at that time. This 
<« hopeful beginning gave much ſatisfaction to thoſe 


who delight in great diſcoveries, and raiſed the 
expectation of all his hearers : But ſo dull was I, 
as not to find out that I was concerned in this 
\ « deſcription, *till every libel, and every news pa- 


e per was full of it. 9 | | 
But what did theſe vain promiſes amount to? 


our Lordſhips have ſeen what the directors have 


produced, and how far ſhort it falls of this ro- 
< mantic account: And as for myſelf, the object 


of this ſolemn inquiry, I doubt I ſhall not contri- 
bute much, tho' this bill ſhould paſs, to raiſe the 


reputation of the ſecret Committee in theſe won- 
derful diſcoveries. oo | 


K 2 Thus, 
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Thus, my Lords, I have cleared my way 


through all the dirt and ſcandal that hath been 
thrown upon me; I ſhall now beg leave, my 
Lords, to lay before you a ſhort narrative of 
the riſe and progreſs of this ſcheme, and the 
execution of it, after it paſſed into an act, as far 


as has come to my knowledge, that your Lord- 


ſhips may judge whether I have done my duty, 
or have been guilty of any omiſſion. 1. 

My Lords, I have proved by Sir Job» Blunt, 
that he firſt communicated his ſcheme to the 
late Lord Stanhope, ſoon after his Majeſty's re- 
turn from Hanover, in 1719, that my Lord 
Stanhope, ſome time after, ſent this ſcheme to 
me, and deſired me to talk with Sir Fohn Blunt 
about it, which I did in the preſence of Mr. 
Clayton and Mr Knight ; that there were ſeveral 
alterations made in this ſcheme, and particularly, 
in one part of it relating to the funds of the 


| Bank and the Eaſt- India Company, which were 


propoſed to be incorporated into the funds of the 
South. ſea Company. oe, 

And, at laſt, the ſcheme was formed and 
agreed to by all thoſe in the adminiſtration, as it 
was firſt opened and propoſed in the houſe of 
Commons. And I do aver here, before your 
Lordſhips, that there was not one ſtep" taken in 
this affair, before it paſſed into an act, that was 
not taken by the concurrence and approbation of 
thoſe in the adminiſtration, and even ſome of 
the ſecret Committee: And ſo cautious and diffi- 


dent was I of the ſucceſs of ſo great an under- 
taking, that though the ſcheme was adapted to 
the notions and opinions of thoſe Gentlemen, 


who, for two ſeſſions before, had oppoſed all 
meaſures for reducing the intereſt of the public 


debts, till the long annuities were made redeem- 


able; yet I would not adventure to introduce it 
to the houſe of Commons, till it had been com- 
. municated 
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6 * municated to, and approved of by them: And 
7 c as this ſcheme was then calculated with no incon- 
n ſiderable advantages to the public; as it at once 
y « raiſed three millions and a half towards the diſ- 
f charge of the public debts ; and, at the ſame 
time, put the long and ſhort annuities into a 
ſtate of being redeemed ; and, after four years, 
reduced the intereſt of the whole debt of England 
to 4 per cent. and thereby made a vaſt addition 
to the ſinking fund; I flatter myſelf, it could 
not have been thought a bad bargain to the pub- 
lic, as ſome were pleaſed to repreſent it, or lia- 
ble to thoſe unhappy conſequences that have at- 
tended the alteration of it, ſince it would have been 
reſtrained and tied down to ſuch conditions, as 
would have made it im poſſible for any projectors 
to have hurt us. | 
al © But, my Lords, theſe meaſures were all broke 
at once, by a ſudden reſolution of the Bank, who 
£ before, had ſhewn a great backwardneſs in undet- 
taking any thing for the reducing the public debts, 
* and had treated this ſcheme with great contempt; 
8 
c 


* 
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I fay, my Lords, as ſoon as this ſcheme was o- 


tain: It was then, my Lords, that I again ex- 
£ preſſed my fears of this undertaking, and declar- 
it ed, that I did not ſee how the South-/ea Com- 
n- | K 3 | - pany 


id pened in the houſe of Commons, the Gentlemen 
it of the Bank yere immediately ſtirred up to become 
of k ms it, and to deſire that they might 
ar be ſuffered to offer propoſals as well as the Souzh- 
in * /ea Company. OY 
a8 II t was very eaſy to fee the conſequences of this 
of competition; and J expreſſed my fears to all 
of thoſe in the King's ſervice that were conſulted 
i- © about it; and we had a meeting, where the Lords 
1. of the Treaſury, and thoſe in the adminiſtration, 
to < were preſent, in order, as Sir John Blunt ſays, 
n, < to perſuade the South. ſea company to advance 
ll < their propoſals, and to offer four millions cer- 
0 
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s pany could go through with it, if they were to 


give any more money for it, without the aſſiſt- 
ance and concurrence of the bank, and much 
leſs if the bank oppoſed them; and upon this, 
I propoſed to the South-ſea company that the 
ſcheme ſhould be divided between them and the 
Bank, which drew from Sir John Blunt this me- 
morable ſaying, No, Sir, we will never divide 
the child. For my part, my Lords, upon this 
occaſion, I was entirely for dropping it; nor 
could I be prevailed upon, by thoſe that preſſed 
me very warmly, to have any thing more to do 
in itz and when a certain Gentleman of the ſe- 
cret Committee, at the inſtance of an honourable 
Gentleman that 1s ſince dead, moved the houſe, 
that the Committee might be opened again, 
© to receive freſh propoſals from the two compa- 
< nies, and, as it were, to fet up the nation to 
© auction, I was ſo far from approving it, or giv- 
ing my conſent to it, that I quitted the houſe 


upon it, and would not be preſent when it was 


© moved. This, I think, was ſhewing my diſlike 
© of it, as far as I could decently do it, in reſpe& 
© to my fellow-ſervants, from whom I differed ; 
and I defy any man to prove, «hat from that 
< day, till the laſt propoſals of the Sozuth-ſea com- 


| © pany were actually accepted by the houſe of 


© Commons, Iever ſpoke to, or conferred with 

or adviſed any one of the directors of the South- 
< ſea company, to bid a ſhilling more than they 
© had done; and if they did adviſe with any in 
© the adminiſtration about theſe laſt propoſals, it 
© was either at my late Lord Stanbepe's,” or at 
< Mr. Secretary Crapps's ; for they never came to 
my houſe afterwards, till the bill was drawn. 
© And, my Lords, to ſhew you my diſlike of this 
« fatal tranſaction, (ſince all the arguments againſt 


me are drawn from intereſt) I muſt acquaint you, 


s that 
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© that the night before theſe propoſals were offer- 


ed to the houſe of Commons, I was told at my 
« Lord Stanbope's, that ſome of the Soutb-ſea com- 
pany had been there, and that they were reſolv- 
ed to out- bid the Bank at any rate. To this, 
my Lords, I then declared my diſlike, and gave 
* orders that night to ſell out all my South. ſea 


* ſtock, (except 20,000 J.) which was actually done 


the next morning, and which makes fo great a 
figure in Weymondſold's account. Thus, my 
* Lords, if we were to judge from intereſt, I could 
© not be thought partial to the South-ſea company 
* propoſals, when I had fo little ſtock with them, 
© and ſo much in the Bank; and, my Lords, 
* there is nothing more notorious, nor which can 
© be proved by more witneſſes, than that I did 
not go out to the directors that morning, to ad- 


« viſe them to out-bid the Bank, (as Sir Fobn 


Blunt would infinuate, though he has been con- 
* tradicted in it by Mr. Joye and others) but that 


J fat ſtill in my place in the houſe of Commons, 


„till the propoſals were received, expreſſing my 
* diſlike of them to all thoſe about me, and 
© publickly declaring in the houfe, that I 
thought both the corporations had out-bid them- 
© ſelves, 

Thus was this ſcheme accepted, and, as Sir 
Jobn Blunt ſays, become the act of the houſe of 
Commons; and, as it was their act, it was my 
duty, by the nature of my office, to ſee the bill 
© drawn and brought in accordingly. _ 

* My Lords, there was ſomething very extra- 
ordinary in the conſequence of this affair, that 
the more the Soutb- ſea company were to pay to 
© the public, the higher did their ſtock riſe upon 
© it: Whether this proceeded only from the di- 
« ſtemper of the times, that afterwards broke out 
© into ſuch a flame, and which was kindled by 

n 00 A Oc © the 


135 


'PARLIAMENTARY A. 1721. 
* the oppoſition of the Bank, and the value they 
« ſet upon the ſcheme, by bidding ſo high for it; 
or from what other cauſe J cannot tell; but 
from that time it became difficult to govern it; 
© and let thoſe Gentlemen that opened the flood- 
gates, wonder at the deluge that enſued, as much 
* as they pleaſe, it was not in one man's power, 
£ or in the power of the whole adminiſtration, to 
_ © ſtop it, conſidering how the world was borne 
< away by the torreat, and particularly by the mem- 
£ bers of the Houſe of Commons: And I will be 
© bold to ſay, my Lords, and the Gentlemen of 
< the Bank, I believe, will own, that if they had 
< carried the ſcheme upon their laſt propoſals, 
© they could not have executed it with ſucceſs; 
© and I will ſhew your Lordſhips from what they 
c have done ſince, that they would have ated in 
< the fame manner as the South-ſea company hath 
done, and I am ſure with more fatal conſequences 
to the public. 
Thus, my Lords, was this bill paſt, and what- 
© ever conditions, or reſtraints might have been 
put upon the South-ſea company, if the firſt 
_ © propoſals had been accepted, they became now 
impracticable; nor would the Sozh-ſea company 
© ſubmit to be controuled in an undertaking they 
© were to pay ſo dear for. And notwithſtanding 
© it has been ſaid, that the ſcheme could have been 
executed at 150 3 yet Mr. Gibbon has told you, 
£ and ſo will all the other directors, that they 
< would not have undertaken to have given ſo 
much as five millions, if they had been reſtrain- 
ed from ſelling their ſtock higher than at that 
price. And therefore, as there was no power 
* reſerved to the Treaſury to controul the directors 
in the execution of their ſcheme; and as there 
© were ſuch vaſt advantages to accrue from it to 
2 the public, there was nothing remained for the 
0 Treaſury 
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* Treaſury to do, but to give them all the aſſiſtance 


* they could, and particularly, what the law had 

provided for them. 

For this reaſon, my Lords, the Exchequer 
notes were iſſued to them, though at that time 

their ſtock was high, and perhaps they might 


* 

0 

not want them very much, ſince it was eaſy at 
5. that time for them to raiſe what ſum they pleaſed 
0 f : 


* by ſubſcriptions, 

But as they were entitled to thoſe notes, and 
F as they were demanded of the Treaſury according 
to law, the commiſſioners of the Treaſury could 
not be ſo indiſcreet, as to refuſe them, without 
taking upon themſelves the blame of any miſ- 
carriage; and it is very plain, that the wiſeſt of 
© the directors, who ſaw their ſtock carried to that 
monſtrous height, where it never could be ſup- 
ported, were apprehenſive of the conſequences of 
it, and were looking out for every pretence to 
lay the blame upon the adminiſtration. 

But though I was always upon my guard in 
this point, yet I do declare, I never was want- 
ing to ſerve and aſſiſt them to the men of my 
wer. 

And though perhaps, my Ys it was in 
the power of the Treaſury, if they would have 
* taken upon them what did not belong to them, 
© to have run down the ſtock ; yet confidering the 
Parliament was then fitting, the greateſt part 
*/ whereof were deeply engaged in it, it had been 
[4 
c 
6 
- 


wy 


a bold undertaking for the Treaſury to have at- 
tempted to have brought down the ſtock, and 
muſt have drawn upon themſelves the rage of all 
en ſufferers, and ſure deſtruction. 

This unhappy. affair, my Lords, began at a 
time when the paſſion and avaricious deſires of 
mankind were grown up to a madneſs and a di- 
* ſtemper, and one cannot without pity look back 
upon the rage and folly of the year, 
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The unaccountable ſucceſs of this undertaking 

© gave birth to many baſe and ruinous projects; 

6 "0001 it muſt ever be a public reproach, that encou- 

ement was given to thoſe two bubbles that 

© were eſtabliſhed to raiſe a ſupply for the ſupport 

* of the civil liſt ; it is very well known that thoſe 
© two projects did not proceed from me, 

Whatever opinion the world may have of the 
* South-ſea ſcheme, I will preſume to ſay, | theſe 
* two projects were founded in greater iniquity, and 
© contributed more to the public calamity than any 
© thing elſe. 

After this, my Lords, I may venture to fay, the 
© South-ſea ſcheme was become ungovernable; and 
* ſome of the wiſeſt of the directors were ſo ſenſible 
of it, that to do them juſtice, I muſt declare, they 
© came to the Treaſury, and offered to advance the 
money for the civil liſt upon fure and eaſy terms, 
< rather than that ' thoſe bubbles ſhould take 

lace, 

p: But though the Treaſury were provided with 
© ways and means for the ſupply of the civil liſt, 
© without the help of either; yet thoſe projects, and 
others had taken ſuch deep root in the houſe of 
Commons, and elſewhere, as made it impoſſible 
© to oppoſe them; and they had that conſequence 
E 'which the directors of the South-ſea Company 
* foretold, and which every body might foreſee, 
* viz. to increaſe the flame, by kg this unneceſ- 
6 Oy fuel to it. 

And as the South-ſea ſcheme might give birth 
© to the bubbles, fo the bubbles contributed to raiſe 
the South-ſea Company to chat height which 
© brought us into this condition. 

My Lords, I muſt not omit in this place to 
© take notice, that this ſpirit of bubbling had 'pre- 
© yailed fo univerſally, that, to ſhew- you what 
- Fenn have been the caſe if the Bank had — 
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* tained the ſcheme, the very Bank became a bub- 
ble; and this, my Lords, was not by chance or 
« neceſſity, or from any engagement to raiſe mo- 
« ney for the public fervice, but from the ſame 
© ſpirit that actuated Temple Mills, or Garraway's 
« fiſhery. For this purpoſe, my Lords, they en- 
« tertained a ſcheme, in imitation of the South-ſea, 
Jof lending money upon their ſtock, which as it 
* contrributed to raiſe the price of their own ſtock, 
* ſo it furniſhed a ſupply of caſh to the gameſters 
in the Alley, that at once puſhed up the bubbles 
© and the South-/ea to an immoderate height. 
But as this was intended chiefly to advance their 
* own ſtock, let the project come from what hand 
© ſoever, it was founded in the ſame iniquity 
© with any other bubble, and was of ten times 
© more dangerous'conſequence : For as Bank ſtock 
* was raiſed by it from 150 to 245, and as it has 
© fallen from thence to 130, there have been ma- 
ny millions loſt upon it; beſides the fatal con- 
« ſequence it had like to have had upon the pub- 
© lic credit: For, for want of this money, which 
© was locked up in loans upon their own ſtock, 
* and could not readily become at, they were at 
* a loſs when the cruſh happened, and were forced 
* to have recourſe to a ſubſcription, ſupported 
* chiefly by the adventurers of the South-/ea, and 
* to a memorable bargain with the South. ſea Com- 


c 


7. 
And here, my Lords, whilſt I am ſpeaking 


upon this ſubject, give me leave to lament the 


fate of the unhappy proprietors of the redeem- 


© able debts, that were drawn in to ſubſcribe their 


reſpective eſtates, not ſo much from the arts of 
* the South-ſea directors, as from the fatal influence 
* and example of ſome of the chief managers and 


friends of the Bank; who, though they now 


* make the greateſt clamour for juſtice, were — 
þ | | o r 
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firſt that ſubſcribed the redeemables into the Soi 
< ſea Company; and this, my Lords, they did not 
« do by ſurprize or miſtake, but upon great delibe- 
ration; having ſome time before prepared for 
© this ſubſcription, and purchaſed great part of this 
debt at advanced prices for this purpoſe. And 
© there are ſome of theſe Gentlemen, and even 
© fome of my acculers, that purchaſed the redeem- 
„ ables, who thought me extremely ſilly for adyi- 
fing them againft endeavouring to make their for- 
tunes by this project. And it is likewiſe very re- 
* markable, my Lords, that a letter was produced 
© to the Houſe of Commons, under the hands of 
© the chief directors of the Bank, whereby they made 
the moſt early application, and in the moſt hum- 
© ble and abject terms, to their moſt determined 
© enemy, Sir John Blunt, to be admitted to this 
< ſubſcription. It was no wonder then, that the 
© wiſeſt and moſt cautious of their admirers went 
© along with them, and much leſs that the crowd 
© ſhould be led into this fatal error, by their ex- 
< ample. | , | = 

© I do not fay this, my Lords, to lay any blame 
or imputation upon the Bank, but to ſhew your 
Lordſhips, that this grave and cautious body of 
© men were touched with the: infatuation as well as 
© others; and that ſome of their greateſt friends, 
and the loudeſt complainants, were, in ſpite of 
all advice, the greateſt puſhers in this chimerical 
„„ | VE 
I I muſt own, my Lords, I was pretty much 
© ſurprized to ſee this work going on; but as the 
act of Parliament had intirely diveſted the Trea- 
'< fury of all power and controul over the South. ſea 
directors, in reſpect to the redeemable debts, we 
could be only ſpectators of this melancholy ſcene. 
Of this the Company was not ignorant, and 
therefore did not think fit to conſult me, or any 
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of my brethren, about ir, but hurried it on to ex- 
* ecution at once. They knew their power too well, 
© and were too much elated with their proſperity, 
to think of conſulting with the Tregſury upon that 
* occaſion ; and to ſhew your Lordſhips, how vain 
© it had been forthe Treaſury to have interpoſed, and 
* of what little weight the Chancellor of the Ex- 
* chequer was at that time with theſe gentlemen, be- 
© fore the Treaſury was adjourned, I waited upon 
* ſome of the directors at the S9uth-ſea Houſe, to 
* know if they had any commands for the Treaſury 3 ; 
I, indeed, took the liberty to recommend to them, 
in a particular manner, the expediting the dupli- 
« cates of the ſubſcriptions of the redeemable and 


* irredeemable debts, that the proprietors might 


have their ſtock in their own hands as ſoon as poſ. 
* ſible 3 but I found them too buſy in making their 
0 loans, and ſquandering away the company's mo- 
© ney, to mind ſuch trifles; and fo J was diſmiſſed 
by Sir John Blunt, with leave to go into the coun- 
| the Such was the pride of this mighty projector 

© at that time, to whom 10 many have bowed and 
« ſued for favours! 

We have loſt the memory of every thing, if in 
© ſo ſhort a time it can be forgot, how the eyes of 
the world were turned from the Treaſury, and the 
© chief Miniſters of State, to this great oracle, whoſe 
© word (as Sir Theodore Fanſſen ſays) was a law to the 
* company. To him we owe every motion, and 
© every deſperate ſtep that was taken in the execution 
© of this ſcheme ; and therefore I cannot help ſaying, 


that the countenance which has been ſhewn _ 


in another place, is due to a merit, that has not 
, been made known to the public. 
But this glory, my Lords, did not laſt long, od 
1 was ſcarce got down in the country, when 1 
was called back by the cries of thoſe concerned in 
this unhappy company. I found the Lords and 
others in the adminiſtration met, and uſing their 
« endeavours 
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© endeavours to ſuccour and ſupport the ſtock. The 


1a « a 6 


bank by their mediation was called in to the aſ- 


ſiſtance of the South-ſea company, and an agree- 


ment was made between the two companies, to 
which I was rather a witneſs than a party. 

This gave ſome life to their ſtock, and ſtopped 
the mouths of the redeemables, who were grown 
very clamorous. I muſt own the juſt concern 1 
had at that time, and ſhall always retain for this 


great body of the public creditors, and I was 


pleaſed to fee them ſo well ſatisfied with the bar. 
gain the Bank had made for them, and for them- 
ſelves, upon whom they pinned their faith ſo ab- 
ſolutely, And for my part, I (who was not in the 
ſecret) could not but think it a real and ſincere 
bargain, ſince it was made in ſo ſolemn a manner 
between a -committee of both companies, in the 
preſence of many Lords and Gentlemen in the ad- 


miniſtration, confirmed and ratified by the court 


of directors of each company, and at laſt ſignified 
in form to the commiſſioners of the Treaſury, by 
Sir Fobn Cope, one of the directors of the Bank. 

I could not ſuſpect there was any intrigue, or 
deceit in this tranſaction, till I ſaw, from the ex- 
traordinary motions in the Alley, and ſeveral pri- 
vate hints that were given out, what was intended. 
I could not think it poſſible that the gentlemen of 
the Bank, who had ſuch great intereſt in the re- 
deemables themſelves, ſhould drop ſo many thou- 
ſands of the unhappy proprietors, who had de- 


pended ſo intirely upon them, and who would cer- 


tainly have found their way out of this curſed la- 


byrinth, if they had not been lulled aſleep by this 


fallacious agreement. on. „ vi 
As for me, my Lords, I was thoroughly fa- 
tisfied that this agreement of the Bank was a le- 


gal and a firm dann ? And I cannot yet imagine 


with what face of juſtice, or equity, they could 
ever break thro? it, without providing for the _ 
| | *0 
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* of their wards, (if I may uſe that expreſſion) the 
6 proprietors of the redeemable debts, e 
Whilſt that bargain ſubſiſted, and whilſt the 


great frauds and embezzlements of the South. ſea 


Company's money were concealed, at leaſt from 
me; and whilſt loans as yet were not remitted by 
the houſe of Commons, I did not think theſe pro- 
« prietors had ſo ill a bargain, or could be ſo great 
« ſufferers as now I find they are: For this reaſon, 
my Lords, with much reluctance, and after all the 
« delays that could be made, in order to give theſe 
© gentlemen the opportunity to withdraw their ſub- 


« {criptions, if they thought fit, we did ſign the in- 
ſtrument to the Excbeguer, as the law directs, and as 


ve thought ourſel ves bound to do: But there was 
< that caution uſed, that after we had ſent the dupli- 
© cates back to the South. ſea Houſe to be corrected, 
< and in order to give theſe gentlemen time to look 
about them, there was not one perſon that purſued 


the law, or made uſe of the known method of re- 


© voking his powers, given by letters of attorney, 
that was not relieved; and ſo far were the proprie- 


tors indulged by favour of the Treaſury, that every 
_ « perfon who entered his 


proteſt there, had hisclaim 
« ſatisfied by the Soutb-/ea Company, before the du- 


« plicates were allowed, and the inſtrument figned. 
But after all this, my Lords, I muſt declare, that 


as I had no deſign of forming a power upon their 


<-ruin,fo no views, or ſollicitations upon earth, ſhould 
have prevailed with me to conclude them in their 


s properties, if I had thought the Bank would have 
dropt them, and withdrawn them ſelves, or that the 
loans would have been remitted. FT: 

My Lords, I heartityHament the misfortunes of 
© thoſe, who being drawn in by others, had not the 


opportunity, or skill, to relieve themſelves ; but 
for thoſe, my Lords, that were learned in the law, 


Sor at the head of the law, and who by their ex- 
© ample,and perhaps authority, drew others into this 


, misfortune, | 


. 
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* misfortune,-I am not concerned if they are puniſh- 
ed for their folly, in purchafing theſe debts, in 
order to ſubſcribe them in with a view to their own 
exorbitant profit; and no man can pity them that 
© crowded in with ſo much precipitation, and who, 
after ſo much time for recollection, had not law 
4 © Pug, in ſo known a caſe, to find their way out 

ain, 

_ do not intend, my Lords, by what I have 
© ſaid, to lay any imputation upon the Bank of Eng- 
8 land; for, as in all great bodies, there are few that 
e are let into the ſecret, I ſuppoſe it might ſo hap- 

© pen here; but if what I have heard ſince be true, 
and what they ſay has been publicly avowed; that 
this bargain was never intended to be kept; then, 
1 ſay, it was not only a uſeful ſecret to thoſe that 
< were in it, but the moſt ee men of the 
< whole year. 

But whoever have contributed to the misfortunes 
of the redeemable creditors, ſure I am, their de- 
< {truction cannot juſtly be imputed to me; ſince [ 
© have only, as one of the commiſſioners of the 
< Treaſury, complied with the law, where 1 heartily 

< with they may find what relief is due to them. 

_ © If I may be allowed, my Lords, to take notice 
© of another body of unhappy ſufferers in this com- 
© mon calamity, I believe I ſhall eaſily gain credit, 

if I aſſure your Lordſhips, that I have nothing to 
< anſwer for, with reſpect to the money-ſubſcribers, 
© Theres not one man in the kingdom that can lay 
© his misfortues, on that account, at my door.” No- 
« body can fay, that I adviſed, or encouraged him 
in thoſe adventures; there are letters to be pro- 
duced, that would make my enemies aſnamed, even 
« ſome of the ſecret Committee themſelves, of their 
humble ſollicitations for thoſe favours. 


As to the proprietors of the old ſtock, they have 
© no reaſon to complain of me; I have not robbed 


them by * for myſelf, or any of my pare 
an 
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band as all the witneſſes chat have been examined, 


have intirely acquitted me, of adviſing, or being 


« privy to any of theſe loans, ſo I challenge all the 


* world to prove that I ever recommended any one 
© man to the company, to partake of them. And 
if T had thoſe avaricious views that are ſuggeſted, 
© | muſt have miſtaken my way very much, and 
© have been little in the ſecret, not to have ſecured a 
F g00d ſhare of the public ſpoils out of theſe un- 
* warrantable loans. pie N 
But as theſe loans, and the directors buying their 
© own private ſtock for the company, with the com- 
* pany's money, were the chief, if not the only 
* cauſes, of our misfortunes, and the ruin of the pub- 
lic credit; ſo my Lords, the directors, I mean 
* thoſe that were in the ſecret, were ſo far from con- 
* ſulting me, or any of the commiſſioners of the 
* treaſury, upon either of theſe occaſions, that not- 
© withſtanding my endeavours to know the ſtate of 
© their caſh and credit, they kept it as the greateſt 
* ſecret from me, and guarded more againſt me, 


* than againſt any other man living. Nor could 1 
| * ever learn from Mr. Knight, what thoſe loans a- 


mounted to, or upon what ſecurity they were lent, 
* notwithſtanding others were let into that ſecret, 
© *cill the accounts thereof were laid upon the table 
of the Houſe of Commons. Thus, my Lords, I 
* conceive I have given you full ſatisfaction as to 
every thing that hath been laid to my charge, or 
that I can even ſuggeſt againſt myſelf, without the 
* help of my proſecutors; but if any doubt remain 
* with: your L 

* or-it there be the leaſt circumſtance that 1s not clear- 
* ed up, I beſeech your Lordſhips that I may know 
* it, before I withdraw. | 


My Lords, I now perceive you Lordſhips do 
* not think it neceſſary that I ſhould take up any 
more of your time; and therefore ſince I have 
gone thro my whole charge and your Lordſhips are 
Vor. VIII. L ä 


ordſhips, in relation to my defence; 
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© pleaſed to require no farther ſatisfaction, give me 
leave to ſay, before I conclude, that notwithſtand- 
< ing the weight of publick clamour, and the ſtricteſt 
and moſt torturing inquiry that any one man has 
ever undergone, it is an unſpeakable happineſs that 
< I have ſet my innocence in ſo clear a light; and it 
is ſurprizing, beyond any thing that ever happen- 
ed, that among ſo many unfortunate men, to 
* whoſe fate I am tacked by this bill, and who 
have been examined particularly againſt me, un- 
der all the terrors of death and confiſcation, and 
© under all the temptations that could be thrown in 
< their way, there is not one of them that has accuſed 
© me, but, on the contrary, they all have intirely 
© acquitted me. +1] 
This, my Lords, I muſt call a deliverance 
© this will make me bear the worſt of puniſhments 
without ſhame. This is ſuch a trial that no one e- 
< yer | paſt thro? before, and I heartily wiſh, that the 
* worſt of my enemies may, in their day of trial, at- 
< ter ſuch a proſecution, and ſuch an inquiry, be 
© able to make their innocence abide the teſt as well 
as mine has done. I have made no baſe ſubmiſ- 
< fion, no unworthy applications to any man, not- 
* withſtanding the vanity of one of the ſecret com- 


 * mittee. My innocence has been my only ſereen, 


and your Lordſhips juſtice is my refuge.“ 
Having thus ſpoken, he withdrew, and the. que- 
ſtion being put, that there was ſufficient ground to 


have his name continued in the directors bill, it 


was carried in the affirmative, after a debate, in 
which ſeveral Lords ſpoke in behalf of Mr. Aiſla- 
lie, and ſo he was remanded to the Tower. 

The next day the Lords heard Sir Conſtantine 
Phipps, and Mr. Williams, counſel upon the peti- 


tion of the executors of the late Mr. Craggs Se- 


nior, and then called in, and examined ſeverally, 

Sir George Caſwell, Mr. Satubridge, Mr. Surman, 

Mr. Horn, and Mr. | Huggins. It was _ 

42M So an 
8 
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and endeavoured to be proved, in favour of the peti- 


tioners, that Mr. Craggs had paid for his ſtock by 
a note of 37,0007, from the Sword-blade company, 
payable to Mr. Robert Knight, treaſurer of the South- 
ſea company: And Sir George Caſwell, and Mr. 


 Sawbridge, ſwore that they had given ſuch a note. 


But when the queſtion was put to Mr. Sawbridge, 
whether the note was paid, he firſt anſwered eva- 
ſively, which put the houſe into ſome heat, and the 
Lord Trevor ſtood up, and faid, He wondered 
that auguſt aſſembly would ſuffer themſelves to be 
« trifled with at that rate.” Hereupon Mr.Sawbridge 
being ordered to anſwer directly upon his oath, Whe- 
ther the money mentioned in the note, was paid or 
not? he then owned it was not; nor ever intended 
to be paid, when it was given : Upon which, the 


houſe where ſo thoroughly convinced of the frau- 


dulent colluſion, that they would hear no more wit- 
neſſes, and ſo paſſed the clauſe relating to the late 
Mr. James Craggs, Senior, without one negative. 

The next day the Lords went through moſt part 
of the directors bill, and put off to Monday the 
24th. It was generally reported, and believed, that 
this was done with a deſign to give the courtiers time 
to feel the pulſe of ſeveral perſons, as to an intended 
clauſe for mulcting the late directors; but being told 
by the leading men in the houſe of Commons, That 
if any alteration was made in the bill, they would 


never paſs it; when that day came, the Lords, in a 


grand Committee, went through the bill, and made 


only ſome ſmall amendments, as to the time given to 
the forfeiting perſons to diſcover their eſtates. On 
Tueſday the 25th of July, their Lordſhips read the 
ſaid bill the third time, paſſed it, and ſent it down to 
the Commons, who readily agreed to their Lordſhips 
amendments. F | 


The ſame day in the morning, the Com- 


The Lords 
paſs the bill 


againſt the 


dizeors, 
Ce. 


mittee of the houſe of Commons, to whom it 
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was referred to draw up an addreſs to his Majeſty, 

repreſenting the ſtate of the public credit, and the 

reſolutions of the Houſe relating thereto, drew up 

the ſaid addreſs, which, in the afternoon, Mr, 

Chancellor of the Exchequer reported to the Houſe, 
and the ſame was agreed to, as follows: 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


1 E Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
addreſs to ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain 


oe fre * in Parliament aſſembled, being ſenſibly affected 


. of « with the miſery and calamities that have befallen 
it, great numbers of your Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, 
< occaſioned by the heavy loſſes they have ſuſtained 

from the fatal execution of the Sou. ſea ſcheme, 

< and taking into our ſerious conſideration the low 

< ſtate of public and private credit, which it ſeems 

< impoſlible to us ſhould ever revive under the pre- 

© ſentuncertain and unſettled poſture of affairs, have 

come to ſeveral reſolutions, which we humbly beg 
leave to lay before your . Majeſty, and are as fol- 

© low, Sc. | 72 . 


Here were recited the reſolutions about public cre- 
dit of May 3d, Fune th, Zune 12th, and July th. 


| When we firſt entered upon the conſideration of 
this extenſive and perplexed affair, we thought it 
< moſt adviſable to leave every man's property to be 


determined by due courſe of law; and were of opi- 
Rd nion, that no relief or abatement could properly be 


preſcribed or given, but from the South. ſaa Com- 
pany: But the diſcontents of the people daily in- 
creaſing, and the uncertain and doubtful events, that 
threatened very great and valuable properties, creat- 
ing ſuch infinite anxieties and diſſatisfaction, as had 
a moſt fatal and general influence upon all public 
and private credit, the interpoſition of Parliament 
became unavoidable, and we found ourſelves under- 
1 | & 6 a ne- 
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© a neceſſity of reſuming the conſideration of this 
© nice and intricate matter, and to endeavour to re- 


move, as far as poſſible, the chief and greateſt in- 
© CONVENIENCES, 


The great difficulty in remedying theſe miſchiefs _ 
ſeemed to ariſe from the ſeveral contending intereſts 


engaged in the South-ſea Company, which made it 
impoſſible to give relief to ſome, but at the ex- 
pence of others ; and as all the new proprietors, as 
well thoſe concerned in the public funds as tlie o- 
ther adventurers, were equally impoſed upon by the 
artifices of the late directors, and equally drawn in 
by their own too great credulity, and deſire of 
gain; to have diſcharged any particular ſet, had 
been not only an injuſtice to the reſt, but by diſ- 


ſolving the whole ſyſtem, had involved them in ut- 


* 

5 

6 

„ 

o 

” 

o 

5 

£ 

* ter ruin, which made a diſtribution of loſſes, and 
© ſome abatement to all, abſolutely neceſſary. It 
vas, indeed, very much to be wiſhed, that ſuch 
© eaſe could have been given to the proprietors of the 
© public debts, as would have made their property as 
valuable to them as they had injoyed it for many 
* years; but as they had voluntarily conſented to 
© take ſtock at ſome rate or other, even at the time 
0 
4 
c 
o 


« when they ſaw the ſtock raiſed to the higheſt pitch, 


the giving ſtock at one and the ſame price to them, 
and all others, that were moſt immediately con- 
cerned, makes the proviſion as juſt and equitable 
as the nature of the thing will admit; it being im- 


, + practicable ſo far to reconcile the different intereſts 


ein this general concern, as to make the conditions 
© of thoſe equal, that had engaged themſelves at dif- 
6 ferent rates, and upon unequal terms. | 

The great and principal miſchiefs aroſe from ſe- 
ral concurring. circumſtances : From the hard 
terms of moſt of the proprietors, occafioned by the 
© high prices at which they had purchaſed ſtock, or 
© the exceſſive rates at which, as well the proprietors 
© of publick debts, as the money ſubſcribers, had o- 
Mn, L 3 bbliged 
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bliged themſelves to take ſtock; from the demand 


of above ſeven millions payable to the public, 


which could only be raiſed out of the properties of 
thoſe that were already too great ſufferers, and 
which rendered the Company incapable of giving 
them any farther eaſe or relief; from the diſputes 
and conteſt at law, which were preparing to be 
carried on, not only between the Company and the 
ſubſcribers of the redeemable funds, but between 
infinite numbers of private perſons, engaged in con- 
tracts for the ſale and purchaſe of ſtock and ſub- 
ſcriptions ; from the impoſſibility of the money ſub- 
ſcribers making any farther payments ; from the 
* loſs the Company had ſuſtained, by the late 

irectors having lent out above eleven millions of 
the Company's money without any, or without 
ſufficient ſecurity; and from the very little proſpect 
of recovering any conſiderable part thereof; with- 
out which it was impoſſible for the Company to 


comply with the demand of the public, but at the 


infinite expence and inſupportable loſs of all their 
adventurers, which muſt have proved deſtructive 
to the trade and credit of the Kingdom. 

© Theſe conſiderations induced us to come to the 
foregoing reſolutions ; being, as we conceive, the 
molt proper means to enable the Company to give 
relief to ſuch of their proprietors as moſt wanted 
and deſerved it; to put an end to all diſputes at 
law; and to fix, ſettle, and aſcertain the ſeveral pro- 
perties and intereſts of all perſons concerned with 
the South-ſea Company; to deliver infinite numbers 


of your Majeſty*s good ſubjects from the apprehen- 
© ſton of vexatious law-ſuits and proſecutions, and 
© from the farther demand of ſuch exceſſive ſums of | 
© money, as muſt ſink and depreſs all public and pri- 
vate credit, 


And as the greateſt miſchiefs, which we now ſo 


5 juſtly complain of, have ariſen from thewiiwarran- 
table methods uſed by the late directors of theSouts- 
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* ſea company, in ſelling and diſpoſing of ſuch part 
of their increaſed capital ſtock as belonged to the 
company; to remove ſuch a foundation of ſtock - 
jjobbing, and to prevent the like fatal conſequences 
for the future, we thought it neceſſary to take care 
that all the increaſed capital ſtock belonging to the 


Company, which, after the propoſed diſtribution 


is made, ſhall remain undiſpoſed of, be divided a- 
< mong all the proprietors of the ſaid company, in 
proportion to their ſeveral and reſpective intereſts. 

* Theſe reſolutions, if paſſed into a law, and duly 


put in execution, we humbly hope will tend very 


much to the re-eſtabliſhing of public credit, to the 
« quieting of the minds of your Majeſty's ſubjects, 
and contribute to the eaſe and relief of great num- 
bers, tho? not ſufficient to give ſatisfaction to, or 
repair the loſſes of, that are unhappily involved 
in the preſent calamity. N 

« But as the antient uſage, and eſtabliſhed rules of 


Parliament, make it impracticable for us to pre- 


„ pare bills for the royal aſſent, during the preſent 


+ ſeſionof Parliament, for ſome of the purpoſes con- 


© tained in our reſolutions, we have humbly pre- 
< ſumed to lay the fame before your Majeſty for your 
royal conſideration ; not doubting but that your 


+ Majeſty will, out of your great wiſdom, and ac- 
< cuſtomed grace and goodneſs to your people, as 


« ſoon as the public and private bills, now depend- 
ing in Parliament, ſhall be diſpatched, give us an 
early opportunity of perfecting this great and ne- 


-< ceſſary Work. 


6 This addreſs beiog the next day preſented to the 
King by the whole houſe, his Majefty returned the 


following anſwer. 


Have fuch an intire confidence in the Parliament"s 
ty and affection to me, and their zeal for the pub- 
SR L 4 
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lic ſervice, that I ſhall very readily comply with what 
you deſire, and will ſoon give you an opportunity of do- 
ing what you propoſe, for ſettling and eſtabliſhing the 
credit of the kingdom. + nd 


On the 28th of Fuly the Lords ſent a meſſage to 
the Commons, to acquaint them that his Majeſty 


had been pleaſed to ſend a bill, intitled, An AF for 


tbe King's moſt gracious, general, and free pardon, 
which the Lords had humbly accepted, and paſſed, 
and now ſent it down to the Commons; whereup- 
on the ſaid bill was once read, paſſed, and ſent back 
to the Lords. 


The next day the King came to the houſe of Peers 
with the uſual ſtate and ſolemnity, and the Commons 
being ſent for up, and attending, their Speaker, up- 
on preſenting the civil liſt bill to his Majeſty, made 
the following ſpeech. | 


Moſt gracwus Sovereign, OE mY 

< X7 OUR Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub- 
J jects, the Commons of Great Britain in Par- 
© liament aſſembled, being ſenſible of the great debt 
c upon the civil liſt, occaſioned by the calamity of 
the times, which has diſabled the two Companies of 
© Aſſurance to make good the money which they had 
+ ſtipulated to pay the Crown, which, if it had been 
© inſiſted on, would have occaſioned the ruin of ma- 
ny families, and would conſequently have been a 


great obſtruction to trade: And your Majeſty ha- 


ving always had ſo much goodneſs, as rather to 
wave your own right, than to exact it, to the pre- 
judice of your faithful ſubjects: We have therefore, 
to make good that loſs, given your Majeſty, and 
do humbly pray, that your Majeſty will be graciouſ- 
£ ly pleaſed to accept of ſix pence in the pound, to be 
© paid out of the civil liſt; from your faithful Com- 
. | o > 7; mons, 
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N * mons, who will be always ready to ſupport your 
« Majeſty and Government, £9 


After this, his Majeſty gave the royal aſſent to the 
two following, and ſeveral other public bills, vi. 


I. An Act for raiſing a ſum not exceeding five hun- 
dred thouſand pounds, by charging annuities at the rate 
of five pounds per cent, per Annum pon the civil 
lift revenues, till redeemed by the crown ;, and for ena- 
bling his Majeſty, his heirs, or ſucceſſors, (by cauſing 
fuch a dedudtion to be made as therein is mentioned) to 
make good to the civil liſt, the payments which ſhall have 
been made upon the ſaid annuities , and for borrowing 
'S money upon certain lottery tickets; and for diſcharging 
Is the corporations of aſſurances of part of the money which 
- they were obliged to pay to his Majeſty, and for ma- 
kc ting good a defrciency tothe Eaſt-India Company. 
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2. An Af for raiſing money upon the eſtates of the 
late ſub-governor, deputy-governor, directors, caſhier, — 
J- deputy-caſhier, and accountant of the South-ſea Compa- 
r- ny, and of John Aiſlabie, Eq; and likewiſe of James 
Craggs, Senior, Eſq; deceaſed, towards making good jt 
of i 2he great loſs and damage ſuſtained by the ſaid Compa- | 
of y; and for diſabling ſuch of the ſaid perſons as are 
1d living, to hold any office or place of truſt under the crown, 


en or to fit or vote in Parliament for the future; and for | 

a- other purpoſes in the ſaid aft expreſſed. ö 
4 E131 . | ; : 
a- And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's 

to command, prorogued the Parliament to the 31ſt of 

e- July, on which day the King came to the houſe of 

e, Peers, with the uſual ſtate and ſolemnity, and the 


nd Commons being ſent for up, and attending, his Ma- 
1. jeſty, by the mouth of the Lord High Chancellor, 
be made the following ſpeech to both Houſes. 


u, de e 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, Uu eee 
H E occaſion of my calling you together again ſo 
ſuddenly, is to give you an opportunity of reſum- 

ing the conſideration of the ſtate of public credit. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons. 
De progreſs that you made in this affair during the 
laſt ſeſſion, laid ſuch a foundation of this neceſſary work, 
that the world is fully appriſed of what is reaſonably to 
be boped for at this preſent Conjuncture. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I muſt recommend to you all poſſible diſpatch, and am 
perſuaded that at this ſeaſon of the year, your delibera- 
tion will be confined to what is abſolutely neceſſary upon 
this extraordinary occaſion. | 


The Commons being returned to their houſe, im- 
mediately reſolved themſelves into a grand commit- 
tee, to take his Majeſty's ſpeech into conſideration, 
and came to ſeveral reſolutions, which were report- 
ed the next day, and agreed to by the houſe, as fol- 

lows, wiz. | | Wap 29 7; 

The Com- I. That, for the re-eſtabliſhing of public credit, re- 
menen: cb. lief be given to the South: ſea company with regard 
2e-eftablith- to the payment of the four millions one hundred and 
meh. fifty fix thouſand three hundred and fix pounds four 


years purchaſe, and one year's purchaſe, upon ſeve- 
ral annuities, and other national debts, the ſaid Com- 
pany giving ſuch conſideration to the public, and 
ſuch farther relief to the ſeveral proprietors, and per- 
fons concerned in intereſt with the ſaid Company, as 
this Houſe ſhall think proper. | 


2. That for the re-eſtabliſhing of public credit, 
and quieting the minds of his Majeſty's ſubjects, the 
leveral properties and intereſts now depending, and 

| con- 


ſhillings and eleven pence, and the four and a half 


te 
O 
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concerned with the South-ſee company, be alcertatned 
and ſettled. 


2: That in order to put an end to all diſputes be- 
tween the South-ſea company, and the proprietors of 
the redeemable funds ſubſcribed into the ſaid compa- 
ny, and for the farther relief of the ſaid proprietors, 
and the proprietors of the ſecond, third, and fourth 
money- ſubſcriptions, who have now ſtock allowed 
them, at the rate of four hundred per Cent. with the 


laſt Midſummer dividend of ten per Cent. in ſtock, 


an addition after the rate of thirty three pound fix 
ſhillings and eight pence ſtock, upon every hundred 
pounds ſtock, already allowed, be given by the South- 
fea company to the proprietors of the ſaid redeemable 
funds, and to the proprietors of the ſecond, third, and 
fourth money-ſubſcriptions. 


4. That the ſum of four millions one hundred fif- 
ty ſix thouſand three hundred forty one pounds, with 
the four years and a half, and one year's purchaſe, 
payable to the public by the South ea company, be 
remitted, fo as from the 24th of June, 1722. two 
millions of the capital ſtock of the ſaid company be 


155 


reduced and annihilated, and a porport ionable part 


of their annuity, or yeariy fund, in reſpect t to the ſaid 
two millions, from that time ceaſe. | 


5. That the ſecond ſubſcription of the irredeema- 
| bles, as well the long annuities, as the annuities of 
nine per Cent. prize lottery tickets, and blank lotte- 


ry tickets, be made equal to the firſt ſubſcription of 
the like annuities and tickets, by an addition of ſtock 
at one hundred and fifty per Cent. 


6. That all the capital South ſea ſtock ha 


to the company in their own right, which, after the 
propofed diſtribution made, ſhall remain undiſpoſed 
1 ve; aud among all the proprietors of the ſaid 

companys 
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company, in proportion to their ſeveral: and re- 
ſpective intereſts therein; and that credit be given 


them for the ſame in the books of the ſaid 
company. | 


7. That ſuch perſons as have borrowed money 
from the Soz7h-/ea company upon South-ſea ſtock, 
actually transferrred and pledged at the time of 
borrowing to, or for the uſe of the ſaid company, 
ſhall, upon payment of ten per cent. upon the re- 
ſpective ſums ſo borrowed, at a time or times to 
be limited, and not otherwiſe, be diſcharged from 
all farther demands of the ſaid company, in re- 
ſpect of the monies ſo borrowed; and that all 
the ſtock ſo transferred and pledged, together 


With all dividends and profits thereto belonging 


reſpectively, be abſolutely veſted in the faid 
company. 


8. That ſuch perſons as have borrowed money 
from the Soutb. ſca company, upon ſubſcription 
receipts actually pledged to the ſaid. company at 
the time of borrowing 3 ſhall upon payment of 
ten per cent. upon the reſpective ſums ſo borrow- 
ed, at a time, or times to be limited, and not 
otherwiſe, be diſcharged from all farther demands 
in reſpe& of the money ſo borrowed ; and that all 
the ſubſcription-receipts ſo pledged, together with 
all dividends and profits thereunto belonging, be 
"abſolutely veſted in the ſaid company. © + 


9. That all contracts for the ſale or purchaſe 
of ſubſcriptions, or ſtock of the Souzh-/ea' com- 
pany, or any other company, or corporation, or 
e company, or corporation, which ſhall 

: unperformed, or not compounded, on or be- 
fore the twenty ninth: day of September next, be 
entred in books. to. be kept for that purpoſe, by 
the reſpective companies, or „ 
. N the 
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the firſt day of November next, or elſe to be void; 


and that ſuch entries ſhall expreſs for whoſe uſe 
and benefit ſuch contracts were made. 


10. That no ſpecial bail be required in any ac- 
tion brought or to be brought, upon any con- 
tract made ſince the firſt day of December I719, 
and before the firſt day of December, 1720, 25 
the ſale, or purchaſe of any ſubſcription, or ſtock 
of the Southeſea company, or any other company, 
or corporation, or pretended company, or cor- 
poration. on 2+ 


11. That no execution be awarded upon any 
judgment obtained, or to be obtained, in any ac- 
tion brought, or to be brought upon any con- 
tract, for the ſale or purchaſe of any ſubſcription, 
or ſtock of the South-/ea company, or any other 
company, or corporation, or pretended company, 
or corporation, until the end of the ſeſſion of Par- 


liament, which ſhall be next after the twenty ninth 


day of September next. 


12. That all the contracts for the ſale, or purchaſe 
of any ſubſcription, or ſtock of the South-/ea com- 
pany, or any other company, or corporation, 
which ſhall be unperformed, or not compounded, 
on, or before the 29th day of September next, 
where the ſeller, or the perſon on whoſe behalf ſuch 


contract was made, was not at the time of ſuch con- 


tract, or within a time to be limited, actually poſſeſſed 
of, or intitled to ſuch ſubſcription, or ſtock, ſhall be de- 
clared null and void. | Orr ge 


A A bill being ordered to be brought in upon 
the ſaid reſolutions, the ſame was preſented accor- 
dingly, the next day, by Mr, Lowndes, with the 
title of, A bill for making ſeveral proviſions to re- 


ſtore the public credit, which fuffers by the f "—_ 
fo an 
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and miſmanagements of the late South- ſea director: 
and others. This bill was read the firſt time, 
and ordered to be read a ſecond time the next 
morning. 

In the mean time, there appeared in the lobby 
of the houſe of Commons, and in the places adja- 
cent, ſeveral hundreds of the proprietors of the 
ſhort annuities, and other redeemable public debts, 
of both ſexes, who, in a rude and inſolent man- 
ner, demanded juſtice of the members as they went 
into the houſe, and put into their hands either a 
paper with theſe written words, Pray do juſtice to 
the annuitants who lent their money on parliamen- 
tary ſecurity, or a printed letter too long to be 
inſerted. L | 

The noiſy multitude were particularly rude to 
Mr. Comptroller, tearing part of his coat as he paſ- 


ſed by; upon which the houſe being informed, 


that a crowd of people were got together in a tu- 
multuous and riotous ' manner, in the lobby and 
ages to this houſe, it was ordered, that the 
Joſtiees of peace for the city of Weſtminſter, do im- 
mediately attend this houſe, and bring the con- 
ſtables with them. 7 | 0 
In the mean time, Sir Fob» Ward preſented to 
the houſe a petition and repreſentation of the pro- 
prietors of the redeemable funds, on behalf of 
themſelves, and all others, pretended to be taken 


into the South-ſea company, ſetting forth, that 


they had lent their money upon parliamentary ſe- 
curity; that having been unwarily drawn in to 
ſubſcribe their effects into the South. ſca company, 
by the artifices of the late directors, the honour- 
able houſe of Commons, in February, had thought 
fit to leave the validity, or invalidity of their ſub- 
ſcriptions, to be determined by the common law: 
But being informed, that by the bill now depend- 
ing, they were tied down to take South. ſea ſtock 


at 300 l. they therefore prayed that they might be 


heard 
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heard by themſelves, or their counſel, againſt the 
faid bill. After the reading of this petition, the 
ſame was ordered to lie on the table, and then the 
bill to reſtore the publick credit, &c. was read the 
ſecond time, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole houſe. This done, Sir Joby Ward 
ſtood up, and ſpoke in favour of the petitioners, 
urging the juſtice of hearing them, either by them- 
ſelves, or their counſel, in order to their being 
relieved, and he was ſeconded by Sir Gilbert 
Heathcoje, Hereupon Mr. Walpole ſaid, He did 
not ſee how the petitioners could be relieved 3 
that the reſolutions, — to which this bill 

been laid before, and ap- 
proved by the King and Council, and had alſo 
been agreed to by a great majority of the houſe 
before the laſt ſhort prorogation; and that 
* they had given their word of honour to the 
members that were gone into the country, that 
© they would not alter a tittle in them; and as 
he could not ſee any thing that could be done 
for the petitioners, he therefore moved for ad- 
* journing the debate, and deſired that that que- 
© ftion might be put as a previous one.“ This 
was oppoſed by Mr. Broderick, who faid, He 
« wondered what that Gentleman meant by deſir- 
© ing to have ſuch a queſtion put, before the que- 
« ſtion for taking the petition into conſideration z 
< which, he thought, would look as if they could 


not anſwer the allegations contained in the ſaid 


petition; and therefore he moved that they 
© might go upon the debate of it.“ He was ſe- 
conded by Samuel Sandys, Eſq; who ſpoke ſtre- 
nuouſly in favour of the petitioners 3 but the court 
party inſiſting upon Mr. Falpoles motion, the 
queſtion for adjourning was put, and carried by a 
majority of 78 voices againſt 29. By this time 
four of the Juſtices: of the peace for the city of 
Weſtminſter attending, according to order, they 

BOT! | were 
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were called in, and being at the bar, Mr. Speaker 
acquainted them, that the Houſe was informed 


that there was a great crowd of riotous people in the 


lobby and paſlages leading to this Houſe, and that 
he was commanded by the Houſe to dire& them, 
the ſaid Juſtices, to go and diſperſe the ſaid riotous 
crowd, and to take care to prevent the like riots 
for the future, Hereupon the four Juſtices, at- 
tended by five or ſix conſtables, deſired the peti- 
tioners to clear the lobby and paſſages ; and upon 
their refuſal, cauſed the proclamation againſt rioters 


to be twice read, declaring to them, that if they con- 


tinued there till the third reading, they ſhould incur 
the penalties of the act. Hereupon they thought fit 
to diſperſe ; but as they went away, could not for- 
bear venting their reſentments, ſome faying, That 
they came as peaceable ſubjefts and citizens, to repre- 
ſent their grievances, and did not expect to be uſed like 
4 mob, and ſcoundrels; and the rudeſt telling the 
members, Jou firſt pick our pockets, and then ſend 
xs to goal for complaining. ; 
The next day the Commons, in a Committee 
of the whole Houſe, conſidered of the bill to re- 
Pore public credit; and the firſt queſtion that occa- 


ſioned any debate was, at what price the ſubſcribers 


upon the ſecond ſubſcription ſhould be obliged to 
take South-ſea ſtock ? Some were for '263 J. and 
others for 203 J. and after ſeveral ſpeeches (by Mr. 
Horatio Walpole, Mr. Yonge, Mr. Robert Walpole, 
Mr. Sloper, Mr. Broderick, Mr. Lowndes, Mr. Low- 
ther, Mr. Harſley, Mr. Milner, and Sir Jobn Eyles) 
it was agreed without dividing, that the ſaid ſub- 
ſcribers ſhould take ſtock at 2653 7. 
The next queſtion was, whether brokers, or 
ſuch as had acted as brokers for brokeridge, who 
had borrowed money of the South Company 


upon ſtock, or ſubſcription receipts, ſhould, like 
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the other borrowers, be diſcharged from all far- 
ther demands, by paying to the caſhierof the ſaid 
Company ten per cent. of the money borrowed ? But 
after ſome debate, it was carried by 62 votes againſt 
42, that the ſaid brokers ſhould be excepted, and a 
clauſe was added to the bill, to oblige them to pay 
the whole money borrowed. 

After this Sir Thomas Croſſe declared, that up- 
on looking over the South-j22 books, he found that 
many of the borrowers had not given any ſecurity 
for the money borrowed, for three months, or there- 
abouts, after the money lent: Upon which the 
queſtion was put, and carried without a diviſion, that 
all thoſe who had borrowed money of the Company, 
and had not given ſecurity, by transferring ſtock, 
or ſubſcription receipts, fourteen days after the mo- 
ney lent, ſhould be obliged to pay the whole mo- 
ney. Several other amendments were made to the 
bill, which being reported the next day to the Houſe 
by Mr. Farrer, ſome of them were agreed to; but 
when they came to that relating to the brokers, the 
ſame occaſioned a conſiderable debate. Mr. Ro- 
bert Walpole among the reſt expreſſed his apprehen- 
ſions, © that obliging the brokers to repay the 
* whole money they had borrowed, might rather be 
« detrimental, than advantageous to public credit, 
and occaſion the fall of the Soutb- ſea ſtock, which 
* was now upon the riſe; and that the brokers, to 
© excuſe themſelves, might probably accuſe others, 


_ © which would afford freſh matter of complaint and 


* diſpute, therefore he moved that the {aid clauſe be 
left out of the bill.“ He was anſwered by Ge- 
neral Roſe and Mr, Sloper; but upon the que- 
lion being put, it was carried by a great majority, 
that the 5% ſhould only be excepted from 


the cauſe relating to the borrowers; that is to 
ſay, that they ſhould not be obliged to repay the 
whole money by them borrrowed; nor yet be diſ- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A4. 1721. 
charged from farther demands, by paying ten per 
cent. of the money borrowed ; but be left either to 
compound with the South ſea Company, or to be 
ſued at common law. The other amendment, re- 
lating to the borrowers, who had not transferred 
their ſtock, or ſubſcription-receipts in due time, 
was alſo left out of the bill; and ſome other a- 
mendments being made by the Houſe, the ſaid bill 
was ordered to be ingroſſed. 


On Monday the 7th of Auguſt, the aid bill was | 


read the third time, paſſed, and ſent up to the 
Lords ; after which, the Commons adjourned to 
Thurſday the roth, when the Lords ſignified to 
them by a meſſage, that they had agreed to the 
fame without amendment. The ſame day the 
King came to the houſe of Peers, with the uſual 
. Nate and ſolemnities, and the Commons being 
ſent for up, and attending, his Majeſty gave the 
royal aſſent to the ſaid bill, and to a private act 
and then his Majeſty, by the mouth of the Lord 
High Chancellor made. the following ſpeech to 
both houſes, | 


u Lords and Gentlemen, 
Am glad that the buſineſs of this, and the for- 
mer ſeſſion, is at length brought to ſuch a pe- 
© riod, that I have now an opportunity of giving 


« you ſome receſs, after the great pains you have 


«© taken in the ſervice of the public. 
* The common calamity, occaſioned by the 
* wicked execution of the South-ſea ſcheme, was 
become ſo very great before your meeting, that 
the providing proper remedies for it was very 
„difficult: But it is a great comfort to me, to ob- 
* ſerve, that public credit now begins to recover; 
© which gives me the greateſt hopes. that it will 
© be intirely reſtored, when all the proviſions, you 
© have made for that end, ſhall be duly put in ex- 
© Ecutign, | = 
| « I have 
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I have great compaſſion for the ſufferings of 
the innocent, and a juſt indignation againſt the 
guilty; and have readily given my aſſent to ſuch 
bills as you have preſented to me, for puniſhing 
the authors of our late misfortunes, and for ob- 
taining the reſtitution and ſatisfaction due to 
thoſe who have been injured by them, in ſuch 
manner as you judged proper. I was at the ſame 
time, willing and defirous, by my free and ge- 
neral pardon, to give eaſe and quiet to the reſt 


of my ſubjects, many of who may, in ſuch a 
general infatuation, have been unwarily drawn in 


to tranſgreſs the laws. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 

I return you my hearty thanks for the ſup- 
plies you have granted for the current ſervice of 
this year; and particularly for your enabling me 
to diſcharge the debts and arrears on the civil liſt, 
and to make good the engagements I was under 
for procuring peace in the Noribh, which, in all 
probability, will now very ſoon be concluded. 
Theſe inſtances of your faithful endeavours to ſup- 
port the honour and dignity of the Crown,at home 
and abroad, are freſh marks of your zeal and affect- 
ion to my perſon and government. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
I take this opportunity of acquainting you, 


that we have renewed all our treaties of commerce 


with Spain, upon the ſame foot as they were ſet- 
tled before the late war ; which muſt neceſſarily 
provean immediate and valuable advantage to the 
trade and manufactures of this We 

I earneſtly recommend to you all, in your ſe- 
veral ſtations, to ſuppreſs profaneneſs and immora- 


lity, and to preſerve the peace and quiet of the 
kingdom, | | 
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© You all are ſenſible, that the diſcontents occa- 
© caſjoned by the great loſſes that many of my ſub- 
< jets have ſuſtained, have been induſtriouſly raiſed 
and inflamed by malicious and ſeditious libels ; but 


© make no doubt, but that, by your prudent con- 


duct in your ſeveral counties, all the enemies of 
my Government, who flatter'd themſelves they 
ſhould be able to take advantage from our misfor- 
tunes, and blow up the ſufferings of my people 
into popular diſcontent and diſſaffection, will be diſ- 
appointed in their wicked deſigns and expecta- 
— n Mergh 


And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's 
command 1 | | 185 


*% My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Iris bis Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, That this 


Parliament be prorogued toT hurſday the nineteenth 
day of October next, to be then here held; and this 
Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Thurſday the 
« nineteenth day of October ner. 


The laſt Seſſions of the fir SEPTENNIAL 
„ 4. 

O N. Thurſday the 1 9th of Ofober, the Parlia- 

0 ment being met, the King came to the Houſe 


of Peers, and the Commons being ſent for, and at- 
tending, his Majeſty (by the mouth of the Lord 


Chancellor Parker) made the following ſpeech to 
both houſes; | 5 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
55 1 Acquainted you when we parted laſt, with our 
I having renewed all our treaties of commerce 
© with Hain; ſince which, peace is happily reſtored 
in the North, by the Concluſion of the treaty be- 
© tween 
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* tween the Czar and the King of Sweden; and by 
that which 1 have made with the Moors, a great 
number of my ſubjects are delivered from ſlavery 
and all ſuch of them as trade to thoſe parts of the 
world, are, for the future, ſecured from falling 
« under that dreadful calamity, 

© In this ſituation of affairs,we ſhould be extreme- 
ly wanting to ourſelves, if we neglected to improve 
the favourable opportunity, which this general tran- 
* quility gives us, of extending our commerce upon 
© which the riches and grandeur of this nation chief- 
ly depend. It is very obvious, that nothing would 
more conduce to the obtaining ſo public a good, 
than to make the exportation of our own manu- 


Q... 6G 


uſed in the manufacturing of them, as practicable 
and eaſy as may be; by this means, the ballance 
of trade may be preſerv'd i in our favour, our na- 
vigation increaſed, and great numbers of our 
Dog employed. 

I muſt therefore recommend it to you, Gentle- 
men of the Houſe of Commons, to conſider how 
© far the duties upon theſe branches may be taken 
off and replaced, without any violation of. pub- 
© lic faith, or laying any new burthen upon my 

people. And I promiſe myſelf, that by a due 
£ conſideration of this matter, the produce of thoſe 
duties compared with the infinite advantages that 

* willaccrue to the kingdom by their being taken 
o off, will be found ſo inconſiderable, as to leave 
& litrle room for a y difficulties or objections. 

The ſupplying our ſelves with naval Stores, up- 
* on terms the moſt eaſy, and leaſt precarious, 

© ſeems highly to deſerve the care and attention of 
Parliament. Our plantations in America natural- 
© ly abound with moſt of the proper materials for 

« oh neceſſary and eſſential part of our trade and 
maritime ſtrength 3 and if by due encourage- 
« „Went. ye could be furniſhed from thence with- 
NM 3 . 


factures, and the importation of the commodities 
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_ © thoſe nayal ſtores, which we are now obliged to 


< purchaſe, and bring from foreign countries, it 
would not only greatly contribute to the riches, 


influence, and power of this nation, but, by em- 


« ploying our own colonies in this uſeful and advan- 
< tageous ſervice, divert them from ſetting up, and 
carrying on manufactures which directly interfere 
« with thoſe of Great Britain. | 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

It will be a great pleaſure to me, if, in raiſin 

* the ſupplies of this year, it may be fo ordered, 
that my people may reap ſome immediate bene- 
fit from the preſent circumſtances of affairs a- 
broad. I have ordered eſtimates to be prepared 
for the ſervice of the enſuing year, and likewiſe 
an account of the debts of the navy, to be laid 
before you. You cannot but be ſenſible of the ill 


maining unprovided for; and that as long as the 
navy and victualling bills are at a very high diſ- 
count, they do not only affect all other public 
credit, but greatly increaſe the charge and expence 
of the current ſervice. It is therefore very much 
to be wiſhed, that you could find a method of diſ- 
charging this part of the national debt, which, of 
call others, is the moſt heavy and burthenſome, and 
© by that means have it in your power to eaſe your 
© country of ſome part of the taxes, which from an 
© abſolute neceſſity, they have been obliged to pay. 
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| My Lords and Gentlemen, DYED SH 62951 
The unſpeakable miſery and deſolation that has 
of late raged in ſome parts of Europe, cannot but 
be a ſufficient warning to us, to uſe all poffible 
precautions to prevent the contagion from — 


© brought in among us; or if theſe Kingdoms ſhoul 


c dition, with the blefling of God, to ſtop its far- 


ether 


conſequences that ariſe from ſuch a large debt re- 
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0 ther progreſs. And as all ather proviſions will 
it be altogether vain and fruitleſs, if the abominable 
7 practice of running of goods be not at once, 
- I * totally ſuppreſſed, I moſt earneſtly recommend to 
15 Neu, to let no other conſideration ſtand in cam 
d petition with a due care of preſerving ſo many 
e 6 thouſand lives. 
| The ſeveral affairs which I have mentioned to 
© you, being of the higheſt and moſt immediate 
* concern to the whole kingdom, I doubt not but 
: * you will enter into the conſideration of them with 
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that temper, unanimity, and diſpatch, that the 
6 aotelliey and i importance of them require. 


d The King being retired, the Lord Tenbam moved 
e for-an addreſs of thanks for his Majeſty's gracious 
d pe ch, which was not oppoſed, and the ſaid ad- 

eſs being immediately drawn. up, and agreed tao, 
e was, the next day, preſented to his Majeſty by the 
e whole Houſe, as follows: 


2 . 

ic | Mop gracious n 

de E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal The Lond 
h y ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 

{- Sin Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return your 


ff 5. Majeſty our moſt hearty thanks, for your Majeſty's 
d moſt gracious ſpeech from the Throne; and for 
Ir the great compaſſion you have ſhewn to ſuch of 
in vyour ſubjects as have had the misfortue to fall in- 
7 to the hands of the Moors. And we do at the 
8 ſame time congratulate your Majeſty upon the 
« ſucceſs of your endeavours, in reſtoring the gene- 

18 & ral tranquility of Europe. And we aſſure your 
ut Majeſty, that, as the ſeveral particulars you have 
le ” been pleaſed to mention to us, are inſtances of the 

| greateſt affection to your people, and the tendereſt 
| concern for their intereſt ſecurity, ſo we will, 
Den our 85 wenn, with all ee unanimi- 
= Aa en | M4 \* TY 


n cha” 
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© ty, and diſpatch, what your Majeſty has been 
< pleaſed to lay before us; and will do all in our 
power, towards attaining the great and good ends 
© your Majeſty has ſo graciouſly recommended to 
us, in favour of the trade, __ and Sy of your 
people. | 


His Majeſty's anſwer to Wants addreſs, » Was as fol 
lows: | 
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- My — e pI 
The King's Thank you for this Few 1 dutifal E Ae 
zeal you expreſs for my perſon and government, and 


for the intereft and e NN of my 1 ow me 
3 yu Serv 


r: 


\ After e — addreſs, the ; Lords ad- 
journed for a week. | 


The Cots helm returned to their 1 Sir 
George Oxender moved for an addrets of thanks, on 


the ſeveral heads of his Majeſty's _ mind his 
motion was ne nd to. | 


& -« » Þ > a Þ».-8 :- 


0. 20. Sir * Gmde . al the 
Committee appointed to draw up the addreſs, . re- 
paging the un to the: Seat as to: wt 3 1H 


* 


5 A0 gracious — | 
The Cem- a E your Majeſty's aſd cutiful and loyal 
dreſs. ſubjects, the Commons of Great | Britain 

in > Parliamentaffainbled; beg leave-to return; your 
\* Majeſty our unfeigned thanks for your moſt gre 
© cious ſpeech from the Throne. 

We congratulate your Majeſty: upon the — 
that has attended your unwearied application for 

reſtoring tranquility to Europe, ſor ſecuring our 
commerce by treaties, and for releaſing great num- 
iS; ders of your ſubjects from ſlavery wo” the 


ors, 
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Moors, and 8 the trading part of the 
nation from the apprehenſions of the like calami- 
ty for the future; which are ſo many inſtances of 
your Majeſty's goodneſs, in which all your ſub- 
6 Jects are ſo nearly concerned, that we are no leſs 
bound by intereſt, than led by inclination and du- 
* ty, moſt thankfully to acknowledge theſe happy 
effects of your Majeſty's care for your people. 
Tour Majeſty's recommending to us to improve 
the general tranquillity abroad, towards extending 
and inlarging our commerce, is an additional 
proof, how much your Majeſty has the real inte- 
© reſt of Great Britain at heart, in all Four counſels 


and undertakings. 


+ Your Commons are contest a that 
our poor cannot be ſufficiently. employed, nor the 
balance of trade be long preſerved in our favour, 
while ſuch duties are continued, as either clog the 
exportation of our own manufactures, or render 
the manufacturing of them at home leſs eaſy and 
practicable; and they will moſt chearfully apply 
themſelves to conſider how far ſuch duties can be 
taken off, and replaced, without laying any new 
* burthen on your people, or violating the public 
© faith 3 having great reaſon to promiſe themſelves, 
that the free circulation of trade, which muſt na- 
* turally ſucceed upon the taking off this preſſure, 
* will, in a ſhort ſpace of time, compenſate any di- 
© minution of the cuſtoms, which this alteration may 
*/-occaſion for the preſent. 
And ſince the trade, navigation, and ſafety of 
*-this nation muſt remain, in ſome meaſure, preca- 


i 


* 


rious, as long as we are under the neceſſity of pur- 


* chaſing and importing all our naval ſtores from fo- 
reign countries, your Majeſty's moſt faithful Com- 
* mens will do their utmoſt endeavours, that this 


important and beneficial branch of trade may be 
_ © ſupplied from your Majeſty's plantations in Ame- 


3012 SGP and thereby divert our colonies from ſetting 
. * up 
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up manufactures, which — interfere with 
s. thoſe of another country. 

+ Your Majeſty's tender concern to Td: the ap- 

4 plies of this Laion ſo ordered, that your ſubjects 
may be among the earlieſt in reaping the happy 
« effects of the general tranquility abroad, cannot 


7 fail of — your faithful Commons, a deſire 


— 


of making ſuitable returns, by proceeding, with 
© all alacrity, to grant the neceffary ſupplies for the 
© current ſervice of the year, and for diſcharging the 


heavy debt of the navy: And we find ourſelves 


© engaged, by all the "a of duty and intereſt, to 
< ſecond your Majeſty's provident intentions, for 
8 < ſuppreſſing the infamous and pernicious practice of 
running goods, which, beſides that it defrauds the 
public revenues, and diſcourages the honeſt trader, 
map, at this juncture, indanger the health and 
* lives of many thouſands of e Mazeſty' s inno- 
cent ſubject?s. 
The ſeveral points which: your Majeſty hasbeen 
© graciouſly pleaſed to recommend to us, carry in 
them ſuch evident marks of your Majeſty's pater. 
* nal and moſt affectionate concern for your people, 


and are of ſuch laſting conſequence to the welfare 


© and ſafety of this nation, that we ſhould be inex- 
« cuſable, if we did not, by a ready concurrence on 
our parts, do all in our R to render theſe 
your Majeſty's moſt gracious ſes effectual; 
© and proceed in the conſideration of them with ſuch 

© temper, unanimity, and difpatch, as may fully 
anſwer your Majeſty's: expectations, and defeat 
the deſigns of thoſe who hope for any other con- 
< tentions among us, but of zeal and aſſection to- 


< wards your Majeſty's ſacred perſon and gayern- 


bd ment.“ 


Upon Mr Speaker's putting che — whether 
an - yams ch vo: 1 WN ns en Mr. 
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Arthur Moore ſaid, He thought the expreſſions, 


relating to the preventing running of goods, were 


too general; and that, in his opinion, the beſt 
way to prevent that pernicious practice, was to 
take off ſome of the high duties, whereby the 
temptation to ſmuggling would very much abate z 
ſince people would not think it worth their while 
to run great hazards for a ſmall gain. And beſides, 
© if rhe duties were. leſſened, the importation, in all 
probability, would increaſe proportionably ; ſo 
that the cuſtoms might amount to as much, with 
© a ſmaller duty, as they do at preſent ;, and if 
they did not, ways might be found to make up 
the deficiency to the crown.“ Nothing of moment 
was offered againſt this ſpeech; but, however, the 


houſe not think ing it proper to enter then upon the 


conſideration of that matter, the addrefs, as it had 
been drawn up, was approved, and being, the next 
day, preſented to the King by the whole houſe, his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to return the following moſt 
gracious anſwer, viz. | TE TE ans, 


T Return you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal ad- T 
areſs, aud for the aſſurances you pive me of going 1 


through the weighty affairs now before you with una: 
nimity and diſpatch ; and I promiſe my ſelf, from your 
experienced zeal and application, that my good' wiſhes 
for the welfare and profperity of ny people, will be ren- 
e e,, tt gy 

& 19 | 


The moſt material tranſactions of this ſeſſion of 
Parliament, will be found in the following col 
lection of the PROTESTS of the LORDS, which 
was publiſhed towards the end ofthe ſeſſion. 


on Die Lune 13 Novembris, 1721. 

a The houſe (according to order) proceeded to take 

;nto conſideration his Majeſty's molt gracious Tue 
from 
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from the Throne; and the ſame being read, a mo- 
tion was made, That this houſe do, on Friday next, 
take into conſideration the cauſes of contracting ſo 
large a navy. debt, and the beſt Methods of prevent- 
ing the contracting the like debt for the future; and 
a queſtion. being ſtated thereupon, it was propoſed 
to leave out theſe words, viz, [and the beſt methods of 
preventing the contrafling ibe like debt for the future.] 
Then the queſtion. was put, whether the ſaid words 
ſhall ſtand part of the queſtion ? 


Not Content 63. It was reſolved in thy negative, 
_ Dipentient . | 


I. U Ecaule the principal end of all parliamentary 
: B inquiries into miſmanagements, being to pre- 
yent the like for the future, we thought it more a- 
greeable to the candour and honour of the houſe, to 
_ expreſs it plainly in the queſtion itſelf, than leave it 
to be implied only ; and the rather, becauſe it ſeem- 
ed to us, the words left out clearly imported, That 
nothing perſonal was in view, but the public good 
only, which we thought would rather have given 

ſatisfaction to the mind of every noble Lord, than 
the contrary. . 8 5 | He 


II. When the words now ordered to be left out, 
were, for the reaſon given, ſo properly and natural- 
ly, as we conceive, made a part of the queſtion, we 
could not but apprehend, that the laying them aſide 
on the debate, might create a ſuſpicions tho? unjuſt, 
that this houſe did not intend to prevent, if poſſible, 
the contracting a large and inconvenient navy debt 
for the future. oY 9 


= 


„„ >: 


III. His Majeſty: having in his ſpeech from the 
Throne, obſer ved the ill conſequences that ariſe from 
ſuch a large debt remaining unprovided for, we 

. e _ thought 


A. % J. DEFA FES. 

thought it very proper, if not neceſſary in the reſo- 
lution taken, to enter into the conſideration of that 
debt, to expreſs a deſire of preventing the like in- 
convenient debt being contracted for the future; and 
that the doing ſo did not prejudge the cauſes of con- 
tract ing the preſent ang navy debt ; for however 
neceſſarily or juſtifiably an inconvenient thing may 
have once happened, yet we think it ought, if it 
can, to be prevented from happening ſo again. 


IV. His Majeſty having likewiſe obſerved in his 
ſpeech from the Throne, That this part of the na- 
tional debt is, of all others, the moſt heavy and bur- 
thenſome, and having ſet forth the miſchiefs ariſing 


from the high diſcount of the navy and victualling 


bills, we thought ourſelves ſufficiently warranted to 
expreſs a deſire, to conſider of the beſt methods of 


preventing the like moſt . heavy and burthenſome 


debt, whatever the cauſes of contracting the preſent 
debt ſhall, . on inquiry, appear to be: And this 
the rather, becauſe the like zavy debt can bring no 
manner of benefit either to the public, or to any 
private perſon, but to ſuch, as, by foreſeeing when 
it is to be either diſcharged or provided for, may 
make an exceſſive advantage to themſelves, by buy- 
ing up the ſaid bills while under a very high diſ- 
count. e ee e e ee | : 15 | 


W. Ebor. Briſtol,  '  Afoburnham, 
Fr. Roffen. M baron,  \ © Scarſaale, 
1 Salisbury, North and Grey, Aberdeen, _ 
: i Strafford, 285 „ 
Coroper, Bathurſt, - Bingley. 
Trevor, Aylesford, 


0 ; | Die 
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- The Houſe (according to order) proceeded. to 
take into conſideration his Majeſty's ſpeech; Af. 
ter debate, the queſtion was put, That an humble 
 dddreſs be preſented to bis Majeſty, that he will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to give — 55 that the iuſtruc- 
trons gruen by bis Majeſty to the Lord Carteret, as 
minifter or plenipotentiary to the crown of Sweden, 
or any other of the northern trowns, be laid before 
It was reſolved in the negative. 


Not Content 59. 


Diſſentient. | ee 
1. D Ecauſe we apprehend this to be the firſt in- 
0 ſtance to be found on our journals, where 
Lords have moved for a ſight of inſtructions of 
any kind, and have not been ſupported by the 
houſe in that motion, and tho' we wiſh it may be 
the laſt, yet have we juſt reaſon to fear that fuch 
a precedent once made, will not fail of being fol- 

towed in ſuceeeding times. 888 


II. Becauſe we do not apprehend, how the call- 
ing for inſtructions after the concluſion of the 


treaty to which they relate, and the intervention 


of à general act of pardon, ean be hurtful. either 
to the public, or even to the miniſters tranſacting 
ſuch treaty. But the refuſing to call for thoſe in- 
ſtructions may, in our opinion, be a matter of a 
dangerous conſequence, in as much as it tends to 
diſcourage inquiries of this kind for the future, 


„ 


r ee on. 


of opinion, that this houſe hath alſo a right to 


inquire into the tranſaction of miniſters employ- 


ed under the crown, and to cenſure their con- 
duct when PIE requires it; which cannot well 
he done, unleſs it be firſt known what ſort of in- 
ſtructions they received, and how far they have, 
or ought to have, complied with them. And 


this ſeems to us more particularly neceſſary ſince = 


the act of ſucceſſion has declared, That this king- 
dom ſhall not be engaged in a war on account of any 
of the Ning's foreign dominions: All treaties there- 
fore with the princes of the North ſhould, above all 
others, be made in the plaineſt, and moſt unexcep- 
tionable terms; or if the way of wording ſuch 
treaties, ſhall occafion any doubt, no- method of 
clearing it ſhould be neglected or avoided ; that 
ſo this houſe, and the whole kingdom, may be ſa- 
tisfied that nothing has paſſed, derogatory to the 
act which is the baſis on which our preſent happy 
eſtabliſhment is founde. es 


r E. © Wharton, - Strafferd, 
North and Grey, Aylesford, _ Scarſdale, 


Guilford, Cooper, Briſtol, 
Bathurſt, F. Roffen, Urbridge, 
Bini, Herdeen, Boyle. 


Die Lune 20 Novembris, 1717 
The houſe, according to order, proceeded to take 


into Farther conſideration his Majeſty's moſt gra- 


cibus ſpeech from the throne ; and after a debate, 
the queſtion was put, that an humble addreſs be 
prefented to his Majeſty, to deſire, that his Ma- 
jeſty will be gracioufly pleaſed to give orders, that 
the treaty of Commerce, whereby the former trea- 
ties of commerce are renewed with Spain, may be 
laid before this houſe?? £ 
It was reſolved in the negative 
Sd. OR" IN 0TH. Content 
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content 22. WO | 
Not Content 59. 
Diſſentient. 8 5 
D Ecauſe, as we believe, the refuſing to addreſs 
for a treaty, which has been concluded and 
ratified ſo long ſince, is altogether unprecedented; 
and we conceive this caſe, of all others, ought not 
to have been made a precedent, where the treaty de- 
fired to be called for, hath been twice mentioned, 
from the throne, to both houſes of Parliament; 
and the laſt time, in his Majeſty's: ſpeech at the 
opening of this ſeſſion, expreſly (as we cannot but 
apprehend) recommended. to the conſideration of 


both houſes of Parliament. 

W. Ebor. Hriſtol, Cooper, 

Fr. Ceſt. North and Grey, Boyle, 

Fr. Roffen, Guilford, Marton, 
Strafford, Aylesford, Bingley, TE 
Aberdeen, Bathurſt, St. Jobn de Blethoe. 


Die Martis 5 Decembris, 1721. 


A motion was made, that the employing great 
numbers of ſeamen for ſeveral years laſt paſt, more 
than were provided for by Parliament, was one 
great cauſe of contracting ſo large a navy debt, 


and of increaſing the ſame, from the ſum of 


764, 088 J. 35. 11 d. which was the net debt of 
the navy, on the 31ſt of December, 1717, to the 
ſum of 1,641,937 J. 175. 8 d. 3, which was the 
net debt due to the Navy on the 3oth of September 
laſt; and a queſtion being ſtated thereupon, the 
previous queſtion was put, whether the ſaid queſ- 
tion ſhall be now put? HR 

It was reſolved in the negative. 


Content 21. 
Not Content Co. 


Diſentieni, 


gn Frag a 


Il. DEBATES. 


C0 OOTY 
B cauſe the main queſtion being ſo true in every 


truth thereof was not denied by any Lord in the 
debates, but ſeems to us to be admitted by the pro- 
poſing and carrying the previous queſtion; We 
think" it highly expedient, that the main queſtion 
- fhould have been put, and voted in the affirma- 
l, tive, to the end we might have expreſſed our diſ- 
; I approbation at leaſt, of the practice of employ- 
1c ing much greater numbers of ſeamen in the fleet, 
ur for ſeveral years laſt paſt, than were provided for 
of by Parliament; (when the occaſions for employ- 

ing them could not, in our opinion, but be fore- 
ſeen). and by ſuch our diſapprobation, might have 
diſcouraged, in ſome meaſure, that practice for 
the future, and prevented the inereaſing the navy 
debt again, by the like proceedings. ON | 


5 F. Cet. + Aylesford, « St. Fobn de Bletſoe, 
F. Roffens | Gower,  Upnbridge, 
Strafford, = | | Cuil ford, 

„ e | Foley, 

4E 

one n * b 6 3 

eh, Dec. 6. A Petition of the Lord Mayor, Alder- 

of men, and Merchants of the city of London, a- 

ol gainſt three clauſes of the late quarantine bill, was 

the offered to the houſe of Lords; but after ſome de- 

the I bates, the queſtion being put, that the ſaid petition 

be received, it was carried in the negative, by a 

majority of 63 voices againſt 22. The faid pe- 

tition, and the clauſes objected againſt in it, are 
as follow: „„ ton Sh Web 
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The petition of the city of London to. the honſe 
FF en 
Petition of A petitian of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Linden . Commons of the city of London, in common-coun- 
gunrenne Cil aſſembled, was, preſented to the houſe and read, 
bil, ſetting forth, that it appearing, by, che inſpection 
of the journal of this houſe, that their Lordſhips 
have now under conſideration, the amendment of 
an act paſſed in a late ſeſſion of Parliament, in- 
titled, An act for repealing an act made. in the 
ninth year of her late Majeſty, Queen Annę, intitled 
An aff to oblige ſhips, coming from, infected places, 
more. effefually to perform. their quarentine, and for 
the better preventing. the, plague Pg ug from 
foreign parts unto Great Britain or Ixeland, or the 
iſles of croley, Jerley, Aldernels, Sark, or. Man, 
and to hinder the ſpreading. ef infection: That the 
petitioners conceive, that in ſome clauſes of that 
act, not only the rights, privileges, and immuni- 
ties, but the trade; ſafety, and proſperity of the 
city of London are highly concerned 3 and praying, 
that they may be heard by their counſel, or other- 
wiſe, in relation to the ſaid act, at ſuch le and 
in ſuch manner, az their Lordſhips ſhall judge moſt 
proper and expedient. a 
Three, 'clauſes in the, D 27 entine at, VII 
. Georgii. 5 £3116 a . 


AN be it farther enacted, That if any per- 
ſon infected with the plague, or obliged to 


perform, quarentine, ſhall wilſully refuſe, or neg- 
leck to repair, within, convenient; time, after due 
notice for that purpoſe given to him, her, or 
them, by the proper officer, to the ſhip, houſe, la- 
Zaret, or other place duly appointed for him, her, 
or them; or having been placed in ſuch ſhip, 

R 4 | houſe, 
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houſe, lazaret, or other place, ſhall eſcape, or at- 
tempt to eſcape out of the ſame, while he, ſhe, 
or they ſhall continue infected, or before quaren- 
tine fully performed reſpectively, it ſhall and may 
be lawful, to and for the watchmen, and other 
perſons, appointed to ſee quarentine performed, 
by any kind of violence that the caſe ſhall require, 
to compel every ſuch perſon ſo refuſing or negle&- 
ing, as aforeſaid, and every ſuch perſon ſo eſcaping, 


or attempting to eſcape, as aforeſaid, to repair or 


return into ſuch ſhip, houſe, lazaret, or other 
place, ſo appointed for him, or her, as afore- 
ſaid, and every ſuch perſon ſo refuſing or neg- 


lecting to repair, within convenient time after ſuch 
notice, as aforeſaid, into ſuch ſhip, houſe, lazaret, 


ot other place, appointed for him, or her, as afore- 


ſaid; and alſo every perſon actually eſcaping, as 


aforeſaid, ſhall be adjudged guilty of felony, and 
hall ſuffer death as a felon, without benefit of 
„ „ „ 

And be it farther enacted, that if any perſon 
not infected, nor liable to perform 8 
ſhall preſume to enter any ſhip, houſe, lazaret, or 


any other place ſo appointed, as aforeſaid, while 


any perſon or perſons ſo infected, or being under 
quarentine, ſhall be therein, and ſhall return, or 
attempt to return from thence, unleſs in ſuch 
caſes, and by ſuch proper licenſe, as ſhall be di- 
rected or permitted by ſuch order or orders, made 
or to be made and notified, as aforeſaid, it ſhall 
and may be lawful; to and for the watchmen, or o- 
ther perſons appointed to guard or ſecure ſuch ſhip, 
houſe, lazaret, or other place ſo appointed, as afore- 
ſaid, by any kind of violence that the caſe ſhall re- 
quire, to compel ſuch perſon, ſo returning, or at- 
tempting to return, to repair into ſome ſhip, houſe, 
lazaret, or other place, ſo appointed, as aforeſaid, 
there to continue and perform quarentine ; and in 
caſe ſuch perſon ſhall actually eſcape out of ſuch ſhip, 

N 2 houſe, 
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' Houſe, lazaret, or other place, where he or ſhe, ſhall 


be ſo placed for performance of quarentine, before 
he or ſhe ſhall have fully performed the ſame, he 
or ſhe ſhall be adjugded guilty of felony, and 
ſhall ſuffer death as a felon, without benefit of 


And be it farther enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, that if at any time or times hereafter, any 
city, town, or place within Great- Britain, or Ire- 
land, ſhall be infected with the plague, it ſhall 
and may be lawful, to and for his Majeſty, his 
heirs, and ſucceſſors, to cauſe one or more line, or 
lines, trench or trenches, to be caſt up or made 
about ſuch infected city, town, or place, at a con- 
venient diſtance from the ſame, in order to cut 
off the communication between ſuch infected city, 
town, or place, and the reſt of the country; and 
to prohibit all perſons, goods, and merchandizes 
whatſoever, to enter, paſs, or be carried over 
ſuch lines or trenches, unleſs in ſuch caſes, and 
by ſuch proper licence, and ſabje& to ſuch regu- 


lations and reſtrictions for performance of quaren- 


tine, as ſhall be directed or permitted by any ſuch 
order or orders, made or to be made, and notifi- 


ed, as aforeſaid ; and in caſe any perſon or per- 


ſon eng within ſuch lines or trenches, or any 
of them ſhall, during the time of ſuch infection, 


- preſume or attempt to come out of the ſame, un- 


leſs in ſuch -caſes, -and by ſuch proper licence, and 
ſubje& to ſuch regulations and reſtrictions for per- 


| formance of quarentine, as ſhall be directed or 


permitted by ſuch order or orders, made or to be 


made, and notified, as aforeſaid, it ſhall and may be 


lawful, to and for the watchmen or perſons appointed 
to guard or ſecure ſuch lines or trenches, or any of 


them, by any kind of violence that the caſe ſhall 
require, to compel all and every ſuch perſon or 


perſons to return back within ſuch lines or tren- 
ches; and in caſe any perſons ſhall actually come 
3 Out 
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out of ſuch lines or trenches, or any of them, un- 
leſs in ſuch caſes, and by ſuch proper licence, and 
ſubject to ſuch regulations and reſtricti ons as afore- 
faid, every ſuch perſon ſhall be adjudged guilty of 
felony, and ſuffer death as a felon, without benefit 
of clergy. 2 el 


Some of the Lords proteſted againſt the reject- 


ing of the city's petition, and entered their proteſt 


as follows: 

FVV 3 1 
B the liberty of petitioning the King, 
| (much more that of petitioning either houſe 
of. Parliament) is the birth-right of the free peo- 
ple of this realm, claimed by them, and confirmed 
to them, ſoon after the revolution, in an act, de- 
claring the rights and liberties of the ſubject, and ſet- 
ting the ſucceſſion of the crown : And whenever any 
remarkable check hath been given to the free exer- 
ciſe of this right, it hath always been attended with 
ill conſequences to the public. 


II. Becauſe the petition fo rejected, was, in our 
Opinion, every way proper and unexceptionable, 
both as to the manner of wording and preſenting 
it, and the matter to which it referred; nothing 
being more natural and reaſonable, than that any 


corporate body, ſhould, if they deſire it, be heard 


upon any bill under the conſideration of Parliament, 
whereby they Judge their particular intereſts to be 
highly, tho? not ſolely affected. This liberty, we 
remember to have been granted, in a late ſeſſion, to 


the traders of Norwich, upon their petition touching 


the callicoe bill; nor are we aware, that it hath ever, 
in like circumſtances, been refuſed to the meaneſt 
corporation in'the kingdom: But if it had, we hum- 
bly conceive, that in this caſe, a diſtinction might 
have been made in favour of the city of London; 
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which being the center of credit, of the trade and 


monied intereſt of the kingdom, and the place 
where the plague, ſhould we be viſited by it, is moſt 
likely firſt to appear: And having alſo remarkably 
ſuffered by means of the late fatal South-/ea ſcheme, 


was, we think, in a particular manner, intitled, to 


apply for relief againſt ſome clauſes in the quaren- 
tine act, and deſer ved to have been treated, on that 
occaſion, with more indulgence and tenderneſs, 


III. Becauſe the rejecting the ſaid petition, tends, 
we conceive, to diſcountenance all petitions for the 
future, in caſes of a public and general concern; 
and by that means to deprive the legiſlature of 
proper lights, which they might otherwile receive; 
it being no ways probable, that ſubjects, or ſocieties 
of leſs conſideration, will venture to repreſent their 
ſenſe, in caſes of the like nature, after the city of 
London have been thus refuſed to be heard, 


IV. Becauſe, as the receiving this petition could 
have had no ill conſequences, as we conceive, nor 


have given any great interruption to the buſineſs of 


Parliament ; fo the rejecting it may, we think, widen 
the unhappy differences that have ariſen, and increaſe 
the dilallection to the government, which hath al- 
eady too much prevailed in this kingdom, 


V. Becauſe the arguments uſed on the debate, 
ſeem to us not to be of ſufficient force; for we can- 
not conceive, that becauſe the ſaid Act of Quaren- 


tine is a general act, therefore no particular commu- 


nity or city, who think they may, in a diſtinguiſh- 
ing manner, be prejudiced by it, have a right to be 
heard in relation to it; and that at a time, when it 


is under the conſideration of Parliament. Nor can 
we be of opinion, that a petition agreed on by the 


Lord Mayor, Aldermen, ànd Citizens of London in 
common council aſſembled, and preſented, not 155 
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by the numbers allowed by law, but by a Lord of 
this houle, can poſſibly be a prelude, or example, 
towards introducing tumultuous petitions ; much leſs 
can we fee, why it ought the rather to be rejected, 


becauſe it came from 10 great a body as the city of 


London; on the contrary, we apprehend, that an 


univerſal grievance, which may be occaſioned by any 


general act, muſt be repreſented to the legiſlature by 
particular perſons, or bodies corporate, or elſe it 
cannot be repreſented at all; that the rejecting ſuch 
petitions; and the not receiving of them, is the way 
to occaſion diſorders and tumults ; and that the more 


_ conſiderable the body is, the more regard ſhould be 


had to any applications they make ; eſpecially for 
matters, wherein not only their rights, privileges,and 
immunities, but alſo their trade, fafety, and proſpe- 
rity are, as the petition avers, highly concerned. 1 


Briſtol, Ihle ford, North and Grey, 
St. John de Bletſoe, Strafford, Trevor, 

F. Ceftriens, Aberdeen, Guilford, 
Cwper, Gower, Bingley, 
Bathurſt, F. Roffen. Uxbridge. 

Boyle, ' Litchfield, 


Dec. 13. The Earl of Clarendon reported to the 
houſe of Lords, the Bill to prevent infection; upon 


which the queſtion being put, that the houſe do agree 


with the committee, the fame was oppoſed by Earl 
Cowper 3 who, on the other hand, moved, that a 
bill be brought in for the repeal of two clauſes in 


the Quarentine bill. He was ſeconded by the Lords 


Bathurſt and North and Grey; but the Court Lords 
having infiſted upon the other queſtion, the ſame 
was carried in the affirmative, by 47 voices againſt 
263 and then the queſtion, upon Earl Cooper's mo- 
tion, being reſolved in the negative, by about the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1721, 
Lords, entered the following remarkable proteſt, via. 
A motion was made, and the queſtion being put, 
that a bill be brought in for the repeal of : \® much 


of the act paſſed laſt year relating to the plague, as 
gives a power to remove to a lazaret, or peſt-houſe, 


any perſons whatſoever infected with the plague, or 
healthy perſons out of an infected family, from 
their habitations (tho? diſtant from any other dwel- 
ling-houſe.) And alſo ſo much of the ſaid act, as 
gives power for the drawing lines or trenches round 
any city, town, or place infected, it was reſolved 
in the negative. 1 Ka 


Content. 20. 


Not Content 39. | 


„ ©" AER 2 

21 * the powers ſpecified in the queſtion, 

ſeem to us, ſuch as. can never wiſely or uſe- 
fally be put in execution, For by the firſt of them, 
perſons of what rank or condition ſoever, either ac- 
tually infected, or being in the ſame habitation, tho? 
in lone-houſes, where they are well accommodated, 
and from whence there is no danger of propagating 
the infection, may be forcibly removed into com- 
mon lazarets or peſt-houſes, And it does not ap- 
pear to us, that ſuch a power could at any time be 
reaſonably executed, and therefore we conceive it 


ſhould be repealed. WS. 5 
The other power extends to the drawing of lines 


1 


around any city, town, or place, and conſequently 
around the cities of London and Weſtminſter; the 
very apprehenſions of which, upon the leaſt rumour 
of a plague, would diſperſe the rich, and by that 
means (as well as by hindering the free acceſs of 
proviſions) ſtarve the poor, ruin trade, and deſtroy 
all the remains of private and public credit. 


II. Becauſe ſuch powers as theſe are utter ly un- 
known to our conſtitution, and repugnant, we con- 
ceive, to the lenity of our mild and free government; 
33 1 a tender 
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A. 1721. DEBATES 
a tender regard to which was ſhewn by the Act 
Fac. I. which took care only to confine infected per- 
ſons within their own houſes, and to ſupport them 
under that confinement, and lodged the execution of 
ſuch powers ſolely in the civil magiſtrate; whereas 
the powers by us excepted againſt, as they are of a 
more extraordinary kind, ſo they will probably (and 
ſome of them muſt neceſſarily) be executed by mi- 
litary force; and the violent and inhuman methods 
which on theſe occaſions, may, as we apprehend, be 
practiſed, will, we fear, rather draw down the in- 


flict ion of a new judgment from Heaven, than con- 


tribute any ways to remoye that which ſhall then 
have befallen us. | 5 


F III. Becauſe we take it,theſe methods were copied 


from France, a kingdom whoſe pattern, in ſuch caſes, 


Great-Britain ſhould not follow; the government 
there being conducted by arbitrary power, and ſup- 
ported by ſtanding armies z and to ſuch a country, 
ſuch methods do, in our opinion, ſeem moſt ſuitable : 
And yet even in that kingdom, the powers thus ex- 
erciſed of late, have been as unſucceſsful, as they were 


\ unprecedented ; ſo that no neighbouring ſtate has any 


encouragement from thence, to follow ſo fatal an 
example. In the laſt plague with which we were 
viſited Anno Dom. 1665, tho? none of theſe methods 
were made uſe of, much leſs authorized by parlia- 
ment; yet the infection, however geeat, was kept 


from ſpreading itſelf into the remote parts of the 


kingdom; nor did the city of London, where it firſt 
appeared, and chiefly raged, ſuffer ſo long, or fo 


much, in proportion to the number of its inhabitants, 


as other cities and towns in France have ſuffered, 
where theſe cruel experiments have been tried. 


Iv. Becauſe, had ſuch part of the act, as we think 
ſhould be repealed, been accordingly repealed,there 
would ſtill have remained in it a general clauſe, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1/21. 
which gi ves the crown all powers neceſſary to pre- 
vent the ſpreading of infection; and, conſequently, 

ſe very powers among the reſt, if they ſhould be 
ound en And therefore there is no need, we 
conceive, to have them expreſly granted in the ſame 
act of Parliament, which ſeems not only to war- 
rant, but in a particular manner to preſcribe and di- 
rect the uſe of them. | 5 


V. Becauſe the great argument urged for continu- 
ing theſe powers ſpecified in the queſtion, (that they 
would probably never be put in execution in the 
caſes objected to) ſeems to us a clear reaſon, why 
they ſhould not be continued; for we cannot ima- 
gine why they ſhould ſtand enacted, unleſs they are 
intended to be executed; or of what uſe will it be 
to the public, to keep the minds of the people per- 
tually alarmed, with thoſe apprehenſions under 
which they now labour, as appears by the petition 
from the city of London, lately rejected. It may 

an inſtance of our great confidence in his Ma- 
jeſty's wiſdom and goodneſs, when we truſt him 


with ſuch powers unknown to the conſtitution z but 


we think it ill becomes us to repoſe ſuch truſt, when 
it tends, in out opinion, rather to render him terrible, 
than amiable to his ſubjects ; and when the only ad- 
vantage. he can (as we conceive) draw from the truſt 
repoſed in him, is, not to make uſe of it. 


IF. Ebor.  . Aberdeen, F. Roffen. 
Boyle, F. Ceftrienſs, = Guilford, 
, 1. Uxoriages. |. Gower, 
St. Zobn of Bletfoe,, North and Grey, Aylesford, 
Strafford, Bingley, Cooper. 
Weſton, Bathurſt, - i 


— 


Dise Martis, 19 Decembris, 1721. 


The order of the day being read for the taking 
into farther conſideration, his Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious ſpeech from the throne, a motion was made, 
and the queſtion being put, That an humble ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to deſire that his 
Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to give orders 
to the proper officers, that the inſtructions given to 
Sir George Byng, (now Lord Viſcount Torrington) in 
relation to the action againſt the Span; Fleet in the 
Mediterranean, may be laid before this houſe. 


| Content 24. edi 3 
3 It paſſed in the negative. 


Diſſentient. 1 | 
L.]D Ecauſe not finding any inſtance on fearching 
B the journals, we believe there is none, whete- 
in a motion for an admiral's inſtructions to be laid 
before this houſe, has been denied ; but, on the 
contrary, there are many precedents of inſtruct ions 
of a like nature, and in ſtronger caſes, as we con- 
ceive, addreſſed for by the houſe, and ſeveral in 
point for inſtructions given to admirals, particularly 
to Sir George Rook, and Sir Cloudeſly Shovel: Nor 
does it ſeem to us at all material, whether the con- 
duct of ſuch admirals had or had not been blamed, 
before ſuch inſtructions were asked for, ſince the 


/ ſight of inſtructions may be previouſly and ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary, to inform the houſe whether their 
conduct be blameable or not. | 1 

II. Becauſe we think it highly reaſonable, that 
theſe inſtructions ſhould be laid before this houſe, up- 
on which the action of the Briti/h, againſt the Spani/Þ 
fleet in the Mediterranean was founded, without any 
previous declaration of war; and even while a 55 
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tiſb miniſter, a ſecretary of ſtate was amicably treat- 
ing at Madrid, which court might juftly conclude 
itlelf ſecure from any hoſtile attack, during the con- 
tinuance of ſuch negotiation. | 


III. Becauſe *till we have a ſight of theſe inſtruc- 
tions, and are able tojudge of the reaſons on which 
they are founded, the Var with Spain, in which that 
action of our fleet involved us, does not appear to 
us ſo juſtifiable, as we could wiſh ; and yet it was 
plainly prejudicial to the nation in ſundry reſpects; 


for it occaſioned an intire interruption of our moſt 


valuable commerce with Spain, at a time, when 
Great-Britain needed all the advantages of peace, 
to extricate itſelf from the heavy national debt it lay 
under; and as it deprived us of the friendſhip of 
Spain, not eaſily to be retrieved, fo it gave our rivals 
in trade an opportunity, to inſinuate themſelves in 
their affections: And we conceive, that to that war 
alone, is owing the ſtrict union there is at preſent 


between the Crowns of France and Spain, which it 


was the intereſt of Great-Britain, to have kept always 
divided: An union, which, in its conſeguences, may 
prove fatal to theſe Kingdoms. Nor does it appear, 
that Great-Britain had any fruit from this war, be- 
yond its being reſtored to the ſame trade we had 
with Spain, before we begun it. 


W. Ebor. Strafford, Briſtol, 
Iylesford, Guilford, Bathurſt, 
Weſton, Uxbridge, Foley, 
St. Jobn de Bletſoe, Scarſdale, F. Ceſtrien. 
Compton, Gower, Trevor. 
Aberdeen, Cooper 


Boyle, North and Grey, 


| Die Jovis 2 q Decembris, 1721. 
Hodie tertia vice lecta eſt Billa. An act for puniſh- 
ing mutiny and deſertion, and for the better pay- 
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ment of the army and their quarters. The queſtion 


being put, whether this bill ſhall paſs? It was re- 
ſolved in the affirmative, 


Diſſentient. | | 
I. D Ecauſe we have heard no arguments to con- 


number of troops being kept on foot at this time, 
than there was after the peace of Ry/wick, or the 

eace of Utrecht; for as to the argument urged from 
the preſent diſaffection of the people, we are fully 
perſuaded, that the keeping up ſo great an army, is 
much more likely to increaſe than leſſen ſuch dit- 
affection, 


IT. Becauſe this precedent is likely to be followed 
in all ſubſequent times, there being no probability, 
that a conjuncture can happen when there will be 
leſs apparent reaſon for keeping up a great number 


of forces, thanat this time of general tranquility. 


III. Becauſe we conceive there are ſeveral clauſes 
in this bill, which tend to overthrow the civil power 
in this kingdom, and turn it into a military govern- 
ment. And we apprehend it to be our duty to take 
care, that ſo dangerous a precedent may not de made 
for any future time, without an evident neceſſity, and 
it is plain, there is no ſuch neceſſity for erecting this 
military power within the kingdom in time of peace, 
becauſe the army was well governed without it in 
the two former rejgns, | 


IV. That allowing ſuch a number of troops were 
neceſſary, yet there is no reaſon can be alledged, as 
weapprehend, that they ſhould be conſtituted in this 
expenſive manner, which raiſes the charge upon the 
nation about double what it was in time of peace, 
in the two former reigns, and we muſt with great 

2 | concern 


vince us, that there isany neceſſity for a greater 
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concern aſſert, that the public is much leſs able to 
bear ſuch an exceſs at the preſent, than at any former 


. 


times. 


W. Ebor. Balburſt, Uusbridge, 
Fr. Roffen. '' Jadcaſter, Briſtol, 
F. Ct. North and Grey, Sirafford, 

Aberdeen, PFbley, S ͤcarſdale, 

Guilford, _ Boyle, 115 en 


Die Sabbat. 13 Fanuarii 1921, 


A motion was made, That the not paying off his 


Majeſty's ſhips when they came home from their ſeveral 
voyages, according to the antient uſage of the navy, but 


continuing them in ſea pay during the winter, *till they 

went out again, had been one great cauſe of contracting 

fo large a Navy DHT ; and a queſtion being ftated 

thereupon, the previous. queſtion was put, whether 

that queſtion' ſhould now be put. 
It was reſolved in the negative, 


Diſſentient. „ 

1. Ty Ecauſe we conceive the main queſtion: ought 
D to have been put, ſince the practice complain- 

ed of it, having been from the year 1690, very 

frequently repreſented againſt to the admiralty and 


treaſury, by the commiſſioners of the navy (proper 


officers to give advice in ſuch matters) and who then 
were men of great experience, ability, and probity, 
for being, contrary to the antient uſage of the navy, 
giving great diſguſt to the ſeamen, and cauſing an 
unneceſſary expence of the public money, we thought 
it highly reaſonable to endeavour, thata ſtop ſhould 
be put to this method, which was attended with ſo 
many fatal conſequences ; and we cannot but think 


the putting and voting the main queſtion, in the af- 


firmative, would have greatly conduced to that end. 


Ws en. 
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2. Becauſe it did aot appear neceſſary, at a time 
when fo. few-men were either granted, or, indeed, 
demanded, for the ſervice of any one year, that the 
ſeamen ſhould: be treated with ſo much ſeverity as 
not to be paid off, according to the antient uſage 
of the Navy, but kept in floating priſons, as the ſaid 
Commiſſioners. of the Navy very well expreſs it, 
eſpecially fince we find, that during the late war, 
when forty thouſand men a year were granted, this: 
was truly thought, by the Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Navy, a way rather to provoke the ſeamen to 
deſert, than encourage them to come into, or con- 
tinue in the ſervice; and to be the principal, if not 
the only reaſon, why it is become ſo difficult to get 
them again when wanted, | 5 


: 3 We thought, at this juncture, when his Ma- 
jeſty had ſo lately, in a moſt gracious ſpeech from 
the throne, ſignified: his having ſo happily eſtabliſh'd 


peace throughout Europe, it would be proper, if ever, 


to uſe our beſt endeavours, that the ſeamen might: 
partake. of the benefit of our mild and free govern- 
ment, and not be liable to greater hardſhips than 
any of their fellow - ſubjectts, as we think they will 
be, if this practice be ſuffer'd to continue. 


4. Becauſe ſuch methods ought to be uſed as will 
molt contribute to procure the affections of the ſea- 
men to the ſervice, which we think, the antient uſage: 
of the navy will, in this caſe, beſt effect, by which 
they will have the ſatisfaction to ſpend their money 
within the kingdom, for the benefit and ſupport of 


their families as formerly, when the ſhips were paid 


off at their return from their ſeveral voyages; and 


will, we hope, prevent their hiding from and deſert - 


ing the ſervice, and engage them chearfully to enter 
into it, whenever there ſhall be occaſion: Whereas: 


according to the late practice, by the opinion of _ 
| 5 aid 
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ſaid commiſſioners of the navy; the difficulty of 
getting them in the ſpring, chiefly ariſes from keep- 
ing them all the winter; and yet the difficulty of 
getting them again, is aſſigned as the only reaſon for 
keeping them in pay during the winter, altho' it 
amounts to an intolerable charge upon the kingdom, 
it appearing by one of the papers now upon the table, 
that keeping them in pay all the winter, comes to 
near five times as much as raiſing them again in the 


ſpring. 1 


F. We cannot but think it a very unuſual way of 
arguing in a houſe of Parliament, That a queſtion 
ought not to be put, becauſe it is generally admit- 
ted to be true, tho? at the ſame time there may be too 
much reaſon to believe, that the practice complained 
of, willl not be altered without the interpoſition of 
Parliament. 36 SOR 


6. We cannot conceive that the treaty with Se- 
gen could make it neceſſary as was alledged, to keep 
the men in pay all the winter; fince it appears by 
the papers upon the table, that very little or no time 
would have been loſt, if the old method of the navy 
of raiſing men in the ſpring had been followed, by 
which much money would have been ſaved to the 

ublic, eſpecially ſince their ſo early arrival then did 
neither prevent the landing the Czar's troops upon 
Sweden, when and where they pleaſed, nor by any 
action at ſea, contribute to weaken his naval ſtrength, 


LTaſtly, We take it to be very clear, that if any 
neceſſary, or ſufficient reaſon was foreſeen, at any 
time, for the diſpenſing with this rule of the navy, 
it ought not to have been done without his Majeſty's 
conſent in council; it being, as we conceive, a fun- 


damental maxim in the government of the navy, and 
a moſt eſſential part of his Majeſty's royal preroga- 


tive, that no rule or eſtabliſhment in the navy, __ 
I 
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ther, written or unwritten, or cuſtomary, ought to 


be, or can regularly be abrogated, altered, or diſpen- 


ſed with, but by his Majeſty's conſent in council, 
eſpecially in ſo weighty a point as ſpending the pub- 
lic treafure ſo much faſter than it need have been, in 
a proportion above-mentioned. And therefore we 


thought it expedient, that the main queſtion ſhould 


have been put, and voted in the affirmative, that this 
great and uſeful prerogative of the crown might, by 
cenſuring what we take to be a breach thereof (tho? 
with the temper recommended from the throne) have 
been the better preſerved for the future, 


W. Ebor. Uxbridge, QCowper, 
North and Grey, Guilford, Aberdeen, 
Gower, Trevor. Maſbam, 
Strafford, Bathurſt, Briſtol. 
Compton, | L 


Die Mercurii, 17 Fanuarii, 1721. 


A petition of the clergy of London was preſented 
and read, againſt the bill, intitled, An AF for grant- 
ing the people called Quakers, ſuch forms of affirmation 
and declaration as may remove the difficulties which 
many of them lie under. | 5 

And a motion being made that the ſaid Petition 
be rejected; after debate, The queſtion was put, 


whether the ſaid Petition ſhall be rejected? 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſfentient. 


I. D Ecauſe the right of petitioning, in a legal 


manner, to legal purpoſes, does, we appre- 
hend, appertain, by law and uſage, to the free peo- 
ple of this realm; and is as eſſential to the ſubject, 
acting within his due bounds, as the liberty of debate 


is to the conſtitution of Parliament, And this right, 
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as it extends to the petitioning even for the repeal of 
acts now in force, by which the people think them- 
ſelves aggrieved; ſo it juſtifies them yet more, in 
repreſenting their humble ſenſe of any new law, 
while it is under the conſideration of Parliament. 
Nor are the clergy, we preſume, leſs privileged, in 
relation to the exerciſe of this right, than any other 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects: On the contrary, we be- 
lieve them as worthy of enjoying it, and as capable of 
exerting it to wiſe and good ends, as any rank of 
private men in the kingdom. | 


IT. Becauſe the petition rejected, is, in our opinion 
proper, and inoffenſive, both as to the matter, and 
manner of it: Since it partly relates to the peculiar 
rights of the clergy in point of tythes, and partly 
expreſſes their fears, (as we conceive, not altogether 
groundleſs) leſt the ſect of Quakers, already too nu- 


' merous, ſhould by this new indulgence, be greatly 


multiplied z and leſt the honour of religion ſhould 
any ways ſuffer, and the foundations of government 
be ſhaken by what is intended; both which it is the 
articularduty of their function to uphold and ſecure. 
e are not therefore apprehenſive, that it misbecame 
their characters to interpoſe on any of theſe important 
points: And the way in which they have done it, 
muſt ſeem tous free from exception, till ſome paſſage 
in their petition is pitched upon, as obnoxious, and 
—— by the houſe ; which, as yet, hath not been 
one. | 


IIT. Becauſe the petition ſuggeſts a particular grie- 
vance, under which the clergy will ſuffer by this act, 
more than any other order of men; which as it had 
never been obſerved on the debates on the bill, fo was 
allowed to deſerve the conſideration of the houſe. 
And therefore, had there been any other part of their 
petition leſs unexceptionable (as we apprehend there 
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is not) yet we do not think, that it was unreaſonable to 
lay aſide the whole, on that account, and reject what 
was acknowledged fit to be conſidered, for the ſake 
of what was thought improper to be offered, 


IV. Becauſe theclergy of London are not, in gene- 
ral, ſo liberally provided for, but that they have rea- 
ſon, to be watchful in relation to any ſtep that may 
unwarily be taken, towards diminiſhing their main- 
tenance; which we look upon, as not duly propor- 
tioned to their labours, in populous pariſhes, and to 
the various employments given them by infidels, and 
heretics, papiſts, and divers ſects of men diſſenting 
from the Church eſtabliſhed by law, with which this 
metropolis is known to abound. And as their ſitua- 
tion gives them near opportunities of obſerving and 
knowing what may be ſtirred in Parliament, to the 
prejudice of their order; ſo we cannot but think, 
that it becomes them to make uſe of that advantage, 
in behalf of their diſtant brethren, as often as need 
ſhall require; eſpecially at a time, when the repre- 
ſentatives of the clergy are not attending in convoca- 
tion, and in a readineſs to exert their known right of 


| applying to the legiſlature on all ſuch occaſions, 


V. Becauſe the London clergy, from whence the 
petition came, are, in our opinion, and have been 
always eſteemed, of great conſideration, with ref 


to their extenſive influence, and their ability to be 


ſerviceable to the ſtate in important conjunctures. 


From this body of men have proceeded many of the 
moſt eminent lights of the church, and ornaments of 


the biſhops bench, eſpecially ſince the revolution; 


and, in the reign preceding it, their never-to-be-for- 


gotten labours put a ſtop to the torrent of Popery, 


then ready to overflow us. On which, and many 
other accounts, we cannot but wiſh, that the appli- 


cations at any time made to this houſe by the city 


3 clergy, 
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clergy, might be received with regard and tender- 
neſs; and a more than ordinary indulgence allowed 
them, at a time, when ſo great favours are about 
to be beſtowed on the profeſſed oppugners of their 


function aad maintenance. 


VI. Becauſe by experience we find, that the t treat- 
ing, in this manner, a petition from any great and 
conſiderable body of men, is not the beſt way to al- 
lay the jealouſies, and extinguiſh the uneaſineſs that 
occaſioned it; a very contrary effect having fol- 


lowed (according to the beſt of our obſer vation) 


from the rejecting a petition lately offered by the 
city of London. And the oftener ſuch inſtances are 
repeated, the more, we fear, the diſaſſect ion of the 
. will increaſe; who thinking themſelves under 


hardſhips from which they deſire to be relieved, may 


look upon it as a new, and yet greater hardſhip, 
not to be heard. And though the modeſt and duti- 


ful demeanor of the clergy ſhould no ways contri- 


bute to theſe conſequences, yet we know not how far 
this may be the caſe, with reſpe ct to their flocks; 


to whom their perſons and characters are dear, and 
who may therefore be induced, by the reverence they 
bear to their paſtors, to expreſs as much concern on 
their account, as they would on their own. For 
which reaſon it was our earneſt deſire, that this ſe- 


cond, and in our opinion, dangerous e N 
might not have been made. 


V. Ebor. Strafford, Guilford, 
Weſton, E. of Arran, Foley, Cooper, 
Uxbridge, North and Grey, Aberdeen, 
Scarſdale, Gower, Bathurſt, 
Compton, Trevor, Montjoy,V.WWind, 
Briſtol, Bingley, F. Roffen. 
Coninggby, Bb J. de Bletſoe, 
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Die Veneris, 19 Fanuarii, 1721. 


Hodie tertia vice lecta eſt Billa, intitled, An AF for 
granting the people called Quakers, ſuch forms of af- 
firmation, and declaration, as may remove the diff;- 
culties which many of them lie under, 


The queſtion was put, Whether this bill ſhall 
paſs ? 


It was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Diſſentient, 
W. Cant. Jo. Oxon. | 

I. D Ecauſe the privileges allowed by this bill to 

the Quaters, are without example, and no 
ways proportioned to the ſteps formerly taken to- 
wards a gradual indulgence of them. For, whereas 
they have been hitherto under the real obligation of 
an oath, tho? diſpenſed with as to ſome formalities, 
with reſpect to the manner of wording, and taking 
it, they are now altogether releaſed both from the 
form and ſubſtance of an oath, and admitted to pro- 


feſs fidelity, and give teſtimony upon their ſimple 


affirmation : Nor are theſe great privileges indul- 
ed to them (as the leſs were) from time to time, and 
y degrees, but are at once made perpetual, 


IT. Becaufe we look upon the Quakers, who re- 
ject the two ſacraments of Chriſt, and are, as far as 
they ſo do, unworthy of the name of Chriſtians, to 
be on that account, unworthy alſo of receiving ſuch 


diſtinguiſhing marks of favour. 8 


III. Becauſe the Quakers, as they renounce the in- 
ſtitutions of Chriſt, ſo have not given even the evi- 
dence by law required, of their belief of his Divini- 
ty: It no ways appearing 3 us (nor, do we believe 

| | it 
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ic can be made appear) that ever ſince they were firſt 


indulged ULI W. and M. one Quaker, in a hundred, 


hath ſubſcribed the profeſſion of Chriſtian belief, direct- 
ed by that act; nor could we, upon a motion made 


in the houſe, prevail, that they ſhould even now be 


obliged by ſuch previous ſubſcription, to intitle them- 
ſelves to the new and extraordinary favours defigned 
them. The conſequence of which muſt, in our opi- 
nion, be, That they will encourage themſelves yet 


farther in their averſion to ſubſcribe that profeſſion. 
of. Chriſtian belief ; which they ſeem more to de- 


cline than even the taking of an oath ; fince great 
numbers of them have ſworn, tho? very few have ſub- 
ſcribed that profeſſion. Nor are we without appre- 
henſions, that it may reflect ſome diſhonour on the 
Chriſtian faith, if the evidence given by ſuch perſons 
on their bare word, ſhall by law, be judged of e- 
qual credit with the ſolemn oath of an acknowledg- 
ed Chriftian, and ſincere member of the eſtabliſhed 
communion. | | 


Iv. Becauſe we look upon it as highly unreaſon- 


able, that, in a kingdom, where the Nobles, the 


Clergy, and Commons are obliged to ſwear fealty 
ro the crown, and even the Sovereign himſelf takes 
an oath at his coronation ;z a particular ſect of men, 
who refuſe to ſerve the ſtate, either as civil officers 
or ſoldiers, ſhould be intirely releafed from that ob- 
ligation : Since *cis natural to expect, that perſons 
thus indulged, as to the manner of profeſſing, and 
the meaſures of performing their allegiance, ſhould 
by degrees be induced totally to withdraw it, til 
they become as bad ſubjects as Chriſtians. 


V. Becauſe tho? ſuch extraordinary privileges, are 
allowed to the ſect of Quakers by this bill, yet there 
is no mark or teſt, preſcribed by it, or by any other 
act, by which it may be certainly known, who are 
Quakers, and conſequently who are, or are not _ 
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tled to thoſe privileges. From whence this incon- 
Quakers, 


name, on purpoſe to be releaſed from the obligations 
of oaths; it not being, we conceive, in the power of 
the magiſtrate, as this bill ſtands, to oblige any per- 
ſon to take an oath, who, at the time of tendring 
it, ſhall profeſs himſelf a Quaker : So that the con- 
ceſſion now made to that ſect, may prove a great 
inlet to hypocriſy and falſhood, and will naturally 
tend towards increaſing their numbers; which, we 
rather wiſh, may be every day diminiſhed. 


VI. Becauſe we do not apprehend that the Qua- 
kers, as a ſe, are really under ſuch ſcruples in point 
of an oath, that it is neceſſary to eaſe them by ſuch 
an act; few of them having, for five and twenty 
years paſt, ſince their ſolemn affirmation (equivalent 
to an oath) was enacted, ever refuſed to comply with 
it: And, ſhould this have now and then happened, 


yet, when the great body of any ſort of ſectaries 


are at eaſe in their conſciences, the ſcruples of a few, 
we think, ought not to be regarded ; eſpecially if 


continuing the law now in force will probably ex- 


tinguiſh thoſe ſcruples, and the repeal of it will cer- 
tainly give new life and ſtrength to them. 


VII. Becauſe the ſecurity of the ſubjects property, 
which depends upon teſtimony, ſeems to us to be leſ- 


ſened by this act; the reverence of an oath having 


been always obſerved to operate farther towards the 


diſcovery of truth, than any other leſs ſolemn form 


of aſſeveration. Nor can the Quakers be excepted in 


this caſe z whoſe awful apprehenſions of an oath ap- 
pear, from their earneſt endeavours to decline it: 


And therefore, where the payment of tythes, by 


them held to be ſinful, is concerned, they will have 
rouge inducements to diſguiſe the truth, in what 
they ſimply affirm, rather 8 wound their conſcien- 
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ces and credit, by contributing towards the ſupport 
of ſuch an antichriſtian payment. In other caſes of 
property, their intereſt only will claſh with their ve- 
racity 3 but the double motive of intereſt and conſci- 
ence will influence them with reſpect to the clergy ; 
whoſe calling, and maintenance, they equally con- 


VIII. Becauſe the inducement, mentioned in the 


bill, towards granting the Quakers theſe favours, 


That they are well affected to the government (a po- 
ſition, of which we have ſome doubt) might we ap- 
prehend be improved into a reaſon for granting like 
favours to Deiſts Arians, Fews, and even to Hea- 
thens themſelves ; all of which may poſſibly be, as 
ſome of them certainly are, friends to the govern- 
ment. However their friendſhip, we preſume, 
would be cultivated' at too great an expence, if, for 


_ the ſake of it, any thing ſhould be done by the legi- 


ſlature, which might weaken the ſecurity of all go- 


vernments, an oath ; and, by that means, do more 


miſchief to the ſtate, in one reſpect, than it brought 
advantage in another. And we the rather thus chuſe 
to reaſon, becauſe an argument was urged in the de- 
bate and no ways diſallowed, that if Heathens 
themſelves were equally of uſe to the ſtate, as the 
Comm are, they ought alſo equally by law to be 


indulged : Whereas our firm perſuaſion is, That, 


as no man ſhould be perſecuted for his opinions in 
religion ; ſo neither ſhould any man, who is known 
to avow principles deſtructive of Chriſtianity, how- 
ever uſeful he may otherwiſe be to the ſtate, be en- 


couraged by a law, purpofely made in his favour, to 
continue in thoſe principles. 


72 Ebor. Strafford, Aberdeen, 
F. Roffen. F. Ceſtriens. Trevor, 
Gower, _ St. Jobn of Bletfoe, Compton. 


Montjoy, Vll, indſor, Salisbury, 
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Die Jovis, 25 Fanu. 1721. 


The order of the day (for the houſe, to be in a 
committee, to take into farther conſideration the 
cauſes of contracting ſo large a navy debt, and the 


inſtruction of the ſaid committee, That they do in 
the firſt place conſider of the occaſion of that part of 


the ſaid debt, which ariſes, from having employed 
more men in the ſea ſervice, in any year, than were 
provided for by Parliament, for ſuch year, and for 


the not paying off all the ſeamen at winter) being 


called for, 


A motion was made, and the queſtion was put, 
That authentic copies of the ſeveral treaties, inſtruc- 
tions, and orders relating to the Britiſh ſquadrons being 
ſent into the Baltic for ſeveral years laſt paſt, be laid 
before this houſe, That the true occaſion of that part of 
the Navy Debt, which the committee is inſtructed to 
conſider in the firft place, may the better appear, as al- 
fo that the Act of Settlement has not been infringed, 
by thoſe ſeveral Northern expeditions. 


Content 23. | = EY 9 
Not Content 60. It was reſolved in the negative. 


Diſſentien? 


1. TD Ecauſe it being now admitted by the houſe, 


in the inſtruction given to the Committee, 


that the Navy Debt was increaſed, by employing 
more men in the ſea ſervice than were provided for 
by Parliament, and by not paying them off in the 


winter, the intention of the houſe in that inſtruction 
muſt, in our opinion, manifeſtly be, to direct the 
committee to inquire into the true occaſion and rea- 
ſonableneſs of theſe ſervices, by which the navy debt 
was increaſed ; and that end could not, we think,any 
ways be attained, without a ſight of thoſe era 
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inſtructions and orders, upon which thoſe ſervices 


were founded; fince the conſidering the occaſion of 


an extraordinary acknowledged a! 5s muſt, we 


conceive, imply an inquiry into the true cauſes for 
which ſuch an expence was made. We did, there. 
fore, think it neceſſary, to deſire copies of the trea- 
ties, inſtructions, and orders relating to the ſeveral 
Baltic expeditions, becauſe without them we could 
not poſlibly learn. the true reaſon of thoſe expedi- 
tions; and it ſeemed to us incongruous, that the 
houſe ſhould direct an inquiry, and not contribute to 
it by directing alſo thoſe materials to be laid before 
the committee, which alone could render ſuch an in- 


quiry effectual, 


2. Becauſe the want of ſuch authentic papers and 


Inſtruments, could, no ways, we think, be ſupplied 


by any verbal repreſentations, that might be made 
by lords in the miniſtry, as facts occurred to their 
memory in the debate; this being no ſufficient foun- 
dation for any Parliamentary inquiry, much leſs for 
ſuch a one as tends to approve, excuſe, or blame the 
meaſures of thoſe in power; ſince we cannot think it 
ſuitable, either to the rules of reaſon, or the dignity 
of Parliaments, to proceed to reſolutions relating to 
the conduct of miniſters, upon facts ſtated by the 
miniſters themſelves, 8 38 


3. Becauſe motians for ſuch papers and inftru- | 


ments have been frequently made and complied with; 
nor hath any ſuch motion ever (as far as we can 
learn) *till of late, been refuſed : The only paper 
included in the general motion, that we thought any 
ways doubtful whether we ſhould obtain, was the 
Lord Carteret's inſtructions, which was moved for 
before in this ſeſſion without ſucceſs ; However, we 
had hopes of prevailing even for a ſight of that pa- 
per, when it became neceſſary, as we apprehend, t 
| | rn, qualify 
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qualify the committee of the whole houſe, to do the 
work appointed by the houſe. 


4. Becauſe the great increaſe of the navy debt a- 
roſe from the frequent ſending of ſtrong ſquadrons to 
the Baltick, and continuing them there at ſeaſons of 
the year, when the Britiſb Fleet has ſeldom been 
known to have been employed ſo far from home, and 
in fo rugged a climate ; and therefore we thought it 
reaſonable to expect the fulleſt ſatisfaction in our in- 
quiries into the grounds of expeditions, which had 


been carried on in ſo unuſual, expenſive and hazar- 


dous a mannner; which the more extraordinary they 
were, the more they needed, in every reſpect, to be 


cleared and juſtified; that the miſapprehenſions pre- 


vailing without doors, in relation to thoſe Northern 
expeditions, might be xectified, and ſuch precedents 
might not remain, without the reaſons on which 
they were founded; Whereas we are now apprehen- 
five, that any reſolutions on this head, may loſe 
much of their weight and influence, ſhould they be 


known to have been framed upon facts barely aſſert- 


ed by miniſters, without evidence of any ſort to 
prove the truth of thoſe facts. | 


5. Becauſe one view we had, in our motion for 
thoſe papers, was to ſatisfy ourſelves and others, that 
the act of ſettlement had been no way infringed by 
thoſe Northern expeditions, a point of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence to the preſent eſtabliſnment, and on which 


therefore all our care and circumſpection ought to be 


employed. Tis the birth- right of the Peerage, as to 
concur in the enacting all laws, ſo to inquire into 
the obſervation of them ; and the more momentous 
the law is, the more it becomes us to conſider, how 
far it hath, or hath not been violated : And the great 
inducement to our enquiry into the obſervation of 
that law, was the jealouſy entertained (as we conceive) 


on that head, by many of his majeſty's good ſubjects, 


obſerving 
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obſerving, that the war in the North, ended, at laſt, 
in a peace, which ſtripped Sweden of all its beſt pro- 
vinces, and confirmed the acquiſition of them to the 
feveral Northern powers concerned, without any par- 
ticular advantage, that we hear of, ſtipulated in be- 
half of Great-Britain, beſides that of a new guarantee 
for the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. A ſight of the ſaid 
treaties, inſtructions, and orders, might perhaps have 
diſpelled theſe apprehenſions, and therefore we 
thought it our duty to move for them, and to expreſs 
our concern, that ſuch a motion was over-ruled ; for 
we cannot think the argument ufed to diſcourage us 
from inſiſting on that motion, [That it amounted to 
an inquiry, Whether the King had broke his coronation 
oath ?] was conſiſtent with the freedom of Parlia- 
ment, or agreeable to the known rules of our con- 
{titution, which free the crown from all blame, and 
fuppoſe thoſe only, who gave pernicious counſels, 
anſwer 1ble for the fatal eſſects of them. 


V. Ebor. | Strafford, Gower, 

Cowper, Briſtol, F. Ceſtrien. 

Trevor, Aylesford, Aberdeen, 

North and Grey, Guilford, Foley, 

Weſton, Boyle, St. Fohn de Bleiſoe, 

Compton, F. Roffen. Montjoy. 
Uxbridge, Bathurſt, | 

Bingley, Scarſdale, 


Then the houſe (according to order) was adjourn- 


ed during pleaſure, and put into the ſaid committee; 
and after ſome time ſpent therein, the houſe was re- 
ſumed, and the Earl of Clarendon reported from the 
committee, That they had come to two teſolutions, 
which hc was directed to report, when the houſe will 
pleaſe to receive the ſame. Ordered, That the re- 


port be now received: His Lordſhip accordingly 


reported the following reſolutions, viz. 


— 


That 


it 


A. 122. DEBATES. 
That it is the opinion of this committee, That the 
employing great numbers of ſeamen, for ſeveral 


years laſt paſt, more than were provided for by Par- 
lament, and thereby increaſing the debt of the na- 


vy, was occaſioned by ſervices, which either were 
purſuant to the previous advice, or had the ſubſe- 


quent be e of one or both houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and which were alſo neceſſary for the ſafety of 
the kingdom, and the tranquility of Europe. 


That it is the opinion of this committee, That the 
nature of the ſaid ſervices neceſſarily requiring ſome 
of his Majeſty's ſquadrons to be kept out the whole 
year, and detaining others abroad, 'till the months of 
November or December; and it being requiſite to fit 
out the ſaid ſquadrons in the month of February, or 
the beginning of March, in order to their failing ear- 
ly in the ſpring, the paying them off upon their re- 
turn was inconſiſtent with the due performance of 
thoſe ſervices ; nor could the ſaving (if any) by ſuch 
payment, have, in any degree, made amends for the 
ill conſequences which muſt thereby have ariſen, from 
the diſappointment to the ſer vice. 


Which reſolutions were read by the clerk : And 
the firſt reſolution being read a ſecond time, the que- 


ſtion was put, Whether to agree with the commit- 
tee in this reſolution ? | 


0 


2 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſentient. 


1. D Ecauſe this reſolution ſeems to claſh with the 

inſtruction from whence it ſprung, which was 
to conſider the occaſion of the increaſe of the navy 
debt, that aroſe from employing more men in the 
ſea ſervice than were provided tor by Parliament : 
Whereas, from the reſolution, it appears only, that 
the ſeryices occaſioned the debt, not what real occa- 


ſion. 
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ſion or reaſon there was for thoſe ſervices, which yet 


was the point we ſuppoſe, chiefly in view, and moſt 
worthy a Parliamentary inquiry. 


2. Becauſe thoſe ſervices are in this reſolution, 
ſuppoſed to be juſtified by the previous advice, or ſub- 
ſequent approbation of one or both houſes of Par- 
liament. Whereas it did not any ways appear to us, 
that either houſe of Parliament had previouſly ad- 
viſed, or ſubſequently approved ſuch ſervices, tho 


the vouchers in that reſpect were often and earneſtly 


required : Nor doth it appear to us, how that affer- 
tion is waranted, either by general expreſſions in votes 
and addreſſes, or by a ſtate of the navy debt com- 
municated every year to the Parliament : and there- 
fore being ſtill in the dark, as to the evidence 
pointed at, we could wiſh, that the growth of the 
navy debt had been explained and juſtified, by an in- 
quiry into the ends and reaſons for which it was con- 
tracted, But this way not being taken, nor being 
poſſible to be taken, till the treaties, inſtructions, 


and orders requiſite to this purpoſe were produced, 


we know not in what ſenſe, either thoſe ſea ſervices, 
or that great navy debt they cauſed, may be ſaid to 
have been approved by this or the other houſe of 
Parliament. 


3. Becauſe had we been duly informed of the 
true motives upon which theſe ſervices were under- 
taken, and thereby enabled to judge of their reaſon- 


ableneſs (as we think we in no degree were) yet, 


ſtil] we muſt be of opinion, that thoſe conſiderations; 
how important ſoever, would not have juſtified the 
exceeding the number of men aſked of, and allowed 
by Parliament, which nothing but abſolute and un- 
foreſeen neceſſity can ever excuſe : Whereas the oc- 
caſion of theſe extraordinary expences were foreſeen 1 
and the fleets were ſent out for many years ſucceſ- 
ſively, ſitting the Parliament, without any previous 

| demands 
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demands made of ſuch ſupplies as were proportion- 
ed to the expence intended; and we are farther of 
opinion, that whenever ſuch a debt is unavoidably 
incurred, it ſnould be ſpecially ſtated to the Parlia- 
ment, together with the neceſſity that occaſioned it, 
at their next aſſembling, that the excuſe may be then 
either allowed or cenſured, and the exceedings pro- 
vided for in time, inſtead of being ſuffered to run on 
for many years together, till an inſupportable debt 
is contracted, without any other notice taken of the 
reaſons of its growth, and the laying annually a ge- 
neral ſtate of the debt on the table of the houſe of 
Commons. This we conceive to have been the caſc 
and if it be, do not err, we think, in affirming, 
That had the ſervices appeared to have been neceſſa- 


ry, yet this manner of increaſing the debt would not 
have been waranted, 


4. Neither can we comprehend how the ſafety of 
the kingdom depended upon thoſe extraordinary ſer- 
vices, ſome of which were performed in the Medi- 
terranean, others in the Baltic, againſt powers not at 
enmity with Great- Britain, whole friendſhip (it ſeems 


to us) we ſhould rather have cultivated, and whoſe 
reſentments we had, and ſtill have (we fear) reaſon 


to apprehend, We cannot but think it the true in- 
tereſt of Great-Britain, to intermeddle, as little as 


poſſible, in the quarrels of Europe, and then by our 


good offices chiefly without declaring any reſolution 


| to ſupport our mediation by force, or making our- 


ſelves either principals or parties in wars that do not 
immediately concern us. We look upon our navy 
(the natural ſecurity of our iſland) as too much ha- 
zarded, and ſome chief branches of our trade, as 


highly endangered by the conſequences of thoſe re- 


mote expeditions : Nor are we yet ſatisfied, that the 
peace by us mediated, and concluded in the North, 
hath not made the proviſion of naval ſtores for our 
fleet, more precarious than formerly, though * _ 
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ſingle article, the ſafety of the kingdom may poſſibly 
depend. Nor can we judge the preſent tranquility 
likely to laſt, ſince, after all our expence, the late 
Northern peace has reduced Sweden ſo low, and left 
the Czar in poſſeſſion of ſuch provinces, as may 
render him very formidable ;and what matters may 
ſtill remain unadjuſted in treaties, whereby the pre- 
ſent tranquility may ſoon be diſturbed, we cannot 


determine, ſince we have not been indulged in our 


deſire of inſpecting thoſe treaties, 


W. Ebor. Strafford, Scarſdale, 
Cowper, Briſtol, Gower, 
Trevor, Avylesford, Fr. Ceſtrien, 
North and Grey, e N Aberdeen, 
Weſton, E. of Boyle, E. of Foley, 
Arran, Orrery, S. John de 
Compton, Fr. Roffen. Pleiſoe, 
Uxbridge, Bathurſt, Bingley. 


The other reſolution being read a ſecond time, the 
queſtion was put, Whether to agree with the com- 
mittee in this reſolution ? | | 

It was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Diſſentient. . | 
1. JD Ecauſe that part of the queſtion which con- 
B cerns ſuch of his Majeſty's ſhips, as are ſaid, 


but not proved, to have been neceſſarily kept our 


the whole year, has not the leaſt relation, as we con- 
eive, to any thing that has yet been objected to, 
hich was, the not paying ſnips that came home be- 
fore winter, and ought by the ancient uſage of the 
navy to have been paid off; and therefore, we can- 
not but think it was very improperly made part of 


the queſtion. 99 


2. Becauſe it being admitted in the queſtion, that 
the ancient uſage of the navy. was, that all 3 
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when they returned home from their ſeveral voyages, 
ſhould nor be kept in pay during the winter (as was 
the caſe of the late Baltic ſquadrons for ſome years 
paſt) and it not having been made appear, (as we 
think) 1n a parliamentary way, that by any treaty. 
with Sweden it was neceſſary to ſend ſhips ſooner in 
any year, than might have been conſiſtent with the 
ſaid . uſage, we are of opinion, that the reſo- 
lution will encourage the practice complained of, and 
will greatly contribute to make fleets (ſo much the 
honour and ſecurity of this kingdom) too chargeable 
to be ſupported. 4 


3. Becauſe we cannot but be ſurprized, there ſnould 


be the leaſt doubt, as in the queſtion, whether any 
money might have been ſaved by paying off the 
men, when it appears by a paper upon the table, 
that ſeveral ſhips companies, amounting to many 


thouſands of men, have been kept in pay, during the - 


winter; which expence, we cannot but think, ought 
to have been avoided, it appearing from other papers 
and repreſentations upon the table, that by paying 
the men off, more than five parts in fix of the whole 
charge of thoſe men, during the winter, had been 


ſaved to the public. 


| * | 
4. Becauſe a reſolution of this houſe, that ſeems 


to countenance a practice of this ſort, (at a time when 


every way of getting money at the expence of the 
public, does not ſeem to be leſs in people's thoughts 


than formerly) may probably encourage thoſe, wha 


ſhall have opportunity in future times, too readily to 


contribute towards the increaſe of navy debts, tho” 


they are attended with ſo many ill conſequences, that 
his Majeſty, in a moſt gracious ſpeech from the 
throne, has very lately been pleaſed to ſay, they do 


not only affect all public credit, but greatly increaſe 


the charge and expence of the current ſervice, and. 


are, of all others, the moſt heavy and burthenſome. 
Vol. VIII, FP | W. Ebor. 
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V. Ebor. Strafford, Scarſdale, 
Cowper, Briſtol, Gower, 
Trevor, Auylesford, F. Ceſtrien, 
North and Grey, Guilford, Aberdeen, 
Weſton, E. of Boyle E. of Foley, 
Arran, Orrery, St. John de 
Compton, F. Roffem Bletfae. 


On Thurſday the 1ſt of February, the Lords, in a 
grand Committee, refumed the conſideration of the 
navy debt ; and the debate was opened by the Earl 
of Uxbridge's moving that ſome accounts and orders, 
relating to the victualling when the fleets were in the 
Baltic and Mediterranean, might be read. After the 
reading of ſome of thoſe papers, his Lordſhip, re- 


| fuming his ſpeech, endeavoured to ſhew, That one 


< occaſion of the increaſe of the navy debt, was the 
« ſhips being victualled abroad, by the commanders, 
and not by the proper officers of the Victualling- 
office, who, are cheques upon one another; where- 
as the other way there might be great abuſes, by 
© commanders charging more to the government 
© for the proviſions, than they really coſt. The Lord 
Torrington, think ing himſelf reflected upon, as he 
was commander in chief in the Mediterranean, en- 
deavoured to juſtify himſelf from any imputation of 
that nature, and among other things alledged; That 


proviſions were much dearer there than in England; 


< that it was impoſlible to carry ſuch quantities from 
* hence, as would ſerve for any long time; and 
+ therefore they are obliged to buy then there atany 
© rate.* His Lordftfip was ſupported by the Lord 
Viſcount Townſhend, and the Earl of Hay; and tho 
the Earl 'Cowper, the Lord Bathurſt," the Earl of 
Strafford, and the Earl Coningsby, back'd the Earl of 
Uxbridge, yet the queſtion was put, That the viltual- 
ling bis Majeſty's ids by any other, than the val, 


| appointed for that ſervice; or-their" agents; is contrary 
70 the courſe of the navy,and ty can etbaytbr prope 
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chegues, is one great cauſe of contracting ſo large a 
navy debt ? bark was reſo] ved inthe negative, 9 


out dividing: Several Lords entered the following 
proteſt; 525 


Diſſentient. | 

I. D Ecauſe it being, unqueſtionably, the ancient 
D courlſe of the navy to victual all his Majeſ- 
ty's ſhips, above ſixth rates, by the commiſſioners of 
the victualling or their agents, unleſs in caſe of ne- 
ceſſity, and it appearing to us, by a paper returned 
before this houſe, from the Victualling- office, that 


many ſhips, and ſquadrons of ſhips, have been of late 


years victualled by the commanders, very few of which 
were ſo victualled by any order; and among thoſe 


many inſtances, a few only were excuſed, becauſe of 


there being no agents for the Victualling- office, nor 
any ſtores in the places where the ſhips then were; 


We think it reaſonable to conclude, that all the ſeve- 


ral victuallings in the ſaid paper contained being 
much the greater number, which were neither excuſed 
therein, nor ſaid to be ordered, were ſo provided 
without any order or excuſe whatſoever, and, conſe- 
quently, were a needleſs breach of the ſaid good 
courſe of the navy; and by taking away the proper 


checque made to ſave the public money, muſt, in 


our opinion, neceſſarily have been one of the occa- 
ions of the increaſe of the navy debt. 


90 In. Wo cannot but ere that if the ſaid excuſe 


had (in the paper above-mentioned) been applied to 
all the ſeveral inſtances there, of victualling, in a man- 
ner, contrary to the courſe of the navy, yet it had 
been inſuſſicient, ſince it is not alledged, that agents 
for the vietualling, and ſtores, might not have been 
timely had in the place were the ſhips were victu- 
alled, if due notice had been given to the commiſ- 
ſioners of the yictualling, and proper precautions and 
endeavours had been ad to that ee. 15 
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III. We cannot but think, that carrying this 
queſtion in the negative, will undoubtedly, encourage 
this breach of the courſe of the navy, as it is acknow- 
ledged to be, and in conſequence, put into the 
power of every admiral, or commander in chief of 
any ſquadron, and every commander of a particular 
ſhip, not only to furniſh ſuch proviſions both in quan- 
tity and quality, as they ſhall think fit, but by let- 
ting the men go on ſhore, when in port, on pretence 
of ſupplying proviſions, leave a charge on the pub- 
lic for want of the proper cheque, tho? to the detri- 
ment of the ſea-ſervice | 


I V. Becauſe by this leave given to the commanders, 
on the head of the victualling, they have it in their 
power (through the want of the ſaid true and ancient 
cheque)'to bring a very-great charge upon the head 
of wages which muſt undoubtedly, as we apprehend, 
occaſion a great waſte of the public Treaſure, and 
conſequently an increaſe of the navy debt. 


V. Becauſe we think, that to ſuppoſe the com- 
mander of any ſquadron or ſhip, will not, when it is 
fo entirely in his power, do what ſhall be for his in- 
tereſt, is to believe him leſs inclined to his intereſt, 
than the generality of his fellow ſubjects on ſhore. 


V. Becauſe, we believe, this houſe will not diſ- 
courage taking away proper cheques, *till proof had, 
(as urged in the debate) of what had been got by in- 
dividuals, for want of thoſe cheques 3 the delay and 
difficulties attending ſuch an inquiry, will, probably, 
hinder any diſcouragement being given of ſuch prac- 
tices, which are allowed to be contrary to the ſtand- 
ing inſtructions to the commiſſiouers of the victual- 
ling, and to the commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips. 


V. Ebor. 
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W. Ebor. Scarſdale, Strafford, 
Litchfield, Briſtol, Guilford, 
North and Grey, Boyle, Ft. F. de Bleiſoe, 
Trevor, Hhlesford, Craven, 
Compton, Uxbridge, Cowper. 
Bingley, Bathurſt, | 


next, and like to be choſen. While this matter was 
debating, the Lord Chancellor came in, and, to 
excuſe himſelf, ſaid, He bad been attending the ca- 
binet council at St. James's, and that they were but 
juſt up : Several Lords would not admit of that 
excuſe, and ſuggeſted, That the houſe of Peers, 
being the greateſt council in the kingdom, to 
6 —— N 

© ought not to be made to wait on any account z? 
and therefore moved, that, in order to ſhew 
their reſentment, the houſe ſhould adjourn to the 
Monday following; but the queſtion being put 
thereupon, it was carried in the negative, by forty 
nine voices againſt thirty one. Hereupon two 
and twenty Peers entered the following proteſt. 


„ +, £5 


1 all other councils ought to give way, 
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Die Sabbati, 3 Februarii, 1721, 


A motion was made to adjourn, The queſtion 
was put, whether this houſe ſhall be now adjourn. 
ed *rill Monday morning next, eleven o* clock. 

It was reſolved in the negative. ; 


Content 31, 
Not Content 49. 


Diſſentient. 


I. D Ecauſe the houſe ſanding adjourned to this. 


day at eleven o clock, and a great num- 


ber of Lords being met, and expecting the com- 


ing of their Speaker till near three o' clock; they 
ſeemed to us generally to reſent this uſage, and 
without any diſſent, as we could perceive, proceed- 
ed, according to the ſtanding order of the houſe, 
towards chuſing a Speaker; but meeting with ſome 
difficulties as to the perſons nominated, the Lord 
Chancellor came, before any choice was made, and, 
as ſoon as the houſe was ſat, the Lord Chancellor 
alledged, as the reaſon of his long abſence, that 
he had been ſummoned to attend his Majeſty at 
St. James's, where the buſineſs had laſted much 
longer than was expected, which excuſe, tho' it 
might in great meaſure, free the Lord Chancel- 
lor from the imputation of wilful neglect of duty, 


yet ſeems, to us, in no degree to juſtify the in- 


dignity, which we think was, upon the whole 
matter, done to the houſe, which is undoubtedly 
the greateſt council in the kingdom, to which all 
other councils ought to give way, and not that to 
any other; “and therefore the buſineſs of any 
other council ought not to have detained the Speak- 
er of this houſe, after the hour appointed for its 


„Here is @ various reading, viz. Aper the words and not that to any 
other, that, eſpecially to a council the law and conſtitutien know not, 
and therefore the bufineſs of that council, of all ethers, gi not, Tc, 


meeting; 
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meeting; and during the time of the day, the 
houſe has uſually, of late, ſpent in buſineſs; and 
therefore, we thought, the leaſt reſentment the houſe 

could ſnew, on this occaſion, to prevent its being 

| uſed ſo for the future, was to adjourn without enter- 

ing on any buſineſs, and this the rather, becauſe we 

foreſaw it could not obſtruct any public affairs, ſince 
the time was ſo far ſpent as that no buſineſs of con- 
ſequence could have been gone thro', with effect, 

tho entered upon. e 


II. As we may venture to ſay, that the dignity 
of this houſe has not been, of late years, increaſ- 
ed, ſo we are unwilling, that any thing we con- 
ceive to be a groſs neglect ot it, ſhould paſs with- 6 
out ſome note on our records, that we were ſenſible | 

of ſuch neglect, and did not approve it, which, we | 
thought, would have been, in ſome meaſure, at- 
tained by an immediate adjournment. Nor was 
any other method propoſed, and ſince that could 
not be effected, we enter this diſſent with our rea- 
fons, that it may appear to poſterity, we were zea- 
lous to withſtand, in the manner propoſed, the far- | 
ther progreſs of a practice ſo injurious, as we con- 4 
ceive, to the honour and authority of this /4- 
, preme council. | | 


m 2 7 1 R8VÞ Kew (D we 


Somerſet, , Orrery, North and Grey, 
or. Aſßbburnbam, Compton, 

1 Uxbridge, Aberdeen, Bingley, 

1 Montjoy, Vic. Osborne, Briftol, 

j Vindſor, Strafford, Bathurſt, 

. Weſton, E. of Guilford, Maynard, 

7 Arran, —- Foley, F. Ceſtriens, 

4 LTitehſield, Cowper, Craven, | 

5 Boyle, Earl of Scarſdale, St. Jobn de Bletfoe. 


y The Lords having ſpent three or four ſittings 
, on the bills ſent up to them by the Commons, 
z 5 e P 4 | their 
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| their Lordſhips, on Saturday the roth of February, 
conſidered in a grand Committee, the Bill to en- 

able his Majeſty to reſtrain any of bis fubjefts from 
building ſhips for foreigners. Hereupon the Lord 

Debate a= Harcourt propoſed, that a clauſe might be added, 
bourthebill for excepting ſhips that carried not above 20 guns 


the building and 36 men: He was ſeconded by the Duke of 
urs oh gy Argyle, and ſupported by the Lord Carteret, the 
Lord Carleton, the Lord Viſcount Townſhend, and 
the Earl of Scarborough ; but being oppoſed by 
the Earls Cowper and Straſford, the debate was 
adjourned to the 14th of that month. = 

That day the Lords went again, in a grand 
Committee, upon the ſaid bill, and the Earl Cow 
per moved, That in the firſt clauſe theſe words 
might be added, viz. Ships of 400 tuns and up- 
wards, and 30 men; but this being ſtrenuouſly op- 
poſed by the Lord Townfhend, ſupported by the 
whole weight of the court party, after a long de- 
bate, the ſaid addition was rejected, without di- 
vi ling; and the farther conſideration. of that bill 
was adjourned to the Tueſday following, (Feb. 20.) 


when it was likewiſe reſolved to conſider the ſtate. 


of the debts of the nation. | 

The day before (February 13.) the Lords read 
a ſecond time the bill (commonly known by the 
name of Mr. Hutcheſon's bill) for the better ſe- 
curing the freedom of elections of members 10 ſerve 
for the commons in parliament; and for tbe bei- 


ter aſcertaining their qualification as to their ef 


zates, The lord Chancellor having, as uſual, 


defired to know the pleaſure of the houſe, whe- 
Debates du ther the ſaid bil] be committed; the Earl of 
for ſecuring Sunderland ſtood up, and endeavoured to ſhew, 
tle ein The impoſſibility of ſeveral clauſes in that bill 


© moſt innocent perſons to the guilt of perjury :* 


He was anſwered. by the Lord North and Grey, 


who was ſeconded and backed by the Lord 7 * 
1 | n the 


being put in execution, without expoſing the 
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votes, wiz, 48 againſt 30. Hereupon ſeveral Lords pre- 


the Biſhop of Rocheſter, and the Earl of Straf- 


ford: But the Earl of Sunderland replied to them, 


and being ſupported by the Lord Townfhend, and 

the Duke of Argyle, who ſpoke ſeveral times, the 

queftion for committing the bill being put, was The bine 
carried in the negative by 48 voices againſt 30. jetted. , 
Then another motion was made, and the queſtion 
put, that the ſaid bill be rejected, which was car- 
ried in the affirmative by the ſame majority of ,, 


Lords entered the following proteſt, viz. 3 


Die Marlis, 13 Februarii, 1921. 


Jodie 22 vice lecta eft billa. An act for the bet- 
ter ſecuring the freedom of elections of members ; 


to ſerve for the Commons in Parliament. | 1 


And a motion being made, that the ſaid bill be 
committed, and the ſame being objected to, af- 
ter debate, the queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid 
bill ſhall be committed? It was reſolved in the ne- 
gative. Then the queſtion was put, Yhether the 
faid bill ſhall be rejected? | 

It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſentient. Somerſet. 


7 - Ecauſe the methods of corruption, made 


uſe of in elections, and now grown to an 
height beyond the example of preceding times, 
are, of all others, the greateſt blemiſh to our con- 
ſtitution, and muſt, it not remedied, prove fatal 
to it, and did therefore chiefly deſerve (as they 
can only admit of) a parliamentary cure. 


II. Becauſe the Commons, who are beſt quali. 
fied to judge of the growth of this evil, and to 
point out proper remedies for it, having ſent up a 
bill, complaining of the one, and deſiring our 
aſſiſtance in the other; it was not, we apprehend, 

a | ſuitable 
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ſuitable to the dignity and wiſdom of this houſe, 
to reject ſuch a bill without entering into a free 
diſcuſſion of the particulars of which it conſiſted, 
and thereby to give an handle for reflections with- 


out doors, as if he had ſhewn a leſs degree of zeal 


againſt the corruption complained of, than thoſe 


from whoſe elections they ſprung: Our opinion is, 


that we ſhould rather have taken this favourable op- 
portunity of joining our endeavours, with theirs, 


towards the cure of this evil, than have made 
ourſelves liable to objections, for refuſing to attempt 
| it, even after ſuch an encouraging ſtep taken by the 


houſe of Commons, 


III. Becauſe a law againſt corruption, tho? al- 
ways deſirable, is yet particularly ſeaſonable and 
neceſſary, at ſuch a juncture as this, when new 
elections of members are coming on, and the 
Parliament for which they ſhall, by what method 
ſoever, be choſen, may continue for ſeven years. 
And we think the Lords are the more concerned 


to obviate the ill conſequences of ſuch a choice, 


becauſe the ſeptennial af, which made ſo remark- 
able a change in our conſtitution, had its riſe from 


IV. Becauſe we are perſuaded, that by the ter- 
ror of the penalties contained in this bill, which 
were to have operated ſoon after it paſſed into 
a law, a mighty cheque would have been given to 
the growth of corruption, tho* it ſhould not have 
been abſolutely cured. And we are confirmed in 
this opinion, by what we have heard, and believe, 
that while the bill was depending 1n Parliament, 


and the fate of it unknown, the infamous practi- 
ces at which it was levelled, were, in ſome mea- 


ſure, fuſpended ; and ſhould a farther ſtop: have 
been put to corruption and. bribery, at the ap- 
Proaching elections, by the paſſing this due ſuch 
2 | a degree 
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2 degree of ſucceſs, might have given the legiſla- 


ture hopes of intirely ſuppreſſing it. 


{ 


| V. Becauſe, ſuppoſing this bill to have been de- | 


ſective in ſome reſpects, and not well adjuſted in 
others, to the end deſigned (a ſuppoſition made 
but not admitted by us) yet the true way of ſup- 
plying theſe defects, and making all proper alte- 
rations, would have been by committing the bill, 
and not by rejecting it. In other caſes, where a 
bill of public concern is laid aſide by the houſe, 
they can eaſily make amends for that loſs, by bring- 
ing in a new one, which may more effectually an- 
ſwer the good ends propoſed ; whereas, in this 
caſe, neither is their time ſufficient for repeating 
the attempt, or can any bill of this kind be ever 
begun in this houſe, with any reaſonable proſpect 
of ſucceſs. | | 
VI. Becauſe the intention of many chief clauſes 
in the bill, is to provide for the more effectual 
execution of laws already made to ſecure the free- 
dom of elections, but hitherto evaded for want 
of ſuch proviſions. And we know not that any ar- 
uch parts of this bill into a law, but what may, 
with equal or greater ſtrength, be urged for re- 


pealing thoſe laws, which yet are held facred and 


inviolable, 


VII. Becauſe ſeveral oaths are, by laws now in 


being, required to qualify electors, and the oaths 
enjoined by this bill, are intended only to ſtrength- 
en_ the obligations, under which ſuch electors do, 
by the known rules of our conſtitution, already 
lie: Nor are theſe oaths attended with any new 


hardſhip or difficulty, ſince they relate only to 


plain matters of fact, which are certainly known 


be 


by the electors themſelves : And which they will 


2 hath been, or can be uſed againſt paſſing 
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be ready to atteſt with all ſolemnity, if they are 
conſcious of their own innocency, in point of cor- 
ruption: And if they are not, legal puniſhment 
of perjury, to which they are ſubjected, is light, 
in compariſon of the heinous nature of their of. 
fence, and the miſchievous conſequences of it. 


VIII. Becauſe that part of the bill which forbids 
iſſuing of public money towards the influencing 
elections, relates to a method of corruption, which, 
of all others, ought, the moſt carefully, to be 
guarded againſt, and yet was admitted, in the de- 
bate to have been frequently practiſed. And 
therefore we cannot but wiſh, that this bill had 
paſſed into a law for the fake of that clauſe, which 
would have hindered what was given for the ſecu- 
rity. of the ſubjects rights, and the ſafety of the 
kingdom, from being ever employed to the de- 
ftruction of both. An example of this, ſet by 
men in high offices and ſtations, cannot fail of 
fpreading its influence, through all ranks and or- 
ders of men, and procuring impunity and applauſe 
for ſuch practices, as all true lovers of their coun- 
try muſt wiſh, might be univerſally deteſted and 


puniſhed. 


VX. Becauſe we cannot underſtand how the ob- 
jection made to this bill, [Tha# it removes founda- 


lions] can, with any. colour of reaſon, be ſupport- 


ed. On the contrary, we think that the whole 
deſign of it, is to recover our old conſtitution, 
and re-fettle it on thofe firm foundations, ' from 
which it has been removed ever ſince bribery has 
been made an uſual inlet to Parliament; and that 
dangerous traffic has been carried on between the 


electors and the elected, which has undermined 
the virtuous principles, and may prove fatal to 


the liberties, of the free people of this realm. 
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KX. Becauſe another argument inſiſted on, in pre- 


judice of the bill, | zhat it would give the Houſe of 


Commons a greater latitude in deciding diſputed 
elections] ſeems to us to be equally groundleſs, for 
the penalties intended to be enacted by this bill, 
are to take place only upon proſecutions in the or- 
dinary courts of juſtice, and cannot come under the 
cognizance, or be inflicted by the authority of the 
Houſe of Commons, nor can the courts below be 
chequed in their proceedings on this head, by the 
determinations of that Houſe, with which the me- 
thods of puniſhing corruption, preſcribed by this 
act, do not in the leaſt interfere: What therefore 
was alledged in the debate, can by no means be 
allowed, that while the Commons are the ſole Judges 
of elections, it is in vain to think of reſtraining the 
corruption of electors, ſince the methods here pre- 
{cribed, are ſuch, as either operate on the conſcience, 
or will in the common courſe of law, execute them- 


ſelves, and though they may be forwarded, yet can- 


not be fruſtrated by the intervention of an Houſe of 
Commons. = 1 5 


Kl. Becauſe as the paſſing this bill, would have 
been attended with no inconveniencies to the pub- 
lic, ſo great miſchiefs may, we apprehend, enſue 


upon the rejecting it: The honour of this Houſe 


may ſuffer on that account, and corruption of all 
ſorts, will, we fear, receive new life and encou- 
ragement, it being a matter of daily, and certain 
obſervation; that Whenever a bill is brought into 


Parliament to redreſs any great diſorders in the 


State, any diſcountenance given to ſuch a bill, will 


always countenance: and increaſe ſuch diſorders, 


and make them leſs capable of remedy. in ſuc- 


ceding. times, eſpecially when it ſhall be affirmed 


in the debate, that all bills of this kind, do more 
miſchief than good; which way of reaſoning, 
ſhould it prevail, would effectually prevent all 

uture 
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ſuture attempts towards curing this great evil, and 
preſerving the conſtitution of Parliaments. 


Stra ford, Scarſdale, JTadcaſter (E. of 
North and Grey, Briſtol,  Thomond,) 
Litchfield, Craven, Montjoy, (V. 
Maynard, F. Ceſtrien, Mindſor,) 
Uxbridge, Aylesford, Boyle, (E. of 
Weſton, (E. of Compton, Orrery,) 

= Arran, * | Trevor, | Maſbam, 
Foley, -.. - F. Roffen, Bingley, 
Bathurft, Salisbury, Aberdeen. 
Kent, Guilford, | 


On the 19th of February, there was a great de- 
date in the houſe of Lords, about the proteſt which 
ſeveral Lords had ſigned, upon the bill, 10 pre- 
vent corruption in elections, being rejected; the oc- 

_ calion of which debate was this: While that bill 
was under conſideration in the houſe of Lords, 
the Earl of Sunderland ſuggeſted, * That it had 
© been a common thing, in former reigns, for 
money to be iſſued out of the Treaſury and even 

_ © remitted from France, for promoting the. elec- 
tion of fuch perſons as were in the court in- 
« tereſt.” This ſuggeſtion ſome Lords laid hold 
on, and therefore in theit eighth reaſon for their 
proteſt inſerted theſe expreſſions, That he iſſuing 
of public money towards the influencing elections, re- 
lated to a method of corruption, which, of all others, 
ought, the moſt carefully, to be guarded againſt, 
and yet was admitted, in the debate to baue been 
Frequently practiſed, &c. Hereupon the Earl! of 
Sunderland took from thence occaſion to repreſent 
The Earl of to the Houſe, © That every member of that illu- 


zn ſtrious aſſembly, had, indeed, a right to diſſent 


cdeech a- © from, and proteſt againſt any bill depending, or 
dout the < any. reſolution. taken in the houſe ; but that it 
proteſts. © was an intolerable abuſe to wreſt any man's 

7 1. words, 
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© words, and put falſe conſtructions upon them, 
as had been done in an inſtance relating to him- 


ſelf. That he durſt appeal to any Lord in the 


* houſe that was not a proteſter, whether, in the 
© debate about the bill above-mentioned, he faid, 
© or intimated, that the iſſuing public money for 
elections had ever been practiſed in THIS 
REIN: For what he meant was only in King 
« Charles's and King Fames's time. His Lord- 
* ſhip added, that the buſineſs of PxoTEsTs was 
© managed now after another-gueſs manner than 
formerly: For, at preſent it was grown cuſto- 
mary to proteſt even againſt bills that were paſ- 
« ſed into a law; and to get them printed, and 
© handed about in coffee-houſes, and ſent all over 
© the kingdom to inflame the minds of the peo- 
© ple, againſt the adminiſtration ; and therefore 
he thought it high time, to have the method 
© of proteſting regulated. This ſpeech was an- 
ſwered by the Earl Cowper, who was backed by 
the Lord North and Grey, Lord Biſhop of Roche- 
fer, Lord Bathurſt, Earl of Strafford, and Earl 
of Aylesford : But they were replied to, by the 
Earl of Sunderland, Duke of Yharton, Lord Viſ- 
count Townſend, Duke of Argyll, Lord Carteret, 
Lord Harcourt, and the Duke of Newcaſt!e, which 
laſt moved for the queſtion, viz, * Whether the 
intire entry of the reaſons for the ſaid proteſta- 
tion on the 13th inſtant, ſhall be expunged ? 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. | 
"Content $5. 
Not Content 22. 

Diſſentient. 4 | 
J. B Ecauſe we are of opinion, that the reaſons 

D expunged, were both as to the matter and 


form of them, agreeable to precedents in former 


Parliaments, ſtill remaining on the journals un- 
cenſured by the houſe. WARE WIS | an 


en 
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II. Becauſe we were very deſirous, that the argu- 
ments contained in thoſe reaſons againſt bribery and 
corruption in elections; and our zeal for obtaining 
fuch remedies as were propoſed by the Commons 
themſelves, might appear to poſterity, ag fully and 
particularly as poſſible. 


III. Becauſe as the practice of expunging reaſons 
is not ancient, ſo the method taken upon this occa- 
fion of expunging many reaſons, of various kinds, 
by one general queſtion, is, we conceive, unreaſon- 
able in itſelf, and is countenanced but by one prece- 


dent on our books. 0 

W. Ebor. Weſton, (E. of Foley, 
Cowper, Arran. ) Bingley, 
Maynard, F. Roffen, Litchfield, 
Aſhburnham, Monty, (V. F. Ceſtrien. 
Compton, Mindſor.) Boyle, E. of 
Uxbridge, Briſtol, Orrery.) 
Strafford, North and Grey. Bathurſt, 
Aylesford, Guilford, Aberdeen. 


; | Die Lune 19 Februarii, 1721. 
The order of the day for the houſe to be in a 
Committee again, to take into farther conſide- 
ration the cauſes of contracting ſo large a navy 
debt, being read, a motion was made, that the 
houſe be put into the ſaid Committee, on this day 
three oct, After debate, the queſtion was put, 
that the houſe be put into a Committee again, to 
take into farther conſideration, the cauſes of con- 
tracting ſo large a navy debt, on this day three 
weeks ? : 
| It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſentient. | 
J. B Ecauſe the putting off the farther conſide- 


ration of the cauſes of the navy debt, to ſo 
diſtant 
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diſtant a day, aſter ſo long an adjournment of the 


ſame matter already had, is, as we conceive, not 


only a diſcouragement and delay, but as the ſeſſion 
may happen to end, will totally prevent (at leaſt 


during this ſeſſion) that inquiry, which, as we ap- 
prehend, would greatly have tended to the public 
good, in hindering ſo large a navy debt from being 
contracted for the future. | | 


IT. Although the ſaid inquiry hath been a great 


while depending, yet, a very few days only, it 


appears by the journal, have been allowed for it, 
and one of thoſe was employed in reviewing two 
queſtions, which were at firſt kept from being put 
by previous queſtions, and therefore we conceive 
a few days more ought not to have been denied, 
tor the looking into a matter of ſo very great im- 
portance to the public, 


III. We apprehend, that all matters properly 
brought before either houſe of Parliament, eſpe- 
cially inquiries into miſmanagements of the public 
buſineſs, ought, if the time will allow it, to be 
freely and ſully diſcuſſed, and determined one way 
or other, and ought not to be kept off from com- 
ing to any determination, by one long adjourn- 
ment after another, till the ſeſſion be ended. 


IV. Becauſe it was alledged in the debate, as a 
8 reaſon againſt ſo long an adjournment, that the 
ſubject matter of the inquiry was not near exhauſt- 
ed, that the points already conſidered and deter- 
mined, had no relation to thoſe propoſed to be 
conſidered in the farther inquiry, and conſequent- 
ly the determination of the former, could in no 
degree prejudice the latter, or make the going 
upon them needleſs or improper, and to evirce 


Vor. VIII. 2 this, 
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this, ſeveral of the particulars deſigned to have 5 
been proceeded upon, were ſpecified, as 0 


That it appeared by extracts of ſeyeral letters 
on the table, eſpecially by a letter from the navy R 
board, dated 13 Feb. 1701, that the practice of 
turning .over companies, or part of companies, 


from. ane ſhip to another, without their officers, 7 
was a charge to the crown, by confounding ac- = 
counts and otherwiſe, as well as diſguſtful to the ha 
ſeamen. 1 
That by other papers before the houſe, it ap- a 
peared, that ſeveral ſquadrons have gone out of | 
late, without muſter-maſters, whoſe office and du. 4 
ty it is to detect frauds in pay, and on the head | 
of victualling. . be 
That in the year 1720, 2201 men were employ- Lo 
ed in the yards, more than in the year 1714, * 
and 2627 men more than in the year 1698; and 
that the wages of thoſe men have of late been - 
greatly increaſed, both which, for ought appear- Wi 
ed. to us, are an unaccountable increaſe of that loſe 


charge to the public. | 
That ſince the year 1714, many new Captains and 
and Lieutenants had been made, while great num- fide 
bers have been Kept in half pay, and unemployed, pre 
beſides thoſe created on vacancies, which happen- IW {;; 
ed while the ſhips were abroad, and by that means of e 
an unneceſſary charge has been continued on the W 
public, and the elder Officers diſobliged. whi 
That without any order or eſtabliſhment, by gon 
his Majeſty in council, pay has been allowed, con- I the; 
trary to the uſage of the navy, to Flag-officers at ¶ we 
home during the winter, on pretence of their II ,, , 
making a journey or two, to ſee their ſquadrons I reſi 
equipped. | 
That without ſuch order or eſtabliſhment of his 
Majeſty in council, Captains and Commanders . 
of ſmall numbers of ſhips, have been paid as WW An 
Rear-Admirals, on pretence of having 3 5 I 
| under | 
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under them, and in but one inſtance that we could 
obſerve, a reaſon given, why they had Captains 
under them, -unleſs it was to colour their 0 
ſuch pay. | 

And we are well . that on farther inqui- 
ry it will appear, 

That new Lieutenants Rowe been made abroad, 
and old ones fir to ſerve, ſent home, to be put in 
half pay. 

That flags have been paid in double or treble 
capacities. 

That flags and other Officers have been paid, 
as in higher ſtations, than thoſe they ſerved in. 

That two or three flags of the ſame ſort have 
been paid at the ſame time. 

That retroſpe&ions of pay have been allowed 
to flags, and other Officers. 

All” which being againſt the ancient Oeconomy 
of the navy, and waſteful of the public treaſure, 
we think ſhould have been inquired into without 
loſs of time. 

Theſe miſmanagements, as we take them: to be, 
and others might have appeared on farther con- 
ſideration of this matter, contributing, as we ap- 


| prehend, to waſte the public treaſure, muſt neceſ- 


larily have been, in a great degree, an occaſion 
of contracting ſo large a navy debt; and therefore 
we are of opinion, that one or more farther days, 
which would probably have fallen within this ſeſ- 


fron, ſhould have been appointed for the taking 
q them into conſideration, which not being done, 


we the rather enter this proteſt, with our reaſons, 
as what, we hope, may give an occaſion to the 
reſuming the thoughts of this matter, in _— 
ſeſſion of Parliament. | 


u. Ebor. Boyle, (E. of Compton. 
Montjoy,. (V. Orrery.) Bathurſt. 
Mindſur.) F. Ceftrien. Cowper. 


2 2 Fr. Roffen. | 
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Fr. Roffen. Aberdeen. Foley. | 
Aſpburnbam. Bingley. Aylesford, 
Uxbridge. Briſtol, Guilford. 


Strafford, North and Grey. 


Die Martis 20 Februarij, 1721. 


- "The order of the day for taking into conſideration 


the ſtate of the national debt being read, a motion 
was made, and the queſtion was put, That it ap- 
pears by the ſtate of the public debt, before this 
houſe, that the ſame (excluſive of the debt of the 
navy) is increaſed between the 31ſt of December, 
1717, and the 3 iſt of December, 1720, at leaſt the 


ſum of 2,300,000 J. notwithſtanding that the fink. 


ing fund, hath produced within thattime, 1, 210, 385. 


244. Od. 34. 


Con t 23. — . 
Vor Content zo. It Was reſolved in the negative. 


Diſſentient. | | 

Ecauſe the queſtion conſiſted wholly of matters 

of fact, which were exactly agreeably to a pa- 

per laid before the houſe by the proper officers, on 
the addreſs of this houſe ; and it is not reaſonably 
to be preſumed, that the officers, of the crown would 
ſtate the debt higher than it really was, ſo we can- 
not but think nothing was alledged in the debate, 


that made it appear the debt was Jeſs than ſtated in 


the queſtion 3 but on the contrary, had the exact 


quantum of the debt been material to have been in- 


quired into, on this occaſion, it was evident to Us, 
even from a memorandum. at the bottom of the 
ſame paper, that the debt was in reality, much high- 
er the 31ſt of December, 1720, than ſtated in the 
queſtion, 1 


W. Ebor. 


* 


ot 


ſerioully and diligently to bring about the only ef- 
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W. Ebor. Strafford, Aberdeen 
Cowper, F. Ceſtrien. North and 
Weſton, E. of Ar- Montjoy, V. Wind- (Grey, 
Guilford, (ron Balburſt, (ſor, Foley, 
Aſoburn ham, Boyle, E. of Orre- Urbridge, 
Fr, Roffen. Briſtol, (ry, Litchfield. 


Then a motion was made, That the leſſening the 
public debts annually, by all proper methods, is ne- 
ceſſary to the reſtoring and preſerving the public 
credit : And a queſtion being ſtated thereupon, after 
debate, the previous queſtion was put, whether the 
ſaid queſtion ſhall be now put ? | 


It was reſolved in the negative. 


Diſſentient. | 
1. D Ecauſe, as the main queſtion is undeniably true, 

B and ſeems to us to be fo, by its being pre- 
vented to be put by the previous queſtion, ſo we 
think it would hive been highly expedient, and uſe- 
ful to the public, to have had it put, and voted in 
the affirmative, that by the declared opinion of this 
houſe (which muſt always be of the greateſt autho- 
rity) thoſe who are more immediately concerned to 
take care of the public credit, might not rely on 
vain and deceirful projects, for reſtoring and pre- 
ſerving the credit of the nation, but apply themſelves 


* 


fectual means of doing it. 


2. Altho' fo clear and evident a truth, as is con- 
tained in the main queſtion, cannot, when propoſed, 
but obtain the conſent of all, eſpecially of ſuch as are 
qualified to be in great Stations; yet at this juncture, 
when the public is under ſo great neceſſities, from 
the unexampled preſſure of debts; and when all 
other remedies, hitherto attempted, hath proved in- 
effectual, if not miſchieyous, we cannot but con- 


22 ceive 
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ceive it was extremely proper, and muſt have great- 
ly conduced to the reſtoring and preſerving the pub- 
lic credit, to have quickened the endeayours for that 
purpoſe, of all in the public ſervice, by ſo high an 
authority, as a reſolution of this houſe, not only 
pointing out to them the way they ſhould take to- 
wards that good end, but intimating alſo, that as far 
as is poſſible to be attained, the doing ſo would be 
expected from them ; and therefore we conceive, the 
main queſtion ſhould have been put, and voted, (as 
we think it muſt have been,) had it been put, in the 


affirmative — _ | 
Eher. E Rn, Aberdeen, 
Cooper, Strafford, North and Grey, 
Weſton, E. of F. Ceſtrien. Foley, 

Arran, Bathurſt, Uxbridge, 


Guilford, Boyle E. of Orre- Litchfield, 
Aſhpburuham, Briſtol, (ry. | 


Farther de- On the 22d of February, the Lords took into 
ware avout Conſideration, the manner of proteſting; but after 
' ſome debate, the ſame was adjourned to Twe/day the 
27th of February, when the Earl of Sunderland, 

took notice, * That the privilege of entering Proteſts 

© had, of late, been ſo much abuſed, that, in his 
opinion, ſome reſtraint ought to be put to it, by 

£ limiting the time for entering Proteſtations, upon 

* aſking leave of the houſe, which was never de- 

* nied:* And therefore he moved, That ſuch 

© Lords as ſhall enter their Proteſt ations with reaſons, 

< ſhall do the ſame before two o'clock the next fit- 

ting day, and, ſigning them before the houſe 

© riſes.” This was oppoſed by the Lord Cowper, 

who alledged, That the time being ſo ſhort, and 

very few Lords coming ſo early, ſuch an order 

5. would, in effect, put an end toall Protęſting, which 

n 1 was 
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was an ancient privilege of that houſe.” The 


Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter added, That if Proteſts 
« were limited to ſo ſhort a time, this was, at leaſt, 
* the way to have them crude and undigeſted; and, 
« be thought it unbecoming the dignity of that auguſt 
« aſſembly to have any thing entered upon their journals, 


© which were records for after ages, before it had been 


* duly conſidered on, and well digeſted” He was ſup- 
potted by the Lords Bathurſt, North and Grey, and 
Trevor: But they were oppoſed by the Lords Town- 
ſhend and Onflow, the Earl of Sunderland, the Biſhop 
of Peterborough, the Duke of Argyle, and the Lord 
Carteret ; and the queſtion being put upon the ſaid 
motion, it was reſolved in the affirmative, by 48 


voices againſt 18. And an order was made pur- Order about 


ſuant to the ſaid reſolution. Then a motion 3 
made, That the ſaid Order be made a ſtanding order 

of this houſe, &c. but the debate upon that motion 

was adjourned to Saturday the 3d of March, When 

all the Lords were ordered to be ſummoned. 


On Friday the 2d of March, the Lords read a ſe- 
cond time, an ingroſſed bill from the Commons, 
titled, An at to prevent the clandeſtine running of 
goods, &c. And the queſtion being put, whether this 
bill ſhall paſs; it was reſolved in the affirmative, 
upon which ſeveral Lords entered the following 
Proteſt, viz. e 


Diſestient. | | 
I 8 we are very ſenſible of the ill conſe- Proteſt a- 


LY l inſt th 
quences that attended the pernicious practice bil to pre, 


of running goods, and therefore wiſh ſome reaſon- vent the * 


andeſtine 


able, proper, and effectual method, (which we do running of 
not take this bill to be) might have been ſet on foot s. 
to prevent it. 


— 


7 
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2dly, Becauſe the making the alteration by a for- 
mer bill, from ſhips of 15 tons, to thoſe of 30, has 


not proved to any advantage, as we find no ground 
to hope, that the farther raiſing this prohibition to 


ſhips of 40 tons, as is done by this bill, will be ef- 


fectual; but we think there is reaſon to fear, that it 


may be a great prejudice to the coaſting trade in par- 
ticular, fince the owners of ſuch veſſels are thereby 
ſubjected to the heavy penalty of loſing their ſhips, 
when poſſibly they may be 1ntirely innocent them- 


ſelves, and the fault may be committed only through 


the folly and knavery of the Sailors, which will diſ- 
courage the lending ſmall veſſels to thoſe who trade 
in them, by which a great part of the coaſt trade is 
at preſent carried on. 


3dly, Becauſe the penalty of baniſhment in the bill 
ſeems, in ſome caſes, to be annexed to a very ſmall 
offence: We do not think it too great for any one, 
who ſhall be taken with goods of any conſiderable 
value, and with a manifeſt intent to defraud his Ma- 


jeſty of his cuſtoms; but as the bill is worded, it 
will as we conceive, extend to any gentleman, if 


armed, returning from his travels, who has about 
him, knowingly, the leaſt trifle, that has not been 
entered and paid duty, though he has not the leaſt 
deſign to defraud the King of his cuſtoms, or thinks 


he is tranſgreſſing any law whatſoever; and we do 


not think fit to depend that ſo ſevere a law may not, 


in ſuch hard caſes, be ſometimes executed with ri- 


g 6 > 
* 


4thly, Becauſe it was endeavoured, but without 
ſucceſs, at the Committee, to have excepted the 
barges of Noblemen, and of the Lord-Mayor, and 
Companies of the city of London, which cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be uſed (and the great barges of ſtate 
| | belonging 
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belonging to the city cannot be uſed) in the running 
of goods; and therefore we conceive, the making it 
neceſſary for noblemen, or the Lord Mayor and 
companies, to apply to the admiralty for a licence to 
uſe their own barges on the river Thames, or lay 
aſide the uſe of them for want of ſuch licences, which 
cannot be obtained, without giving ſuch ſecurity as 
will bind and incumber the real cſtates of the obligers, 
to be not only a great and unneceſſary indignity, but 
alſo an invaſion of property, eſpecially in the cafe 
of the barges belonging to the city of London, which 
city has an ancient right to the conſervation of the 
river of Thames, and as high an intereſt in it as is 
poſſible to be had in any navigable river, and there- 
fore we think it abſurd, as well as injurious to pro- 
perty, to compel the great officers and companies of 
the city to aſk and give ſecurity, for a licence to na- 
vigate or paſs on that part of the Thames, which may 
not improperly be called their own river. | 

5thly, It ſeems to us partial and unjuſt, that the 
prohibition of barges and other veſſels, deſcribed in 
the bill, ſhould.be confined only to the counties for 


that purpoſe named in the bill, and not to other ma- 


ritime countics, eſpecially ſuch as are moſt infamous 


for running goods, where tho? the veſſels deſcribed 
may not as yet be ſo much in uſe as in the counties 


named, yet will undoubtedly be more uſed in other 
counties not named, when they can no longer be kept 
in the counties or places the bill extends to: And we 
conceive laws ſhould not make a diſtinction, where 
there is no difference in reaſon, on a dependence that 
it may be ſupplied by a new law, another opportu- 
nity. mo 3 


6. h, Becauſe the time allowed by the bill, (viz.) 
to the 25th of this inſtant March, either to diſpoſe 
of the barges and other prohibited veſſels, or obtain 

licences for the Keeping them, is much too ſhort, as 

| | we 
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we conceive, and will prove the occaſion of more 


hardſhips being done, that can poſſibly be fore- 


ſeen. 


Scarſdale, Maſbam, Compton, 
Strafford, St. John de Bleiſoe, North and Grey, 
Briſtol, ___ Guilford, Fr, Roffen, 
Aberdeen, Bathurſt, Craven, 

Boyle, Weſton, Cowper, 
Montjoy, _. Uxbridge, Litchfield. 
Foley, | | 


The next day (March 3d) the Lords according 


to order, proceeded to take into conſideration the 


motion made on Tueſday laſt, for making the order 
then made, (viz. That ſuch Lords as ſhall enter 
their proteſtations with reaſons, ſhall do the ſame be- 
fore two o' clock the next ſitting day, and ſign them 
before the houſe riſes) a ſtanding order of this houſe, 
and that the ſame be entered on the roll of ſtanding 
orders, inſtead of the order of the 5th of March, 
Tort. 7 

And the ſaid order being read : After debate, the 
queſtion was put, whether the ſaid order ſhall be 
made a ſtanding order of this houſe, and entered on 
the roll of ſtanding orders, inſtead of the ſaid order 
of the 5th of March, 1641. Which being reſolved 
in the affirmative, ſeveral Lords entered the follow- 
ing proteſt, viz. | 


Diſſentient. 


ft, F O R that the ſtanding order, in relation to 


the time of entering proteſtations, was made 
above eighty years ſince, and was reſtrictive of an 
ancient right; and yet in all that time, till now, has 


never been thought not to have reſtrained that right 


enough; but on the contrary, whenever longer time 
than is allowed by that order has been aſked, 5 it 
| n 5 
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has been done in innumerable inſtances, it was never 
once denied as we believe; which ſhews, that the 
conſtant opinion of this houſe has hitherto been, that 
the reſtraint brought upon that ancient right of the 


Lords, by that old order, has been rather too much, 
than too little. 8 


. 24ly, The abridging the right of proteſting with 
reaſons, will yet more neceſſarily cauſe the reaſons to 
be penned with leſs accuracy, and: probably longer 
than they would have been, had more time been al- 
lowed ; which though it may gratify thoſe who dif- 
fer in opinion from the proteſtors, yet will hurt the 
honour of the houſe, as we conceive, and the digni- 
ty of the records thereof : For we can by no means 
allow, that as much time ſhould not be afforded to 
word the Lords reaſons, which are to be entered on 
the journal, as would be neceflary to the wording of 
a pamphlet deſigned to be printed and publiſhed. 


3 3dly, Becauſe we conceive, that if this farther re- 


ſtraint does not render the proteſting, quite impracti- 


cable, yet it muſt prove very incommodious and 


troubleſome to the Lords, who would make ufe of 


that their undoubted right; for if a debate ſhould 


take up any long time, as moſt debates of conſe- 
quence ſhould do, the intermediate time allowed, is, 
in our opinion, not ſufficient for Lords, who deſign 
to proteſt, to meet and bring their ſeveral reaſons 
together, and afterwards expreſs them with that 


| clearneſs, and ſo unexceptionably as they ought to 


do; and beſides, get them fairly and correctly en- 


tered on the journal; ſo that, in our opinion, they 


muſt very often either be excluded from entering and 
ſigning their reaſons, or endure a great deal of hard- 
ſhip and inconvenience, by denying themſelves uſual 
reſt and refreſhment (as is very obvious without far- 


ther explanation) and be obliged to come long before 
| their ordinary duty of attending the buſineſs of the 


houſe 
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houſe requires, ſo that we conceive this new reſtraint 
will either hinder the proteſting with reaſons, or 
amount to a kind of puniſhment on thoſe Lords, who 


ſhall make uſe of their ancient and undoubted right 
of proteſting. 


4thly, There ſeems to us leſs reaſon for this ſtep, 


becauſe if the liberty of entering proteſtations with 
reaſons, be in any degree abuſed, the houſe can and 
does order them, or ſuch parts of them, as can be 


' reaſonably objected to, to be expunged : And this 


obſervation is yet ſtronger, for that, of late, prece- 
dents have been made of expunging a great number 
of reaſons, and of a various nature, by one general 
queſtion, which is a very expeditious remedy for a- 
ny abuſe that can happen. Us 


5thly, If ever there ſhould be a time when the ut- 
melt candour and fairneſs is leſs in uſe than at pre- 
ſent, this new reſtriction on the right of * 
with reaſons, may open a gap to many artifices and 


unfair practices, in prejudice of that right. Clerks may 


come later than uſual, pretend other buſineſs, or 


write flower, or uſe other ſhifts, to avoid perfecting 


the entry of the reaſons, till after the time allowed, 
eſpecially if they ſhal] think, though falſly, they gra- 
tify a majority of the houſe by ſo doing, which will 
make them, at leaſt, hope for impunity, or if not 
ſo diſpoſed, they may be on the other hand induced, 


and not unreaſonably, to write faſter, and more 


loofly than will become the journal of this houſe, that 
the entry may be finiſhed within the time limited. 
We do not pretend to enumerate all the ways of 
making this alteration of the old ſtanding order, more 
inconvenient than appears at firſt ſight, but only ſpe- 


cify theſe few. © 


- .. 6thly, We do not think the right of entering pro- 
teſtations with reaſons has been, of late, abuſed, fo 
2 81 | as 


r eme r N 


n n . — . . ef ns 1 AR 


eee, DEBATTE 237 
as to give occaſion for this new reſtriction, though it 
may have been uſed, of late, more frequently than 
formerly; for which, according to our opinions, 
there hath been very proper occaſions given, and 
ſince we cannot but think the right of proteſting with 
reaſons, a valuable and uſeful privilege, we muſt con- 
feſs our fears, leſt theſe reſtrictions, though not now 
intended fo, ſhould end, at length, in a total extinc- 
tion of that right. 215 


W. Ebor. Strafford, North and Grey, a 
Fr. Ceſtriens. Briſtol, Fr. Roffen, | 
Uxbridge, Boyle, Weſton, 

Bathurſt, Aberdeen, Foley, 

Cowper, Litchfield, Trevor, 

St. John de Blei ſoe, 


Then the order was read for taking into conſide- 
ration, the proteſtations entered on the Journal of this 
houſe, on the 19th and 20th days of February laſt. 
And the ſeveral reaſons in the proteſtation entered the 
19th of February laſt, againſt putting off the farther 
conſideration of the cauſes of contracting ſo large a 
navy debt, for three weeks, being read, It was pro- 
poſed, That from the word [ ſpecified] in the tenth 
line of the fourth reaſon, to the end of the ſaid pro- 
teſtation, be expunged. And it being moved to ad- 
journ, the queſtion was put, Whether this houſe ſhall 
be now adjourned till Monday morning next ? 


It was reſolved in the negative. 


Then the queſtion was put, Whether all that is 
contained in the ſaid proteſtation after the word {ſpe- 


cified] in the tenth line of the fourth reaſon, ſhall be 
expunged? | e 


It was reſolved in the affirmative. | 
| D | Diſſen- 
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Diſſentient. | 30 
13 when we were giving reaſons againſt put- 
LI ting off the farther conſideration of the cauſes of 
contracting the navy debt, by long adjournments, 
probably for the whole ſeſſion, as we thought no 
reaſon could be more proper, than that the ſubject 
matter of that inquiry was not exhauſted, but that ve- 


ry material buſineſs remained to be conſidered on 


that head, ſo we did, and do yet conceive, that the 
following the general aſſertion, with an enumeration 
of the particular matters, which yet did remain to be 
inquired into, as well as ſuch as aroſe from papers al- 
ready before the houſe, as others, which we are well 
aſſured would ariſe in the farther progreſs of that bu- 
ſineſs (from papers deſigned to be called for) did 
make the ſaid general argument, which ſtands ex- 
punged, more ſtrong, as well as more fair and can- 
did, by ſhewing it was well founded on particulars : 


And altho? the houſe has not thought fit to print the 


ſaid enumeration of particulars, to ſtand on the jour- 


nal, yet, we conceive, we have attained this advan- 


tage by having entered them, that it cannot be ob- 
jected to us now, that we generally affirmed more 
buſineſs of conſequence remained for that committee 
to do, without being able to inſtance or ſpecify what 
in particular. | 


W. Ebor. | Strafford, North and Grey, 
Fr. Ceſtriens. Briſtel, Fr. Roffen, | 
Uxbridge, Boyle, Meſton, 

Bathurſt, Aberdeen, Foley, 

Cowper, Litchfield, Trevor, 

St. Jobn de Bletſoe, | 


Then the reaſons for the proteſtation entered the 
20th of February laſt, on conſideration of the ſtate of 
the national debt, being read: And the queſtion being 
put, Whether the intire reaſons for the ſaid proteſta- 
tion ſhall be expunged? | 


It was reſolved in the affirmative, Diſſen- 
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Diſſentient. 
Bros: we conceive, that there is no inſtance of 
expunging the reaſons of a proteſt, unleſs they 


were thought to contain ſomething indecent to the 


houſe, or alledged matters of fact that were falſe. 
The firſt is not preſumed in the preſent caſe z and as 
to the ſecond, the matters depending upon figures, 
there can be no diſpute, but upon the method of cal- 
culation, and if the Lords, who ſigned the proteſt, 
did chooſe to follow the method oblerved by the of- 
ficers of the Exchequer, rather than any other, we do 
not conceive their reaſons founded on ſuch authority, 


deſerved to be cxpynged + neither do we think the 
iged to make deductions from the 
Exchequer accounts which were laid before the houſe, 


ſaid Lords were ob 


without making the proper addition, at the ſame 
time. For it muſt be agreed, that if the debt ſtated 


in 1717. was but 47 millions, 800000 J. and in the 


year 1720. above 50 millions, the bringing the an- 


nuities into the Sout h- ſea company, may occaſion an 


increaſe of about two millions and a half, and the ar- 
my debentures, not yet brought to account, are eſti- 


mated at about half a million more, and the debt of 


the navy is near two millions: So that the whole ap- 
pears to be about 55 millions, and the increaſe of 8 


national debt ſince it was ſtated in 1717. might there- 
fore be reckoned about ſeven millions; and deduct- 


ing the million of Exchequer bills lent to the South. ſea 


company, the real increaſe of the national debt, a- 
bove what it was ſtated at in the year 1717. appears, 
to us, at this time, about ſix millions. But as the 
reaſons were founded on the account laid before the 
houſe, which kept in the million of Exchequer bills 


as a debt, and excluded all the other articles, we con- 
ceive they ought not to have been expunged, ſince 


the under-reckoning the debt was not the objection 
made againſt them, 


Fr, Ceſtriens, 
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Fr. Ceſtriens. Strafford, Guilford, 
Uxbridge, Briſtol, North and Grey, 
8 Boyle, Fr. Roffen, 
Coop Aberdeen, Weſton, 
St, Toby de Blet ſoe, —— Foley, 

Trevor. 


On Monday wy 5th of March, the order was read, 
taking into conſideration the proteſtation entered in 
the journal of this Houſe the 17th of Fanuary laſt: 
And the ſeveral reaſons for the ſaid proteſtation being 


read, after debate, the queſtion was put, whether 


the intire entry of the reaſons, for the ſaid proteſta- 
tion, on the 17th of Fanuary laſt, ſhall be expung- 
ed; which being reſolved in the affirmative, ſeve- 
ral Lords entered the following Proteſt, viz. 


Diſſentient. 


Ecauſe former reaſons entered againſt ſome late 


equally exrend to Juſtiſy our diſſent to this reſolu- 
tion, and therefore to avoid repetition, we refer to 
thoſe reaſons, with this farther, that we do not find, 
and believe there is not any precedent, wherein rea- 
ſons for a proteſtation have been taken into conſi 
deration by the Houſc, ſo long after they were en- 
tered, as in the preſent caſ; aud the inconventen- 
cies of doing ſo, are, in our opinion very tnanifeſt. 


Strafturd, abus t, Foley, 
Craven, Bi! le, Aberdeen, 
North and Grey, Litchfield, Fr. Ceſtriens. 
Uxbridge, Montjav, Cowper, 
Guilford, St. John de Bletſoe, Fr. Roffen. 


On 


reſolutions for expunging, do as we conceive, ' 


— 
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On Wedneſday, the 7th of March, the King 
went to the Houſe of Peers, with the uſual 
ſtate and ſolemnity, and the Commons being ſent for 
up, and attending, their Speaker, upon preſenting 
the money bill, made the following notable ſpeech to 
his Majeſty, viz. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


— 
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The Speaker 
of the houſe 
of Com- 

mons, ſpeech 
to the King. 
Mareb 7th, 


TH Is is the ſeventh year in which your Maje- 


0 ſty's faithful Commons, without burthening 
your people with any new or unuſual taxes, have rea- 
dily and chearfully granted to your Majeſty the ne- 


nary expences of the government, but for the main- 


at the ſame time, they have omitted no opportuni- 
ty of eaſing the public incumbrances, and of putting 
the national debt into a method of payment: For 


taining the honour and dignity of the crown; and 


ceſſary ſupplies, not only for carrying on the ordi- 


no ſooner your Majeſty, by the vigilance of your 


councils, and the ſucceſs of your arms, reſtored and 
ſecured the public peace and tranquillity, but your 
Commons immediately found means to reduce the in- 
tereſt of the national debt, and thereby ſet apart a 


fund, which, by a farther reduction of intereſt ſince. 


made by your Commons, will in a few years, be 
conſiderably increaſed, and the payment of the prin- 
ciple become practicable ; and from which your 
Majeſty's trading ſubjects have already reaped this 
immediate Benefit. That your Commons have been 
enabled, during this ſeſſion, without endangering the 


ſecurity of any Parliamentary engagements, to take 


off ſuch duties as were found by experience to be 
moſt prejudicial to the trade and manufactures of 
your kingdoms: And as your Commons were ap- 
prehenſive, that the debt of the navy was riſing to 


ſuch an height, as would, if not timely prevented, 


neceſſarily affect and depreciate all other public cre- 
dit; and which would inevitably increaſe the charge 

and expence of the current ſervice ; they have there- 

JFF fore 
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fore unanimouſly agreed on ſuch methods 'of dif. 
charging ſo much of that debt, as will effectually pre- 
vent the miſchiefs they apprehended, and can be no 


ways burthenſome to their fellow ſubjects. 


Thus have your Commons fully and happily com- 
pleted every thing which your Majeſty was graciouſ- 
ly pleaſed to recommend to them at the beginning of 
this ſeſſion; and whenever your Majeſty, in your 
royal wiſdom, ſhall again think it proper to meet 
your people in Parliament, may they imitate your 
preſent houſe of Commons in our duty and affection 
to your Majeſty, ia our ſteadineſs and reſolution to 


| ſupport your government! May they continue, with 


like application and diligence, to extend trade and 
commerce, the true and natural ſource of wealth and 
plenty in theſe kingdoms! And we ſhould think our 
ſelves happy, if even our miſtakes might be of ſer- 
vice to your Majeſty, by being a warning to thoſe 
that come after us; and that when the wiſdom of 


your Majeſty's councils, and the ſteadineſs of your 


adminiſtration, ſhall have reſtored credit to its for- 
mer flouriſhing condition, they may not grow wan- 
ton with too much proſperity, but may proceed with 
ſuch caution and prudence in their endeavours to lef- 
ſen the national debt, as may put it out of the power 
of any ſet of men, to produce miſery and diſtreſs, 
from what ſhall be propoſed for the eaſe and benefit 
of your people: And that, by the bleſſing and aſ- 
ſiſtance of Divine providence, they may ſo effectual- 
ly unite the affections of your people, and firmly e- 
itabliſh your Majeſty's throne, That the ſcepter may 
not depart from your royal houſe, nor a lawgiver from 
between your feet! That the ancient legal conſtitution 
of this Kingdom, in King, Lords, and Commons, 
may be perpetuated in your Majeſty, and your roy- 
al poſterity, till time ſhall be no more. | 
Your Majeſty having been, at different times, in 
the courſe of this ſeſſion, graciouſly pleaſed to accept 
ſuch ſupplies, as your Commons offered to your Ma- 
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jeſty for the ſervice of this year, they do now 
E humbly pray your Majeſty's like gracious accep- 
tance of a bill they have prepared for diſcharg- 
ing the neht of the navy, intitled, An act for pay- 


ing off, and cancelling one million of exchequer 
bills, &c. 


After this the King gave the royal aſſent to ſe- 


vera! public acts. 


After which his Majeſty was pleaſed to make 
the following moſt gracious ſpeech. | 


M Lords and Gentlemen, 

C * O U could not have given me a more ac- 
6 ceptable inſtance of your zeal and affection, 
than by diſpatching with ſo much unanimity, 
© the ſeveral particulars T recommended to you at 


© the beginning of this ſeſſion, for the eaſe and 


* advantage of my people. | | 

The many and great enconragements you have 
given to our trade and manufactures, and the 
« proviſion you have made for our being ſupplied 
with naval ſtores from our own plantations, will, 
I make no doubt, excite the induſtry of my ſub- 
« jects, employ a greater number of the poor, in- 


* creaſe our navigation, and be a conſiderable ad- 
dition to the riches ard ſtrength of this nation. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

The raiſing the current ſupplies of the year, 
and the making a proviſion tor the diſcharge of 
* ſo: conſiderable a part of the debt of the navy, 
© is a farther proof of your affection to me, and 
« your regard for the public; and your doing it in 
* a manner fo little burthenſome to my people, 
gives me the greateſt ſatisfaction, | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


] cannot in juſtice part with this Parliament, 


© without returning you my ſincereſt thanks, for 
R 2 « your 
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your ſteady and reſolute adherence to my perſon 
and government, and to the intereſt of the pro- 
teſtant cauſe, both at home and abroad. The 
enemies of our happy conſtitution have given the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt honourable teſtimony of your 
behaviour in theſe particulars, by the implaca- 
ble malice, which they have, upon all occaſions, 


expreſſed againſt you. 


< You muſt all be ſenſible, that they are, at 
this juncture reviving with the greateſt induſtry, 
the ſame wicked arts of calumny and defamation, 
which have been the conſtant preludes to public 
troubles and diſorders; and ſuch 1s their infatua- 


tion, that they flatter themſelves the groſſeſt 


miſrepreſentations will turn to their advantage, 
and give them an opportunity of recommending 
themſelves to the favour and goed opinion of 
my people; but I have ſo juſt a confidence in 
the affection of my ſubjects, and in their regard 
for their own welfare, that I am perſuaded they 
will not ſuffer themſelves to be thus impoſed up- 
on, and betrayed into their own deſtruction. 
For my part, as the preſervation of the con- 
ſtitution in church and ſtate ſhall always be my 
care, I am firmly determined to continue to coun- 
tenance ſuch as have manifeſted their zeal for 
the preſent eſtabliſhment, and have the religious 
and civil rights of all my ſubjects truly at heart; 
and I queſtion not that behaviour, which has 
juſtly recommended them to me, will effectually 
ſecure to them the good will of all that are well 
affected to my government; and will convince 
the world, that the expectations of thoſe are very 
ill grounded, who hope to prevail with a prote- 
ſtant free people, to give up their religion and 
— into the hands of ſuch as are enemies to 
both.' | 


And 


proclamation was ſigned, and publiſhed that very 


A. 1722. DEBATES. 245 
And then the Lord Chancellor, > by his Majeſty's 
command, ſaid. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
« F T is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, 
that this Parliament be prorogued to Wurf 
« day the fifteenth day of this inſtant March; and 
« ths Parliament is accordingly prorogued to 


YL; Dur Jay the fifteenth day of this inſtant March. 


Three days * afrer, the Kine in council, a *Mar oth, 
The Parlia- 
ment diſ. 


day, for diſſolving the preſent Parliament, and de- ſolved. 
tlaring the ſpeedy calling another, Accordingly, 

on Tueſday, the 13th of March, two other pro- 
clamations were ſigned, and publiſhed, one for call- A new par- 
ing a new Parliament, the writs to bear fteſte the or rr: 
14th of this inſtant March, and be returnable on 
Thurſday the roth of May next following; the 

other, in order to the elefting and ſummoning the 
ſixteen Scotch Peers. 


The firſt ſeſſion of the ſecond Septennial Par- 


hament. 


N Tueſday the gth of October, the Sixth Par- Opening of 
liament of Great Britain being met at Veſt-- Parliament 
minſter, purſuant to the late proclamation for that eee 
purpoſe, his Majeſty came to the houſe of Peers, 
with the uſual ſtate and ſolemnity, and the Com- 
mons being ſent for up, and attending, his Maje- 
ſty's pleaſure was ſignified to them, by the Lord 
Chancellor, that they ſhould return to their houſe 
and chuſe a Speaker, and preſent him to his Ma- 
jeſty the Thur/day following. The Commons be- 
ing returned accordingly, Mr. Pulteney made a 
motion for chuſing the honourable Spencer Comp- 
ton Eſq; their Speaker, as a perſon of known abi- 
lities and conſummate experience, and in all reſ- 
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pects, qualified for ſo arduous and important an 
employment, which he had already diſcharged 
with univerſal applauſe, in the laſt Parliament. 
This motion was immediately ſeconded, and fup- 
ported by a great many voices; and only one 
member having raiſed ſome objections to it, the 
The ho- honourable Spencer Compion Eſq ; was unanimouſly 
Spence. Choſen Speaker. Two days after (Oæober 11th) 
Geke Ela his Majeſty being come again to the houſe of 


en 


Speaker of Peers with the uſual ſtate and ſolemnity, and the 
ny com Commons being ſent for up and attending, they 
preſented there Speaker, who, in an eloquent 
ſpeech modeſtly endeavoured to diſqualify himſelf; 

but his Majeſty did not allow of this excuſe, and 

by the month of the Lord Chancellor, ſignified 

his approbation of the choice the Commons had 

made of a Speaker. Then his Majeſty was pleat- 
The King's ed to ſay from the throne, that he had command- 
esch te ed the Lord Chancellor to declare the cauſes of 
0#xr11th. calling this Parliament, in his Majeſty's name and 
words: Whereupon the Lord Chancellor read his 


Majeſty's ſpeech to both houſes, as follows. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


1 opening of this Parliament, to acquaint you, 
< that a dangerous conſpiracy has been for ſome 
< time formed, and is ſtill carrying on, againſt my 
< perſon and government, in favour of a popiſh 
< pretender... 7 | 
The diſcoveries I have made here, the infor- 
© mations I have received from my miniſters a- 
broad, and the intelligences I have had from the 
© powers in alliance with me, and indeed from 
© moſt parts of Europe, have given me moſt am- 
© ple and concurrent proofs of this wicked deſign. 

© The conſpirators have by their emifſaries made 
che enge 

powers, but were diſappointed in their expecta- 

f | | | __ © tions; 


« T A M concerned to find my ſelf obliged, at the 


inſtances for aſſiſtance from foreign 


pw — e 
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« tions; however, confiding in their numbers, 
and not diſcouraged by their former ill ſucceſs, 
they reſolved once more, upon their own ſtrength, 
to attempt the ſubverſion ot my government. 
To this end they provided conſiderable ſums 
of money, engaged great numbers of officers 
from abroad, ſecured large quantities of arms 
and ammunition, and thought themſelves in ſuch 


«© readineſs, that had not the conſpiracy been time- 


« Iy diſcovered, we ſhould without doubt, before 


now, have ſeen the whole nation, and particular- 


* ly the city of London, involved in blood and 


* confuſion, | | 

The care I have taken has, by the bleſſing of 
God, hitherto prevented the execution of their 
« traiterous projects; the troops have been en- 
* camped all this ſummer ; ſix regiments (though 
very neceſſary for the the ſecurity of that king- 
dom) have been brought over from Ireland; the 


« States General have given me aſſurances, that 


they would keep a conſiderable body of forces 
© in a readineſs to imbark on the firſt notice of 
their being wanted here, which was all I defired 


c 
© of them, being determined not to put my peo- 
o 


ple to any more expence, than what was abſo- 


lutely neceſſary for their peace and ſecurity. 


Some of the conſpirators, have been taken up 
and ſecured: And endeavours are uſed for the 
* apprehending others. | 


My Lords and Gentlemen. 
Having thus in general laid before you the 
« ſtat2 of the preſent conſpiracy, I muſt leave to 
your conſideration what is proper and neceſſary 
to be done for the quiet and ſafety of the king- 


dom. I cannot but believe the hopes and ex- 
* pectations of our enemies are very ill grounded, 


ein flattering themſclves, that the late diſcontents, 
© occalioned by private loſſes and misfortunes, 
| M4 + however 
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however induſtriouſly and maliciouſly fomented, 
are turned into diſaffection and a ſpirit of re- 
bellion. 5 15 

Had I, ſince my acceſſion to the throne, ever 
attempted any innovation in our eſtabliſhed reli. 
gion; had I, in any one inſtance, invaded the 
liberty or property of my ſubjects, I ſhould leſs 
wonder at any endeavours to alienate the affecti- 
ons of my people, and draw them into meaſures, 
that can end in nothing but their own deſtruc- 
tion. | 

But to hope to perſuade a free people in full 
enjoyment of all that is dear and valuable to 
them, to exchange freedom for ſlavery, the pro- 


teſtant religion for popery, and to ſacrifice at 
once the price of ſo much blood and treaſure, as 


have been ſpent in defence of our preſent eſta. 
bliſhment, ſeems an infatuation not to be ac- 
counted for. But however vain and unſuccels- 
ful theſe deſperate projects may prove in the 
end, they have at preſent ſo far the deſired ef- 


fect, as to create uneaſineſs and diffidence in the 


minds of my people; which our enemies labour 


to improve to their own advantage. By form- 


ing plots they depreciate all property that is 
veſted in the public funds, and then complain of 
the low ſtate of credit: They make an increaſe 
of the national expences neceſſary, and then 
clamour at the burthen of taxes, and endeavour 
to impute to my government, as grievances, the 
miſchiefs and calamities, which they alone create 
and occaſion. : | 

* I wiſh for nothing more, than to ſee the pub- 
lic expences leſſened, and the great national debt 
put in a method of being gradually reduced and 
diſcharged, with a ſtri& regard to parliamentary 
faith; and a. more favourable opportunity could 
never have been hoped for, than the ſtate of 
profound peace, which we now enjoy with all 
our 
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our neighbours. But public credit will al- 


ways languiſh under daily alarms and apprehen- 
ſions of public danger: And as the enemies 
of our peace have been able to bring this 
immediate miſchief upon us, nothing can pre- 


vent them from continuing to ſubject the nation 


to new and conſtant difficulties and diſtreſſes, but 


the wiſdom, zeal, and vigorous reſolutions of 
this Parliament. IO | 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, | 
I have ordered the accounts to be made up, 


and laid before you, of the extraordinary charge 


that has been incurred this ſummer, for the de- 
fence and ſafety of the kingdom; and I have 
been particularly careful, not to direct any ex- 
pence to be made greater, or ſooner, than was 
of abſolute neceſſity. 
have likewiſe ordered eſtimates to be prepar- 
ed, and laid before you, for the ſervice of the 
year enſuing; and I hope the farther proviſions, 
which the treaſonable practices of our enemies 
have made neceſſary for our common ſafety, 


may be ordered with ſuch frugality, as very lit- 


tle to exceed the ſupplies of the laſt year. 
: b 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
© I need not tell you of what infinite concern it 
is to the peace and tranquillity of the kingdom, 
that this Parliament ſhould, upon this occaſion, 
exert themſelves with a more than ordinary zeal 
and vigour. An intire union among all that 
ſincerely wiſh well to the preſent eſtabliſhment, 
is now become abſolutely neceſſary. Our ene- 


mies have too long taken advantage from your 


differences and diſſentions. Let it be known 
that the ſpirit of popery, which breathes nothing 
but confuſron to the civil and religious rights 
of a proteſtant church and kingdom, however 

» © © abandoned 


249 


Ln 
he? 
1 
$ 
* 
4% 
5% 
4 
1 
2 
7-8 
i 
27 
88 
1 
” 
1 
-N 
 ! 
— | 
1 
24 
5 
1 
Tz 
if 
4 ry 
NJ 
0 
Mi 
© 
N 
＋ 
- 
33 
© 
| 
$ 
| 
. "8 
H 
nd 
* 
2 
4 
4 
# 
BS 
i 
1 
to 
4 
be 
8 
BY 
$7 
1 
4 
22 
4 
be 
by 
1 
br 
3s 
E: 
E 
* 
* 
De 
4 
4 
| 
wh 
4 


* e 
— 


GG R RM KM N A 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1722. 


however induſtriouſly and maliciouſly fomented, 
are turned into diſaffection and a ſpirit of re- 
bellion.. AE | 
Had I, ſince my acceſſion to the throne, ever 
attempted any innovation in our eſtabliſhed reli- 
gion; had 1, in any one inſtance, invaded the 
liberty or property of my ſubjects, I ſhould leſs 
wonder at any endeavours to alienate the affecti- 
ons of my people, and draw them into meaſures, 
that can end in nothing but their own deſtruc- 
tion. 

But to hope to perſuade a free people in full 
enjoyment of all that is dear and valuable to 
them, to exchange freedom for ſlavery, the pro- 
teſtant religion for popery, and to ſacrifice at 
once the price of ſo much blood and treaſure, as 
have been ſpent in defence of our preſent eſta. 
bliſhment, ſeems an infatuation not to be ac- 
counted for. But however vain and unſucceſs- 
ful theſe deſperate projects may prove in the 
end, they have at preſent ſo far the deſired ef- 


fect, as to create uneaſineſs and diffidence in the 


minds of my people; which our enemies labour 


to improve to their own advantage. By form- 


ing plots they depreciate all property that is 
veſted in the public funds, and then complain of 
the low ſtate of credit: They make an increaſe 
of the national expences neceſſary, and then 
clamour at the burthen of taxes, and endeavour 
to impute to my government, as grievances, the 


miſchiefs and calamities, which they alone create 


and occaſion. . 
* I wiſh for nothing more, than to ſee the pub- 
lic expences leſſened, and the great national debt 
put in a method of being gradually reduced and 
diſcharged, with a ſtrict regard to parliamentary 
faith; and a more favourable opportunity could 
never have been hoped for, than the ſtate of 
profound peace, which we now enjoy with all 
if: our 
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our neighbours. But public credit will al- 


A 


ways languiſh under daily alarms and apprehen- 


ſions of public danger: And as the enemies 
of our peace have been able to bring this 


A „ 


to new and conſtant difficulties and diſtreſſes, but 
the wiſdom, zeal, and vigorous reſolutions of 
« this Parliament. | 27 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

© I have ordered the accounts to be made up 
and laid before you, of the extraordinary charge 
that has been incurred this ſummer, for the de- 
« fence and ſafety of the kingdom; and I have 
been particularly careful, not to direct any ex- 
« pence to be made greater, or ſooner, than was 
of abſolute neceſſity. | 7 
© I have likewiſe ordered eſtimates to be prepar- 

© ed, and laid before you, for the ſervice of the 
year enſuing ; and I hope the farther proviſions, 
* which the treaſonable practices of our enemies 
have made neceſſary for our common ſafety, 
* may be ordered with ſuch frugality, as very lit- 
* tle to exceed the ſupplies of the laſt year. | 

. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
© I need not tell you of what infinite concern it 
is to the peace and tranquillity of the kingdom, 
that this Parliament ſhould, upon this occaſion, 
« exert themſelves with a more than ordinary zeal 


and vigour. An intire union among all that 


* ſincerely wiſh well to the preſent eſtabliſhment, 
is now become abſolutely neceſſary. Our ene- 
mies have too long taken advantage from your 
differences and diſſentions. Let it be known 
that the ſpirit of popery, which breathes nothing 
but confuſton to the civil and religious rights 


of a proteſtant church and kingdom, however 


b abandoned 


immediate miſchief upon us, nothing can pre- 
vent them from continuing to ſubject the nation 
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© abandoned ſome few may be, in deſpite of all 
obligations divine and human, has not ſo far 
< poſſeſſed my people, as to make them ripe for 


< ſuch a fatal change. Let the world ſee that the 
< general diſpoſition of the nation is no invitation to 
© foreign powers to invade us, nor encouragement 
© to domeſtic enemies to kindle a civil war in the 
<, bowels of the kingdom. Your own intereſt and 
» welfare call upon you to defend yourſelves. I ſhall 
* wholy rely upon the divine protection, the ſup- 
port of my Parliament, and the affections of my 
people, which I ſhall endeavour to preſerve by 


_ © ſteadily adhering to the conſtitution in church and 


© ſtate, and continuing to make the laws of the realm 
© the rule and meaſure of all my actions. 


As ſoon as the King was withdrawn, and the 


props C. Commons retired to their houſe, his Grace the Duke 


3 into 


of Grafton, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, took notice 


the houſe of Of the horrid conſpiracy lately formed and ſtill car- 


Debates 


rying on, againſt his Majeſty's ſacred perſon and 
government; ſhewed the neceſſity of ſtrengthening 
the hands of his Majeſty's miniſters, in order to a 
full detection and intire ſuppreſſion of thoſe traiterous 
deſigns and practices; and thereupon, with the leave 
of the houſe, preſented a bill for ſuſpending the 
Habeas Corpus act, and empowering his Majeſiy to 
ſecure and detain ſuch perſons as bis Majeſty ſhall ſu/- 
pect are conſpiring againſt his perſon and government 
for the ſpace of one year. At the firſt reading of 
the ſaid bill, a motion was made for reading it a ſe- 
cond time immediately, which was ſtrenuouſly op- 
poſed, but after a long and warm debate, the queſ- 
tion being put thereupon was carried by a majority 
of 67 voices againſt 24. The bill being, according- 
ly read a ſecond time, and committed, the houſe ad- 
journed during pleaſure, and being quickly after re- 
ſumed, they went into a committee upon the faid 
bill, his Grace the Duke of Fharion being 6 the 
a | | chair. 
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chair, The Committee, after ſome ſpeeches went 
thro* the bill, and filled up the blank for the conti- 


nuance of the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act 


with the words, until the 24th day of OZober 1723. 
The houſe being reſumed, the Duke of Wharton 
reported the ſaid bill, with the amendment made 
thereto, which occaſioned another very warm and 
obltinate debate, but the queſtion being put, Mhe- 
ther ia agree with the Committee in the ſaid amendment, 
it was reſolved in the affirmative, __ 


Diſſentient. | | 
5 H E act commonly called the Habeas Corpus 
act is admitted, on all hands, to be the great 


bulwark of the liberty of the ſubject: And there- 


fore, altho' in caſes of actual rebellion, and intended 
invaſion, that act has been at times before ſuſpended, 
yet it was done ſparingly, and by degrees; and the 
utmoſt term unto which it has hitherto been ſuſpend- 


ed at any time, has been the term of ſix months: 


Which conſideration puts us under a very melancholy 


_ apprehenſion for the very being or effect of that ex- 
cellent law, ſince the preſent ſuſpenſion of it for a 
year or more, will be full as good an authority, in 


point of precedent, for the ſuſpending it, on another 
occaſion, for the term of two years, as any former 
precedent is now for the preſent ſuſpenſion during 
one year, or more. 


2. The deteſtable conſpiracy, which occaſions the 
preſent ſuſpenſion, having been diſcovered and fignt- 
fied to the city of London about five months ſince, 


and divers perſons impriſoned for it a conſiderable 


time paſt, we cannot but conceive it to be highly 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the danger of this plot, 


in the hands of a faithful and diligent miniſtry, will 
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continue for a year or more yet to come; and that 


in ſo high a degree, as to require a ſuſpenſion of the 


liberty 
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| | liberty of the ſubject (for ſo we take it to be) during 
| all that time. 


3. His Majeſty not having viſited his dominions 
abroad theſe two laſt years, will very probably leave 
the kingdom the next ſpring to that end; in which 
time, this great power of ſuſpecting and impriſoning 
the ſubjects at will, and detaining them in priſon till 
the 24th of October 1723, and for as much longer 
time, as till they can, after that, take the benefit of the 

Habeas Corpus act (if they can then do it all) will 
be lodged in the hands of ſome our fellow-ſub- 
jets, who we are not ſo ſure will be above all pre- 
— and partialities, as we are that his Majeſty 
will. 8 | 


4. This weakens the proviſions made for the Lords 
and members of the other houſe of Parliament, that 
they ſhall not be committed, or detained, fitting the 
Parliament, without the conſent of the houſes reſ- 
pectively, ſince it is very probable the Parliament 
w1ll not be ſitting the greateſt part of the time for 
which this bill, if enacted, will continue a law: And 
ſuch is the weakneſs of human nature, that we can- 
not be aſſured, but that the apprehenſion of what 
may befall any member of Parliament while the 
Parliament is not fitting, may have ſome influence 
on the freedom of acting in Parliament. 


5. The Dictatorial power was always ended, or 
laid down immediately, when the urgent occaſion for 
it was over; and it was never continued much longer, 
till a little before the great ſtate, from which all o- 


thers draw ſo many maxims of government, loſt its 
— 8 


. Ebor. 


W. Ebor. Scarſdale, Hay, 
Craven, Angleſey, Bathurſt, 
Litchfield, Osborn, Aylesford, + 
Aßburnbam, Trevor,  Maſjham, © 


Cowper, Bingley, Uxbridge, 
Strafford, Cheſter, Gower. 
Guilford, 


Then the bill was read a third time with the ſaid 
amendments, and paſſed. | 


Diſſentient, 
Scarſdale, Litchfield, Bathurſt, 
Cowper, Gower, Hay, 
Osborn, Uxbridge, Afſpburnham, 
Angleſey, Guilford, Craven, 
Maſham, Bingley, Strafford. 
Lechmere, 


The principal opponents of the bill, were the Reatons a- 
Earls of Angleſey, Cowper, Strafford, and Coningsby, — _ 
the Lords Trevor, Bathurſt, and Bingley, who in ge- 
neral repreſented, * That the Habeas Corpus act be- 
© ing, on all hands, admitted to be the greateſt and 

ſtrongeſt bulwark of Engliſb liberty, it did not 
conſiſt with the wiſdom of Parliament, to ſuſpend 
it without an abſolute neceſſity. That, indeed, in 
caſes of actual rebellion, or intended invaſion, that 
act had been, ar times before, ſuſpended ; but yet 
this was done ſparingly, by degrees, and never for 
above the term of ſix months. That this conſi- 
deration put them under a very melancholy appre- 
henſion, for the very being or effect of that ex- 
cellent law, ſince the ſuſpenſion of it for a year, 
might he as good a precedent for the ſuſpending it, 
on another occaſion, for the term of two years, as 
any former precedent was now for the preſent ſuſ- 
penſion. That the horrid and deteſtable conſpi- 
racy, which occaſioned this ſuſpenſion, having been 


« diſcovered and notified to the city of London _ 
| | < five - 
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© five months before, and divers of the conſpirators 
< impriſoned for it a conſiderable time paſt, it was 
« yery unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the danger of 
this plot, in the hands of an able, faithful, and di- 

ligent miniſtry, would continue for a year or more 

yet to come, and that in ſo high a degree as to re- 
© quire a ſuſpenſion of the liberty of the ſubject, for 
© ſo they took the Habeas Corpus-AFF to be. That, 
indeed, their juſt apprehenſions would, in great 
< meaſure be removed, if they could flatter themſelves 
with the hopes, that his Majeſty, on whoſe known 
equity, goodneſs, and clemency they intirely de- 

* pended, would remain among us during the whole 

time of this ſuſpenſion : But that his Majeſty not 

having viſited his dominions abroad theſe two laſt 
years, would very probably leave the kingdom the 
next ſpring to that end. That in his Majeſty's 

abſence, this great power of ſuſpecting and im- 

priſoning the ſubjects at will, and detaining them 

in priſon till the 24th of Ofober 1723, and for as 
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much longer time as till they can after that, take 
the benefit of the Habeas Corpus-AF, (if they could 
then do it at all) would be lodged in the hands of 
our fellow ſubjects, who could not be ſuppoſed to 
be above all prejudices and partialities, as their 
Lordſhips were ſure his Majeſty was; and who, 
beſides, might have private piques and reſentments 
to gratify. That this bill did, in effect, veſt the 
miniſters with an authority almoſt as arbitrary and 
extenſive as that of a Roman Didtator, ſince they 
might inflict even on innocent perſons, (who ſhould 
have the misfortune to diſpleaſe them) a puniſh- 
ment of above a year's impriſonment, which comes 
little ſhort of death, and which oftentimes occaſions 
it. That the Dictatorian power among the Romans, 
was always ended or laid down immediately, after 
the occaſion for which it was given, was over; 
and it was remarkable, that it was never continued 
much longer, till a little before the Roman com- 
5 monwealth, 
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* monwealth, from which all other ſtates, draw fo 
* many maxims of government, loſt its liberties. 
That ſo long a ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus- 
Ad, weakens the proviſion made in the bill for the 
members of either houſe of Parliament, that hey 
* ſhall not be commilted or detained, ſitting the Palia- 
ment, untill the matter be ſirſi communicated and the 
conſent obtained of the houſes reſpectively, ſince it is 
very probable, the Parliament will not be fitting 
the greateſt part of the time, for which this bill was 
enacted, would continue a law; That ſuch is the 
weakneſs of human nature that the apprehenſion of 
what might befall a member of Parliament while 
the Parliament is not fitting, might have ſome in- 
fluence on the freedom of Parliament. And upon 
the whole matter, fince ſo long a ſuſpenſion was 
liable to ſo many inconveniencies, they thought it 
adviſable, and conſiſtent with the uſual prudence 
of that auguſt aſſembly, to reduce it to the term 
of ſix months; at the end of which, if there ap- 
peared to be a neceſſity for it, it might be continued 
ſix months longer, as was done before in this very 
reign, during the late rebellion. 
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The Lords Viſcounts Harcourt and Townſhend, 


the Lord Carteret, the Dukes of Argyle, Grafion, 
Wharton, and Newcaſtle, and ſome other Peers, re- 
moved the objections raiſed either again the bill it 
ielf, or the continuance of it for a whole year, The 


ſubſtance of their arguments was, a few days after, 


publiſhed as follows, 


; * | - . \ Reaſons for 
N the preſent uneafine/s, which is very natural to Be 


I Enpliſhmen, upon every ſuſpen/ion of the Habeas! 
orfus act; (and which is induſtriouſly and artfully. | 


heightened, upon occaſion of the a# juſt now paſſed 
to that purpoſe; ) it is not enough to tell them, in 
general, that it is an a abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure 
them from ruin, and from the total loſs of all other 
acts, and of this [Habeas Corpus act it ſelf. But, it is 


neceſſary 


bills 
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_ neceſſary for us all, before we can or ought to be ſa- 


tisfed in ſo important a point, to enter carefully into 
the particular queſtions, which naturally ariſe upon 
this ſubject ; and which muſt be ſifted and debated, 


before any one who loves his country and his liberty, 


can acquieſce. 5 
1. Whether it be fit, upon any occaſion to ſuſ- 


pend the ordinary operation of the Habeas Corpus 


act? 2, Whether there be any reaſon ſufficient to 
© make it fit to do it now? 3. Whether if it ought 
nod to be done, it ought to be done for ſo long a 
time as a year? Theſe take in every thing rela- 
ting to the point in hand. | 

The fr/t of theſe queſtions has been reſolved con- 
ſtantly, without any heſitation, in the affirmative, by 
the dom of all Parliaments, ever ſince the making 
that a, Their behaviour, and the laws made by 
them, have ever ſhewed, that it was a determined 
caſe with them, that upon occaſion of any conſpiracy 
againſt the ate, (the execution of which always de- 
pends upon the perſons of the conſpirators, and the 
liberty they enjoy to adviſe and to act) it was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to grant to the executive power, 
for a time, a right to apprehend and detain the per- 
ſons of ſuch as ſhould be ſuſpected to have a part in 
it. Otherwiſe, they always argued, there muſt ſoon 
be an end of our eſtabliſhment, and all our liberties ; 
and that without this, the Habeas Corpus act it ſelf 
muſt be much worſe than mere diriy parchment, or 
waſte paper: for it muſt be it {elf the very inſtru- 


ment, and immediate occaſion of that ruin, and lols { 


of liberty, it was deſigned to prevent. Accordingly, 
ſeven times, ſince the revolution, has that a# ſuffered 


ſuſpenſion, as abſolutely neceſſary to the preſervation 
of the a# it ſelf, and all the privileges of it. Seven 
times have our predeceſſors, with one voice in Parlia- 
ment, decreed ſuch a power to the crown, for the pre- 
- venting total ruin, And this, with the higheſt rea- 
ſon of fate, allowed of and practiced upon, by all 


cates 
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ſtates and kingdoms; and by none more, than where 
the greateſt liberty has flouriſned, which has cauſed 
the greateſt dread of loſing, it. 1 
But there need not examples. The reaſon of the 
thing is plain. For what indeed avails it to have a 
good conſtitution, if there be not in that conſtitution 
ſomewhere lodged a power of preſerving it ſelf by | 
extraordinary methods, upon extraordinary occaſions? - | 
What imports it, to have a roll of parchment, called 1 
an act of Parliament for the liberty of the ſubject; 
if, at the call of imminent danger, which threatens 
the deſtruction of this act, and all acts, there be not 1 
a power lodged and exerted, to confine the perſons of = 4 
ſome, that the per ſons of all may not ſuffer by that | } 
liberty, which ſuch conſpirators enjoy, merely by virtue 
of this act? To what purpoſe will be afterwards 
to aſk, why did not they who knew of theſeconſpi- 1 
rators, and who were t: guard againſt them, at leaſt 1 
confine them where they could do no miſchief ? The 
anſwer. muſt be, becauſe they had no power by law 
todo it. The queſtion then will be equally in vain, 
why did not they aſk and demand it of Parliament? 
Why,. becauſe they had a veneration for the Habeas 
Corpus act, the darling and defence of the people. 
The next voice will then be this, Why do you tell 
us of our darling and our defence? Call it no longer 
by thoſe names; it is our poiſon and ruin, if a regard 
to that has brought deſtruction upon us, and prevent- 
ed the meaſures which alone could have ſaved us. 
We are now dead, for fear of death; and have lof 
this, aZ, and all the effect of it, for ever, out of a 
ſuperſtitious dread of ſuffering 17aytors to loſe the be- 
nefit of it for a ſeaſon. | 
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The ſecond of the foregoing queſtions is anſwered 
under the firſ#. It only depends upon this, Whether 
there be in fact, a deſign of introducing a Popiſp 
prince, at the hazard of all that is valuable to Britons 
and Proteſtants, now going on. Whoever doubts of 
this in his own ſoul, Iam free to give him leave to 
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be intirely and for ever diffatisfied with every 


thing done to prevent itz becauſe I am confident 
no one can doubt it, who has eyes, or ears, or 
common underſtanding. Whoever does not doubt 


it, can no more doubt of the reaſonableneſs of fol- 


lowing the uſual method | chalked out to us by all 
preceding Parliaments, and by all free governments 
in the world. After what the King has, with the 
utmoſt ſolemnity, laid before the Parliament, it 
had been, in my poor opinion, much more ſin- 
cere and becoming, to have addreſſed him in 


humble manner, and begged of him to return in 


peace to his own people abroad, than to have de- 
layed one hour to give him that teſtimony of 
their confidence, and thoſe aſſurances of their zeal, 
which every Parliament ſince the revolution had, 
upon much leſs declarations, given to his prede- 
ceſſors. In what a condition indeed, had his and 
our affairs appeared to all abroad, if they had 
ſeen the Parliament of Britain it ſelf cold and in- 
different in ſuch a cauſe, and denying their pre- 
ſent King the powers neceſſary even for the pre- 
ſervation of his own life againſt violence, as well 
as of the whole conſtitution againſt ruin? | 

But the bird queſtion creates the difficulty, 
why for fo long a time, as a whole year? Upon 
this, it 1s worth remembering, that there was no 
formal conteſt, as I am informed, in Parliament, 
about the doing the thing it ſelf. It was by mot 


allowed, or ſuppoſed, to be right and neceſlary: } 


though, at every proper place, arguments were 
thrown in, which plainly enough ſhewed, that 
there lay the grief, that it ſhould be done at all. 
However, to gain a greater number, that was given 
up. Some would conſent to it for three, ſome 
for four, and ſome for fix months. But they could 
not poſſibly (ſuch was their love to their country!) 
conſent to it for zwelve months. When I heard 
this, I preſently thought with my ſelf, _— 
Lp 8 a an 
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Can theſe perſons truſt hemſelves, and s, and all 
their fellow-ſubjef7s, in the hands of the Min iſters 
for A months? And is it ſo terrible a thing to do 
it for % months more? If they can be ſafe and 
ſecure in this for the firſt / months,” and the con- 
dition of affairs requires it, ſurely they may be 
ſafe for the laſt fix months? If ſuch miſery and 


calamity be in the matter; ſuch horror and dread, 


that the government by the bow-/ring is better; 
why is it conſented to for /x months; why for 
four months? Nay, why for one? But if fx 
months can be reaſonably allowed, let us try whe- 
ther another fx months may not be as reaſonable. | 
No. It is too much; it is too long to truſt ſuch | 
a power. I grant it; twelve months is too long a 
time. So is fix months. So is four months. So is 
four days. But if twelve months be neceſſary; if 
the occaſion requires and demands ſuch a time; it 
is juſt as fi/ting, as twelve days, or twelve hours. 
It is a pain and a grief to think of doing it at all. 
No Englihman can conſent to it, but with reluc- 
tance. But to none can it be half ſo pungent, or 
half ſo uneaſy, as to thoſe who are to execute it, 
(if neceſſity calls them to it,) unleſs they are mon- 
ſters, void of all concern, and hardened into fore. 
If this were the ſpring time of the year, there is 
no one I believe, who would have aſked, and 
no one who would have conſented to give, more 
than fx months, becauſe that ſpace of time would 
take in all the ſummer, and reach down towards 
the -meeting of the Parliament again; And the 
ſummer being the time always of the greateſt dan- 
ger, that would be provided for; and the ,in 
would come on time enough to make farther pro- 


viſion, if neceffary. This is the coſe at preſent. 


| is a'certainty of a more reſolute deſign, 

(with ſeveral perſons of note actually embarked 

in it,) than perhaps has ever yet been known. 

There muſt be a proviſion at preſent, becauſe the 
8 2 Ez 


deſign 
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+ ſuſpenſion for twelve months: nor therefore can 
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deſign is at preſent working, far from being at an 


end. Put the caſe now, that this new law were 


to take effect but for four or fix months, and that 
at the end of that term the Miniſters were to re- 
preſent the neceſſity of prolonging it, (as was pro- 
poſed by ſome, ) if any ſuch neceſſity ſhould then 


appear. Not to mention the difficulties, and ca- 
vils, object ions and outcries, which would then be 
raiſed afreſh; are we ſuch ſtrangers to the cunning 
and dexterity of ſuch conſpirators, as to doubt that 
all care 'would be taken to huſh every thing into 


peace and quiet; that every mouth would be taught 


not to open too loud; much more every hand 
not to ſtir, during that four or /ix months; and 
that there might be ſuch a diſcipline and manage- 


ment exerciſed, that, if it were fit to keep, or to 


call the Parliament together, the Miniſters ſhould 
not have it in their power to demonſtrate clearly 


that there was any ſuch mark of diſturbance ſtir- 
ring, or any ſuch treaſons ſtill v;/ib/e, as would be 


ſufficient, to urge the continuance of this a#. 
But as ſoon as that term expired, and the time 


for a#ion came, what would they do, or what 
would they not do, when it would be ſafe for 


them to exert themſelves again, and they could 
have the benefit of this habeas corpus act to elude 
any confinement? „ 7 | 


Baut, it is ſaid, precedents are againſt you. This 
ſuſpenſion never yet was made for ſo long a time. 
It may be ſo; though one was continued to nine 
months, pretty near this. But precedents are on 


the ſide of this material part of the proviſion, 
. that the ſeaſon in which the Parliament was not 
ſitting, was always the ſeaſon taken care of. In 
this, precedents lead us. And the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe the execution of ſuch deſigns is generally in 


that ſeaſon, No one ever pretended that a fi, 


. penſion for ſix or nine months was a precedent for 3 


the 


3 
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| the preſent ſu/pen/ion for one yenr, ever be a prece- 


dent for a ſuſpenſion hereafter for two years; as 
ſome would ſeem to fear, though there be an ab- 
ſurdity in the very ſuppoſition. But the care in 
former ſuſpenſions, to guard againſt danger in that 
part of the year when the Parliament would not be 
ſitting, was juſtly affirmed to be a precedent for 
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the ſame care in the preſent Juſpenſion; whick 


could not have been ſhewn, without extending 
the term through the ſummer. Accordingly, it 
is impoſſible that extending the preſent act to the 
ſummer. can be a precedent any farther, than for 
taking care of the interval between ſeſion and 
n.. | STEW. ee EDD 
Seven times has this act, in the ſame form, 
paſſed, but neyer with more certain and undoubt- 
ed neceſſity, © than at prefent, It always guarded 
againſt the danger of the ſummer : and his: cannot 
do the ſame, without remaining in force for a 
year, If it be a melancholy thing to think of. 
ſuch a ſuſpen on, whom muſt Engliſbmen thank 
for ſuch an evil, but thoſe who by their repeated 
deſigns make it abſolutely neceſlary? Whom: muſt 
they curſe, if ſuch deſigns had prevailed for want 
of a ſuſpenſion, but an adminiſiration that would 
not contend for it? It may be abuſed, without 
doubt; there is a Poſſibility of that. Bur there is 
a probability it will not, becauſe it never has made 
matter for ſo much as one complaint, | under the 
ſeven foregoing trials; and for a ſtronger: reaſon; 
becauſe it is evidently perſonal deſtruction to thoſe 
Minifters,, who attempt to abuſe it. But the paſſi- 
bility: of ſuch abuſe is no argument againſt the ne- 
ceſſity of extraordinary methods; and is greatly 
outweighed by the certainty or bigh probability of 
confuſion firſt, and ruin afterwards, Without it. 
Nor can I compare this .dread--of preventing a 
preſent ruin by a net bod, which has in it the bare 


poſſibility of being abuſed, to any thing better, 
905 ö 8 than 


3 
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than to the temper of a man, who, hearing the 
main beam of his houſe crack, and feeing it all 
yielding and tumbling upon his head, reſolves not 
to eſcape out of it too rafhly, becauſe it is barely 
poffible that a tile may fall from the top of the 
houſe upon his head. Sometbing muſt be hazarged 
ro fave all; and when the whole 1s in danger, a 
part muſt not have all our care. A power to ſave 
is always in fome degree a Power to hurt. A power 


to do good always carries with it a power (though 


not a rigbt) to do evil. But power muſt be truſt- 
ed ſomewhere upon ſuch occaſions: and they truſt 
it moſt: reaſonably, who truſt it for a ſeaſon of 


_ neceſſity only, where ſelf-intereſt and ſelf preſer- 


vation forbid the abuſe of it. I ſay, /elf preſer- 
vation. For it is at their own peril, that the Mi- 
arfters act under fuch a Jaw: and they muſt know 
affuredly, that if there be the leaſt abuſe of the 
power given them, through malice or wantonneſs, 
at hir hands it will be required; and at the end 


af the term allowed, the men themſelves, who 


veſted this power in them, will meet together with 


— as great an mdignation againſt them, and reſolution 


to deſtroy them, as they now have ſhewn with 
regard to the conſpirators. There is a day of rec- 


konmp.” This is ſecurity enough, even in the opi- 


nion of thoſe who can think a Miniſtry vile enough 
without it, to be wicked merely for wickedneſs 
ſake. And the ſecarity is the ſame, as well in the 


_ abſence: of his Majeſty (which ſome have been 


pleaſed unneceſſarily to ſuppoſe, to heighten their 


argument) as in his preſence. For as a King of 


Ga Britain, though preſent, is never ſuppoſed 
to nct, but by his AMiniſters, and they are account- 


able for ai that is done; ſo, in his abſence, if 


there can be a difference, they are much more, but 
without doubt, equally, accountable; no other cha- 
radtir that can be given them, altering at all their 


 minifterial office, or rendering them at all the leſs 


free 
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free from the apprehenſion and awe of a parlia- 
mentary. inquiry. _ 

But why ſo much zeal. againſt * length of 
time, when it cannot ſhew it ſelf without groſs 
ſelf-contradiction ? They who make this objection 
from a ſuppoſed abſence, themſelves profeſs a rea- 
dineſs to continue this act into the ſummer, if ne- 


ceſſary; which is liable to the ſame objection. 


And they who think this a# ſo ſecure from abuſe, 


while a Parliament is ſitting to keep power in 


awe, cannot. but know that the Parliament muſt 
meet again at the end of this term; and that 
there is in truth as effectual and as beneficial an 
awe, from the certainty that it muſt meet then, as 
from the ſeeing it met now, 


On Friday, the 12th day of October, the houſe 


of Lords preſented the following addreſs to his 


e 


hh. gracious Sovereign, 
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| E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Adereſs of 
8 ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and tem- to the King, 


« pcral in Parliament aſſembled, humbly return 
your Majeſty the thanks of this houſe for your 
* Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, 
and for communicating to your Parliament the 
dangerous deſigns formed, and ſtill carrying on, 


* againſt your Majeſty's moſt ſacred perfon and 


government, in favour of a popiſh pretender, 


We cannot ſufficiently expreſs our deteſta- 


tion and abhorrence thereof, or our juſt indig- 
nation againſt all fuch as have, by. any means 
* whatſoever, traiterouſly endeavoured to alienate 
the affections of your Majeſty's good ſubjects, 
© or, by maliciouſly fomenting any of their late 
diſcontents, however occaſioned, to raiſe them 
to a e a ne . 
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»We think our ſelves in duty bound, on this 
occaſion, to declare our very great ſatisfaction 
in the wiſe meaſures taken by your Majeſty, 
which, by the bleſſing of God, hath hitherto 
diſappointed the treaſonable projects of all your 
enemies, and happily preſerved the peace and 
tranquility of the kingdom. 8 
Could the enemies of our peace have procur- 
ed a foreign force to invade us, and, by ſuch 
aſſiſtance, a rebellion to have been raiſed in the 
heart of your kingdom, though we affure our 
ſelves ſo deſperate: an attempt muſt have ended 
in their own deſtruction, it is not yet to be 
doubted, but that the city of London, whoſe 
wealth and influence have been ſo conſtantly 
employed in oppoſing popery ahd arbitrary 
power, would have felt the utmoſt efforts of 
their fury, and the kingdom been made a ſcene 
of bloodſhed and confuſion. | 137 
Such of your Majeſty's good ſubjects, as may 
have been unwarily miſled at fo critical a junc- 
ture, muſt now plainly diſcern the difference be- 
tween thoſe great calamities, from which, by 
the bleſſing of God, they have been hitherto 
preſe ved, and the imaginary dangers with which 
they have been induſtriouſly amuſed. 
Me cannot but acknowledge with moſt grate- 
ul hearts, the ineſtimable bleſſings we have 
enjoyed under your Majeſty's government dur- 
ing the whole courſe of your reign z and return 
your Majeſty our moſt unfeigned thanks for 
your Majeſty's moſt gracious declaration, on 
which we intirely depend, that your Majeſty 
will ſteadily adhere to our conſtitution in church 
and ſtate, and continue to make the laws of 
the realm the rule and meaſure of all your ac- 
tions. And we humbly beg leave to aſſure your 
+. Majeſty! of our moſt unſhaken fidelity; and 
th that We will, to the utmoſt of onr power, on all 
rü N * © OCCa- 
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« occaſions, ſtand. by and aſſiſt your: Majeſty, a- 
| + gainſt all your enemies whatſoever, . both at 


home and abroad, in maintenance of your Ma- 


« jeſty's undoubted right and title to the imperial 


crown of this realm. 


His MAJESTY's moſt gracious Asvzs. 
My Lords, 
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[thank you for this loyal _ dutiful 1 $0, The King's 


ſeaſonable.a mark of your zeal and affetion EY hon 
be of the greateſt ſervice at this critical juncture, 
and lay me under the ſtricteſt obligation to uſe the 


confidence you repoſe in me to no other ends, than the 


preſervation of the public tranquillity, and of the 
* and liberties of my people. | 


The Speaker of the Commons, and the other Proceedings 
members, having. ſpent the fittings of the 11th, mons, 
12 and 13th of Ociober in FLING themſelves, 


by taking the oaths, and -making and ſubſcribing 
the declaration and oaths of abjuration, according 
to the laws made for thoſe purpoſes, the houſe be- 
gan, on Monday the 1 5th, to enter upon buſineſs ; 
appointed and ordered the fitting of the grand 
Committees for religion, grievances, Courts 


Juſtice, trade, and privileges and elections; and 


made the uſual ſtanding orders and regulations. 
It is to be obſerved, that when they came to the 


Committee of privileges and elections, Mr. Hut- 


cheſon moved, that it ſhould conſiſt of 36, or ſuch 3 
other number of ſelef# members as the houſe ſhould Mr. Hurche- 


think fit, who ſhould be empowered to hear, try, 


ſon about a 
ſelect Come 


and a the merits of elections; and that no mittee of e- 
other members, but ſuch as were choſen by the met. 
houſe, might have votes in the ſaid Committee, 
He was ſeconded by Mr. Winnington Jefferys, 
who, in a long and learned ſpeech, ſhewed that 
"iy had been the conſtant uſage and 8 
ore 


Com- 


Debate 4 
bout an ad- 
dreſs of 


thanks, Ec. 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1722. 


before and after Queen Elizabeth's time, and that 
it had never been otherwiſe, till the long Parlia- 
ment in 1641, when all things were in confu- 
ſton; but nevertheleſs Mr. I n motion was 
dropt. 

Mr. Speaker having afterwards . the 
King's ſpeech to both houſes, William Pulteney, 
Eſq; ſtood up, and in a long and eloquent ſpeech, 
made a lively repreſentation * the © diſmal con- 


\ © ſequence of the horrid plot, if it had pleaſed 


© the divine providence that it had not been time- 
« Iy diſcovered; and moved for an addreſs of 


© thanks, on the ſeveral heads of his Majeſty's 


© ſpeech, particularly to congratulate his Majeſty 
© on the timely diſcovery of the dangerous and 
* unnatural conſpiracy againſt his Majeſty's per- 
« ſon and government; to expreſs the juſt deteſta- 


tion and abhorrence his faithful Commons had 


* 


© of all ſuch traiterous practices; and their indig- 
© nation and refentment againſt the authors and 
contrivers of them, Sc.“ This was ſeconded 
by Mr. Doddingion Bubb, and by the general aſ- 
ſent of the houſe; only Mr. Shippen moved, that 
to the paragraph, aſſuring his Majeſty chat his 
faithful Commons would enable him effectually 
© to ſuppreſs all remaining ſpirit of rebellion, theſe 
words might be added, with due regard to the li- 
berty of the ſubjett, he conftitution in church and 
fate, and the laws now in force. He was ſecond- 
ed by Sir William Wyndham; but Mr. Pulteney 
replied, < Thar ſuch a would be injurious 
* to the King, ſince it would look like making a 
© condition or bargain with his Majefty, and tacit- 
* ly imply, either that the laws had already been 
infringed, or that the Commons hers: jealous 
* Teſt his Majeſty ſhould, for the future break in 


upon the conſtitution : Therefore inſtead of the 


<-faid clauſe he propoſed, that at the latter end of 


the 3 they ſhould return his ä _ 
than 
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thanks for his moſt gracious declaration, that 
he would preſerve the conſtitution in church and 
; « ſtate,” and continue to make the laws of the 
; BB < realm; the rule and meaſure of all his actions.“ 
This was ſeconded by Mr. Longe; and then the 


- queſtion: being put, which of the two clauſes ſhould 

, be made part of the addreſs, it was carried for 

, Mr. Pulteneys clauſe, without any diviſion. Af- 

- ter this a Committee was appointed to draw up 

1 the ſaid addreſs ; which being, the next day re- 

- ported and agreed to, was, on "Wedneſday the 1 wy 

f preſented to his Majeſty by the whole houſe, as 

8 _ VIS. 

f 

d e gracious mene, 

— E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Are of 

— 6 ſubjects, the Commons of Great-Britain mons to the 

d in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return our Ks ; 
- humble thanks to your Majeſty for your: moſt ? 
d * gracious ſpeech from the throne. ; 
d It is with hearts full of joy we apr your | 
(- © facred perſon to congratulate your Majeſty, that, 4 
if + by the bleſſing of God, the deſigns of your ene- 1 
is © mies have hitherto been happily fruſtrated and j 
y « diſappointed. 

ſe We cannot ſufficiently acknowledge your Ma- 

1. Jeſty's care and vigilance, and the wiſe and pru- 

4 dent meaſures you have taken for our ſafety, in 

i. W ordering the encampment of the troops, and 

) WU © ſending for ſuch others from Jreland as were 

TE thought further neceſſary for the peace and 

a of this kingdom. And it is the greateſt ſatis- 

t- faction to us, to ſee the readineſs of your Ma- 

en jeſty's good friends and allies, the States- General, 

us to aſſiſt you with a good body of forces, if chere 

in 0 ING been occaſion. 

he But among all the ſteps taken for the alen of 

of your Majeſty and the kingdom, none can poſ- 


f "- equal that of the ſpeedy calling your GT 
Om- 


15 
1 
| 


We 
dutiful Parliament will convince them of the 
danger, as well as folly, of ſuch an attempt; 
and ſhew the whole world, that the generality 
and beſt part of your people are ſo far from 
giving any invitation to foreign powers to in- 
* vade us, that they will, with their lives and for- 
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Commons together in Parliament, who are met» 
determined with the utmoſt unanimity and zeal, 
* to do every thing in their power for the preſer- 
vation of your Majeſty's moſt ſacred perſon: 
Nor can leſs be expected from the gratitude and 


affection of a free people, ſenſible that, through 


the whole courſe of your reign, no innovation 
© has been attempted in our holy religion, nor the 
© leaſt incroachment made upon the liberty or 
property of any of your ſubjects, and that the 
full enjoyment. of all that is dear and valuable to 
© them is intirely owing to your Majeſty's go- 
© yernment. 

Though the enemies to our happy eſtabliſh- 
© ment ſhould have malice and boldneſs enough, 


© ſtill to be carrying on their traiterous deſigns, 


© yet we are perſuaded that all uneaſineſs and ap- 


© prehenſions will vaniſh, when your faithſul Com- 


© mons aſſure. your Majeſty, that they will enable 
© you effectually to ſuppreſs all remaining ſpirit of 
© rebellion. SPN 2 e 
If neither the ſacred obligation of the moſt 


© ſolemn oaths, nor the certain miſery they muſt 
© bring upon their country, who would attempt 


© to overturn this government, can deter them 
from fuch deſperate undertakings : If there be 
© any of your Majeſty's ſubjects, who are ſo aban- 
< daned, as to be ready to exchange the proteſtant 
+ religion for popery, and liberty for ſlavery, yet 

hope the vigorous reſolutions of a loyal and 


— 


tunes, ſupport your Majeſty againſt all your ene- 
J then ge 


* We 
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We cannot therefore expreſs too great an ab- 
« horreknce of ſuch. unnatural practices, nor too 
great an indignation . againſt thoſe who would 
have made the capital of this flouriſhing king- 


« dom a ſcene of blood and deſolation. Wicked | 


men! While they have the malice to revile your 

government, and attempt to overturn it, at the 
ſame time have the inſolence to depend upon the 
clemency of it for their ſecurity : While they 
© are endeavouring to deſtroy all liberty, they are 
* clamouring that a few of them are, for the pu- 


* blic ſafety, confined : While they are attempt- 


ing to deſtroy all propety, they are murmuring 
at the neceſſary taxes given to your Majeſty for 


the ſecurity of it: And while they act againſt 


all law themſelves, they truſt, and are confident, 

© that even in their own caſes the laws of the realm 

© will be the rule and meaſure of your actions. 
We beg leave to acknowledge, with great gra- 


« titude, your Majeſty's goodneſs, in aſſuring us, 


© that notwithſtanding the traiterous practices of 


your enemies have made the increaſe of the an- 


© nual expence neceſſary, yet care will be taken, 


that the ſupplies to be aſked for the year enſuing, 


© ſhall very little exceed what was Siren for the 


ſervice of the laſt. 
And we aſſure your Majeſty, . we will not 
1 only make good the extraordinary expences that 


© have. been already incurred, but will, with all 
* chearfulneſs, grant whatever ſhall be neceſſary 


for the ſafety of the kingdom; being intirely 


convinced that we can by no other means reſtore 
public credit, and enable ourſelves to attempt 


the gue reduction of the great national debt 
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£ And we do with all humility return your Ma- 

6 jeſty our unfeigned thanks for your moſt gracious 

declaration. on which we intirely rely, that your 

< Majeſty will ſteadily adhere to our conſtitution in 

church and ſtate, aud continue to make the laws 

4 © of the Realm the rule and meaſure of your 
c actions.” #2 


To this addreſs the King returned this gracious 
— * 


Gentlemen, ö 


The King's I Return you my hearty thanks for this very dutiful 

uniwes, and loyal addreſs. The ſcaſonable declarations of 
Your zeal and affection to my perſon and government, 
will, I doubt not, contribute very much to the tranguil. 
lity and ſafety of the kingdom; and as I ſhall always 
Took upon my own, and the intereſt of my people, to be 
inſeperable, you may be aſſured I ſhall make uo uſe of 
any power or confidence that my faithful Commons ſhall 
Place in me, but in ſupport of the conſtitution, and in 
maintenance of the rights and liberties of my people. 


On Monday, the 15th, after the Commons had 
agreed to Mr. Pulteney's motions for the addreſs, ſe- 
veral orders were made for warrants to be iſſued out 
for the electing new members; and then Mr. Juſtice 
Tracy, and Mr. Baron Price brought down from the 
Lords to the Commons, the bill, intitled, An act to 
empower his Majeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch perſons 
as bis Majeſty ſpall fuſpe are conſpiring againſt his 
perſon and government ; which, upon Mr. Walpolés 
motion, was immediately read the firſt time, and 


Debateabout Order to be read a ſecond time, the next morning. 
Haben Cr- -- Accordingly, on Tueſday the 16th, the ſaid bill 
us att in 


che houſe of Was read a ſecond time, and a motion being made, 
Commons, and the queſtion put thereupon, that it be commit- 
a | ted 
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ted to a Committee of the whole houſe, the ſame was 
oppoſed by Mr. Cæſar, who, in a long ſpeech, re- 
preſented the dangerous conſequences of a ſuſpenſion 
of the Habeas Corpus ad, to the rights and liberties 
of Engliſh men. He was ſeconded by Mr. Hun- 
gerford; but Mr, Bromley ſaid thereupon, *: That 
the chief objection againſt this bill being in point 
© of time, and whether the ſaſpenſſon was to continug 
« fix or twelve moaths;z it was more proper to 
debate it in a Committee than in a houſe, and 
< therefore he was for committing it: Which, after 
ſome ſmall oppoſition, was carried without dividing- 
The houſe being immediately reſolved into that 
Committee, and the right honourable the Earl af 
Hertford placed in the chair, Mr. Spencer Cowper 


ſtood up, and opened the debate, ſuggeſting among 


other things, * That he, and all his family, had 
come as early and as readily into the revolution, 
and on all occaſions, had appeared as zealous for 
< the preſent happy ſettlement, as any one: But yet 
he could not be of opinion to truſt the liberties 
* of the people in the hands of any mini- 
« ſtry, for ſo long a time as above a year. That 
neither in King William's nor Queen Anne's reigns, 
nor ſince his preſent Majeſty's acceſſion to the 
Throne, even in times of open and actual rebel- 


lion, the Habeas Corpus act, had ever been ſuſpend- 


ed for above ſix months; and therefore he moved, 
that the preſent ſſpenſon might be limited to that 


term.“ He was ſeconded and backed by Mr. Smitb, 


and Sir Joſeph Fetvil Maſter of the rolls, who added, 
That if at the end of thoſe ſix months there ap- 
peared to be a neceſſity for a farther ſuſpenſion, * 
* ſhould," and he doubted not but the whole thouſe 
* would readily come into it? They were an- 


ſwered by the Attorney General, who to ſhew the 
neceſſity of the ſuſpenſion for a whole year ſaid a- 
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mong other things, That the preſent conſpiracy | 


© being 
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being laid deep, ſpreading far and wide, and con- 
< ſiſting of ſeveral branches, it required a great deal 
of time to unravel, and make a full diſcovery of 
it.“ Mr. Worſley having anſwered him, he was 
replied to by Sir Wilfred Lawſon, in a long and 

warm ſpeech ; after which the debate — continued 

between Mr. Hungerford, Mr. Winnington Feffreys, 
Mr. Hutcheſon and Mr. Sloper, who ſtickled for Mr. 
Cowper's motion, and Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Yonge, and 
Mr. Pelham, who were for agreeing to the bill without 
amendments. Atlaſt, Rob. Walpole, Eſq; laid before the 
aſſembly ſome particulars of the deteſtable and dange- 
rous conſpiracy, which for ſometime paſt had been, and 

- was ſtill carrying on, for the utter ſubverſion of the 
preſent happy ſettlement. He faid, among other 
things, © That this wicked deſign was formed about 
__ © Chriſftmaſs laſt ; that the conſpirators had at firſt, 
made application to ſome Potentates abroad, for 

Aan aſſiſtance of 5000 men; that being denied, 
they afterwards (about the month of April) made 

farther application and earneſt inſtances for 3 thou- 
fand men; that being again diſappointed in their 

expectations from foreign aſſiſtance, they reſolved 
deſperately to go on, confiding in their own 

ſtrength, and fondly depending on the diſaffection 

in England; and that their firſt attempt was to 

have been the ſcizing of the bank, the Exchequer, 

and ſuch other places where the public money was 

lodged. That the government had undoubted in- 

formations of this plot ever ſince May laſt; but ne- 

vertheleſs thought fit not to take up any body, be- 
cauſe there being then two terms coming on toge- 
ther, the conſpirators Would have had the benefit 
of the Habeas Corpus act, and ſo the apprehending 
them was put off till the long vacation. He add- 
ed, that the traiterous deſigns againſt his Majeſty's 
per ſon and government, had been carrying on ever 

ſince the death of the late Queen; and that they 
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could prove that there had been a meeting of ſome 


© conſiderable perſons, one of whom was not far 


© off, wherein it had been propoſed to proclaim the 


© Pretender at the royal Exchange, That an exact 


account of this deteftable conſpiracy would, in due 


time, be laid before the Parliament: And as to the 
* buſineſs now before them, tho? it was true, that 
© the Habeas Corpus aft had never before been ſuſ- 
* pended for above fix months, yet conſidering the 
Lords had made this ſuſpenſion for a whole year, 
if the Commons) ſhould go about to alter it, the 
* ſame might occaſion a difference between tne two 
© houſes, which at this time of jealouſy and danger, 
© might ſound ill in foreign courts.” After this 
ſpeech, about ſeven o'clock in the evening, the 
queſtion being put, that the bill do paſs, as it was 


ſent down from the Lords; it was carried in the af- 
firmative by a majority of 246 voices againſt 193. 


Then the Speaker reſumed the chair, and the Earl 
of Hertford having immediately reported the ſaid 
bill to the houſe, without any amendment, the faid 
bill was read the third time and paſſed, without di- 
viding. vw | 


On the 17th" of Ocflober, the King came to the The bill for 
houſe of Peers with the uſual ſolemnity, and the nahes, 
Commons being ſent for up, and attending, his Ma- Cpu: ad, 


jeſty gave the royal aſſent to the ſaid bill, an tract 
of which, is as follows: 1 4 


\ 


Aiftrat of an AF to. impower his Majeſty to 


ſecure and detain ſuch perſons as his Majeſty ' 


(ball ſuſpect are conſpiring againſt his \perſon 
and government. er d a 


ES 
ES 


XI Hereas there has been a traiterous and de- 


and is ſtill carrying on by Papiſts, and other wick- 
Vor. VIII. E N ed 


teſtable conſpiracy formed and contrived, 
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© ed perſons, for invading this realm, and to raiſe 


jinſurrections and rebellions within this kingdom, 
© to the utter ruin and ſubverſion of the Proteſtant 
< religion, and the laws and liberties of this king- 
dom: For the better preſervation of his Majeſty's 
« ſacred perſon, and for ſecuring the peace of this 
kingdom, in this time of imminent danger, againſt 


all attempts and conſpiracies whatſoever z be it 


* enacted, 'That every perſon or perſons, that are or 
© ſhall be in priſon within the kingdom of Great 
Britain, upon the tenth day of October, one thou- 


ſand ſeven hundred twenty two, or after, by war- 
© rant of his ſaid Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy. 


© council, ſigned by ſix of the ſaid Privy-council, 
* for high treaſon, ſuſpicion of high treaſon, or trea- 
< ſonable practices, or by warrant ſigned by any of 
© his Majeſty's ſecretaries of ſtate, for ſuch cauſes, 
© as aforeſaid, may be detained in cuſtody with- 
cout bail, until the twenty fourth day of October, 
© one thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty three; and 
© that no Judge or Juſtice of the Peace ſhall bail 
© or try any ſuch perſon, without order from his ſaid 
* Majeſty's Privy-council, ſigned by ſix of the ſaid 
Privy- council, till the ſaid twenty fourth day of 
October, one thouſand ſeven hundred twenty three. 

That the act made in Scotland, in the year of 
© our Lord, one thouſand ſeven hundred and one, 
< intitled, An act for preventing wrongous impriſon- 
ment, and againſt undue delays in tryals, in ſo far 


_ © as the ſame may be conſtrued to relate to caſes of | 
_ © treaſon, and ſuſpicion of treaſon, be ſuſpended un- 


til the ſaid twenty fourth day of OZober, one thou- 
fand ſeven hundred and twenty three; and that 
until the ſaid day, no Judge, Juſtice of Peace, 
© or other officer of the law in Scotland, ſhall liberate, 
try, or admit to bail, any perſonthat is, or ſhall bein 


_ + -priſon within Scotland, for ſuch cauſes, as aforeſaid, 


-< without 
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« without order from his ſaid Majeſty's Privy-coun- K 

* cil, ſigned by fix of the ſaid Privy- council. 1 
Provided, that from and after the ſaid twenty 

« fourth day of OZober, one thouſand ſeven hundred 

and twenty three, the perſons ſo committed, ſhall 

© have the benefit of all laws providing for the li- 

« berty of the ſubjects of this realm; and that this 

act ſhall continue until the ſaid twenty fourth day 

of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and twen- 

« ty three, and no longer. | 

Provided, that nothing in this act ſhall extend 

« to invalidate the ancient privileges of Parliament, 

« or to the impriſonment, of any member of either 

* houſe of Parliament, during the fitting of ſach 

Parliament, until the matter be firſt communica- 

ted to the houſe, and the conſent of the ſaid houſe 

+ obtained.” | | 


As ſoon as the King was withdrawn, the Lord 
Carteret acquainted the houſe of Peers, That the 
* Biſhop of Rocheſter, the Lord North and Grey, 
and the Earl of Orrery, who were committed to 
the Tower for high treaſon, having entered into 
a dangerous conſpiracy againſt his Majeſty's per- 
* ſon and government, his Majeſty defired the con- 
* ſent of the houſe to detain the ſaid Lords priſoners ' 
in the Tower, by virtue of an act abovementioned? 
to which the houſe readily conſented. | 


On the 26th of Ofober, the Lord Viſcount Town- 
ſhend, one of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of 
ſtate, ſignified ro the houſe of Peers, That his D-bateaboug 
* Majeſty had cauſed the perſon of Thomas Duke of metaxe e 
* Norfolk, to be ſeized, having juſt cauſe to ſuſpect ga houſe of 
that he was mgaged in the conſpiracy now carry- ting to the 
ing on, and his Majeſty did therefore deſire the — 
* conſent of the houſe, to his being committed to the * 
* Tower, and detained on ſuſpicion of High treaſon, 
according to the act lately paſſed, for n 
"T2 - © Ws 
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the Habeas Corpus act.“ A motion being thereup- 
on made, to conſent that the ſaid Duke be committed 
and detained accordingly ; the ſame was ſtrenuouſly 
oppoſed by the Earls of Aylesford, Cowper, Angle- 
ſey, Strafford, Coningsby, and Uxbridge, the Lords 
Bathurſt, Lechmere, and ſome others ; but they were 
anſwered by the Lords Viſcounts Harcourt and 
Townſhend, the Duke of Newcaſile, the Lord Carte- 
ret, and ſome others; and after a very long and 
SeveralLords warm debate, the queſtion being put upon the ſaid 
Rind his be. motion, it was carried in the affirmative by a majo- t] 
ing commit- rity of ſixty voices againſt twenty eight. Here- a 
tained, upon nineteen Peers ſigned and entered a Proteſt a- i 


gainſt the ſaid reſolution, for the reaſons following: t 
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Ii. Ecauſe they apprehended it to be one of the 
ancient undoubted rights and privileges of 9 
this houſe, that no member of the houſe be impri- u 
ſoned or detained, during the fitting of Parliament, MW 7 
on ſuſpicion of high treaſon, until the cauſe and MW ir 
grounds of ſuch ſuſpicion be communicated to the © 
houſe, and the conſent of the houſe thereupon had, to 0 
fuch impriſonment or detainer; which ancient right MW Je 
or privilege is recognized and declared in plain, ex- IT 
preſs, and full terms in the act paſſed this ſeſſion of Par- © 
liament, to which the meſſage from his Majeſty refers. tt 


24ly, Becauſe it appeared clear to them, not only 9) 
from former precedents, even when no ſuch law was WW 
in being as that abovementioned, but alſo from the b. 
very neceſſary conſtruction of the proviſo therein, p: 
concerning the privileges of Parliament, that the P. 
houſe is intitled to have the matter of the ſuſpicion ia 
communicated to them, in ſuch manner as is con- ſu 
ſiſtent with the dignity of the houſe, and will enable ut 
them to deliberate, and found a right judgment I V 
thereupon, for, or againſt the impriſonment, or I ©i 
detainer, of the perſon concerned: But to maintain © {© 
that, while that law. ſhall be in force, it ſhall be © 

| 125 ſufficient 
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ſufficient in order to obtain the conſent of the houſe, 


to communicate a general ſuſpicion, that a member 
of the houſe is concerned in a traiterous confpiracy, 


without diſcloſing any matter or circumſtance to war- 


rant ſuch ſuſpicion, was in their opinions, an unjuſ- 
tifyable conſtruction of the ſaid proviſo, and 
ſuch as wholy deprives the houſe, of the liberty of 
giving their free and impartial advice to the Throne 


on this occaſion ; and ſuch a conſtruction being made 


upon a law ſo plainly intended by the wiſdom of 
this Parliament, to aſſert the privileges of both houſes, 
appeared to them to pervert the plain words and mean- 


ing of it, in ſuch a manner as renders it wholy deſtruc- 


tive to thoſe very privileges intended to be preſerved. 


 3dly, Becauſe his Majeſty having in effect re- 
quired the judgment and advice of the houſe, touch- 


ing the impriſonment and detainer of the Duke of 


Norfolk, they ought not, as they conceived, either 


in duty to his Majeſty, or in juſtice to the Peer con- 


cerned, to found their opinions concerning the ſame 
on any grounds, other than ſuch only as his Ma- 
jeſty had been pleaſed to communicate in his 
meſſage : And his Majeſty, by his meſſage, having 
communicated only a general ſuſpicion, they 
thought they could not without the higheſt injuſtice 
to the Duke, and the moſt palpable violation of one 
ot the moſt valuable privileges belonging to every 


member of this houſe, give their conſent to his im- 


priſonment, or detainer, and thereby make themſelves 
parties to, and in ſome degree the Authors of ſuch im- 


priſonment, until they had a more particular ſatiſ- 
faction, touching the matters of which he ſtands 


ſuſpected; more eſpecially conſidering the long and 
unprecedented duration of the act abovementioned, 


whereby the benefit not only of the act commonly 


called the Habeas Corpus att, but of Magna Charta it 
ſelf, and other valuable laws of liberty, are taken from 
the ſubjects of this realm, and extraordinary powers 

| 1 . are 


FE 


2; Eo Tor oe it 8 


S 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1722. 
are given to the perſons therein mentioned, over 


the liberties of the people, for a twelvemonth and 


upwards. 


4thly, Becauſe they thought it inconſiſtent as well 
with the honour and dignity as with the juſtice of 
this houſe, in the caſe of the meaneſt ſubjects, to 
come to reſolutions for depriving them of their li- 


| berty, upon other than clear ſatisfactory grounds; 


but as the members of bath houſes of Parliament, 
are by the laws and conſtitution of this kingdom in- 
veſted with peculiar rights and privileges, of which 
the aca, ere mentioned is a moſt eſſential 
one, as well for the ſupport of the crown it ſelf, as 
for the good and ſafety of the whole kingdom, they 
could not, as they conceived, without betraying thoſe 
great truſts which are repoſed in them as Peers of 
this realm, agree to a reſolution which tends to ſub- 
ject every member of this houſe, even ſitting the 
Parliament, to unwarrantahle and arbitrary impri- 
ſonments; and they had the greater reaſon to be 
jealous of the infringement of this privilege, on this 
occaſion, becauſe it had been eaſy, as they thought, 
for thoſe who had the honour to adviſe the framing 
the ſaid meſſage, to have communicated to this houſe 
the matter of which the Duke of Norfolk ſtood ſuſ- 
pected, in ſuch a manner as might be conſiſtent with 
the privileges of this houſe, and at the ſame time to 
have avoided any danger or inconvenience to the 
crown, with regard to the future proſecution of the 


faid Duke, (if any ſuch ſhould be ) 


5thly, Becauſe it is the known uſage and law of 


Parliaments, that this houſe will not permit any Peer 
to be ſequeſtred from Parliament on a general im- 
chment of the Commons, even for high treaſon, 
till the matter of the charge be ſpecified in articles 
exhibited to this houſe, which explained to them the 
| nature 
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er nature of the privilege intended to be ſecured by the 
d proviſo, and is the higheſt inſtance of the care of this 

houſe to preſerve it from being violated on any pre- 

tence whatſoever 3 but, in their opinions, it muſt 


Jl create the greateſt inconſiſtence and repugnancy in 
of the proceedings of the houſe, to conſent that a Peer 
to of the realm ſhould be impriſoned or detained, ſit- 
li- ting the Parliament, on ſuſpicion of high treaſon 
1 only, not warranted, for ought appeared to them, by 
t, any information given againſt him upon oath or 
n- otherwiſe, and no particular circumſtance of ſuch 
ch ſuſpicion being communicated to the houſe. | 

al | 

as 6thly, Becauſe a reſolution ſo ill grounded as this 
ey appeared to them, might produce very ill effects in 
Ye the preſent unhappy conjuncture of affairs, by crea- 
of IM ting freſh jealouſies in the minds of his Majeſty's ſub- 
b- jects, who could not fail of entertaining certain 
he hopes of the ſafety of his Majeſty's perſon and go- 
ri- vernment, againſt all his Majeſty's enemies, from 
be the advice and aſſiſtance of both houſes of Parlia- 
his ment, while they continued in the full enjoyment and 
ht, free exerciſe of their ancient, and legal rights and 
ing privileges; but, on the other hand, might be alarm- 
uſe ed with new fears for the honour and ſafety of his 


uſ- Majeſty and his government, by a reſolution taken 
ith by this houſe for the impriſonment of a Peer of the 
to realm, in ſuch manner, as, in their opinion, was 
the highly injurious to his perſon, and alſo to the pri- 
the vileges of every other Peer of this realm, and which 

might prove of fatal conſequence to the conſtitution 
of both houſes of Parliament.“ | 


of il | | 

eer Angleſey, Strafford, Bathurſt, 
m- W. Ebor. Cowper, Binglty, 
on, Fr. Ceſirien, Trevor, Foley, 

cles Scarſdale, Lechmere, Compton, 
the Briſtol, Alſhburnham, Osburn, 


ure Uxbridge, Guilford, ' Hay. | 
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On Friday 16th of November, the Lord Viſcount 


Townſhend, delivered to the houſe of Peers the fol- 


lowing meſſage ſigned by his Majeſty, viz. 
GEORGE R. 


| The King's e TL IIS Majeſty having been informed, That 


meſſage to 


e en OY. many ſcandalous declarations in print have 
Peers, about * been, by ſeveral foreign poſts, tranſmitted into 


the Preten- 


ders decla- 
ration, 


this kingdom, in order to be diſperſed among his 
good and faithful ſubjects, to poyſon their minds 
and ſeduce them from their allegiance ; ſeveral of 
< thoſe declarations have, by his Majeſty's order, e- 


< ven ſince his Majeſty received from both houſes of 


< Parliament the laſt moſt ſolemn and acceptable aſ- 
© ſurances of their fidelity, been intercepted ; and a- 
© mong them an original in writing, ſigned, as his 
< Majeſty has good reaſon to believe, by the Preten- 
© der himſelf. This, together with one of the print- 
< ed copies, his Majeſty has ordered to be laid be- 
© fore you, as a matter not unworthy of your conſi- 
< deration, ? 


After the reading of this meſſage, and of the de- 
claration therein mentioned, the Earl of Scarborough 
moved, that the houſe would come to ſome vigorous 
reſolutions, to ſhew their juſt reſentment of the high 
indignity offered, 1n the ſaid declaration, to his Ma- 
jeſty, and the whole Brit iſb nation; and being ſe- 
conded by the Lord Harcourt, a committee was ap- 


pointed to draw up the ſaid reſolutions, which were 


immediately reported and agreed to as follows, viz. 


8 Rue by the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, 
c [and Commons, ] in Parliament aſſembled, 
That the paper this day communicated by his Ma- 
« Jeſty, Intitled, Declaration of James the Third, 
King of England, Scotland, and Ireland, to all his 
loving ſubjetts of the three nations, and to all foreign 
Princes ang ſtates, to ſerve as a foundation for a laſt- 
3" | 3 ing 
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* ing peace in Europe, and ſigned James Rex, is a 
* falſe, inſolent, and traiterous libel, The higheſt 

* indignity to his moſt ſacred Majeſty King George, 
* our lawful and undoubted ſovereign, full of arro- 

* gance and preſumption, in ſuppoſing the Preten- 


t der in a condition to offer terms to his Majeſty ; 
e and injurious to the honour of the Britiſb nation, 
0 in imagining that a free Proteſtant people, happy 
8 under the government of the beſt of princes, can 
is * be ſo infatuated, as, without the utmoſt contempt 
ff and indignation, to hear of any terms from a 
>- WW © Popith bigotted Pretender. Fa +. 

of bel | | 

l < Reſolved, by the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, 
a- * [and Commons, ] in Parliament aſſembled, That 
ais the printed copy of the Pretender's declaration, 
n- mentioned in his Majeſty's meſſage, be burnt by 
at- the hands of the common hangman, at the Roya! 
be- Exchange in London, upon Tueſday next at one of the 


iſi- clock; and that the Sheriffs of London, do [then at- 
* tend in their own proper perſons, and] cauſe the 
* ſame to be burnt there accordingly.? 


This done the Lords ſent a meſſage to defire a 
conference with the Commons, which being readily 
agreed to, the Lord Preſident one of the managers 
for the Lords, acquainted the managers for the 
Commons, (who were Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Mr. Edgecombe, Mr. Comptroller, Mr. 
Pelham, Mr. Hutcheſon, Mr. Yonge, Mr. Bromley, 
and Colonel Bladen) That the Lords being deſirous 
always to keep up a good correſpondence with the 
oral, Commons, they had thought proper to communi- 
led, WW cate to them the meſſage their Lordſhips had recei- 
ved from his Majeſty, together with the declaration 
bird, therein mentioned, as alſo their Lordſhips reſolutions 
] his upon this extraordinary occaſion, upon which they 
reign I defired the concurrence of the Commons. The ma- 
laji- | nagers for the Commons being returned to their 
ing | houſe 


— 
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houſe, Mr. Pelham reported the conference, and that 
it was to communicate to this houſe a meſſage ſent 
to the Lords by his Majeſty, under his ſign manual, 
concerning an original declaration in writing, ſigned 
by the Pretender himſelf ; together with the ſaid de- 
claration and a printed copy thereof; and that the 
Lords had come to ſome reſolutions thereupon, to 
which their Lordſhips deſired the concurrence of this 
houſe. And the ſaid report, and alſo the ſaid meſ- 
ſage from his Majeſty to the houſe of Lords, and the 
declaration ſigned by the Pretender, and the printed 

copy thereof, and the refolution of the Lords there- 
upon, were read. Hereupon Mr. Sandys moved, 
for agreeing with the Lords in the firft reſolution, 
and being ſeconded by Colonel Bladen, the fame was 
unanimouſly agreed to. Then the ſecond reſolution 
being read a ſecond time, Mr. Yonge moved for an 
amendment to it, viz. That the two Sheriffs of 
London ſhould then attend in their own proper per- 
Hens, and cauſe the ſaid declaration to be burnt by 
the hands of the common hangman. Which reſolu- e 
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tion ſo amended, was agreed to Nemine Contradicente, c 
On this occaſion Mr. Yonge, in a long ſpeech, run ſi 
over the Pretender”s declaration, and expoſed the in- h 


folence, weakneſs, and abſurdities of that libel. Sir n 
William Thompſon, recorder of London, ſpoke alſo, 1 
with great vehemence on the ſame topic, as did al- p 
ſo the Hon. Mr. Pelham, brother to the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, who moved, That an addreſs be preſent- 
ed to his Majeſty upon that ſubject. He was ſecond- 
ed by Mr. Arthur Onſlow, who repreſented the dan- 
ger of Popery, and ſeverely anjmadverted on the 
audaciouſneſs of the Pretender and his adherents; 
Hereupon it was reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, 
* That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Maje- 
© ſty, expreſſing their utmoſt aſtoniſhment and in- 
* dignation at the ſurprizing infolence of the Preten- 
© der, in his late traiterous and preſumptuous decla- 
ration; and to aſſure his Majeſty, That his m 
| | * iu 
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t ful ſubjects being fully ſatisfied they have no other 

t « ſecurity for their religious and civil rights, but the 

I «- preſervation of his perſon and government, and the 

4 « Proteſtant ſucceſſion, are determined to ſupport, 

- « with their lives and fortunes his moſt juſt title to 


e the Crown of theſe realms, againſt the Pretender, 
0 * and all his open and ſecret abettors.“ And a 
i$ committee was appointed to draw-up an addreſs, pur- 
l ſuant to the ſaid reſolution. | 

ne | | 
4 The next day, Nov. 19th. Mr. Pelham reported 
e- the ſaid addreſs, which being unanimouſly agreed to, 
d, a conference was defired and managed with the 
n, Lords, upon the ſubject of the laſt conference, in 
as which the managers of the Commons, having deli- 
on vered to the Lords the ſeveral papers communicated 
an to the Commons by their Lordſhips, deſired their 
of Lordſhips concurrence both to the amendment to 
- one of their reſolutions beforementioned, and to the 


by I addreſs the Commons had agreed upon to be preſent- 
lu- ed to his Majeſty. The Lords having readily con- 
te, curred in both, and ſent to know his Majeſty's plea- 
un ſure when he would be attended with the ſaid addreſs, 
his Majeſty was pleaſed to appoint that very after- 
noon, whereupon both houſes, with their Speakers, 
went immediately to the palace at St. Famess, and 
preſented to his Majeſty the ſaid addreſs as follows: 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and faithful aares of 
Y fſubjeRts, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, dat de 
and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, being Prerender's 
deeply affected with the ſenſe of thoſe many bleſ- Ceckratton. 
* ſings, which we have conſtantly enjoyed, and hope 
long to enjoy, under your Majeſty's moſt juſt and 
* gracious government ; - and being throughly con- 
* vinced that our religious and civil rights, as well 
as the very being of the Britiſb name and conſtitu- 
* tion, do under God, intirely depend upon the pre- 
« ſervation - 
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< fervation of your Majeſty's ſacred perſon, and of 


the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, as ſettled by law in 
your royal line, are filled with the utmoſt afto- 
niſhment and indignation at the unexampled 


preſumption and arrogance of the Pretender to 
your dominions, in daring to offer ſuch an indig- 


nity to your Majeſty and the Britiſb nation, as to 
declare to your ſubjects, and to all foreign princes 
and ſtates, that he finds himſelf in a condition to 


offer terms to your Majeſty, and even to capitu- 


late with you for the abſolute ſurrender of the reli- 


gion and liberties of a free nation. 


However great the infatuation of his adviſers 
may be, we are ſenſible nothing could have raiſed 
his and their hopes to ſo extravagant a degree of 
preſumption, but repeated encouragements and aſ- 
ſurances from the conſpirators at home, founded on 
the moſt injurious and groſs miſrepreſentations of 
the inclinations and affections of your Majeſty's 
ſubjects; and a raſh concluſion, That becauſe 
ſome, from whom it ought leaſt to have been 
expected, had broke through the ſolemn reſtraint 
of reiterated oaths, in order to raiſe themſelves on 


the ruins of their country, therefore the whole bo- 


dy of the nation was ripe for the ſame fatal defec- 
tion, and ready to exchange the mild and legal 


government of a moſt indulgent prince, for the 


boundleſs rage of an attainted fugitive, bred up in 
maxims of tyranny and ſuperſtition. 

< But we, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects, reſolve, by a ſteady and conſtant adhe- 
rence to your government, to wipe off this ſtain 
and imputation from the name of Britons ; and to 
convince the world, that thoſe wicked deſigns, 
formed againſt your Majeſty's ſacred perſon and 
government, which the inſolence of this declaration 
proves to be moſt real, while it affects to treat 
them as imaginary, are indeed impracticable a- 


« gainſt a prince relying on, and ſupported by the 


© vigour 
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f « vigour and duty of a Britiſh Parliament, and the | 
n * affections of his people. 


)- And we beg leave, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 

d « to aſſure your Majeſty, that neither the impotent 
to © menace of foreign aſſiſtance, nor the utmoſt' ef- 

Y- « forts of domeſtic traytors, ſhall ever deter us from 

to « ſtanding by your Majeſty with our lives and for- 

es tunes, and ſupporting your Majeſty's moſt juſt ti- 

to a tle to the crown of theſe realms, againſt the Pre- 

u- tender and all his open and ſecret abettors, both at 

li- home and abroad. 

rs Jo this addreſs his Majeſty was pleaſed to return 

11 the following moſt gracious anſwer, 
0 

u- My Lords and Gentlemen, 

on Give you many thanks for the juſt reſentment you 

of have expreſſed againſt the indignity offered to Mz 
y's and the BRITISH nation. 

te 1 ſhall continue to protect and ſupport my good people 


en in the full enjoyment of their religion, liberties, and pro- 
int perty,againſt all that ſhall endeavour to ſubject them to 
on omg and ſuperſtition. 


o- 

c- Ane 23. The Commons, in a great com- —— 
Ya] mittee, conſidered on Ways and means to raiſe the traordinary 
be ſupply, and de, Th rds cen of 
the upply, and a motion was made, at towards fates of 
in « railing the ſupply, and reimburſing to the public Faris. 


© the great expences occaſioned by the late rebellions 
and diſorders, the ſum of one hundred thouſand 

pounds be raiſed and levied upon the real and per- 
* ſonal eſtates of all Papiſts, Popiſh recuſants, or per- 
* ſons educated in the Popiſh religion, or whoſe pa- 
rents are Papiſts, or who ſhall profeſs the Popiſh 
© religion, in lieu of all forfeitures already incurred 
© for, or upon account of their recuſancy, and in 
lieu of the rents and profits of two thirds of their 
© regiſtered eſtates, for one year.“ This motion was 
oppoſed by Sir #/ ilfred Lawſon, Mr, Onflow, Mr. 
Hunger- 
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Hungerford and Dr. Friend, who ſuggeſted that ſuch 
an extraordinary tax, would carry the face of perſecu- 
tion, which was inconſiſtent with the principles and 
temper of the Proteſtant religion; and Dr. Friend 


added, That ſome of thoſe that had their education 


in foreign Popiſb ſeminaries, proved ſome of the 
© beſt friends to the preſent government.“ To this 
Mr. Yonge anſwered, that he knew very little of fo- 
reign education, but he doubted very much, that 
loyalty to King George was taught by Priefts and Je- 
ſuites in Romiſh ſeminaries? The Lord Gage, who 


was bred a Roman Catholic, and has ſeveral relations 


of that religion, thought it a duty incymbent upon 
him to ſpeak in their favour, which he did — 
times, and among other things ſaid, That he be- 
© lieved moſt of them to be very loyal ſubjects, tho 
c by their principles they cannot take the oath of /z- 
5 premacy; and therefore his Lordſhip propoſed that 
© a new oath of allegiance might be framed for 
© them,* William Thompſon,” Eſq; ſpoke on the 
fame ſide, and declared his abhorrence of perſecuting 
any body, on account of their opinions in religion, 
'This was anſwered by Sir William Thompſon, recor- 
der of London, who ſtated the true © notion of per- 
« fecution, which, in his opinion, was, only when any 


_ - © one is puniſhed for his particular opinion in reli- 
gion, and for ſerving God according to that opi- 
nion, and the dictates of his conſcience : But he 


added, That was not the caſe here, for the ex- 
< traordinary tax now intended to be raiſed upon the 
© Papiſts, was not a puniſhment for their being Ro- 
man Catbolics, but on account of penalties they had 
at divers times, incurred, for being enemies to the 
© civil government, railing; rebellions, and contri- 
© ving; plots againſt the ſtate.” He was anſwered 
_— by the Lord Gage, who was replied toby Mr. 

oratio Walpole, and he by Mr. Hungerford. At laſt 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtood up, and, re- 
<- preſented: the great dangers this nation had been 


* 


Mt 


PPV WH EE LR Crs, = SET EL EE CE Bo Bo & Tr Wes 


K a Ga K AA K «„ K a „ „ „ „ 3 « 6A 


A. 1722. DEBATES. 


in, ever ſince the reformation, from the conſtant 
endeavours of popery to ſubvert our happy con- 
ſtitution, and the proteſtant religion, by the 
moſt cruel, violent, and unjuſtifiable methods. 
That he would not take upon him to charge any 
particular perſon among them with being con- 
cerned in the preſent horrid conſpiracy: But 
that tcwas notorious to the whole world, that 
many of them, had been ingaged in the Preſton 
rebellion, and ſome were executed for it; that 
the preſent plot was contrived at Rome, and 
countenanced in popiſo countries; that many 
of the papiſts were not only well wiſhers to it, 
but had contributed large ſums of money towards 
carrying it on; and therefore he thought it very 
reaſonable, ſince they made ſuch ill uſe of the 
ſavings of the incomes of their eſtates, that the 
ſame ſhould go towards the great expence they, 
and the Pretenders friends, had put the nati- 
On to. | 


Then the queſtion: being put upon the motion 


above mentioned, the ſame was carried in the affir- 
mative by 217 votes, againſt 168. And this re- 
ſolution was ordered to be reported the Monday 
following. ä 
In the mean time, the friends and agents of the 
Roman Catbolics beſtirred themſelves very much 
in their favour: ſo that, on Monday, the 26th of 
November, when the ſaid reſolution was reported. 
and the queſtion put, that the houſe agree with 
the Committee, the ſame met with a very vi 

rous oppoſition, not only from the Lord Gage, 


Mr. Lutwich, Mr, Hungerford,, and Mr. Slaper, 


but alſo, which carried a great weight, from the 
Maſter of the rolls, who, among other things, 
took notice, That tho' the law for taking away 
* two thirds of the eſtates of popiſh recuſants which 
* was made in Queen Elizabetb's reign, was a juſt 
* puniſhment the Roman catholics drew upon 

1 themſelves 
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< themſelves by their frequent conſpiracies againſt 
< her liſe and government; yet nevertheleſs, ſuch 
© was the wiſdom and moderation, of that excel- 
< lent Princeſs, and of her miniſters, that they 
© never put that ſevere law in execution; and 
© ſince thoſe great virtues ſhine no leſs brightly in 
© his preſent Majeſty, than in Queen Elizabeth, 
© his royal predeceſſor, he wiſhed he could ſay the 
< fame of thoſe who have the honour to ſerve 
c him Mr. Weſt, and ſome others, ſpoke like- 
< wiſe againſt the reſolution, but they were anſwer- 
© ed by Mr. Lowndes, Captain Vernon, and Mr, 
£ Chancellor of the Exchequer, ſo that the queſtion 

© being put thereupon, It was carried by 188 votes 
© againſt 172; and a bill was ordered to brought 
„ on | | 
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Debate in On Monday the 2 iſt of Fanuary, the Earl of 
—— Angleſiey, made a ſpeech in the houſe of Peers, 
the printing wherein his Lordſhip took notice, That at the 
rug. © opening of this ſeſſion, his Majeſty, in his ſpeech 
© from the throne, had been pleaſed to acquaint 

© both houſes with the diſcovery of a dangerous 

_ © conſpiracy, which, for ſome time, had been 
formed, and was ſtill carrying on, againſt his 

< Majeſty's perſon and government; That ſome 

© of the conſpirators had been taken up and ſecur- 

© ed; and that endeavours: were uſed for the ap- 

© prehending others —That one of the principal 

< plotters having ſince that time been tried and 

© condemned, it was ſomewhat ſtrange that no 

< particulars, relating to the ſaid conſpiracy had yet 

been communicated to that houſe, the rather be- 

© cauſe ſeveral of their members had been appre- 

© hended, and were ſtill confined upon, ſuſpicion 

of being concerned in it:? And therefore his 
Lordſhip moved, That the judges of the King's 

© Bench be ordered to cauſe the trial of Chriſtopher 

* Layer, Eſq; to be forthwith printed and _ 
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ed, being firſt peruſed by the King's counſcl: 


This motion was backed by the Earls Coruper, 
Strafford, and Aylesford, the Lords Trevor, Ba- 
thurſt, Lechmere, and ſome others, who among 


other things, urged, That there had been an ex- 


« traordinary, and, in their opinion, an unneceſ- 
« fary delay in the printing and publiſhing the ſaid 


trial, it being two months ſince Mr. Layer was 


tried, and direction having been given to Samuel 
* Buckley, for the ſpeedy publiſhing of his trial, 
* ſo long ſince as the 27th of November laſt, as 
appeared hy an advertiſement printed by authority 


in the Gazette. That no ſtep having been taken 


for obtaining the juſtice due by the laws of the 
land to any of the other, conſpirators, the pub- 
lication of the ſaid trial, ought, in their opinion, 
to have been quickened, whereby the nation 
would have received ſuch ſatisfaction, concern- 


houſe have been enabled to make ſuch uſe of it, 
as ſhould appear neceſſary, in their wiſdom, for 
the honour, intereſt, and ſafety of his Majeſty 
and his kingdoms.“ To this it was anſwered, 
by the Lord Carteret, one of his Majeſty's prin- 
cipal ſecretaries of ſtate. That the order mov- 
ed for, was altogether unneceſſary, directions hav- 
ing, long before, been given, by the judges of 
the court of King*s-Bench,. for the printing and 


extent, and ſeveral parts of it that were taken 
down in ſhort hand, requiring a great deal of 
time to be put in order, and reviſed and rectifi- 
ed by the judges, and the counſel, on both ſides, 
had occaſioned the delay complained of; but 
that the printing of the ſaid trial being now in 
great forwardneſs, the ſame would be publiſhed 
in a few days.“ His Lordſhip was ſupported by 
Vor. VIII. U N 


ing the ſaid execrable conſpiracy, as could be 
collected from the ſaid proceeding; and that 


publiſhing of the ſaid trial, with all convenient 
ſpeed: That the ſaid trial being of a very large 
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290 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1723, i 
the Dukes of Argyle and Newcaſtle, and ſeveral c 
other Peers; and a queſtion being ſtated upon the F 
Earl of Angleſey's motion, after ſome farther de. q 


ſaid queſtion ſhould be now put! 5 
It was reſolved in the negative. n 
0 82. 
Content 32, Jon » 
EE * 
o 

Proteſt a= I. D Ecauſe it appeared to us on the debate of 
ore „ D Þ the main queſtion, that there has been an n 
liking Lay- unneceſſary and affected delay in the printing and to 


e's trial, publiſhing the ſaid trial, it being full two months ar 
ſince Chriſtopher Layer was tried; and direction m 
* been given for the ſpeedy publiſhing there- jet 
of, ſo long ſince as the 27th of November laſt, ſp 
as appears by an advertiſement printed by autho- be 
rity in the Gazette: And it having been allowed in, 
in the debate, that the delay was extraordinary, fa 
and no fact having been laid before the houſe, ¶ ed 
ſufficient, as we apprehend, to excuſe ſuch delay, ed 
we think that the main queſtion ought to have 
been put, as the only ſecurity, in our opinion, a 
againſt any farther neglect, and to prevent any bis 
imputation on the honour of the houſe for coun- ſai 
tenancing or conniving at ſuch delay. | 


2. This houſe having received no manner of ſa- W qu 
tisfaction, ſince his Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech er 
from the throne, touching the horrid conſpiracy ed, 
therein communicated ; and no ſtep having been I ot 
taken, for ought appears to us, either in Parlia- W ©. 
ment, or elſewhere, for obtaining the juſtice due not 
by the laws of the land to any of the conſpirators, I ha. 
except the ſaid Layer, tho' his Majeſty was pleaſ- 
ed to affure this houſe, in his ſpeech from the I 4 
throne, that ſome of the conſpirators were then 
taken up and ſecured; we think, that the main 34, 
7 | queſtion 
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queſtion ought to have been put, whereby the 
publication of the ſaid trial might have been 
quickned, and thereby the nation received. ſuch ſa. 
tisfaction concerning the faid execrable conſpiracy, 

as could be collected from the ſaid proceeding, 

and this houſe have been enabled to make ſuch 

uſe thereof as ſhould appear neceflary, in their 
wiſdom, for the honour, intereſt, and ſafety of his 
Majeſty and his kingdoms. © 1 


CC. ERS. AE. a BEET, 


f i 3. Becauſe we are apprehenſive, that the delay 
n in publiſhing the ſaid trial may have contributed 
d to create jealouſies concerning the ſaid confpitacy, 
is and may have encouraged ill- affected perſons to fo- 
n ment the ſame, to the great prejudice of his Ma- 
-. MW jeſty's government: And as, in our opinion, the 
t, i fpecdy publiſhing the faid trial, if the fame had 
0 been done, might have conduced to the prevent- 
d ing of thoſe miſchiefs, we alſo conceive, that the 
, farther growth of them might have been check- 
e, ed, if the main queſtion had been put, and carri- 
y, iin che affirmatigmmmee. 


n, 4. Becauſe we think it of great conſequence «to 
ny his Majeſty's ſervice, that the publication of the 
n- ſaid trial ſhould have been made under the ſtricteſt 
| ſecurity againſt all partiality, or other abuſe relat- 
ing thereto; and therefore we think the main 
ſa- W queſtion ought to have been put, whereby the 
ch care and inſpection thereof would have been lodg- 
cy ed, by the authority of this houſe, in the hands 
en of the judges, to whom it properly belongs, and 
ia- us falling into any other hands not fo proper, or 
que not ſo immediately reſponſible to this houſe, would 
"rs, have been prevented. 11 50 


al- | r i | 

che MW Angleſey,  Lechmere, © Craven, 
hen Trevor, Cowper, Hereford, 
ain MW Bathurſf, Foley, Aſhburnham, 
tion | 


32 Strafford, 
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Strafford, Aylesford, laws: 
Osburn, Compton, © - Weſton.” 
Fr. C 3 | | 


Then a motion being made; cid the queſtion 


| being put, that the judges of the King*s-Bench 


do attend in their places, on Thurſday next, and 
that the King's counſel who were concerned in the 
trial of Chriſtopher Layer, and alſo the counſel for 
the ſaid Layer at the ſaid trial, and Mr. Samuel 


Buckley, and the perſon or perſons who took the 


ſaid trial in ſhort hand, do attend at the bar of 
this houſe at the ſame time, - 
It was reſolved 1 in the n 


Dfſfariant. | 

Ecauſe the houſe: device: reſolved, that the 

queſtion for ordering the printing the tri- 
al of Chriſtopher Layer ſhould not now be put, 
we are of opinion, that it is thereby made neceſ- 
ſary, for the honour of the houſe, that the occa- 
ſion of the delay ſhould be inquired into; for 
without ſuch inquiry, we are apprekenfive that 
the proceedings of this houſe may be miſconſtrued, 
as Wes to countenance ſuch. deny: - 


2. Becauſe we thank: it the right of this houſe 
to inquire into all neglects or abuſes which con- 
cern the public; and tho' it was objected in the 
debate, that ſuch inquiry might carry ſome impu. 


tation on the judges, or other perſons concerned, 


we think that objection may be equally aſſigned 
againſt all inquiries, but it is inconſiſtent with the 
honour and dignity of the houſe, and ought not, 
as we conceive, be put in the balance with the ho- 
nour of the houſe, and the public ſervice, to which 
the queſtion, in our opinion, has an apparent ten- 
dency. 


Angleſey, 


1 
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Angleſey, Brook, Weſton, 
Straford, Gover Craven, 
Bathurſt, Foley,  Aylesford, 
Compton, Trevor, Aſbburnbam, 
Osburn, Lechmere, Cowper. 
Fr. Ceſtrien“ | | 


= Houſe of Lords, Jan. 294% 1722. 


HE houſe, according to order, proceeded 

to take into conſideration the proteſtation 
entered upon Monday the 2 iſt of this inſtant, touch- 
ing the motion for ordering the judges to cauſe 
the trial of Chriſtopher Layer to be printed: And 
it being moved to reſolve, that it is a groundleſs 
aſſertion in the ſaid proteſtation (That it appeared 
on the debate, that there had been an unneceſſary and 
affected delay in printing and publiſhing the trial of 
Chriſtopher Layer) and the utmoſt indignity to 
this houſe to ſuggeſt, that any queſtion was ne- 
ceſſary to have been put for preventing an imputa- 
tion on the honour of this houſe, for countenancing 
or conniving at ſuch delays; and a queſtion be- 
ing ſtated thereupon, it was propoſed, after the 
word [debate] to add theſe words [to ihe Lords who 
ſigned the proteſtation] which being objected to, | 

The queſtion was put, whether theſe words ſhall 

be made part of the queſtion ? | 

It was reſolved in the negative. 


Content 34. 
Not Content 64. 


Then it was propoſed, after the word [queſtion] 


to inſert [in the opinion of the ſame Lords] before 
the words [was neceſſary.] A, wap 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Content 62. 
Not Content 35, 


U 3 A motion 
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A motion was made to reſolve, that the trial 
had been printed and publiſned with as much ex- 
pedition as the length and nature of the ſaid trial, 
an d the careful peruſal and examination thereof by 
the Judges could admit of, and in as little time as 


has generally been accuſtomed in the like caſes, 


and that it is an 1 inſinuation, that the au- 


thority of this houſe was wanting, for lodging 


the care and inſpection of the ſaid trial in the 
hands of the Judges, or that there was any dan- 


ger of its falling into any other hands, or that the 


{ame had been under the direction of any other 
beſides the Judges. N | 
After debate, it was propoſed to leave out the 

words ¶ and that it is an unjuſt inſinuation] and to 
the end of the queſtion. 

- The queſtion was put, that theſe words do ſtand 
part of the queſtion. _ | 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. 

: Na 32. 


7 he PRO TESTATION to the firſt reſolution of 


Jan. 29. 1722. 


1. D Kcauſe the aſſertion and ſuggeſtion in the 

proteſt, intended to be cenſured by the re- 
ſolution, are qualified, as the amendment offered 
would have ſtated them, if admitted, by being re- 
ſtrained to the opinion of the Lords who Foned 
the proteſtation. But thoſe reſtrictions are who- 
ly omitted in the reſolution, and we are clearly 
of opinion, that if the aſſertion and ſuggeſtion 
had been ſet forth in the refolution, as they ſtand 
in the proteſtation, they could not have been cen- 
ſured with any colour of juſtice ; but that the ſaid 
omiſſion being as we conceive, of a circumſtance 
extremly material, we think the cenſures contain- 
ed in the reſolution are not applicable to the aſ- 
55 bi ſertion 
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ſertion and ſuggeſtion, found in the proteſtation, 


but to ſuch as are of a different nature. 


2. The reſtraining the aſſertion uſed in the pro- 


teſtation to the apprehenſion or opinion of the 
Lords proteſting, where it contradicts the opinion 


of the houſe, is, as we conceive, ſo much of the 


eſſence of the proteſtation with reaſons, that of 
the great number of inſtances of ſuch proteſtations 
ſtanding in the journals of this houſe, not one 
would be found regular among them, if that due 
caution and reſpect to the opinion of the majority 
was omitted: And therefore it ſeems clear to us, 
that the like cenſure might be as juſtly paſſed on 
all the proteſtations with reaſons, that were ever 
entered, if they were recited and repreſented in the 
ſame manner as we conceive this to be. 


Litchfeld. Foley. _ Trevor. 
Fr. Ceſtrien. Strafford, Guilford. 
Aſhburnham., Exeter. Aberdeen. 
Hereford. Bingley, _ Scarſdale. 
Brook, Uxbridge. Craven. 
Bathurſt, Osborn. Lechmere. 
Gower. Angleſey. Hay. 
Mon joy. Cowper, Compton. 


The PROTESTATION ts the ſecond reſolution 
| of Jan. 29. 1722. 
Diſſentieni' | | 


Ecauſe we conceive it to be contrary to the 
nature and courſe of proceedings in Parlia- 


B 


ment, that a complicated queſtion, conſiſting of 
matters of a different conſideration, ſhould be put, 
eſpecially if objected to, that Lords may not be 
deprived. of the liberty of giving their judgments 
on the ſaid different matters, as they think fit. 


Signed by the ſame Lords as that above. 


4 The 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1723. 


The PROTESTATION to the third reſolution 
| of Jan. 29. 1722. 


1. D Ecauſe when the - queſtion was moved on 

D dee aiſt of this inſtant, in order to appoint 
a day for the houſe to enquire if the printing of 
Layer's trial had been diſpatched with all proper 
expedition; or, if not, where the fault lay; which 
would naturally have led us to have ſeen, if it 
had fallen into any other hands than it ſhould have 
done: Though we thought it highly reaſonable, 
the majority of the houſe, then did not; and we 


were yet willing to have given into the ſame exa- 


mination. But we cannot conceive it to be fit or 
agreeable to - the dignity or regular courſe of pro- 
ceedings in this houſe, to vote or reſolve on mat- 
ters of fact ſuch as are contained in this reſolution, 
without any examination at all, or any evidence 
given to ſupport them, and which, in their na- 
ture, as we think, cannot be within the know- 


ledge of any Lord preſent in the debate. 


2. As for the inſinuation with which the pro- 
teſt is charged by this reſolution, we do not ap- 
prehend the proteſtation to be juſtly liable to that 
charge. But ſuppoſing it to be ſo, we cannot yet 
but be of opinion, that the permitting that matter 


to have been fully inquired into, would have been 
the propereſt and beſt method of preventing or 


anſwering that infinuation, 


| Litchfield, Ful). Angleſey. 


Fr. Ceſtrien. Hay. Copper. 
Hereford, Strafford, Trevor. 
| Brook. Exeter, Guilford, 


Lechmere, Bingley, . Aberdeen. 
9 0 W Bathurf.. 
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Batburſt. Urxbridge. Scarſdale. 
1 KF) Gower... 1 Compton. K Craven. f 
Mont joy. Oſborn. If 5 
A motion was made, that this houſe, not ca- : 
n pable of doubting of the truth of the traiterous z 
If conſpiracy communicated to them by his Majeſty, : 
fin his moſt gracious ſpeech. from the throne, | 
ow has even ſince that time received very great fatis- 
h faction from ſome convincing proofs touching the [ 
i ſame, and is firmly perſuaded, that ſuch farther ; 
ve ſatisfaction will be yet in due time given, as muſt | 
e, render it impoſſible for any one to doubt thereof. i 
ve Upon this reſolution, a proteſt was made by twen- 
a- ty two Lords, for the reaſons following. | 
or 49 IVE NE, | | | 
o- 1. Becauſe, to the beſt of our apprehenſion, no ö 
at- part of the proteſtation gave occaſion for the put- 1 
n, ting ſuch a queſtion: For it was as we conceive, ; 
ce admitted in the proteſtation, that his Majeſty's 
1a- moſt ' gracious ſpeech from the throne had given 
W- ſatisfaction as to the truth of the conſpiracy in ge- 


neral; and the excepting Layer's trial therein did 
plainly allow that the ſal trial had, as far as it 


ro- went, opened the particulars: and yet the reſolu- 
1P- tion, as we take it, carries with it an inſinuation, 
hat that the proteſtation had raiſed a doubt concerning 
yet the truth of the ſaid. traiterous conſpiracy ; which 
ter inſinuation is, in our opinion intirely groundleſs. 
een ; 8 1 825 
or 2. The ſaid ſeveral reſolutions importing, cen- 


ſuring, as we conceive, the ſaid proteſtation, and 
being not warranted by more than one precedent 
that we can find in the journals of this houſe; 
and the liberty of proteſting with reaſons, being 
an unqueſtionable right, and eſſential privilege of 
the whole peerage, we are of opinion, that the 
ſaid reſolutions tend to diſcourage and diſcoun- 
| + 1 * | tenance 
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tenance the due liberty of proteſting,. and, in that 


reſpect, may be, as we 2. Sr of dangerom 
conſequence. 


| Litchfield. Gower. © Guilford. 

Aberdeen. Strafford. Craven. 

Otborne. Angleſey. Hay. © 

Compton. | Bingl Hereford. 

Exeter. Scarſ- ale. Brook. 

: bridge. 1 Foley. | | Montjoy. 9125 
Cooper. Fr. Ceſtrien. W 
Batburſt. Lechmere. 


Die Sabbati een: Feb: 11722 


HE amendments in the bill for ona; Gimp mu- 

tiny and deſertion were, according to order, 
. and the amendment for inſerting the 
number of forces thought proper to be kept on 
foot for the enſuing year, conſiſting of 16449 ef 
fective men, Officers included, and 1815 ne 
being read a ſecond time, 


The queſtion was put, eber to agree — | 


the Committee in this amendment? 
It was ee in the affirmative. 


Diſentien⸗ 


I. Becauſe, as we conceive, the keeping an ar- 
my of regular troops in this kingdom under mar- 
tial law, conſiſting of a greater number than what 
ve take to be neceſſary for the guard of the King's 
perſon, and the defence of the government, is of the 
moſt dangerous conſequence to the conſtitution 


of this kingdom, and, in our opinion, may bring 
à total alteration of the frame of our ee 


from a legal and limited monarchy, to a 
And we are induced to be of this judgment, as 
well from the nature of armies, and the incon- 


ſiſtence of ſo you a military power and martial 


law 


A. 1723. DE BAT ES. 
IC 
s and univerſal experience of other countries in Eu- 
rope, which, by the influence and power of ſtand- 
ing armies, in time of prace, have from limited 
monarchies (like ours) been changed into abſolute ; 
for which reaſon we cannot give our conſent to 
this amendment, whereby the preſent number of 


troops, amounting in the whole (invalids includ- 


ed) to fourteen thouſand odd hundred men (which 
we think abundantly ſufficient for all good pur- 
poſes) will be increaſed to near four thouſand. 
more, although there be at this time no ground' to 
apprehend an invaſion from a foreign enemy, or, 
as we believe, any inſurrection or rebellion at home. 


1. 2. Becauſe that which ſeems to have given riſe 
r, to this augmentation of the army, is the late trea- 


he ſonable conſpiracy, which his Majeſty at the open- 


on ing of this ſeſſion, acquainted his Parliament 


f- with; and that conſpiracy having been diſcovered 
Is, above eight months ſince, and the farther detect- 
ing and puniſhing the conſpirators having been 
th ever ſince in the hands of a faithful and diligent 
Miniſtry, we cannot think it at all probable the 
conſpiracy ſhould ſtill be carrying on; or if any 
dregs of it ſhould be yet remaining, that the go- 
vernment cannot be eaſily ſecured. by a civil. au- 


ar- thority, aſſiſted by ſo great a number of troops as 


ar- are at preſent on foot; and therefore we cannot 
nat MF think ourſelves juſtifiable to the kingdom (whoſe 

rights end privileges we are intruſted to preſerve) 
the had we given our votes for this augmentation of 
on troops, when no evident neceſſity, or juſt occa- 
ng I lion appeared to us for ſuch an increaſe, * 


tic. 3. Becauſe the act paſſed this ſeſſion, to enable 

as his Majeſty to apprehend and detain in cuſtody. 
* any perſon (ſuſpected of being engaged in any 
tia 


reaſonable conſpiracy) for above twelve months, 


aw with the civil authority, as from the known 
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though that power had never been granted to the 
crown before, for half that time at once (and that 
when there was an actual rebellion, or expected 
invaſion) was ſo great a power added to the for- 
mer authority of the crown, that we cannot but 
think it altogether ſufficient to prevent any miſ- 
chief from treaſonable plots or practices, which 
may be carried on by any rebellious or diſcontent- 
ed perſons, without increaſing the army, which, 
in its preſent ſtate, is not ſubmitted to, but as ne- 
ceſſary for avoiding a greater evil. 


4. Though the intended augmentation by this 
bill is intended only for one year, yet we fear this 
will be a means of continuing them in perpetuity; 
for we think it probable, there will, at all times 
hereafter, be eaſily found as good reaſons for continu- 
ing this increaſe, as there is now for making it. 


5. Becauſe we think the greateſt, and only laſt- 
ing ſecurity to his Majeſty and his government, 
is in the hearts and affections of his ſubjects; and 
if the diſaffection or diſcontents which have of late 
happened from ſome unfortunate proceedings, are 
thought by any to be an argument for raiſing 
more forces, we think it the duty of all good ſub- 
jets, who wiſh well to his Majeſty and our pre- 


fent happy eſtabliſhment, to uſe their beſt endea- | 


vours for curing thoſe diſcontents, by removing 


or leſſening the occaſions of them, and conſe- | 


quently, that there ſhould not be an augmentation 
of the army, which is already ſufficiently bur- 
thenſome to the ſubjects, both by the great charge 
of maintaining them, and by the uneaſineſs to the 
places where they are quartered ; becauſe thereby 
the charge' to the ſubject will be conſiderably in- 
creaſed, which, as we apprehend, ought moſt 


carefully to be avoided in our circumſtances, when 


the load of taxes is already ſo very great, and the 
1 kingdom 
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kingdom involved in ſo immenſe a debt, that no- 
thing but the moſt prudent economy and good huf- 
bandry, can give us any probable proſpect of eaſing 
it: and therefore not being convinced of any real 
or juſt ground for ſuch increaſe. of troops, do fear 
that this will not take away or leſſen, bur rather in- 
_ the diſcontents and diſaffection of the people, 
and in that reſpect, weaken his Majeity's govern- 
ment, in a greater degree than it will be ſtrengthned 
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by this addition of forces, allowing ſomething for 5 


che poſſibility of falſe muſters. 


W. Ebor. » Gower, 1 2 
Powlet, Trevor, Oſborn, 
Uxbridge, Compton, _ Litchfield, 
Aberdeen, Sltrafford, Aſoburnbam, 
Oxford, Fir. Ceſtriens. Foley, 
Scorjlale, | Hay, Moni joy. 


March 8. The Commons proceeded to take into 


| eee the report from the committee appoint- 


ed to examine Chriſtopher Layer and others; and 
William Pulteney, Eſq; moved that this queſtion 
* be put, viz. | 

That upon conſideration: of the report and the 
« ſeveral papers and examinations relating to the con- 


Debates and 


reſolutionsof 


— Com- 


+: ſpiracy, it appears to this houſe, that a deteſtable and gn aboue 


© horrid conſpiracy has been formed and carried on by ner 
* perſons of figure and diſtinction, and their agents 

and inſtruments; in conjunction with traitors abroad, 
for invading the ſe kingdoms with foreign forces, 
for raiſing inſurrections and a rebellion at home, 


the 3 


for ſeiaing the tower and city of London, ſor lay- 


© ing violent hands upon the perſon of his moſt ſacred 
* Majeſty and the Prince of Wales, in order to ſubvert 
our preſent happy eſtabliſnment inchurch and ſtate, 
* by placing a Popiſb Pretender upon the throne. 
This motion was ſeconded. by Sir Jobn Ruſhout 
and Thomas Broderick, Eſq; but Mr. Shippen and Mr. 


Bromley 


E — —— — — — 


302 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 123. 
Bromley endeavoured to extenuate ſome matters 
which, in their opinion, were cpuched in too ſtrong 
terms, as not being clearly proved. They ſaid they 
did not doubt of the conſpiracy, for they believed 
there had always been one carrying on againſt the 
preſent ſettlement, ever ſince the Revolution: But 
from what had yet been laid before the houſe, it did 
not appear to them that there was ſuch a particular 
concerted plot as was mentioned in the queſtion above- 
mentioned. Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Maſter of the Rolls, 
faid thereupon, with a great deal of warmth, he 
could not with patience, and with his uſual mode- 
< ration, hear the truth of this deteſtable and horrid 
© conſpiracy called into queſtion, after ſo many unde. 


© njable proofs. But, added he, as there are people 
ho know nothing of the plot, and yet believe it, 


< ſo there are others that know the whole plot, and 
< yet pretend not to believe it.“ He was anſwered 
by Mr. 
cepted againſt. theſe words in the queſtion, viz. for 


laying violent hands upon the perſon of bis moſt ſacred 


Majeſty aud the Prince of Wales; becauſe it appeared 
by the report, that the conſpirators only meant he 
ſeizing or aſſaulting the King's perſon, &c. But he 


was ſmartly replied to by Mr. Horace Walpole, who, 
among other things, ſaid, he was amazed to hear 
e ſuch words come out of the mouth of a lawyer, 


and a member of that houſe; but ſince he had for- 


0 got his profeſſion, and the place he was in ſo far 


£ as to make ſo ſmall a matter of ſeizing the King's 


© perſon, and the heir apparent, on whom all that is 


© dear and valuable to Engliſhmen, both as men and 
<* chriſtians,  intirely depends, he muſt take the li- 
© berty to tell him, that, much leſs than ſeizing and 
* aſſaulting the perſon of the King or Prince, is by 
© our laws looked upon as an over-a# of high-treaſon, 
Aſter ſome other ſpeeches on both ſides, the queſtion, 
as propoſed by Mr. Pulteney, was carried without 


Then 


who, in particular, ex- 


A 
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Hr Then Mr. Pelham moved, That it appear ww. 


Ng « this houſe, that Chriſtopher Layer in his ſeveral ex- 
hey « aminations before the Lords of the council, and 


800 « the committee of this houſe, has groſly prevarica- 
the ted, ſuppreſſed the truth, contradicted himſelf, and 
But Ml © endeavoured, as far as in him lies, to diſguiſc and 
Jia ill © conceal the ſaid horrid and deteſtable conſpiracy : 
ar And being ſeconded by the Lord Tyrcounel, the ſaid 
ve. queſtion, was alſo carried without any diviſion. 
After this Mr. Attorney-General moved, That 
he it appears to this houſe, that Fohn Plunket 155 been 
de. a principal agent and inſtrument in the ſaid horrid 
321 i and deteſtable conſpiracy, and has carried on ſeve- 
de. © ral treaſonable correſpondences to procure a foreigi 
ple : force to invade theſe kingdoms, to raiſe inſurreę- 
ic, “ tions and a rebellion at home, and was engaged 
nd with others in the villainous and execrable deſign 
red I © of laying violent hands upon his Majeſty's molt 
ex- | © facred perſon. This queſtion being likewiſe car- 
for died with very little oppoſition and without diviſion; 
red Mr. Attorney General moved again, that leave be 
red given to bring in a, Bill zo. infli certain pains and 
4% Penalties upon John Plunket. He was ſeconded by 
he Mr. Ouſlou, but tho? the ſaid motion was warmly 
ho, I oppoſed, yet after a long debate, it was carried by a 
ear majority of 289 voices, againſt 130, that the. faid 
er, I bill be brought in; and then the bags enen #8 
or- Aae the 11th of, March. 


'p's That day. the banks reſumed the 0 confi 
tis ieration of the report from the ſecret committee, 
und and Mr. Sollicitor General opened the debate in 3 Farther de- 
li. ſpeech, wherein he particularly enlarged on the ſharg tareandre- 
ind I Mr. George Kelly, alias Johnſon, had in the traitergus — 
by end deteſtable conſpiracy, and then propoſed this onipirac- 
on, queſtion, viz. * That upon conſideration. of the re⸗ 
on, port from the committee, appointed to examine 
out ill © * Chriſtopher Layer and others, and, the ſeveral pa- 
« pers and examinations tlaung to the conſpiracy 

en it, 
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© it appears to this houſe, that George Kelly, alias 
© Fohnſon, has been a principal agent and inſtrument 


© in the ſaid horrid and deteſtable conſpiracy; and 


© has carried on ſeveral treaſonable correſpondences 
< to raiſe inſurrections and a rebellion at home, and 
to procure a foreign force to invade theſe king- 
< doms from abroad: This motion being ſeconded 


by Mr. Sandys, was carried without any diviſion, 


Then Mr. Sollicitor General moved, that a bill be 
brought in to inflict certain pains and penalties upon 
George Kelly alias Johnſon, which was ſeconded by 
Mr. Walpole. Hereupon Mr. Trenchard ſaid, he 
thought the propereſt way to proceed againſt this 
criminal was in the old parliamentary method, by 
bill of Attainder, there being ſufficient proof to ſup- 
pore ſuch a bill: But this motion, was not ſeconded, 

the other hand, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Shippen, Mr, 
Lutwyche, and fome others, oppoſed Mr. Sollicitor 
General's motion, but were anſwered by the Maſter 


of the Rolls and Mr. Talbot, and, about four in the 


afternoon, the queſtion being put thereupon, was car- 
ried in the affirmative by 280 voices againſt 111. 
Then Mr. Longe ſtood up, and in a long ſpeech 
took notice, how deeply Dr. Francis Atterbury, 
Biſhop of Rocheſter, had been concerned in this 
< deteſtable conſpiracy; aggravating his crime from 
© his holy function, and high ſtation in the church 


of England, a church ever conſpicuous for its loy- 


© alty; from the ſolemn oaths he had, on ſo many 
© occaſions,” taken to the government, and by which 
© he had abjured the Pretender; when at the fame 
© time he was traĩterouſiy conſpiring to bring him 
in, upon the ruin of his country, and of all that 
< was dear and valuable to us, as freemen and chriſ- 
© tians: Concluding, That as he was a diſgrace to 
© hisorder, and diſnonour to the church, ſo by might 


Debate and . apply to him, on this occaſion, theſe words of the 
r of As, verſe 20th. Let his babitation be de- 


dout the 


2 


* 


© ſolate-and let no man dwell therein: And bis Bi- 
| N . SHOPRIC 
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* $HOPRIC let another take; and therefore he moved; 


That it appears to this houſe, that Francis Lord 
* Biſhop of Rocheſter was principally concerned in 
forming, directing and carrying on the ſaid wicked 
and deteſtable conſpiracy, for invadipg theſe king- 
* doms with a foreign force, and for raiſing inſur- 
rections and a rebellion at home, in order to ſub- 


vert our preſent happy eſtabliſhment in church and 


* ſtate, by placing a Popiſb Pretender upon the 
; _— Mr. Yonge was ſeconded, and ſtrongly 
ſupported by Sir Fobn Cope ; but they were anſwered 


by Sir William Wyndbam, who ſaid, he ſaw no cauſe 
to proceed againſt the Biſhop in ſo ſevere a manner, 


there being little, or indeed, no evidence beſides 


conjectures and hearſays. He was backed by Mr. 
Bromley, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hutcheſon, Mr. Hunger. 


ford, Mr. Strangeways, Mr. Lutwyche, and in a moſt 
ſtrenuous manner by Dr. Friend. They were replied 
to by Sir Foſeph Fekyll, Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Mr. Pelham, Mr. Talbot, Mr. Jobn Smith, 
(formerly Speaker of the houſe of . Commons) and 
Mr. William Pulteney; and a motion being made 
and the queſtion put, That the houſe do now adjourn, 
it paſſed in the negative by a majority of 285 voices 
againſt 1525 after which the queſtion | being put 
upon Mr. YZonge's motion, the ſame was carried with- 
out dividing. Then a motion was made, and the 
queſtion put, That a bill be brought in 10 inflict cer- 
tain pains and penalties upon Francis Lord Biſhop of 
Rocheſter, which after ſome farther debate, was alſo 
carried without any diviſion. | 1 


— 
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The Commons having fat very late, adjourned Meſſage a- 


themſelves to Wedneſday the 13th of March, when 
Mr. Chancellor of the Execheguer acquainted the 
houſe, That he had received his Majeſty's commands 
to acquaint this houſe, * That his Majeſty having 
had juſt reaſon to apprehend Dr. Fobn Friend (a 
member of this houſe, for bigb-treaſon, had cauſed 
er, VL X 


him 


out Dr. 
Friend's be · 
ing taken up 
for high; | 
treaſon, 
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him to be apprehended, and deſired the conſent of 
this houſe to his being committed and detained for 
* bigh-treaſon, according to an act of this preſent 

© ſeſſion, for impowering his Majeſty to ſecure and de- 
Motien and (f ain ſuch perſons as his Majeſty ſhall ſuſpect are 


"© conſpiring againſt his perſon and government: Upon 
© which he moved, That an humble addreſs be 
« preſented to his Majeſty, That he would be ate 
to give orders for committing and detaining Dr. 
FJobn Friend (a member of this houſe) purſuant to 
© the act of this ſeſſion of Parliament for that pur- 
« pole.” This motion was ſeconded and backed by 
ſeveral members: But Mr. Shipper and Mr. Bromley 
opp oſed it, ſaying, They could not ſee any reaſon 
r that houſe giving leave for detaining any mem- 
< ber unleſs the —— of treaſon was declared, and 
* that the information was upon oath. Sir Fo/eph 
* Feky!l and Mr. Robert Walpole, replied, That by 


_ © the late act for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus, the 


King was impowered to take up any perſon he 
had reaſon to ſuſpect; That den the govern- 
ment was not obliged to ſay, whether the infor- 
* mation was upon oath or not; but Mr. Walpole 
added, he did not doubt but Dr. Friend was charged 
upon oath; and privately declared to 5 
members, That they had a poſitive oath of his 
being guilty of the Vlackeſt and haſeſt treaſon.* Mr. 
Shippen t * tuggeſting, That the doctor's having 
_ ſo warmly the Monday before in Kelly's and the 

op of Rocheſter's behalf, was, in his opinion, the 
reaſon of his being taken up the next day himſelf, 
and that, at that rate, there was an end of the li- 
berty of ſpeech, which every member of that houſe 
had a right to: Mr. Walpele, with a great deal of 
warmth, replied, * He wondered any gentleman 


Could chin any miniſtry capable of ſo baſe a thing. 


© as to take up any gentleman for what he ſaid in 


that houſe, without any other cauſe, when they 


« knew thernlglves be 3 as well 8 0- 
1 ters 


„ (ſO — . yn fans ohms 


* 


add 
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« thers for their actions: Adding, that they who made 
« ſuch infinuations, might more eaſily be proved to 
be Jacobites, than they could make out ſuch an al- 
« legation againſt the miniſtry.* Mr. Pulteney ſpoke 
on the ſame ſide, and in relation to Dr. Friend's 
ſpeaking in Kellys behalf, obſerved, * That it was 
« uſual, in all confpiracies, for one traitor to endea- 
« your to excuſe another.” Mr. Shippen with ſome 
warm animadverted upon this fevere reflection, 
ſaying, it was not to be endured to have a mem- 
ber of that houſe called a traitor before he was 
* convicted as fuch :* But Mr. Pultency having ex- 
plained himſelf, that matter ended; and then the 
motion for an addreſs was carried without dividing. 


The next day, the Commons having reſumed the 
adjourned conſideration of the Report from the com- 
mittee appointed to examine Chriſtopher Layer and 
others, it was reſolved, 1. That the ſaid report be 
communicated to the Lords at a conference.  24ly, 
To addreſs his Majeſty for leave, that the papers and 
examinations which had been laid before the houſe, 
relating} to the conſpiracy, might be communicated 


abhorrence 


tothe Lords. ink That an humble addreſs be pre- Addreſs of 


ſented to his 


ſpiracy which had been carried on againſt his Ma- 
jeſty's ſacred perſon, and to congratulate his Ma- 
jeſty on the happy diſcovery of it, and to aſſure 
his Majeſty, that this houſe would proceed with 
the utmoſt vigour, to bring thoſe to juſtice who 
had been concerned in theſe unnatural deſigns a- 
gainſt their country, and would effectually ſupport 
* his Majeſty's: government, and would maintain 
* with all that is dear and valuable to them, the pre- 


; ſent happy eftabliſhment. © © * 


A committee was appointed to draw up this laſt 
addreſs, of which Mr. Broderick being choſen chair- 
1 X 2 man, 


ajeſty, expreſſing the indignation of the con 
* of this houſe againſt the horrid and deteſtable con- ſpiracy, Se. 


308 | 


4 * the only bulwar 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1723. 


man, he reported the ſaid addreſs to the houſe on 
Monday the 18th of Fanuary, and the ſame having 
been agreed to, was on Wedneſday the 2oth preſent- 
00 by the whole houſe, to his Majeſty, as follows: 


- oY gracious Sovereign, 


OUR Majeſty's moſt Jutifal and ha ſub- 
« jets, the Commons in Parliament aſſembled, 
« do humbly y beg leave to approach your royal per- 
© ſon with hearts full of concern and horror, for the 
deteſtable conſpiracy formed againſt your perſon 
and government. 
We lament, with indignation, that any of our 
« fellow ſubjects, who enjoy, in common with us, 
the many and ſignal bleſſings of your Majeſty' 
mild and juſt adminiſtration, ſhould ſo far give 
* themſelves up to deluſion, as to conſpire againſt 
public liberty, againſt their own ſecurity, and againſt 
15 of all that is dear and valuable, 
your Majeſty's perſon and the Proteſtant ſucceſſion 
in your royal family. 
* We ſee with aſtoniſhment, that perſons of figure 


and diſtinction, who ought to have been the bet 


« judges, and moſt zealous defenders of your benefi- 


© centand mild reign (by which alone their for- 


tunes and dignities can be made ſecure)” ſhould be 


ſo far infatuated, as to head and abett a monſtrous 
© conſpiracy to deſtroy your Majeſty, their country 


and themſelves ; that honour, faith, and the moſt 


« ſolemn ties of religion, ſhould be violated in fa. 


vour of a popiſh fugitive, known only for his 
blind bigotry and attachment to Rome. 

As we have, with ſenſible ſorrow and juſt re- 
< ſentment, diſcovered theſe vile practices, ſo wil 
< we take care that the wicked authors may not, by 
* any contrivance or practice whatſoever, eſcape pu- 
< niſhment ; but that all conſpirators may, by the 


+ juſtice of Parliament, be for ever hereafter deter- 


red from engaging in ſuch traiterous attempts. W 
5 | We 


1 © We ca your Majeſty, _ all your 


good ſubjects, that you have eſcaped the black and 


© unnatural deſigns of the worſt of men; and that 
+ Almighty God has, by this happy diſcovery, given 
« you and your royal family a freſh inſtance of his 
© fingular care and protection. 

For us (your faithful Commons) who feel with 
* joy and gratitude the ineſtimable bleſſings of your 
© reign 3. who are ſenſible of the glorious advantages 
« of liberty and of the Proteſtant religion; and have 
in abhorrence the miſery and ſlavery inſeparable 
from Popery and a Popiſh government: 

We will ſtand by your Majeſty, and effectually 
« ſupport your government, at the hazard and ex- 

* pence of our lives and fortunes. | 

We will maintain and defend your Majeſty 8 

* rightful and lawful title to the crown of theſe realms, 
* and endeayour to tranſmit to lateſt poſterity, this 
C HaPPY' free and ancient conſtitution. 1 fn, 


| To this addreſs the King returned chip following 
moſt gracious anſwer: | 


| Gentlemen 


Return you my charilc for this dutiful and vet The King's 


| addreſs: It is agreeable to the many inſtances 
« of zeal and * to Me, which you have upon 
* eyery occaſion expteſſed. The juſt reſentment and 
* indignation you + ſhewn againſt this conſpiracy 


will, I doubt not, give intire ſatisfaction to all that 


| ſincerely wiſh well to the preſent eſtabliſhment, en- 
* courage the friends to my government, and. deter 
the enemies of our common peace from renewing 
. .theſe raſh and deſperate attempts, 


On Friday the 15th of March, Mr. Controller 
having acquainted the houſe, that, purſuant to their 
addreſy, his. Majeſty had been pleaſed to give leave, 


ber . letters and Pre: relating to 8 conſpiracy 
X 3 - 
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might be communicated to the Lords, the ſame was 


ordered accordingly, and that the Lords be acquaint- 
ed, that the Commons deſired that the ſaid papers 


might be returned to them from time to time, as 


Conference 
between 
both houſes 
about the 
papers rela- 
ting to the 
conſpiracy. 
Mr. Pulte- 
ney s ſpeech 
on that oc- 
caſion, 


ſhould be found neceſſary for the proceedings of their 
houſe. Purſuant to this and a former order, a con- 
ference being deſired, by the Commons, and agrecd 
to by the Lords, Mr. Pulteney, chairman of the 
committee appointed to be managers for the Com- 
mons, acquainted their Lordſhips, That the Com- 
mons upon conſideration of a report from a com- 
mittee of their own members, appointed to exa- 
mine Chriſtopher Layer, and others, as alſo ſeveral 
original papers and letters (upon their humble ap- 
plication to his Majeſty) laid before them, being 
intirely ſatisfied, That a deteſtable and horrid con- 
ſpiracy has been formed and carried on by perſons 
of figure and diſtinction, for depoſing his Maje- 
ſty, and placing a Popiſo Pretender on the throne, 
and being fully convinced, that ſeveral treaſonable 
correſpondences have been entered into by the ſaid 
traytors, for ſoliciting a foreign force to invade theſe 
kingdoms ; and that endeavours have, at the ſame 
time, been uſed by them for raiſing inſurrections, 


finding with horror and aſtoniſhtnent, that ſome 
of the conſpirators had arrived to ſuch a height of 
wickedneſs, as to engage in #Villainous and exe- 
crable deſign of laying violent hands on his Maje- 


ſty's moſt ſacred perſon, were thoroughly ſenſible, | 


that nothing could ſo effectually contribute to the 
ſafety of his Majeſty, and the preſervation of our 
preſent happy eſtabliſhment in church and-ſtate, as 


a perfect unanimity between the two houſes of Par- 
liament, and had therefore deſired this conference 


to communicate the ſaid report to their Lordſhips, 
together with original papers and examinations 
referred to therein, ©» | Mos 
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And as it might be neceſſary to the Commons 
in their farther proceedings, to have recourſe, from 
time to time, to the ſaid original papers and exa- 
* minations, they did deſire that upon application to 
be made to their Lordſhips, the ſame might be re- 
turned to them. Concluding, that the Commons 
did not doubt but that the ſame zeal which actuated 


them, would likewiſe animate their Lordſhips in 


371 


the vigorous proſecution of theſe wicked conſpira- 


tors, 'till they were brought to exemplary Juſtice, 
and until the united reſentments of both houſes of 
Parliament ſhould convinee the whole world of the 
danger there is for the moſt ſubtle traytors to at- 
* tempt the ſubverſion of this government, or endea- 
* vour to deprive a free and happy people, of the 
* bleſſing of his Majeſty's reign, — the ſucceſſion 
* of his royal family, upon which their religion, laws, 
and liberties intirely depend. N 57 


Having done (| peaking, Mr. Palteney communi- 


eated the report abovementioned to the Lords, and 


left the ſame together with a trunk locked up, con- 
taining the original papers, letters and examinations. 
The managers being returned to their reſpective hou- 
ſes, the Lord Preſident reported to the Lords the 


ſubje& matters of the conference, whereupon their 


Lordſhips ordered, 


« 1 That the ſaid report and original papers be 
referred to 4 committee of nine Lords to be choſen 


«a a> ©» 


trunk and key be delivered to the Lord Chancellor, 
till the ſame be diſpoſed of by order of the houſe. 


The Lords 
chuſe a ſe- 
cretcommit - 


by way of balloting the next day, and that the faid tes of wine to 


inquire into 


the plot. 


« 2dly, That the managers of the conference be a 
committee to prepare what might be fit to be of- 


fered to the Commons, by way of anſwer to ſo 
much of what was delivered to them, at the ſaid 


conference, relating to the ſaid original papers. 
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- Accordingly, on Saturday the 16th of March, the 


Lords proceeded, by way of ballot, to the choice of 


nine Peers to be a committee to inquire into the hor- 
rid and deteſtable conſpiracy, and upon a. ſcrutiny, 
the following lift was carried by a, vaſt majority, 
VIZ, * ering | 


Their graces the 5 Dorſet. 


Dukes of 2 Montroſe, 
| 51 Sarborough, 
The Earls of Lincoln, 
| Tlay, 
& Lonſdale, 
T0 LCs 3 Torrington, 
IMG Lincoln, 
aer ; Salisbury. 


On Monday the 18th of March, the Lords deſired 
a conference with the Commons, which being readi- 
ly agreed to, the managers for their Lordſhips ac- 
quainted the Commons, That the original papers 
communicated to them, ſhould according to the de- 


fire of the Commons, be returned to them, as occa- 
ſion required. 


Ty. Biſhop The Biſhop of Rocheſter's tryal being to come on 
| N the 4th of April, he ſent that morning a letter to Mr. 


Speaker. 


Speaker, which his Lordſhip deſired might be com- 
municated to the houſe; and, accordingly, Mr. 

Speaker read. the ſaid Letter, containing in ſubſtance, 
That his Lordſhip, (tho? conſcious of his own in- 


© nocence) did, on ſeveral accounts, decline giving 
© that houſe any trouble that day, and contented him- 
« ſelf with the opportunity, (if the bill went on) of 
making his defence before another, of which he 
had the honour to be a member. Notwithſtand- 
ing this diſappointment, the Commons proceeded 


In that affair, and the counſel for the bill being cal- 
led in, and the bill read, the counſel, opened the e- 


vidence, 
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vidence, and produced a ſcheme, taken among 


Mr. Layer's papers, which was read; as were alſo 
ſeveral copies of letters ſtopped at the poſt-office. 


Then the counſel examined ſeveral witneſſes, to make 


the allegations of the bill ; produced ſeveral pa- 
— at his Lordſhip's houſes at V Pminſter 
and Bromley ;, as alſo a pacquet taken on one of his 
Lordſhip's ſervants at the Tower of London; and 
examined two witneſſes, one to prove, that a letter 
and paper contained in the ſaid pacquet were his 


Lordſhip's hand-writing, and the other to prove, that 
a letter directed to Mr. Dubois, taken among his 


Lordſhip's papers at the Deanry at Weſtminſter, was 
ſealed with the ſame ſeal that the letter taken on his 
Lordſhip's ſervant at the Tower, was ſealed, Then 


the counſel ſummed up the evidence, and being with- 


drawn, Mr. Speaker opened the bill, which- was 


«committed to a grand committee for the next day: 


After which the call of the houſe was farther . 
* to that day ſevennight. 


On Friday, the 5th of April, the bil for infliting 
certain pains and penalties upon George Kelly, alias 


Johnſon, with the amendments made thereto, was 
ordered to be ingroſſed, and then the ingroſſed bill 
for puniſhing Plunket, was read the third time. And 


313 


the queſtion being put that the bill do paſs, the 


ſame was ftrenuouſly oppoſed by Sir William Wynd- gi againn 


Plunket Tent 
8 f 


bam, who was ſeconded by Mr. Shippen and Mr. 

Ketileby; but being anſwered by Mr. Chancellor of the Lorde 
Exchequer, and the Maſter of the Rolls, the queſtion 
was carried in the affirmative by a majority of 250 
voices againſt 72. Hereupon the ſaid bill was order- 
ed to be carried up to the Lords, and it was alſo or- 
dered, That the ſeveral original papers, letters and 
examinations, which were returned to the Commons, 


be delivered back to the Lords at a N which 


was done accordingly. 


The 
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The next day, the bill for puniſhing George Rel. 


ly, alias Jobnſon, was read the third time, paſſed 


and ſent up to the Lords; and then the Commons 

went into a grand committee upon the Bill for inflict 

ing certain pains and penalties upon Francis Lord Biſhop 

of Rocheſter. The leading men among the tories, 

ſeeing they were overpowered by numbers, choſe 

to go out of the houſe, ſo that only Mr. Lawſon, 

Mr. Oglethorpe, and two or three'more ftaid in, to 

Debate a- ſpeak in the Biſhop's behalf. When they came to 
gp of Ke the filling up the blank for pains and penalties, the 
chefter's pu- CQUrt party moved, That he ſhould be deprived of 
- niſkment. hig office and benefice, baniſhed the kingdom, be 
guilty of felony if he returned, and that it ſhould 

not be in the King's power to pardon him without 

conſent of Parliament; but without forfeiture of 

goods and chattels. Hereupon Mr. Lawſon repre- 

ſented, that the evidence againſt the Biſhop being 

all either hear-fay, or con jecture, and therefore not 

to be depended upon, he ought to have no puniſh- 

ment at all. Mr. Oglethorpe was of the ſame opi- 

nion, but gave it another turn, He ſaid, It was 

< plain the Pretender had none but a company of filly 

c fellows about him; and it was to be feared, That 

© if the Biſhop, who was allowed to be a man of 

© great parts, ſhould be baniſhed, he might be ſoli- 
cited and tempted to go to Rome, and there be in a 
capacity to do more miſchief by his advice, than if 

© he was ſuffered to ſtay in England, under the 

. © watchful eye of thoſe in power.“ But, when the 
queſtion was put it was carried without any diviſion. 


The Committee of the Lords, appointed to in- 
quire into the conſpiracy, having deliver'd in their 
report to the houſe, on the 2 3d of April; the houſe of 
Peers took the ſaid report into conſideration the next 
day, and the ſaid report being read, it was reſolved 
by the Lords ſpiritual and temporal in Parliament 
aſſembled, That this houſe is fully fatisfied and 
1 | convinced, 
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convinced, that a deteſtable and wicked conſpira- 
cy has been ſormed and carried on, for ſoliciting a 
foreign force to invade theſe kingdoms, for raiſing a 
* rebellion, and inciting inſurrection in London, and 
divers other parts of Great Britain, and even for 
* laying violent hands on the ſacred perſon of his 
* Majeſty, and on his Royal Highneſs the Prince 
* of ales, in order to deſtroy our religion and 
happy conſtitution, by placing a Popiſh Preten- 
der on the Throne. ; 

After this it was Ordered, That the thanks of 
« this. houſe be given, by the Lord Chancellor, 


to the ſaid Lords Committees, for their having 


« diſcharged the truſt in them repoſed, with great 
« exactneſs, care, fidelity, and candour.* Thereupon, 


troſe, Duke of Dorſet, Earl of Lincoln, Earl of 
Scarborough, Earl of ay, Lord Viſcount Lonſdale, 


Lord Viſcount Torrington, Lord Biſhop of Sarum, 
Lord Biſhop of Lincoln) gave them the thanks of 


the houſe in the following words: . 


My Lords who were of the Committe, 
Am commanded by the bouſe 10 give your Lordſbips 
the thanks of this houſe, for your having diſcharged 

the truſt repoſed in you, with great exatineſs, care, fi- 
delity, and candour. | | 


My Cordes ons ba ' 
The truſt was as great as ever was repoſed by this 


houſe in any of its members. The ſubject matter of your 


inquiry, a conſpiracy the moſt dangerous as well as de- 
teſtable, big with miſchief s of all kinds, and deſiruftive 
of every thing that is valuable among us; carried on 
and managed in anew deviſed method, with the ut- 
moſt cunning as well as wickedneſs, and covered with 
all the diſguiſes the miſt artful dexterity could contrive: 


The Lord Chancellor addrefling himſelf to the 
Lords of the ſaid Committee, (viz. Duke of An- 


and 
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andwhich therefore required the greateſt penetration and 
skilltolay open. And the papers, ſome of them of ſuch 
a nature, that it was thought fit to refer them to your 
Lordſbips, locked up as they were without FRIES them 
in mo wo * Af 


My Ada 7 167 

1 our Lordhbips have fully anſwered the ee 
os houſe entertained, ber they moors upon you for 
this truſt. 

Wur application in going thro ſo many papers of af- 
feeted and ſtudied obſcurity ; your candour and exact. 
neſs in examining the perſons concerned, or any way ca- 
pable of giving any ſatisfattion, and in repre- 
ſenting what they ſaid; the accuracy and Judgment of 
your remarks ;, the light you have ſo happily given 10 
ſeveral paſſaves in the report of the Committee of the 
Commons, which tho* in themſelves juſt, were yet liable 
to cavils, by ſuch as were loath to have the truth found 
out, give, I dare ſay, a ſenſible pleaſure to every Lord 
here, that has beard your report read, and finds him- 


elf thereby enabledioform a Judgment withſo intire ſa- 


tisfattion to himſelf, concerning this abominable work 
of darkneſs, which the actors have endeavoured to ſur- 
round with impenetrable obſcurity, 

This noble pleaſure, of ſeeing the truth ,notwithſtand- 
ing ſo many contrivances to hide it, and of being there- 
S enabled tocometoright reſolutions in a matter of ſuch 
importance, has very naturally and agreeably broke out 
into ſo unanimous a reſolution of returning the thanks of 
this houſe to your Lordſhips, to whom they ſo muchowe 
11. And in obedience to their commands, I do, with 
particular plea ſune, give your Lordſhips the thanks of 
this houſe, for your having diſcharged the truſt in your 
Lordſhips. 3 e were ee care, fidelity, 
ona anden. no. 375 
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in. — wh 4 — of March, the Earl of 


sd the Lord Hoy, (Earl of Kinoule in 


Scotland) 
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Scotland) complained to the houſe, that in the depo- 


Whereupon it was moved, that the ſaid Pancier and 


tho' in the hands of the government, had been ſo 


a. DEBATES. 1 


fition of one Pancier, in the printed report of the 
houſe of Commons, appointed to examine Mr. 
Layer, and others, it is mentioned, that one Skeene, Complaint 
told him, that the Lord Strafford, and Lord Kinoule, bout Pan- 


. cier's depoſi- 
were privy to defigns againſt the government : tion. 


Skeene might be required to appear immediately at 
the bar of this houſe, in order to their being exa- 
mined, and after ſome debate, the queſtion being 
put upon the ſaid motion, it was carried in the ne- 
gative, by a majority of 64 voices againſt 29. 
Hereupon twenty four Peers entered the following 
proteſt, viz. _ n ee e eee 


Diſſentient. | 1 GE 
I, Ecauſe the Earl of Kinoule and the Earl of 
Strafford having ſeverally complained to'the 
houſe, that they found themſelves reflected on in a 
printed depoſition of one Andrew Pancier, wherein 
he depoſed, That one Scene (now in cuſtody) had 
acquainted him, among other things, that the ſaid 
Earls knew of the late conſpiracy, and were concern- 
ed in the management of it here; and the ſaid Earls 
alledging, that they did not ſee by the report, in 
which that depoſition is found, that the ſaid Skeene, 


much as queſtioned touching the ſaid hearſay ; which 
obſcrvation we find to be true, but we think it high- 
ly reaſonable to have complied with the motion and 
requeſt of the ſaid Lords, that the ſaid Pancier and 
Skeene might be examined at the bar of this houſe in 
relation to that matter only; the like requeſt for the 
clearing the reputation of any noble Lord, when he 
hath thought himſelf unjuſtly aſperſed, having never 
been denied, that we know of, but on the'contrary 
it was not long ſince granted in the caſe of the late 
Earl of Sunderland, tho' the examination, Which 
be thought reflected on his honour, was not come 
| into 
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into print when he made his complaint, which, ac- 
cording to our judgment, was not ſo ſtrong a caſe 
for granting the motion as the preſent is. 


2. Becauſe the ſaid depoſition, as far as it is print- 


ed, contains nothing but what the deponent heard 
another Jay (except as it contains a charge on Skeeye 
for ſaying) we think it was very natural and proper 
as well for the advancement of juſtice, as for the 
vindication of the noble Lords requeſting it, to trace 


the faid hearſay, if poſſibly, to the fountain-head, or, 


at Jeaſt, fo far as to know from the perſon charged 
with relating it, whether he would deny his having 
related it; or, if not, whether he would confeſs the 
falfity of what he had fo related, or undertake to 
make it good by his own teſtimony, or otherwilc. 


3. We think there could be no inconvenience in 
examining, as moved, to find whether there was 
any, and what foundation for this hearſay, it not be- 
ing an anticipation of the courſe of juſtice (as exa- 
mining a part of the evidence againſt-any man, or 
part of an accuſation would be) ſince the ſwearing of 
what one man faid of a third perſon is in-no fort evi- 
dence, either in law or reaſon, = ſupport a convic- 
tion, or even to ground an accuſation upon any man 
whatſoever. Ri, 7 

4. Since mere hearſay, being no evidence in the 
degree, cannot be made a foundation for any 


legal proceeding, it is impoſſible for any noble Lord, 


whoſe honour may be affected by it, to clear him- 
ſelf in any tryal, or other like opportunity that can 
be given him to make his defence : And therefore 
fince there is no other method, that we can think of, 
ſo proper or effectual, in our opinion, as the exa- 
mination of the nature of that moved for, we think 
if ought to have been ordered, and that every e 
ee eee 5 L x br 
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Lord may poſſibly, in time, be hurt by the conſe- : 


aC- . 


quence of this precedent, 


5. We cannot think, that the examining, as mo- 
ved for, into this hearſay only, could have made 
any difference with the other houſe, ſince it is incon- 
ceivable by us, that any number of gentlemen, who 
may have by accident (for we hope it is no other- 
bo wiſe) in ſetting forth. the depoſition of Pancier as a 


the | 
„charge againſt Scene, happened to aſperſe the repu- 
be tation of ſome of the Peers of the realm, $04 755 
4 ſent, either that theſe Lords ſhould deſire, or the 
5 houſe permit them clear themſelves as ſoon, and 
12 | = effectually as poſſible, of that hearſay. = 
In Straffard, Angleſey, Poulet, 
: Hay, Craven, Weſton, 
in Scarſdale, Aylesford, Litchfield, 
178 Cowper,  .. tay, _ Bathurſt, 
be. F. Ceſtrien. Briſtol, Bruce, 
ra. bridge, Guilford, Exeter, 
* Willoughby de Br. 57 05 Compton, 
of Oban, Berkeley de Str. Bingley. 


"4 The Earl Cowper alſo made a long ſpeech in the The art 
houſe of Peers, wherein he complained of the Naw, eb - 
« ſmall regard that had been ſhewn to divers mem- the houſe of 
bers of that illuſtrious and noble aſſembly, whoſe Pe. 
the I} © bongur and reputation had been attacked, by be- 
ing mentioned in the report fromthe ſecret Committee 
"8 5; of the houſe of Commons, being repreſented, upon 
meer hearſay, as privy to treaſonable deſigns againſt 


570 the government. That for his own part, as the late 
ore . Ween, Anne, of glorious and immortal memory, 
of had chought fit to raiſe him to the dignity of a Peer, 
„a. bow unworthy ſoever he was of that honour, he 


thought it a duty. incumbent. upon him, to defend 
nk Y« the rights and privileges of the Peerage of England, 
ord | © Which they held by the fundamental laws, 1 "Rs 
34 land, 
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< land, and were confirmed to them by Magna 
< Charta. That after having, on ſo many occaſions, 
© and in the moſt difficult times, given undoubted 
© proofs of his hearty zeal and affection for the Pro- 
© teſtant ſucceſſion, and df his attachment to his 
© Majeſty's perſon and government, he had juſt 
c reaſon to be offended, to ſee his name bandied a- 
bout in a liſt of achimerical club df diſaffected per. 
© ſons, printed in the ſaid report, on the bare hear- 
< ſay, of an infamous perſon, notoriouſly guilty of 
* prevarication; and who, in the opinion even of 
© the ſecret Committee, in order to magnify the num- 
© ber of the Pretender friends, did, in ſeveral liſts, 
<. inſert the names of perſons as well affected to the Pre- 
< tender”s ſervice, without having the leaſt authority 
for ſo doing: Which alone was ſufficient to give an 
c air of fiction to the whole conſpiracy, And, in 
the concluſion, his Lordſhip moved, That Fobn 

< Plunket, (of whom Layer pretended he had the 
© liſt of the Burford Club, mentioned in the faid re- 
< port) be immediately ſent for to the bar of the 
© houſe to be examined.” This motion was ſecond- 
ed: but the Lord Viſcount Townſhend ſaid thereup- 
on, © He was extreme ſorry to find his Lordſhip 

* ſhould lay ſo much ſtreſs, and fo highly reſent, 
© his being mentioned in the report; that his Lord- 
_ © ſhip's name, with ſeveral others, being part of 
an examination, it was abſolutely neceſſary it 
© ſhould be mentioned; that at the ſame time, the 
© Committee had declared, they were intirely ſatiſ- 
© fied of his Lordſhip's innocence, ſo that his Lord- 
* ſhip's reputation could not have ſuffered upon that 
© account. But, that on the other hand, he was 
much ſuprized to find, that a noble Peer, whoſe 
abilities and merit had juſtly ſo great weight in 


< that illuſtrious aſſembly, ſhould, upon a trivial 


© circumſtance, ridicule as a fiction, a horrid and 
© execrable conſpiracy, ſupported by ſo many con- 
* curring proofs as amounted to a demonſtration 
an 
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and from a falſe, trifling particular, infer, that no 


« part of it was true.” The Lord Bathurſt anſwer- 
ed the Lord Townſhend, and was ſupported by the 
Lord Craven, the Earl of Kinoule, and the other 
Lords named in the lift of the exploded Burford 
Club, who all proteſted their own innocency, not 
without ſome ſlaunting reflections on the plot, as 
if the main drift of it was a baſe contrivance of 
their enemies, to blaſt their honours and reputati- 
ons; and to render the beſt patriots uſeleſs to their 


country, by making them obnoxious.” The 


Earl of Strafford, having expreſsd his juſt refent- 
ment -with more warmth than the reſt, a military 
Peer ſaid thereupon, © Thar for his own part, tho? 
his name was often mentioned in the report, he 
never troubled himſelf about it: But, in his opini- 
© on, there was reaſon to believe ſome people were 
© ſore, when they winched ſo much at the leaſt touch. 
The Earl of Strafford repelled this reflection, with a 
great deal of vivacity, and faid, He was as whole 
and ſound as any in that illuſtrious aſſembly; but as he 
had the honour to have more ancient noble blood running. 
in his veins, than ſome others, ſo, he hoped, he might 
be allowed to expreſs a more than ordinary reſentment 
againſt inſults offered to the Peerage. Some mem- 
bers apprehending the iſſue of this warm debate, 
called for the queſtion, which being put upon the 
Farl'Cowper's motion, was carried in the negative 


| by 8 1 voices againſt 26. Then the Duke of Dorſet, 


Chairman of the ſecret Committee of the houſe of 
Peers, moved, That the ſaid Committee might 
have leave to examine Mr. Layer, as to ſome ma- 
terial things, relating to the conſpiracy, abſolutely 
neceſſary for them to be ſatisfied in; but tho? this 
motion was oppoſed by the Earl Cowper, and ſome 


Jothers, yet it was carried without a diviſion; and, 
the next day (March 22d.) the Lords Committees 


went to the Tower, to examine Mr. Layer. 
VOL r 0 
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On Saturday the 23d of March, the uſual pro- 


teſting Lords entered their proteſt againſt the re- 


Debate a- 
bout the Bi- 
ſhop of Ro- 


cheſter's pe- 
tition. 


folution of the houſe, relating to ſending for 
Plunket, to be examined at the bar of the houſe; 
and for reaſons, referred to thoſe in the proteſt of 


March gth, relating to the ſending for Pancier 
and Skeene to be examined. 


On the 29th of March, a petition. of Francis 
Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, was by the Lord Ba- 
thurſt, preſented to the houſe of Peers and read, 
ſuggeſting, That a bill was depending in the 
© houſe of Commons for inflifting pains and pe- 
* nalties on him, for ſuppoſed crimes, of which 


he was intirely innocent, and as he had the ho- 


nour to be a member of the houſe of Lords, ſo 


he prayed their directions, as to his conduct, in 


< reſpe&t of a ſtanding order, prohibiting, on a 
penalty, any Lord to appear by counſel before 
* the houſe of Commons, to anſwer any accuſa- 
< tion there.? The Lord Lechmere, the Earls Cow- 
per and Strafford, the Lords Trevor, Bathurſt, 
and ſome others, moved, and inſiſted, That the 
ſaid Biſhop, being a Lord of Parliament, ought no! 


to anſwer, or make his defence by counſel, or other- 


wiſe, in the houſe of Commons, to any bill or accu- 


ſation there depending; urging, that the houſe of 


Peers being the higheſt court of judicature, no 


other court ought to intrench upon their privile- | 


ges. But the Lord Chancellor, the Lords Carte. 
ret and Townſhend, the Dukes of Wharton and 
Argyle, the Earls of Peterborough and Coningsby, 
and the Lord Viſcount Harcourt, alledged, That, 
in this affair, the Commons did not act as a 


court of judicature, but as part of the legiſlature ; 


* of which they were as much a part, and to 
* which they had as much right as the Lords 
* themſelves. The Duke of Wharton 2 

| That 


— 


| 
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That the matter before them needed no great de- 
* bate : For the Biſhop having already applied to 
the houſe of Commons, in a letter to their Speak- 
« er, for counſel to be aſſigned him, it was pre- 
poſterous now for him to pray the Lords, not 
to give him leave to be heard before the houſe 
* of Commons, which was the drift of his petiti- 
on.“ Hereupon the queſtion being put upon the 
motion, it was reſolved in the negative, by 78 
voices againſt 32. Then a ſecond queſtion was put, 
that this houſe give leave to the Lord Biſhop of 
Rocheſter to be heard in the houſe of Commons, 
by counſel, or otherwiſe if he thought fit, and 
that he have notice ſent him, that this houſe con- 
ſented thereto, it was carried in the affimative by 


77 voices againſt” 27. Whereupon: ſeveral Lords 


entered the following proteſtation. 
Diſſentient* | 


iſt, D Ecauſe we conceive the permitting the A proteſt a- 
Lord Biſhop of Rochefter to make his fand eving 


leave to the 
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defence in the houſe of Commons, would be di- Biſhop of 


fectly contrary to the words and meaning of the 
ſtanding order of the houſe, bearing date the 2oth 
of January 1673. which expreſly and clearly or- 
ders, That for the future no Lord (which extends 
to Lords Spiritual as well as Temporal) fall go 
down to the houſe of Commons, or ſend his anſwer 
in writing, or appear by counſel to anſwer any ac- 
chſation there + + And it is obſervable, that this order 
is worded abſolutely, and not qualified by the 
words (without leave of the houſe) as the following 
ſanding order of the 25th of November 1696. 


which prohibits Lords from going into the houſe 


of Commons while the houſe is ſitting, is qualifi- 
ed. From which different penning, as well as 
from the preamble of the ſaid firſt mentioned or- 
der (which ſhews the miſchief deſigned to be pre- 
vented, was the giving leave in caſes of Lords 

| | DT 2 __ defiring 


Rocbeſter to 
make his de- 
fence before 
the houſe of 
Commons. 
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deſiring it, to appęar or anſwer accuſations in the 
houſe of Commons) we infer, that the ſaid order 


of Fan. 1673. wis meant as a rule for all future 
times, that if leave ſhould be asked by a Lord of 


Parliament to anſwer, or make a defence to an 


accuſation (in any form, as we conceive) in the 


| houſe of Commons, it ought to be denied, as 


deeply intrenching on the privileges of this houſe. 


 2dly, The ſaid ſtanding order, in affirmance of 
which the queſtion was moved, ought to be of 
the greater weight in our opinions, it having been 
founded on the conſideration and report of a Com- 
mittee (to whom it was particularly referred to 
conſider the practice of Lords deſiring leave to 
anſwer accuſations in the houſe of Commons) on 
the peruſal of precedents in that Committee, and 
upon conſideration and peruſal of the ſame prece- 


| dents in the houſe itſelf. 


gdly, We cannot apprehend, but that a bill by 
which crimes are charged, and a preparation 1s 
made to inflict pains and penalties (if the crimes 
are proved) contains very clearly an accuſation, 


eſpecially when a day is given and counſel allow- 


ed by the houſe of Commons to the perſon againſt 
whom the crimes are alledged to make a defence 
to the ſame; which proceeding, tho? in the legiſ- 
lative capacity of that houſe, carries in it all the 
eſſential parts of a judicial trial: And we there- 
fore conceive, that this houſe ought to be more 
Jealous of their members anſwering in the houſe 


of Commons, an accuſation in this form, rather 


than in any other, ſince thereby they ſubmit them- 
felves to try the point of their being guilty, or 
not guilty, in the houſe of Commons, and that 
in order to receive the ſentence and judgment of 
that houſe, by paſſing or rejecting the bill. And 
this, in our opinions, more deeply intrenches (a 

| the 
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the ſtanding order expreſſeth it) on the privileges 


of this houſe, than a Lord going down to the 


houſe of Commons during a debate there, to pre- 
vent an impeachment, doth; the latter being on- 
ly to prevent an accuſation, but the former is (as 
we clearly conceive) to anſwer an accuſation there, 


the very thing prohibited by the ſtanding order. 


Athly, We think the accuſation, which Lords 
are prohibited to anſwer by this ſtanding order, 
muſt be chiefly, if not only, underſtood of an ac- 
cuſation couched in a bill (as“ in the preſent caſe) 
fince we never heard that any Lord of Parlia- 
ment did, at any time, anſwer to, or defend in 
perſon, or by counſel, an impeachment in the 
houſe of Commons, tho? they may have gone 
down to that houſe, by connivance, to prevent 
ſuch impeachment : And therefore Lords defend- 


ing themſelves in the houſe of Commons againſt 


an impeachment, could not be the miſchief intend- 
ed to be cured by the ſaid ſtanding order. 


'5thly, That the houſe of Commons, on bills 
to inflict penalties, do proceed, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
in their legiſlative capacity, is certainly true; and 
yet it is plain to us, that, in reality, they partake 
in ſuch caſes with the h.uſe of Lords in the judi- 
cature 3 or, which is all one, in trying and Pang 
ing offenders to puniſhment ; and tho? the Lords 
ſhould, in very extraordinary caſes, think fit to 
concur in ſuch a method of puniſhing ; yet it is, 
in our opinions, going by much roo far, for the 
Lords to permit any of their body to make de- 
fence in the houſe of Commons, either by himſelf 
or counſel ; which is letting themſelves down to a 
very good degree, and giving an unneceſſary en- 
couragement to that manner of proceeding : And 
when Lords have fo far ſubmitted to this courſe, 
we think there is little reaſon to expect, that af- 
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towards the Commons will ever appear at the 


Lords bar as accuſers, when they can by this way 


make themſelves as much judges, even over Lords, 


as in this proceeding by bill, the Lords themſelves 
are, | | 


 Gthly, Tho? Lords, by not being permitted to 
appear either in perſon, or by counſel, to defend 
themſelves in the houſe of Commons, may be 
thought poſſibly to loſe ſome advantage in their 
defence; yet we think it was, and is the true mean- 
ing of the ſtanding order firſt mentioned, that a 
Lord ſhould rather ſaffer ſomething of inconve- 
nience in that particular, and commit his cauſe to 
God and the juſtice of the houſe of which he is 
a member, and who are his proper judges, than in 
any degree debaſe or derogate from the legal ſtate 
and dignity of the Lords in general. | 


Ithly, Altho* there be, as we conceive, a very 
maniteſt and important difference in reaſon, as to 


the matter of this queſtion, between the caſe of 


Biſhops (who are declared by the ftanding order of 
May 23, 1628, to be only Lords of Parliament, 
and not Peers, for they are not of trial by nobili- 
ty) and that of Peers of the realm, who undoubt- 


edly, for matters of treaſon and felony, are tria- 
ble by their Peers only: Yet ſince, by the ſtand- 


ing order firſt mentioned, Biſhops are as much, 
and as clearly prohibited to anſwer any accuſation 
in the houſe of Commons, as the Peers, or the 
Lords Temporal are, we cannot but apprehend, 
with the deepeſt concern, that this caſe may be 
uſed hereafter as a precedent (tho', as we take it, 
far from being a precedent in point) to bring by 
degrees, the Peers of the realm to defend them- 
ſelves againſt accuſations of the like nature in the 
houſe of Commons; which, if once brought to a 
practice, we are of opinion, that the Peers of " 

realm 


. 
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realm would, in great meaſure, be degraded from 
their peerage, and fo, by weakening and debaſing 
the order of nobility, which, in its inſtitution, 
was meant, or at leaſt hath proved, a luſtre and 
ſecurity to the crown, the ſafety, as well as dig- 


nity of the crown itſelf, may be hereafter in a great 


degree impaired. | 
6 
Scarſdale, Compton, Litchfield, 
Gower, Arundel, Weſton, 
Trevor, Strafford, Guilford, 
Bruce, Bingley, Poulet, 
Aſhburnham, Dartmouth, Hay, 
Foley, Cowper, Uxbridge, 


Aylesford, Bathurſt, Montjoy. 


On Friday the 5th of April, a petition of the 
Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter was preſented and read, 


complaining, That Colonel Williamſon, afliſted . 


by perſons under his authority, did, by vio- 
* lence, ſearch the petitioner and carry away two 
« ſeals, and alſo ſeized a paper in his pocket, being 
© a letter to his ſollicitor, which he took again from 
them and tore, but they carried a part of it along 
with them, and did allo ſearch the petitioner's 
two ſervants and took away a ſeal from one of 
them: And praying relief and protection.“ 

And thereupon a motion was made, * That 
Col. Williamſon, the Deputy Lieutenant of the 
Tower, Mr. Serjeant, the Gentleman Porter, the 
two Wardens who attended the Colonel yeſter- 


& „ „ 


two ſervants attending his Lordſhip there, do at- 


o 

* 

. 

day in the apartment of the Biſhop, and the 

. ; 
tend at the bar of this houſe to give an account 
0 


of the matters contained in the ſaid petition.” 
The Earls Cowper and Strafford, the Lords 


Lechmere and Bathurjt, ſpoke for this motion; 


but were anſwered by the Lords Townſhend, Car- 


teret, and Harcourt; and the queſtion being put 


Xx 4 thereupon, 
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examination by this houſe, of the perſons concern- 


an examination of the facts complained of. 
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thereupon, it was carried in the negative by a lic. 
majority of 52 voices againſt 24, upon which ſe- we 

veral Lords entered the following proteſt. bel 

juf 

Diſſentient. | yi 

1. Ecauſe the petitioner, as a Lord of Parlia- or 

ment, and member of this houſe, tho? no pet 

Peer of the realm, hath an unqueſtionable right, fer 
under all circumſtances, to the juſtice and protec- the 

tion of this houſe, againſt any perſons whatſoever, me 

who, during the fitting of Parliament, commit fo 
any act of violence to his perſon or property, ler 


which this houſe may judge to be a breach of his W tu 
privilege: And therefore, as we conceive the facts 
alledged in the petition, if the ſame are true, and 
no account given of them by the perfons concern- 
ed, to the ſatisfaction of this houſe, are an unwar- 
rantable attempt upon a member of this houſe : 
We think, that in juſtice to the petitioner, and to 
the honour and privileges of this houſe, there 
ought to have been an immediate and impartial 


ed; we finding no inſtance on the journals of this 
houſe, where any member of the houſe has com- 
plained, by petition, or otherwiſe, of the leaſt 
violence or 1njury to his perſon, during the time 
of privilege, whereon this houſe hath not ordered 


. 2. Becauſe it appears to us, that the petitioner hi 
being under impriſonment, and a bill depending m 
againſt him in the houſe of Commons, that houſe al 
having allowed him the benefit of counſel and ſo- fc 
licitors for making his defence, were proceeding {c 


againſt the petitioner on that bill, in all probabi- 
lity, at the very time the matters complained of 


were tranſacted : And as that bill may ſoon come le 
under the conſideration and judgment of this In 
houſe, the ſeizing the petitioner's letter to his ſo- I n 


licitor, 


er 


He 
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licitor, or any thing that may concern his defence, 
we are of opinion, ought to be examined into, it 
being, as we conceive, againſt the rules of natural 
juſtice, the laws of all nations, and the known and 
fundamental laws of this realm, that any papers, 
or other things, in the lawful poſſeſſion of the 
perſon ſo accuſed, and which may relate to his de- 
fence, ſhould be forcibly wreſted from him, and 
that any perſon, more eſpecially a Lord of Parlia- 
ment, being under 1mpriſonment and accuſation 
for high treaſon, ſhould, by terror, or other vio- 
lence be, without juſt cauſe, in any degree, diſ- 
turbed in, or diſabled from making his defence. 


3. Becauſe the refuſing to enter into the exami- 
nation of the matters complained of by the peti- 


tion, may in our opinions, be conſtrued to be a 


juſtification of the proceedings therein alledged, 
even tho* there was not a reaſonable occaſion ſor 
the ſame ; and it being ſuggeſted in the petition, 
that the Deputy Lieutenant of the Tower did af- 
firm to the petitioner upon his ſalvation, that he 
had a verbal order from the miniſtry, tho? he re- 
fuſed to ſay from whom, and not pretending that 
what he did was by his own authority; we are of 
opinion, that it was of the greateſt conſequence to 
the honour of his Majeſty's government, that this 
nouſe ſhould have examined into this proceeding z 


and the rather, becauſe we conceive it to be of the 


higheſt importance to the free and impartial ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, that this houſe ſhould, on 
all occaſions diſcountenance all appearances of 
force, eſpecially on a Lord of Parliament impri- 
ſoned and accuſed of high treaſon. 


4: Becauſe we think, that if an unjuſtifiable vio- 
lence be offered to the perſon or privilege of any 
member of this houſe, and not examined into, it 
may prove an encouragement to commit the like, 


if 
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if not farther abuſes, on any other member of this 
Houſe in future times. | | 


Strafford, Cooper, Scar ſdale, 

Bathurſt, Hay. Gul ford, 
Lechmere, Poulet, Foley, 

FWeſron, Afhburnham, Litchfield, 
Bingley, Bruce, Mon joey. 


The Lords having put of the ſecond reading 
of the bill, for inflifting pains and penalties on 
John Plunket, to the 26th of April, and ordered 
that the ſaid Plunket, ſhould then be brought to 
the bar of their houſe, to make his defence, the 
Lord Lechmere did, on Wedneſday the 1oth of 
April, repreſent to the houſe, * That a ſtate meſ- 
* ſenger's houſe where Plunket was in cuſtody, 
© was not a legal priſon;? and that it would be ge- 
rogatory to the dignity of that houſe, to direct 


their warrants for bringing the priſoner to their 
bar, to a meſſenger who was not a legal officer. 


Wherefore he moved, to addreſs his Majeſty, 
that the ſaid Plunket be moved to the Tower of 


London, or ſome other legal priſon. This moti- 


on was ſeconded by the Earl Cowper, but was op- 
poſed by the Lords Townſhend and Carteret, who 
alledged, that ſuch an addreſs would imply diſ- 
truſt of his Majeſty's miniſters ; and that a Plunket 
being in a meſſenger's houſe, guarded at ſight by 
a Captain and centries at the door, was in ſafer 
cuſtody than if he was in a common goal : So that 


the queſtion being put upon the ſaid motion, it 


was carried in the negative by 58 voices againſt 
16. Hereupon the diſſenting Lords entered their 


Proteſt ; which had ſuch weight with the miniſters 


themſelves, that the very next day, (April 11th) 
Plunket was committed priſoner to the Tower of 
London, and lodged in the houſe of Mr. Bradbury, 
one of the warders, 1 5 
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The Lords, having adjourned for ſome time, 


by reaſon of the Eaſter holy-days, and being 


met again on Monday, the 22d of April a peti- 


| tion of Mr. George Kelly, was preſented to the 


houſe and read, praying, that he might have longer 
time allowed him to prepare for his defence, and 


rejec! 


bringing up his witneſſes : But the ſaid petition was 


331 


On Friday the 26th of April, Mr. Plunket was RO 
brought to the bar of the houſe of Lords, where he trial. 


had the aſſiſtance of a ſolicitor only, and objected to 
the ſecond reading of the bil for inflifting pains and 
penalties on him, in that houſe, alledging, that he had 
never been heard againſt the ſaid bill in the houſe of 
Commons; but this objection was over-ruled, and 
the Lord Chancellor acquainted him, this was not the 
proper time to object to the bill. Then Mr. Reeves 
and Mr. Werge, were heard for the bill, who opened 
the eyidence, and produced extracts of ſeveral ori- 
ginal letters from abroad relating to the conſpiracy, 
to prove the firſt part of the preamble of the bill. 
Hereupon Mr. Plunket ſaid, That if this bill af- 
* fected none but himſelf, he would be unconcerned 
about it, and give their Lordſhips no trouble, well 


* knowing he was too inconſiderable to merit the 
* attention of N noble an aſſembly, and being heſides 
advanced in years, he little cared whether he was 


* to paſs the remainder of his days in the wide 
world, or in a prifon : But that he oppoſed this 


+ bill for the good of the whole nation, whoſe liber- 


ties and properties would become precarious, if 
* ſuch an unpredecented bill, unſupported by any le- 
* gal proof, ſhould paſs into a law; And as the 
* Peers of the realm, were no leſs concerned than 
the Commoners in this extraordinary proceeding, 
he doubted not, but their Lordſhips would, with 
* their uſual wiſdom and equity, maturely weigh the 
* 11] conſequences of it; and in the firſt place, he 

PD | + begged 
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< begoed their Lordſhips to conſider, whether ex- 
< tracts of intercepted letters, ſome of them from 
© anonymous and unknown perſons, ſhould be ad- 
4 mitted to be read as evidence. 

Mr. Plunket, the counſel for the bill, and all other 


| ſtrangers being withdrawn, the Lord Viſcount 7 on- 
Hane opened the debate, and endeavoured to juſ- 


< tify the Commons proceeding in this extraordinary 
manner, and to ſhew that the conſpiracy in gene- 
ral, and Plunket's ſhare in it, in particular, were 
made out by as ſtrong and as convincing proots, 
as could be expected in a caſe of this nature, where 
the conſpirators had uſed all ſort of art and induſ- 
try to conceal the true names of the perſons con- 
cerned, in order to avoid the danger of legal con- 
viction. His Lordſhip was ſupported by the 


R R AA M aA aA & Aa 


Duke of Argyle, the Earls of Peterborough and Co- 


ningsby, the Lord Carteret, and ſome other courtiers; 
who were anſwered by the Earls Cowper, Strafford, 
and Angleſey, and the Lords Bathurſt, Bingley, Tre- 
vor, and Lechmere, and after a debate that laſted till 
about three in the afternoon, it was moved, That 
< the opinion of the judges be aſked, whether ex- 
tracts out of letters written by the King's miniſters 
abroad, and others, to the ſecretaries of ſtate here, 
atteſted by the ſecretary of ſtate, and examined by 
the Lords of the committee, and found to agree 


and remain in the hands of the ſecretaries of ſtate, 


the ſafety of the public to divulge, as hath been 
affirmed to this houſe by two ſecretaries of ſtate, 
and the Lords committees, offered to be produced, 
to prove the firtt part of the preamble of the bill; 
which recites a deteſtable conſpiracy for the pur- 
poſes in the bill, could be allowed to be read as 
evidence in the courts below, in any proſecution 
againſt Plunket, 

And 
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with the originals, which _ originals are yet extant | 


but contain particulars which *cis not conſiſtent with | 
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And a queſtion being ſtated thereupon and put, it 


was reſolved in the negative; upon which ſeveral 
Lords entered their Diſſent, viz. 


Cardigan, Lechmere, Bathurſt, 
Angleſey, Uxbridge, Foley, 

Guilford, Poulet, Compton, 
Scarſdale, Litchfield, Weſton, 
Bruce, F. Ceſtriens, Willoughby de Br. 
Craven, Brook, Dartmouth, 
Aylesford, Exeter, Maſbam. 


_ Gower, Berkeley de Sir. 


Then a motion was made and the queſtion put, 
whether the ſaid extracts ſhould be read in proof of 
the allegations of the preamble of the ſaid bill. 

And it being reſolved in the affirmative by a ma- 
jority of 91 voices againſt 29, ſeveral Lords entered 
their proteſts, viz. 


 Strafford, Lechmere, Weſton, 


Scarſdale, Fr. Ceſtrien. Gower, 
Craven, Berkeley de Str. Compton, 

Aylesford, Bathurſt, Brook, 

Bruce, Angleſey, Maſham, 

Cardigan, Litchfield, Dartmouth, 

Uxbridge, Foley, WilloughbydeBr. 

Poulet, , Guilford, Exeter, 


Then Mr. Plunket and the counſel being called in, 
the latter proceeded to prove the conſpiracy, in ge- 
neral z and, for that purpoſe, cauſed ſeveral letters, 
and extracts out of letters received from abroad to be 
read. In the next place they offered to read Neynoe's 
examinations and confeſſions before a committee of 
Lords of the privy-council, but Plunket oppoſed the 
reading of them, urging, that the examinations 2 i 
. ea 
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© begoed their Lordſhips to conſider, whether ex- 
< tracts of intercepted letters, ſome of them from 
© anonymous and unknown perſons, ſhould be ad- 
< mitted to be read as evidence. 

Mr. Plunket, the counſel for the bill, and all other 
ſtrangers being withdrawn, the Lord Viſcount Town- 
foens opened the debate, and endeavoured to juſ- 
< tify the Commons proceeding in this extraordinary 
manner, and to ſhew that the conſpiracy in gene- 
ral, and Plunke?'s ſhare in it, in particular, were 
made out by as ſtrong and as convincing proofs, 
as could be expected in a caſe of this nature, where 
the conſpirators had uſed all ſort of art and induſ- 
try to conceal the true names of the perſons con- 
cerned, in order to avoid the danger of legal con- 
viction. His Lordſhip was ſupported by the 
Duke of Argyle, the Earls of Peterborough and Co. 
2inpsby, the Lord Carteret, and ſome other courtiers; 
who were anſwered by the Earls Cowper, Strafford, 
and Angleſey, and the Lords Bathurſt, Bingley, Tre- 
vor, and Lechmere, and after a debate that laſted till 
about three in the afternoon, it was moved, That 
< the opinion of the judges be aſked, whether ex- 
tracts out of letters written by the King's miniſters 
abroad, and others, to the ſecretaries of ſtate here, 
atteſted by the ſecretary of ſtate, and examined by 
the Lords of the committee, and found to agree 


and remain in the hands of the ſecretaries of ſtate, 
but contain particulars which *cis not conſiſtent with 
the ſafety of the public to divulge, as hath been 
affirmed to this houſe by two ſecretaries of ſtate, 
and the Lords committees, offered to be produced, 
to prove the firſt part of the preamble of the bill; 
which recites a deteſtable conſpiracy for the pur- 
poſes in the bill, could be allowed to be read as 
evidence in the courts below, in any proſecution 
againſt Plunket, 
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c And a queſtion being ſtated thereupon and put, it 


n | was reſolved in the negative; upon which ſeveral 
. Lords entered their Diſſent, viz. 


er Cardigan, Lechmere, Bathurſt, | 
1 Angleſey, Uxbridge, Foley, ' 
12 Guilford, Poulet, | Compton, ; 

ry Scarſdale, Litchfield, Weſton, a b 

e- Bruce, F. Ceſtriens, Willoughby de Br. Ys 
re Craven, Brook, Dartmouth, : 
5, Aylesford, Exeter, Maſbam. þ 
re Gower, Berkeley de Str, : 
{- 4 
N- | b 

n. Then a motion was made and the queſtion put, 
ne whether the ſaid extracts ſhould be read in proof of 9 
0 the allegations of the preamble of the ſaid bill. ; 
$3 And it being reſolved in the affirmative by a ma- N 
d, Jority of 91 voices againſt 29, ſeveral Lords entered ; 
their proteſts, viz. 1 
ill | | | 4 
at Strafford, Lechmere, Weſton, : 
x Scarſdale, Fr. Ceſtrien. Gower, | 
18 Craven, Berkeley de Str. Compton, J 
e, Aylesford, Bathurſt, Brook, 1 
y Bruce, Angleſey, Maſham, i 
ee Cardigan, Litchfield, Dartmouth, 9 
nt Uxbridge, Foley, WilloughbydeBr. q 
e, Poulet, Guilford, Exeter. | 9 
th 4 
en | | | 
e, Then Mr. Plunket and the counſel being called in, 

d, the latter proceeded to prove the conſpiracy, in ge- 

|; neral z and, for that purpoſe, cauſed ſeveral letters, 

r. and extracts out of letters received from abroad to be 

48 read. In the next place they offered to read Neynoe's 

an examinations and confeſſions before a committee of 


Lords of the privy- council, but Plunket oppoſed the 
ad reading of them, urging, that the examinations of : 
IE | | dea 
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dead man, neither ſigned nor worn to by him, could 
not affect him, and therefore ought not to be ad- 
mitted to be read as evidence. The Earl Cooper, 
thereupon deſired that the houſe might be informed 
what nature thoſe examinations were of? And whe- 
ther they were ſigned, and taken upon oath? To 
this laſt queſtion the Lord Viſcount Townſhend an- 
ſwered in the negative, and then gave the houſe the 
reaſons of that omiſſion, and an account of the faid 
examinations, viz. 

The Lora That Neynoe being, at firſt, free and willing to 
Viſcount © confeſs what he knew of the conſpiracy to the 
E * Lords of the council, they only took the minutes 
Anna Of what he ſaid, in three different papers, which 


were, each of them, read twice to him, who owned 
every article of them to be true; that afterwards 
he, (the Lord Townſhend) delivered thoſe three 
papers to Mr. de 1a Faye, in order to his digeſting 
them into one, which accordingly he did; that 
they deſigned to get this paper «ſigned and ſworn 
to by Neynoe, but that in the mean time (whether 
upon the dread of being ſent to Newgate, unleſs 
he turned evidence) he endeavoured to make his 
eſcape, and was drowned.“ Plunket ſtill inſiſting, 
that the ſaid examinrtion ought not to be admitted 
as evidence, and deſiring their Lordſhips judgment 
thereupon, he and the counſel were ordered to with- 
draw ; and then it was by the courtiers propoſed, 
That the examination of Philip Neyaae, fince dead, be 
read in proof of the conſpiracy in general? A queſtion 
being ſtated thereupon, it was, by the proteſting 
Lords; moved to add theſe words, viz. [but not takes 
upon bath, nor figned by bim.] After a debate, the 
queſtion being put, whether theſe words ſhould be 
made part of the queſtion? It was reſolved in the 


negative, by a majority of 87 voices againſt 29 ; 


twenty of which latter entered their proteſt. Then, 


the queſtion was put, whether the examination of 


Philip Neynoe, ſince dead, ſhould be read in proof of 


the 
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the conſpiracy in general? Which, after another de- 


bate, that laſted till near ſeven of the clock in the 
evening, was carried in the affirmative; and there- 
upon twenty Lords entered their Diſſent, viz. 


Scarſdale, Brook, Poulet, 
Gower, Foley, Compton, 
Angleſey, Bruce, „ 
Cardigan, Willoughby de Br. Fr. Ceſtriens, 
8 raked - ates. Uxbridge, 
Dartmouth, Litchfield, Craven, 


Aylesford, Weſton, 


Then the counſel for the bill produced ſeveral e- 
vidences which were examined, and alſo copies of 
three letters ſtopt at the polt-office. Then ſeveral 
witneſſes were examined againſt the bill; and Plunkett 
and his ſolicitor were heard ; which having laſted 
till eleven of the clock at night, the Lords adjourn- 
ed to the next morning. 


On the 29th of April, the ſaid bill was read the 
third time, and after a pretty long debate, the queſ- 
tion being put, whether the ſaid bill ſhould paſs? It 
was carried in the affirmative, by a majority of 84 
voices againſt 37. Upon which ſeveral Lords en- 
tered the following proteſt, viz. | 


Diſſentient. | | 

1. D Ecauſe bills of this nature, as we conceive, 
) ought not to paſs but in caſe of evident ne- 
ceſſity, when the preſervation of the ſtate plainly re- 
quires it; which we take to be very far from the 
preſent caſe, the conſpiracy having been detected ſo 
long ſince, and the perſon accuſed ſeeming to us 
very inconſiderable in all reſpects, and who from the 
many groſs untruths it now appears he has wrote to 
his correſpondents abroad, muſt appear to have been 

an 1mpoſtor and deceiver, even to his own party. 
| 2, Proceed- 
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2. Proceedings of this kind, tending to convict I ww 
and puniſh, are, in their nature, tho? not form, ju- 
dicial, and do let the Commons, in effect, into an I der 
equal ſhare with the Lords in judicature, which the I her 
Lords ought to be very jealous of doing, ſince the I ore 
power of judicature, is the greateſt diftinguiſhing 
power the Lords have ; and there will be little rea- 
ſon to hope, that if bills of this nature are given | 
way to by the Lords, the Commons will ever bring thi 
up impeachments, or make themſelves accuſers only, I va 
when they can act as judges. 5 FP 


3. This bill, in our opinion, differs materially I ma 
from the precedents cited for it. As to the caſe of fin 
Sir John Fenwick, it is plain by the preamble of that Cee 
bill, that the ground moſt relied on to juſtify pro- "0 
ceeding againſt him in that manner was, that there 
had been two legal witneſſes to prove the high trea- 
ſon againſt him: That a bill was found againſt him 
on their evidence, and ſeveral times appointed him 
for a legal trial thereon, in the ordinary courſe, 
which he procured to be put off, by undertaking to 
diſcover, till one of the evidences withdrew ; ſo that 
*twas ſolely his own fault that he had not a legal 
trial by a Jury: All which circumſtances nor being 
in the preſent caſe, we take it, they are not at all to 
be compared to one another. «© 

4. As to the acts which paſſed to detain Counter 
and others concerned in the conſpiracy to aſſaſſinate 
the late King William, of glorious memory, we con- 
ceive thoſe acts were not, in their nature, bills of 
attainder as this is, but purely to enable the crown 

to keep them in priſon, notwithſtanding the laws of 
liberty; whereas this is a bill to inflict pains and pe- 
nalties, and does import a conviction and ſentence on 
the-priſoner, not only to loſe his liberty, but alſo his I PI 
lands and tenements, goods and chattels, of which cot 
he having none, as we believe, we eme bpchend tai 
ee & J 
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why it was inſerted, and this bill not drawn on the 


plan of Counter's, &c. unleſs it was to make a prece- 


dent for ſuch forfeitures, in caſes of bills, which may 


hereafter be brought to convict perſons who have 
great eſtates, upon evidence which does not come up 
to what the law in being requires. | 


5. If there be a defect of legal evidence to prove 
this man guilty of high treaſon, ſuch defect always 
was; and we think, if bills of this nature, brought 
to ſupply original defects in evidence, do receive 
countenance, they may become- familiar, and then 
many an innocent perſon may be reached by them, 
ſince tis hard to diſtinguiſh whether that defect pro- 
ceeds from the cunning and artifice, or from the in- 
nocence her /// 8 


6. This proceeding by bill does not, in our opi- 
nion, only tend to lay aſide the judicial power of the 


Lords, but even the uſe of juries, which diſtinguiſhes 


this nation from all its neighbours, and is of the 
higheſt value to all who rightly underſtand the ſecu- 
rity and other benefits accruing from it; and what- 


ever tends to alter or weaken that great privilege, 


we think is an alteration of our conſtitution for the 
worſe, tho? it be done by act of Parliament: And 
if it may be ſuppoſed, that any of our fundamental 
laws were ſet aſide by act of Parliament, the nation, 
weapprehend, would not be at all the more comforted 
from the conſideration that the Parliament did it. 


7, It is of the eſſence of natural juſtice, as we 
think, but is moſt ſurely of the laws of the realm, 
that no perſon ſhould be tried more than once for the 
ſame crime, or twice put in peril of loſing his life, 


liberty or eſtate. . And tho' we acquieſce in the opi- 


nion of the judges, that if this bill paſs into a law, 
Plunket cannot be again proſecuted for the crimes 


contained in the preamble of the bill; yet it is cer- 


tain, that if a bill of this kind ſhould happen to be 


Vol. VIII. Z rejected 
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rejected by either houſe of Parliament, or by the | 
King; the perſon accuſed might be attacked again 
and again in like manner, in any ſubſequent ſeſſion of 
Parliament, or indicted for the ſame offence, not- 
withſtanding that either houſe of Parliament ſhould 
have found him innocent, and not paſſed the bill for 
that reaſon. And we conceive it a very great ex- 
ception tò this courſe of proceeding, that a ſubjed 
. 5 be condemned and puniſhed, but not acquitted 


= 
* 0 


8. We think it appears in all our hiſtory, that the 
paſſing bills of —.— this, we think, in its na- 
ture, is, (except, as before is ſaid, in caſes of abſolute I ne: 
And clear neceſſity) have proved ſo many blemiſhes to I ſor 
the reigns in which they paſſed; and therefore we 
thought it our duty in time, and before the paſſing this 
bill as a precedent, to give our advice and votes a-. 
gainſt the paſſing it, being very unwilling that any ll 
thing ſhould paſs, which, in our opinions would, in . 0 
the leaſt, derogzite from the glory of this reign,” 5 


9. We apprehend it to be more for the intereſt pc 
and ſecurity of his Majeſty's government, that bills by 
of this nature ſhould not paſs, than that they ſhould, N ente 
fince perſons, who think at all, cannot but obſerve, | + 
that in this caſe ſome things have been received as 
evidence, which would not have been received in any 5 
court of judicature; that precedents of this K ind are 
naturally growing (as we” think this goes beyond 
any other which has happened ſince the revolution) ¶ nt 
pus it from ſuch like obſervations. they ſhall infer, I Kn 
as we cannot but do, that the, liberty and property Whic 
of the ſubject become, by ſuch examples, in any de 
degree, more precarious than they were before; i {2 % 
may cauſe an abatement of zeal for a government 
Founded 6n the revolution, which cannot, as we think, 
bo compenſated by any the good conſequences which I lis v 
are hoped for by by thoſe who approve this bill. 
%%% ͤ Ä: WE 
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Scarſdale,, 2 Dartmouth,” Exeter, e e 
Strafſord. Lechmere, N Mme ana 
Aylesford, Campion, Craven, 
Weſton, - „e Angleſey,, 
Maſbam, ' © Berkeley de * Litchfiald,” 
Cardigan, 5 Couper, e 
Osborn, -' _ Gower, _ Unbri age, . 
Vil Brute, © 4 216) . 

Poulet, e Fr. C a 
Batburſt, 1 Brook,” | FH | Oxford and aur, 
rs, e 4 


In the trial of Mr. 1 e came on. the 
next day before the Lords, the .counfel for the pri- 
bner geſired, Thar they might be at liberty to 

© progegd, to examine witneſſes to prove, by ſeveral 

Gan) That the letters dated 2oth April, 
©1922. Siren in evidence for the hill, were not dic- 
' rated, by the Biſhop | of . Rocheſter to . the- priſoner 
! George: Ke but a motion being made for com- 
plying ih at defire, the ſame; occaſioned a very 
warm-and long debate nf the queſtion being put 
upon g's ſaid” mot1 s carried in the negative 
by 82 1 an ereupon ſeveral Lords 
entered the following e vi. egg 


Deſntieur. nine 1.20 TO” + * 
Dauſe it was inſiſted on by the pe 
3; counſel, That the proof deſired was feceſſa- 

* 10 his defence; and, if allowed ro be made, would 
contribute to ſatisfy the houſe of the priſoner's inno- 
cence of the crimes charged on him by the bill; for 
vhich reaſon alone, if there was no other, we think 
the witneſſes ought to have been examined, it being, 
in our opinions, againſt the conſtant courſe and rules 
of juſtice, in criminal proceedings of all kinds, to 
preclude the priſoner's defence, by refuſing to hear 
is wirneſſes, if they are legal and competent; à 

in derogation of the honour and juſtice of the houſe, 


on this Occaſion, to anticipate the judgment of the 


houſe | in the leaſt circumſtance which the PO or 
1 | 2 5 his 
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his counſel inſiſt on to be material to his defence, 
and which may, if proved, be of weight in the con- 
ſideration and judgment of the houlc. 


2. It appears to us, to tend directly to prove the 
guilt or innocence of the priſoner, to diſcover whether 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter did dictate to the priſoner the 
letters mentioned in the queſtion, becauſe it was de- 
clared to the houſe by the counſel for the bill, in o- 
pening the charge againſt the priſoner, that the let. 
ters, tho wrote by the priſoner were dictated to him 
by a greater perſon : And altho*thecounſel for the bill, 
when called upon, did not think fit ro name that 
greater perſon ; yet it being ſuggeſted in the report 
of the houſe of Commons communicated to this 
houſe, and it being univerſally ſuppoſed hitherto, 
that the Biſhop of Rocheſter did diftate the ſaid letters 
to the priſoner, it became, in our opinions, incum- 
bent on the priſoner to give the houſe what ſatisfac- 
tion he could in that particular; the ſame being made 
a circumſtance, and part of the accuſation againſt him, 
and, if falfified, or rendered incredible, might influence 


the judgment of the houſe in other circumſtances. 


3. Becauſe the declaration of Philip Neynoe deces- 
ſed, tho? not ſigned or ſworn to by him, hath been 
allowed by the houſe to be read and given in evidence, 


in proof of the particular facts charged on the priſoner 
in the bill; in which declaration the priſoner is ex- 
preſly charged by the ſaid Neynoe, to have frequent 


told him, that the Biſhop of Rocheſter held correſpon- 
dencies with the Pretender, and the Pretender's agents; 
and that the priſoner was employed by the Biſhop in 
writing for him, and carrying on the ſaid correſpon- 
dencies, and that he had ſeveral times left Mr. Kell 


at the Biſhop's door, when Mr. Kelly went into the 
Biſhop's houſe, and ſtayed there an hour or two, and 


upon coming back to him, that the priſoner made 
apologies for ſtaying ſo long, and told him, Be had 
| | e | | been 


9 
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3. been writing the Biſhop's letters, which he always ap- 

ce, prehended to be the foreign correſpondence of the 

>n- Bishop with the Pretender's agents: For which rea- 
ſon-alſo we conceive the proof deſired ought to have 
been received, becauſe it may be thonght a denial of 

the I} juſtice by this houſe to the priſoner, not to permit 

her bim to anſwer, even by legal evidence, the particy- 

the I lar and direct evidence which the hoyſe hath allowed 

de. to be gen int him. 


let. os Altho? the priſoner may be guilty of a treaſon- q 
um able correſpondence, if he wrote the letters mention- 
ill, ed in the queſtion, and the ſame were not dictated to 
hat him by any perſon whatſoever ; yet the facts charged 
ort in the bill having been endeavoured to be proved, not 
this by direct proofs of the facts themſelves, but by cir- 
rto, M cumſtances, in our opinions, the priſoner's defence 
ters MW muſt be applied to anſwer the ſeveral circumſtances z 
im- and it is, as we conceive, equally unjuſt to deny him 
ac. the liberty of  falſifying that circumſtance of his 
ade writing the letters, being dictated to him by the Bi- 
im, ſhop, as it would be to refuſe to allow him to prove 
nce that the ſaid letters were not, or could not be wrote 
s. or ſent to the perſons to whom they are ſuggeſted or 

| charged to have been wrote or ſent, or to refuſe him 
cex- to prove, by circumſtances, that the priſoner him- 
een ſelf did not, or could not write the ſame at the par- 
ce, ticular times and places the ſame are ſuggeſted to be 
mer ſo wrote or ſent by him, or to deny him liberty to 
ex. falſify, by circumſtances, any other circumſtance re- 
ntl; lating to the ſuppoſed treaſonable PRO 
on- d on him by the bill. | 


p in 5. The counſel for the bill having alledged, as 
on- one reaſon, againſt the examination deſired, that 
Cells they were not prepared to anſwer that evidence, might 
the have been a ground for the houſe to have allowed 
and them a reaſonable time for ſuch preparation; but, in 
zade our opinions that conſideration ought not to weigh 
hall + US againſt 
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againſt the priſoner giving the evidence to the houſe 
which he was prepared to give, eſpecially ſince it was 
alledged, that the examination now deſired, was de- 
ſired on the prifoner's part to have been made at the 
bar of the houſe of Commons, and thereby ſo long 
ago publicly notified by the priſoner. 


6. Becauſe the refuſal of the proof of any circum. 
ſtance of the priſoner's defence, if ſuch refuſal be not 
juſt, muſt, in its conſequence, affect the juſtice of 
this whole proceeding againſtthe priſoner'; becauſe it 
deprives the houſe of the liberty, of forming a judg- 
ment upon the whole caſe, and tends, ſo far as that 
particular goes, to ſubject this proceeding againſt the 
priſoner to the objection of partiality, which is moſt 
highly diſhonourable to this houſe, eſpecially conſi- 
dering the latitude which hath been allowed in other 
parts of the examination, on this occaſion. 


Arundel, Craven, Fr. Ceſtrien'. 
Pomfret, Wharton, Foley, 
Northampton, Cowper,  Maontyoy, 
Leigh, Willoughby de Br, Oſborn, 
| Berkley de Str. Brock, Compton, 
Middleton, Weſton, Bruce, 
Salisbury, Aſhburnham,  Lechmere, 
Hay, Gower, _ Dartmouth, 
Strafford, Poulet, Bingley, 
Scarſdale, Guilford, Aylesford, 
Stawell, _ Denbigh, Uxbridge, - 
Za hurſt, - Litchfield, Tadcaſter, 
Trevor, Angleſey, "Exeter. 
Maſham, Cardigan, e 


The counſel for the priſoner having made ſome 
farther obſervations on the evidence given for the 
bill, and ſummed up their own evidence, Mr. Kelly 
ſpoke, in his own defence. | 
This ſpeech, took up fo much time, that the con- 
cluſion of that affair was put off till the next warde, 
We wi 8 (My 
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(May 341 when the houſe of Peers being ſat, the 
bill to infliet pains and penalties on George Kelly, alias 
Johnſon, was read the 3d time. Hereupon the Lord 
Bathurſt offered a rider to.be added to the ſaid bill, 
which was read by the clerk as follows ; 3 VIZ, 


6 Provided always, that "1 the ſaid 8 Kelly, 
alias Zohnſon, ſhall at any time, give ſecurity, ſuch 


as ſhall be approved of by the two chief juſtices, 


That he will, within one month, depart his Ma- 
jeſty's dominions, and not return again without the 
Fern of his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
Then the ſaid George Kelly, alias Fobnſon, ſhall be 
* at liberty to depart, any thing in this act t to the 
F ' contrary notwithſtanding. 


And a motion being made and the queſtion put, 
whether the ſaid Rider ſhould be read a ſecond time, 
it was carried in the negative by 83 voices againſt 


38 ; upon which the following Peers entered one 


dilſent, viz. 


Oker, | ene F 0ͤley, 


Angleſey, Ayle ford, Exeter, 
Craven, Saliſbury, Berkeley de Str. 
Guilford, Paulet, Compton, 
Scawell, Bruce, - Unbridge, 


Northampton, Aſhburnham, Arundel, 
Middleton, Dartmouth, Cardigan, 


Gower, Maſham, Mon joy, 

Fr. Ceſtrien'. Weſton, MWillougbbyde Br. 
Scarſdale, Hay, Bingley, © ' 
Trevor, Brook, | 


| Bathurf, Litchfield, 


Then the queſtion was put, whether this bill mould 
paſs? Which being carried in the affirmative by 79 


voices againſt 41, Teveral Lords entered and ſigned fo 


the following proteſtation, viz. 


Z 4 Diſſen- 
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Diſſentient. | 


. Ecauſe we think there is no room for the le- 
bill to inet: KI giſlature to paſs a law Ex poſt facto, to pu- 
Pains and 


penalties on 


niſh this perſon for the treaſonable correſpondence he 


GeergeKely, is accuſed of, he being in cuſtody, and may be brought 


to a legal tryal in one of the courts of juſtice. 


2. We conceive the want or defect of ſuch clear 
and plain evidence as by the laws of this kingdom is 
required to convict any perſon of higb freaſon, no ſut- 
ficlent reaſon to warrant the exerciſe of the legiſla- 
tive power in making a new law for his puniſhment, 
becauſe ſuch laws being made for the protection of 
innocent perſons, from ſuffering by falſe, uncertain, 
or doubtful evidence, every ſubject is intitled to the 
benefit of thoſe laws, when he ſhall fall under an ac- 
cuſation of Þbjgh treaſon, ©* _ Lei 


3. Becauſe, we conceive, as by the rules of natural 


_ juſtice, laws ought to be firſt made as directions for 


men's actions, and obedience, and puniſhment in- 
flicted, for putting thoſe laws in execution againſt 
offenders: And that therefore puniſhing by a law 
made after the offence committed, is not, agreeable 
to reaſon or juſtice, except only in the caſe of real 
and apparent neceſſity, to prevent the immediate 
ruin of a government, which we do not think can 
be the preſent caſe, or can bear any. reſemblance 
__ Ws 08 JE ed” 


4. Becauſe the proceedings of che legiſlative pow- | 


er, in making laws, can be governed by no rule but 
that of their own diſcretion and power: And there- 
fore the making laws, to inflict pains and penalties 
on particular perſons, muſt, as we conceive, tend 
to expoſe the liberties and properties of the ſubjects 
to an arbitrary diſcretion ; and conſequently render 
them -precarious in the enjoyment of thoſe bleſſings, 
which by-\our excellent conſtitution, and govern- 

nee. ane 3 ment, 
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ment, they have always had an uncontroulable right 
to hold and enjoy, till forfeited for ſome crime, and 
the perſon offending legally convicted thereof, upon 
ſuch full and poſitive BT A as the 1 of this king- 
dom do require. | 


472 1723. 


5. Becauſe, as we conceive, it would be of dange- 
rous conſequence to the ſafety of innocent perſons, 
to allow copies of letters taken by the clerks of the 
22 office, tho ſworn by them to be true copies, 

we given in evidence againſt any perſon accuſed 
of bigh treaſon, eſpecially when ſuch copies are not 
compared with the originals after they were taken, 
and the originals forwarded on by them, and not 
produced; becauſe, the originals not being produced, 
ſuch perſon is deprived of an opportunity of falſify- 
ing thoſe copies; and tho? there ſhould be any mi- 
ſtake committed by the clerk in copying, whether 
wilfully, or by negligence, ſuch miſtake cannot be 
detected for want of the original ae to e 
the copies with. i 


6. Becauſe the proof of letters or other writing in 
imad proſecutions, by ſimilitude and com Ra 
of hands, being, as we conceive, a very light 
weak evidence (becauſe hands may be too — 
counterfeited, and the perſons examined cannot f| 
poſitively, but to their belief, and therefore not lia- 
ble to be proſecuted for perjury) hath, as we con- 
ceive very juſtly been diſcouraged in ſuch times when 
the adminiſtration of juſtice hath been moſt impartial; 
and convictions of high treaſon grounded on ſuch e- 


vidence have been reverſed by act of ulis for 
that and other reaſons, | 


. 


8 Paffett, Hleofe rd, — | 

 Stawell, Darimouth,  Uxoridge, | 

- Md Noe Bathurſt, . e 
| Py. Cc urin. Litchfield, Maſbam, 


Angleſey, 
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Augleſey, W N Cardigan, 
Strafford, Brook, Arun el, 7 
- Scarſdale, Gower, Exeter, 
Craven, Woaꝗſton, Aae, ie 
arena Osborn, Willoughby de Br. 
Guilford, Hay, Aſhburnham, 
M barton, Berkley de dur. ' Bingley, © 
Middleton, Compton, © 70 adcaſter. 495 
Poulet, Bruce, e th 3 


On Monday, the 6th of May, us cleaves 00 
dock 1 in the-morning, the Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter. 
was brought to the bar of the Lords houſe, in' order 
to make his defence againſt the 41! to infli certain 
pains and penalties upon him, with the aſſiſtance of his 
counſel Sir Conſtantine Phipps, and Mr. Wynne. Al- 
ter the reading of the bill, the King's counſel opened 
the nature of it, diſplayed the heinouſneſs of the late 


horrid and execrable conſpiracy, and, in particular, 


vated the crime of the priſoner at the bar, who 
as the preamble ſuggeſted, was principally concerned 
in forming, directing, and carrying on the ſaid wicked, 
and deteſtable plot. This done, in order to prove the 
conſpiracy in general, they offered to read ſeveral 


extracts of letters, which the government had received 


from abroad: But this was oppoſed by the Biſhop 


and his counſel, who alledged, That extracts of let- 


ters, ſome of them from anonymous, or at leaſt, 


from unknown perſons, ought not to be admitted as 
evidence, and that according to the method of legal 


ings, the originals themſelves ought to Þe 
produced. Aſter the counſel, on both ſides, had can- 
vaſſed the matter to and fro, they and the priſoner 
were ordered to withdraw, and then a motion was 
made, and the queſtion put, That the extract, of- 
« fered by the counſel for the bill, of the letter from 
© Sir Luke Schaub to the Lord C arteret, be read as 
* evidence,” Which being carried in the affirmative 
= 95 voices againſt 37, another motion was: _ 

an 
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and the queſtion put, Whether the advice incloſed 
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in the letter from Sir Luke Schaub be read, tho? this 
© houſe be not acquainted with the perſon who gave 
Jç½) Of tou need 1 


This queſtion being alſo reſolved in the affirmative, 


the following Lords entered their difſent, viz. 


Strafford, Maſbam, Foley, 

Osborn, Angleſey, Exeter, 

Craven, Cowper, Montjoy, 
Salisbury, J en 
Northampton, Litchfield, Willoughby de Br. 
Scarſdale, Bruce, Compton, 5 2 
Aylesford, Denbigh, Cardigan, 
Gower, Guilford, Binpley, 

Poulet, Dartmouth, Aſbburnbam. 
Fr. Ceſtrien. Trevor, 5 . 


Then the counſel for the bill offered to.produce 
copies of letters intercepted at the poſt-office, be of 


them written in cypher, and afterwards decyphered, 


but the ſame was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the Biſhop 
and his counſel, who put ſeveral puzzling queſtions 
to Mr. Willes, one of the decypherers, about the na- 
ture and certainty of their art, This diſquiſition laſted 
till about nine of the clock in the evening, when the 
priſoner and the counſel on both fides being with 


J drawn, a motion was made and the queſtion put, 
that Willes be obliged to produce this key of the cy- 
pher? This queſtion being reſolved in the negative 


by 80 voices againſt 43, another motion was made 
and the queſtion put, That the ſaid letters intercepted 
at the poſt-office and decyphered, be read as evi- 
dence, which was carried in the affirmative, and then 


the farther hearing of that affair was put off to the 


next day, and the Biſhop remanded to the Tower. 


_— 


The 
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The next morning, (Tueſday May yth.) he was 
brought again to the bar of the Lords houſe, where 
the counſel for the bill, going on with their evidence, 
offered to read the examinations and confeſſions of 
Philip. Neynoe, deceaſed. Which was ſtrongly op- 
poſed by the Biſhop andihis counſel, but moſt of their 


objections having already been over-ruled in the ca. 


ſes of Plunket and Kelly, and the Lord Viſcount 
Townſhend having affirmed, and Mr. Robert Walpol: 
atteſted the ſaid examinations, it was reſolved, by a 
majority of - 85 voices againſt 41, that they ſhould 
be admitted as evidence; upon which the ſaid exa- 
minations were read. 

Then the counſel for the bill offered to read ſeve- 
ral letters intercepted at the poſt-office : Upon which 
the Biſhop deſired and inſiſted, that the clerks of 
the poſt-office be examined, to theſe two queſtions, 
« Firſts, Whether they had a ſufficient warrant and 
c authority, to ſtop and open the ſaid letters, and 
from whom they had ſuch warrant and authority? 
56 24% Whether Revs: of the poſt-office who. copied 
< the letters, whoſe originals had been forwarded, had 
< intercepted the ſaid letters, themſelves, or received 
them from ſome body elſe? The Biſhop and the 
counſel on both ſides being withdrawn, the courtiers 

put the following queſtion, viz. 

That it is the opinion of this houſe that it is in- 
« conſiſtent with the public ſafety, as well as un- 
* neceſſary for the priſoner's defence, to ſuffer any 
'* farther inquiry to a made, upon this occaſion, 1n- 

to the warrants which have been granted by the ſe- 
© cretary: of ſtate for the ſtopping and opening of 
© letters which ſhould come or go by the poſt, ot 


into the methods that have been taken by the pro- 


per officers at the 6 in obedience t to ine 
105 game vi 


Aſter 


ens SE g. g 2 


g S2 S 


I 
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as evidence againſt the priſoner. 
that the preventing any farther inquiry on theſe heads, 
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After a long a debate, that laſted till near eleven of 
the clock at night, the ſaid queſtion was carried in 


the affirmative, by a majority of 82 voices againſt 


40; upon which ſeveral Lords entered the following 
proteſtation, viz. 5 | 1:7 


Diſſentient. LAY [30h 
"Bron: we apprehend, - that in all criminal pro- 


ſecutions, the croſs-examining of witneſſes is 


neceſſary for the defence of the priſoner, and for the 


ſatisfaction of thoſe who are to judge of the facts al- 
ledged againſt him, in order to the diſcovering of 
truth, and detecting any fraudulent evidence. which 
ſhould be offered; and the reſolution above recited 
does, in our opinions, debar the Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
and every other perſon concerned, from aſking any 
queſtions of the clerks of the poſt office, who are 
brought as witneſſes to the bar, relating to the ſtop- 
ping and opening of poſt-letters, tho? letters pretend- 
ed to be ſtopt and opened at the poſt office are read 
And we' conceive 


muſt lay this houſe under great difficulties, when they 


come to form a judgment on thoſe letters, the validi- 


ty of which will, in a great meaſure, depend on the 
proof given of their having been truly ſtopt and o- 
pened;.cas aſſerredfπt „ IP 


2. We apprehend it to be impoſſible for this houſe 


to determine, that the inquiry which is deſired is 
unneceſſary to the defence of the priſoner, till heſhall 
come to make the application; and we conceive he 
| ſhould have the liberty of aſking what queſtions he 
or his counſel think proper, of the clerks of the 
poſt- office, relating to the ſtopping and opening of 
letters, without acquainting the houſe what uſe he 


intends to make of their anſwers: An&this appears to 
us to be highly reaſonable, eſſential to juſtice, and 
warranted by the methods which this houſe _ hi- 

| therto 
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therto allowed the counſel: for. the ſupport of the bill 
to proceed in, who have, during the whole courſe of 


this examination, reſerved the application of the evi. 
dence they have offered, till AR ſhould Judge con- 


venient to make it. 


Scarſdale, Wharton, : Maſham, | 

„ Pre, i Craven, ' -- -: Aylesford, 
Compton,  Nerthampon, Batburſt, 

Miſton, Bingley, LTitehſteld, 
_ Uxbridge, W illoughby de Br. Oſborn, 
\ Gower, Exeter, A 
Straſford,  Aſbburnham, Cardigan, 
Neo ee Anleſeyr. 


2 Denbigb, 


+ Brook, R. re / 7" 


The next morning (Wdneſday May 8th.) the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter being brought again to the bar 
of the Lords houſe, the counſel for the bill went on 


with the reſt of their evidence, with leſs interruption 


than the two preceding days. The moſt remarkable 
paſſage in this days proceeding was, that Willian 
Mood, late Coachman to the Biſhop, being produ- 
ced as a witneſs, that Prelate aſked him, What 
< reward he had received, or been promiſed, to de- 

< pole againſt his Maſter *? 'Þ Which being repreſent- 
ed as a brow-beating of the King's evidence, the 
Lord Chancellor rebuked the priſoner for it. The 
counſel for the bill having ſummed up their evidence, 


about four o'clock in the ene the Lords ad- 


W to the next day. 


Accordingly on 7 burſday, the gth of May, the 
houſe of Peers being ſat, and the Biſhop brought 
to their bar, his counſel made remarks and ob- 


| ſervations on the evidence produced on the other 


ſide, and opened the evidence they had to offer, 
in defence of their client. Their chief buſineſs 
. being 
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being to invalidate Neynoes examinations, on 
which great ſtreſs was laid by the Counſel for the 
bill, they obſerved, That what he pretended to 
know of the Biſhop, of Rocheſter was only by 
© hearſay from Mr. Cope Kelly: But that as hear- 
« ſay, was never admitted as legal proof, much leſs 
© ought it to have any weight in this caſe, where 
© a dead-man's, Neynoe's, hearſay was denied, and 
© contradicted by Kelly now alive, That Neynoe's 


examinations were neither ſworn to, nor ſigned. 


© by him: But were, he {till living, and offered to 
confirm them by oath, they could hardly be of 
* any force, ſince they were ready to prove, that 
© he was drawn in to ſay and unſay, to affirm or 
deny, any thing,” To this purpoſe they offered 


to examine three witneſſes, vis. Mr. Bingley, 


Mr. Skeene, and Mr. Stewart, who were in the 


cuſtody of a ſtate meſſenger at the ſame time with 


Neynoe, and had an opportunity to converſe, or 
communicate together; but before they entered 
upon that examination, the Biſhop taking notice, 
that Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer was at the 
bar, he ſaid, It was not proper he ſhould hear 


depoſitions that affected him: Whereupon Mr. 


Malpole withdrew. | | 


> Us 8 


great intimacy, and was ſtopt with him at Deal, 
35 they endeavoured to go over into France, par- 
ticularly, That Neynoe, having been taken up, 
ſome time before, upon account of ſeveral ſcur- 
rilous libels he had writ againſt the government, 
© and publiſhed in the Frecbolder's journal, and 
being under an apprehenſion of being treated 
* with the utmoſt ſeverity of the law, on the one 
hand, and tempted with large promiſes of re- 


ward, on the other, he conſented to be employ- 
© ed by the Miniſters, and to accuſe: the Earl of 


© Orrery, and the Biſhop of Rocheſter, and ſeveral 
DE Oe OT OT rs YI 7% 


r. Bingley being ſworn, related what he knew 
concerning Philip Neynoe, with whom he had a 
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other innocent perſons, of having ſormed a con- 
ſpiracy againſt the government; that the Lord 
Toronſbend had declared a prejudice, upon ſome 
private account to the Biſhop, and was reſolved 
to pull down the. pride of that HAuOHTY 
PRELATE, That Mr. Walpole inſtructed him 
{Neynoe). in private, what he ſhould fay in his 
examinations before the Lords of the Council, 
and, at divers times, gave him great ſums of 
money. That Neynoe, who all this while had 
nothing in view, but to impoſe on thoſe who 
_ obliged him to act fo villanous a part; and to 
get out of their reach, propoſed to the Miniſters 


© ther intelligence of the conſpiracy, by narrowly 
< obſerving the ſteps of the Earl of Marr, Lord 
< Lanſdowne and other perſons, ſuſpected of being 
© agents for the Pretender in France; that Mr. 
Walpole ſeemed at firſt, to approve this over- 
© ture, but whatever was the reaſon, he afterwards 
changed his opinion, and fuſpeting Neynee's 
true intention to cheat him, and give him the 
« ſlip, he cauſed him to be watched, and ſtopped 


r 


This deponent (Mr. Bingley) added, That he 
< himſelf had been tampered with, and offered a 
© reward of 300 J. if he would turn evidence againſt 
the Biſhop of Rochefter, which he refuſed to do. 

The Lord Viſcount ' Townſhend, who, as well as 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, was charged by 
this depoſition, -in his own vindication obſerved, 
That no regard ought to be had to the evidence 
© of a notorious and zealous Facobite, who had been 


convicted, whipt, pilloried, and impriſoned at 


Dublin, upon two indictments, one for publiſh- 
© ing a treaſonable book called NE RO, the other 
© for ſpeaking treaſonable words, and this after 
© having taken the - oaths. to the government; 
all which make him a leſs.credible witneſs in the 
n * 44 13 pre- 


his going over to France, in order to gain far- 
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c DIY nt he had, in a common trial, 
been proved a perjured witneſs. | 


Whatever weight was laid on this odjection, 


Mr. Skeene confirmed, upon oath, a great part of 


Mr. Bingley's depoſition, adding. That N:ynoe, 
« purſuant to his inſtructions, from the Miniſter 
ho employed him, had propoſed to him to be 
evidence againſt the Lord Orrery, and the Bi- 
ſnop of Rocbeſter: But that having rejected his 

« propoſal he confeſſed to him and to Mr. Stewart, 
© that all} he had done was only to amuſe the Mi- 


« niſters till he could get out of their power; but 


© that he had rather be torn in pieces by wild 
© horſes, than be an evidence, and confirm by oath 


beforè a court of judicature, what he had been 


4+ obliged to ſay before the Lords of the Council; 
that being one day in private, with the Miniſter 
above mentioned, he was ſtruck with ſuch re- 
morſe and indignation at the infamous part he 


forced ahim to act, that he was upon the point: 


© of. ſeizing ona: fword that lay on the table, and 
65 — him through, in order to put an end to 


© the conſpiracy. And that this deponent having 


* aſked Neynoe, whether he knew. any thing of a 


w t? He | anſwered, he knew of two, one of 


r. Walpole's againſt ſome great men, the other 
© of his on, which was only to get eighteen or 
© twenty thouſand pounds from Mr. Walpole: And 
© whatever became of the firſt, he doubted not but 
he would have brought the other to bear, had 
he but once ſet foot on the French ſhore and 
had not Bingie's blundering marred all. More- 
© oyer, . Mr. Skeene endeavoured wholy to deſtroy 
© Captain Paxcier's depoſition, by ſay ing, that he 
never told him any thing, but what he had him- 
ſelf, out of the public news- papers. 

Mr. Stewart being alſo examined upon G 
confirmed what had been depoſed by Mr. Bingley 
and Mr. Skeexe, adding, * That Neynoe had en- 

Vor. VIII. Aa * deavoured 
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« deavoured to engage him to turn evidence-againſt 
the Earl of Orrery: Which he refuſed; to do, 
© having never ſpoke. but once with his Lordmip, 
to whom he was introduced by a Gentleman, up- 
on occaſion of ſome books woe bes Was to get 
« for him. 
Moſt of theſe particulars. __ ed by 


Corbet Kynaſton, Eſq; who depoſed, that he had 


them from Mr. Bingley, Mr. Skeene, or Mr, Stewart, 
before Mr. Neynoe was drowned: But little ſtreſs 


was laid by the majority of the houſe! of Peers, 


on theſe depoſitions, the three firſt witneſſes being 
known to have been ep engaged, in the Pre- 
tenders cauſ. 


This being over, the Counſel for the Biſhop la- 


boured to clear him from the moſt material part 
of the charge againſt him, vix. That be did dittate 


to Mr. George Kelly the three letters, dated April 


2oth, 1722, to General Dillon, the late Earl of Marr, 
and the Pretender; ſuggeſting, * That it could not 
be poſſible he ſhould, at that time, dictate thoſe 
letters, being diſabled in his chamber, and con- 
< ſtantly attended by ſome of his ſervants, who 
were examined, and depoſed, that no ſtranger 
© came near him about that time, and for ſome 
time, before and after; and that they never 
© knew of Mr. Kelly's being the Biſhop's Secretary, 


or being intimate with hir, which, had he been 


© ſo, could not have eſcaped their knowledge. 


The Counſel for the Biſhop, read alſo an affidavit 


from Mr. Gordon, Banker at Bologne, importing, 
© That he 2 received, nor | forwarded any 
packets, from Mr. George Kelly, nor ever had 
any dealing or correſpondence with him 3“ and 


they likewiſe examined witneſſes, and among the 
reſt Eraſmus Lewis, iEſq; to Pe! ed uy 


hand- n ee 
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Theſe examfnations having laſted till near ele- 
ven of the clock in the evening, the Lords ad- 
journed to the next morning, 1 

The Biſhop being the next morning (Friday May 
10th) brought again tothe bar of the Lords houſe, his 
Counſel endeavoured to take off the weight of the 
teſtimony and judgment of Mr. Reo an in- 
graver, who having been produced and exatined 
by the Counſel for the bill, had ſworn to the fimi- 
litude of the ſeal of a letter found among the Bi- 
ſhop's papers, with the ſeals of ſome of the inter 
cepted letters: In oppofition' to which Mr, Jobn- 
ſon, and ſome other eminent ingravers gave their 
opinions upon oath, © That a ſeal may as eafily 
© be counterfeited as writing, or which is the "ſame, 
© that a ſeal ingraved from the impreſſion of ano- 
© ther ſea), may be ſo perfect, as to render it im- 
« poſſible to diſtinguiſh the impreſſion of the ori- 
* ginal, from that of the counterfeit:“ An experi- 
ment of which was made by a Lord, who pro- 
duced impreſſions of two different ſeals, ſo exactly 
like one another, that one of the ingravers was 
deceived by them, and judged them to be of one 
and the ſame ſeal. This affair occaſioned great 
altercatiqns, between the Counſel on both fides, 
and warm debates afterwards, in the houſe, till 
four O'clock in the afternoon, when the Lords 
having adjourned. during pleaſure, the courtiers 
refre ell che 8 
the others in the adjacent coffee-houſes. 

The houſe being reſumed, the Biſhop of Ro- 
chefter examined witneſſes to falſify the depoſition 
of Foby Lawſon, baker at Bromley, who, very 
critically, ore to all the days and times the Bi- 


hop went to and from London and Bromley from 


the rſt of April to the 20th of Auguſt 1722. And 
fatther depoſed, That he was told by James Day 
* and*Thomas Farnden, two ſervants of the Biſhop, 
that he hack a fit of the gout, which laſted all 
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mſelves in the Prince's chamber, and 
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hand) if he would turn evi 
© ſhop, and ſwear that Mr. Kelly, Lord North} 
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or moſt part of the time between his going to 
Bromley, next before his Lady's death, and his 
coming to town after ſhe was buried ; and that 
the ſaid Thomas Farnden alſo told him, that 
among thoſe who frequented the ſaid Biſhop at 


_ * Bromley laſt ſummer, were the Lord North and 


© Grey, who came very often, the Lord Bathurſ,, 


Sir Conſtantine Phipps, Mr. Aldridge a Clergy- 


man, and Mr, Vynne, a Counſellor at law? 
Among the reſt, the helper to Villiam Mood, the 
Biſhop's late coachman, depoſed, '< that he had 
been kept in cloſe cuſtody for above two months, 
© he Knew not for what. Being aſked if ever 


he ſaw Mr. Kelly alias Fobnſon, at the Biſhop's} 


houſe in town, or at Bromley, he anſwered in the 


negative: Adding, * That if he had been there, 


© he could not have miſſed ſeeing, or hearing of 
him, becauſe he always was about the houſe and 
<: ſtables, and as he converſed with all the other 
© ſervants, ſo he knew of all the comers and 
« goers. And that when he was at Bromley, one 
< Lawſon, a baker, came to him, and offered him 
< a reward of two hundred pounds, (one half in 

. againſt the Bi- 


« and Grey, and ſome other Lords and Gentlemen 
< whom he ſhould name to him, often came to 
the Biſhop's houſe at Bromley: Which propoſal 


he rejected, with ſcorn.“ This was partly con- 
firmed by two or three more of the Biſhop's ſer- 


vants, and other witneſſes, whoſe examinations 
having laſted till nine of the clock in the evening 
the Lords adjourned to the next day. _ 

On 5 A the 11th of May, the Biſhop. be- 


ing again brought to the bar of their Lordſhips 


houſe, Sir Conſtantine Phipps made a ſhort recapi- 


ulation of the evidence for his client, which was 
more fully enlarged upon by Mr. Mynne, who, 
at the ſame time, made ſome nice obſervations on 
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the evidence given for the bill: Which being over 


exactly at two of the clock in the afternoon, the 


Biſhop then ſpoke in his own defence. | | 

The Biſhop having done ſpeaking, and being, 
with his counſel, withdrawn, the Bs Lechmere 
took notice, that the moſt material part of the 


charge againſt | that Prelate was his dictating the 


treaſonable letter to Mr. Kelly; and ſince the let- 


ter was the only legal witneſs they could have in 
this doubtful caſe, he therefore moved, That 
© George Kelly, alias Fohnſon, now a priſoner in 


the Tower of London, be brought to the bar of 
this houſe on Monday morning next, to be exa- 


* mined upon oath, on the bill intitled, An act to 


inflict pains and penalties on Francis Lord Biſhop 
© of Racheſter.” He was ſeconded by the Earl of 
Carliſie; but oppoſed by the court Lords, ſo that 
the queſtion being put upon his motion, it was re- 


ſelved in the negative by 80 voices againſt 40; 


Whereupon ſeveral Lords entered and ſigned the 
following proteſtatio s. 
Diſſentient. D 

1. Becauſe we think it unqueſtionable, that the 


faid Kelly is a competent legal witneſs to the mat- 


ters charged by the bill againſt the Biſhop, and 
could not be legally refuſed to be ſworn as ſuch, 


if the Biſhop were on his trial for the ſame in the 


ordinary courſe of juſtice; and that, Whether the 
ſaid Kelly was produced for or againſt the Biſhop. 


And we conceive, that if the Counſel for the bill 
had thought fit to have produced Im in ſupport 


of the bill, that even no legal objection could 


have been made by the Biſhop's Counſel againſt 


his being ſo produced and ſworn; the bill paſſed 
this houſe" againſt the ſaid Kelly not having re- 


ceived the royal aſſent, and there not being in he 
 fajd bill, in our opinions, any thing that can de- 
e ae e 
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ſtroy even his legal teſtimony, when the ſame is 


2... Becauſe the; three letters dated April 20, 
1722, ſuppoſed to contain treaſonable correſpon- 
dencies with the Pretender and ſome of his agents, 


have been made the principal charge againſt the 


Biſhop, and have been endeavoured to be proved 
to have been dictated to the ſaid Kelly by the Bi- 


ſhop; at or about the time of their 1 3 2 this 
„ by direct or 


not being as yet done, as we thin 
poſitive proof, by any living witneſs of the fact, 
but by circumſtances only, we think it moſt pro- 


per, and moſt ſafe and juſt, to endeavour to diſ- 


cover the truth of that material fact by the beſt 
evidence the nature of the thing can admit of; 
and that this houſe ſhould not be left under the 


difficulties of judging on this extraordinary occa- 


on, from doubtful circumſtances, if the fact may 
be cleared by certain poſitive proof, and the exa- 


mination of a competent and a living witneſs upon 
oath, at the bar of this houſe. = 


3. Becauſe ſeveral living witneſſes. have been 


examined on oath, at the bar of this houſe, on be- 


half of the Biſhop, in order to prove by their po- 
ſirive teſtimony, and other circumſtances, that 
the Biſhop did not dictate, or direct, or was any 
way privy to the writing the ſaid letters, or any 


of them, which has, in our judgments, rendered 


it yet of greater importance, that the ſuppoſed 
writer of tho letters ſhould be brought under 
the moſt ſtrict and ſolemn examination, before 
the bill has paſſed this houſe, Mer 61 


4. Becauſe the ſaid Kelly, though examined be- 
fore Committees of beth . houſes of Parliament, 
and elſewhere, hath not, to our knowledge, been 
yet examined on oath to the matters contained - 

| this 
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this bill, and it having appeared to us, in other 
inſtances on this occaſion, particularly of Mrs. 
Barnes, examined for the bill, and of Bingley a- 
gainſt it, who have materially varied their exa- 
minations at the bar of this houſe, from their for- 
mer examinations, at the ſame timè declaring that 
their former examinations were not taken and 
ſworn to by them; we think it may be both dan- 
gerous and derogatory to the honour and juſtice 
of the houſe, not to examine on oath a perſon ca- 
pable of diſcovering the matters of fact, on which 
the juſtice of the bill againſt the Biſho 45 muſt de- 
pend, and eſpecially after the ſaid Kelly hath de- 
clared in the moſt ſolemn manner, next 18 that of 
his being upon oath, that the Biſhop' did not dic- 
tate, or was privy to the writing of the ſaid let- 
ters, or any of them; and the Biſhop himſelf, in 
his defence, having alſo, in the moſt olenin man- 
ner of -aff=verarion, declared his innocence in this 
particular, and expreſly referring to the former 
aſſeverations of the ſaid Ke/ly, as we conceive, as 
a teſtimony in confirmation of his own aſſeve- 
rations. nt | 3 
W TH "Becauſe" we contaiby! that the ſaid Kelly, was 
not only a legal witneſs for or againſt the Biſhop, 
in the ſtricteſt conſtruction of courts of judicature, 
but the examination of him upon "oath in this bill, 
is, in every reſpect whatſoever, in our judgments, 


leſs liable to objection than many, and moſt other 
evidences which on this occaflon have been allow- 


ec; becauſe the bill paſſed by this houſe againſt 
the ſaid Keliy, if it obtains the royal aſſent, as is 
moſt probable, doth, in judgment of law, as hath 
been declared by the Judges, acquit him of any 
future proſecution for the ſaid treaſons therein 
charged upon him: And there is no judgment or 
puniſhment inflicted upon him in the ſaid bill, 
DR can, when paſſed, deftroy his capacity of 


Aa 4 giving 


360 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1723. 


giving evidence on any occaſion; and the ſame hav- 


ing paſſed this houſe, and not paſſed the royal aſſent, 
leaves the ſaid Kelly, in our opinions, under leſs in- 
fluence either of hopes or fears, than ſuch witneſſes 
which have been examined on this occaſion, under 
commitments and charge of high treaſon, and, as 
we conceive, leſs liable to that objection than the 
declaration of Philip Neynoe, which has been read 
againſt the Biſhop, tho? never ſigned or ſworn to by 
him, and the faid Neynoe ſome months ſince drowned 
in endeavouring his eſcape, - and which declaration 
appears to us to have been made by him under the 
ſtrongeſt influences of guilt and terror. oo 


6. We think the crimes charged in the bill againſt | 


the ſaid Kelly, are, in their nature, diſtinct and inde- 
pendent on thoſe charged on the Biſhop, -. Kelh's 
guilt in writing the ſaid treaſonable letters proved 
upon him, being the ſame, altho the Biſhop be al- 
together innocent in relation thereto, for which, as 
we conceive, this houſe did refuſe to permit Kelly, 
on his bill, to give evidence that the Biſhop did not 
dictate the ſaid letters, and for which reaſon we are 
of opinion, that the evidence which Kelly might 


have given touching the Biſhop's dictating the faid | 
letters, or not, would have-produced no conſequence 


at all with regard to the bill paſſed againſt himſelf, 
altho* it muſt neceſſarily have contributed to the 
proof of the guilt or innocence of the Biſhop. © 


7. This houſe having with great honour and ju- 


ſtice declared to ſeveral perſons produced as witneſſes 


on this occaſion, that it was not required from them 


to depoſe to any thing which did or might tend to 


their own accuſation ; the teſtimony of the ſaid Kelh, 


if he had been examined upon oath, we doubt not, 
would have been taken under the ſame- juſt indul- 


gence 3 and it he had ſubmitted to have been exa- 


mined on oath to the matters of this bill, ſuch exami- 
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ration being, in that reſpect, voluntarily, could not 
in our opinions, have been conſtrued as forced from 
him by the authority of this houſe; and ſuch a teſti- 
mony as he might have given would have remained 
under conſideration and judgment of this houſe, as 

to its credit and influence, on all circumſtances, in 


the ſame manner as the other evidence for and againſt 
the bill . _ * 


a W — 8 Berkley de Sir. 


—— Salisbury, Fr. Ceſtrien. 
gcarſdale, Nori bampton, Willoughby de Br. 
Dartmouth, Bingley, Maſbam, 
Lechmere, Foley; - - Poulet, 
Pomfret, Angleſey, Compton, 
Abburnbam, Bruce, Middleton, 
Cardigan, Gower, Hereford. 
Litchfield, Uxbridge, Hay, i 
Guilfordl. © Exeter, Denbigh, 
Aylesford,” Brook, Wharton. 

We a ad Craven, 


On Monday the 1 3th of May, t the Biſhop of Ro- 
cbeſter being, for the laſt time, brought to the bar 
of the Lords houſe, Mr. Reeves, one of the counſel 
for the bill, made a reply to the Biſhop's defence; 
and in particular, juſtified what he had ſaid before 


about the letter the Biſhop wrote in the Tower, and 


which was found about one of his ſervants. And 


| as the Biſhop had cloſed his ſpeech with a 


out of the Holy Scripture, ſo Mr. Reeves concluded 
with thefe words out of Ecclefraſtes, ( (Chap. x. v. 200 
Curſe not ihe King, no not in thy thought, and curſe 
not the Rich in thy bed-chamber : For a bird of the. 
air ſhall carry the voice, and that which bas wings. 
ſoall tell-the matter, 

After this the counſel for the bill produced and 
examined ſeveral witneſſes to contradict what had 
been depoſed relating to Neyoe, : 

ut 


” 
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But what was molt remarkable in this day's pro- 


e ie The Meg ef Kasbefer aud his 


counſel, having much inſiſted and endeavoured to 
prove that he did not dictate the treaſonable letters in 
queſtion, becauſe at the time they were ſuppoſed to 
be written, and before and after, he was diſabled in 
his chamber, the Lord Biſhop of St. 4/aph, thought 
it his duty to acquaint the houſe, that at that very 
juncture of time, he had received a letter from 
the Biſhop, of-.. Rocheſter, and of his own hand 
writing. This voluntary evidence, from a perſon 
of ſo venerable a character, made a viſible, but dif- 
ferent impreſſion. on the whole aſſembly; and did 


no leſs ſpirit and glad the Biſhop of Rocheſter's ene. 


mies, than abaſh and grieve his friends: But the 
Biſhop himſelf rather fired with indignation, than 
daunted by ſo unexpected a charge, abſolutely de- 
nied the fact, boldly challenged his accuſer to prove 
it, and offered to put the e trial upon that . 
oint. Ne 
5 The Bimop ww St, Aſaph Gill red: ns he re- 
ceived a letter, which he took to be written by the 
Biſhop, of Rocbeſter himſelf, from the hands of one 
of his ſervants, then at the bar; but being ſome- 
what perplexed as to the hour,” and the day; and, 


at the ſame time, contradicted by Grani, the Biſhop 


of Rocbeſters ſervant, the priſoner, in an exulting 
hes foe preſſed: his accuſer to produce the letter in 
ueſtion; Which the other not being able to do, the 


op of Rocheſter ſeyere]y;animadvertedupon him. 


— being, ſo — to give ſuch raſh evidence, and 
14 to fix perjury upon a man of his holy 
og, 54 affair being over, the Lords in a 
— went through the 4101 for inflitting 
Pains and penalties on Francis Lord Biſbop of Roche. 
ſter, and about ten o'clock in the me qa 
ed to Wedneſday, the 1 5thiof May. 
Their Lordſhips being then ſar, the bud bill wis 
read the third time, and a mation being made, that 
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the bill ſhould paſs? It ocaſioned a very warm and 
long debate. The Speakers, for and again} the bill, 
were as follows, the numerical figures ſhewing the 
order in which they ſpoke: 7 0? 


Asainſt the Bill. Far ibe Bill. 
1 Earl Poulet, - 2 LordBp.of Salisbury, 
3 Lord Bp of Cheſter, 

5 Duke of Hharton, 
6 Lord Bathurſt, 

8 Lord Trevor, 

11 Lord Gower, . 

13 Earl Cowper, 


| - Earl of Finlater and 
8 » Seafield, CESS AMES 


12 Lord Lechmere, 3 
14 Earl of Peterborow, * 
15 Earl of Cholmondeley: 


The Earl Ponlet, who opened the debate, ſpoke Pebatcinke 


4 Lord Bp. of London, 


10 Duke of Argyle, by. I” 
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houſe of 


to the nature of this bill, ſhewed the danger of ſuch Lords onthe 
an extraordinary proceeding, and urged, That ge 
© the ſwerving from the rules of evidence, and con- bill. 


ſequently from juſtice, muſt inevitably be attend- 
ed with the moſt fatal conſequences to our excol- 
* lent conſtitution.” The Lord Biſhop of Sa/zsbury, 
in anſwer to that, alledged, ' That as extraordinary 
* diſeaſes require extraordinary remedies, ſo in caſes 
* of extreme danger and neceflity, when the very 
being of the ſtate lies at ſtake, if the common 
law cannot reach great offenders, the legiſlature 
© ought to exert itſelf.“ He was replied to by the 


| Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, who owned that extraor-" 


dinary proceedings may, indeed, be recurred to} 
upon extraordinary occaſions, and when they are 
* evidently neceſſary for the preſervation of the 
* ſkate 3 but that was very far from the preſent caſe; 
* ſince the conſpiracy, in which the Biſhop of Ro- 
* cheſter was charged to have had a ſhare, had been 
* diſcovered and difappointed long before. He 
was anſwered by the Lord Biſhop of London, to 
whom the Duke of Wharton replied in a long ſpeech, 
wherein his Grace ſummed up the whole evidence 


that 
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that had been produced againſt the Biſhop of Roche- 
ter, and endeavoured to ſhew the inſufficiency of it, 
to prove the charge: Concluding, that let the 


e be what they would, he would not 


< have ſuch a helliſh ſtain ſully the luſtre and glo- 
© ry of that illuſtrious houſe, as to condemn a man 
without the leaſt legal evidence; and ſo he 
was for rejecting the bill. His Grace was 
ſtrongly ſupported by the Lord Bathurſt, who, in 
the firſt place, took notice of the © ungracious diſ- 
« tin&tions that were fixed on the members of that 
noble and illuſtrious aſſembly, who differed in opi- 
nion from thoſe who happened to have the majori- 


<'ty; that for his part as he had nothing in view | 


© but truth and juſtice, the good of his country, the 


- © honour of that houſe, and the diſcharge of his 


< own conſcience, he would freely ſpeak his 


thoughts, [notwithſtanding all  difcouragements ; 


t that he would not complain of the ſiniſter arts 


<'that had been uſed of late to render ſome perſons 
< obnoxious, and under pretence ot their being ſo, 
© to open their letters about their minuteſt domeſtic 


affairs; for theſe ſmall grievances he could eaſily 


bear; but when he ſaw things go ſo far, as to con- 


dem a perſon of the higheſt dignity in the church, | 


in ſuch an unprecedented manner, and without any 
legal evidence, he thought it his duty to oppoſe a 
< proceeding ſo unjuſt and unwarrantable in itſelf. 
and fo dangerous and diſmal in its conſequences. 


To this purpoſe, he begged leave to tell their Lord- i 


Mips a ſtory he had from ſeveral officers of undoubt- 


ed credit, that ſerved in Flanders in the late war, 


A French man, it ſeems, had invented a machine, 
which would not only kill more men at once, than 
any yet in uſe, but alſo diſable for ever any man 
that ſhould be wounded by it. Big with hopes of 
Ja great reward, he applied to one of the' Miniſters, 
;£, who laid his project before the late French King; 
put that Monarch, conſidering that ſo deſtructive 
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an engine might ſoon be turned againſt his own 


« men, did not think proper to encourage it, where- 
« upon the inventer came over into England, and 
« offered his ſervice_to ſome of our Generals, who 
« likewiſe rejected the propoſal, with indignation. 
The uſe and application of this ſtory, added his 


«£ Lordſhip, is very obvious: For if this way of 


« proceeding be admitted, it will certainly prove a 
« very dangerous engine; no man's life, liberty, or 
« property will be fate ; and if thoſe who were in the 
« adminiſtration ſome years ago, and who had as 


© great a ſhare in the affections of the people as any 


«. that came after them, had made uſe of ſuch a po- 
« litical machine, ſome of thoſe noble perſons who 
now appear fo zealous promoters of this bill, 
would not be in a capacity to ſerve his Majeſty at 
this time.“ His Lordſhip added, That if fuch 
extraordinary proceedin 5 went on, he ſaw nothing 
remaining for him, an 


© quietly enjoy their eſtates, within their own fami- 
lies, ſince the leaſt correſpondence, the leaſt inter- 
< cepted letter, might be made criminal, To this 
« purpoſe his Lordſhip quoted a paſſage out of Car- 
« dinal de Retz's memoirs, relating to that wicked 
« politician, Cardinal Mazarin, who boaſted, that 
if he had but two lines of any man's writing, with 
«© a few circumſtances atteſted by witneſſes, he could 
* cut off his head when he pleaſed.* © His Lordſhip 
alſo ſhrewdly  animadverted op the majority of the 
venerable bench, towards which, turning himſelf, 
he ſaid, He could hardly account for the inveterate 
* hatred and malice ſome perſons bore the learned 
and ingenious Biſhop of Rocheſter, unleſs. it was 
© that they were intoxicated with the infatuation of 
«© ſomeof the wild Indians, who fondly believe Weg 
inherit not only the ſpoils, but even the abilities ol 
any great enemy they kill.” The Earl of 10 
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and others, to do, but to re- 
tire to their country-houſes, and there if poſſible, 
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ford ſpoke on the ſame ſide, as did alſo the Lord 
Trevor, who among other arguments, againſt the 
bill in queſtion, urged, * That if men were in this 
unpredecented manner, proceeded againſt without 


* 4 


< legal proof, in a ſhort time men would be tried, 


* as they were liked by Miniſters: That for his own 


« part, he believed he ſtood but indifferently in the 
opinion and liking of ſome perſons, and therefore 
© he had reaſon to think himſelf the more in danger 
< becauſe at preſent, | they wanted the protection of 
< the law.“ (Meaning the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus act) and as, in a ſhort time, they were like 
< to be ſo unhappy as to be deprived of his Maje- 


< ſty's perſonal protection, and were ſtil! liable to | 


© be confined upon ſuſpicion, which he took to be 
no more than will and pleaſure, they were conſe- 
« quently at the will and pleaſure of the Miniſters, 
„That, however, no apprehenſion of what he 
might ſuffer ſhould deter him from doing what he 
thought his duty; that, conſonant to that principle, 


he had all along, and ſtill oppoſed theſe extraor- 


dinary proceedings, which tended to lodge an ex- 
< orbitant power in their fellow ſubjects. That if he 
« were'to loſe his liberty, he had rather give it up 


to one ſingle tyrant, than to many: For a tyrant | 


if a man of common underſtanding, would, for 
his o] fake, be tender of the lives of his ſubjects; 
© whereas many tyrants would endeavour to deſtroy 


one another, to get one another's preferments. 


The Lord Bevor, Having done ſpeaking, the Earl f 


of. Finlater and-Szafield ſpoke on the court ſide, and 
endeayour'd to ſhew, that the evidence that had 
been produced before them, being ſufficient to 
convince any reaſonable man, that there had been 
© a;deteſtable conſpiracy, and that the Biſhop of Ro- 
© cheſter had a great ſhare in it, was likewiſe ſuffi- 
< cientto juſtify this extraordinary proceeding againſt 
<£ him, eſpecially ſince they inflicted on him ſo light 
a puniſhment, - conſidering the heinouſneſs of his 


c crime.” 
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crime The Duke of Argyle purſued the ſame 
argument; run through and confuted the moſt eſ- 
ſential parts of the Biſhop's defence; and, with ve- 


hemence, aggravated his offence, by which he had 


debaſed his holy ſunction and character, and acted 
contrary to the ſolemn and repeated oaths he had 
taken, The Lord Gower ſpoke afterwards againſt 
the bill; but, what ſurprized moſt people; the Lord 
Lechmere, who, on ſeveral occaſions, had expreſſed 


his diſlike to theſe extraordinary proceedings, de- 


dared it as his opinion, That there was ſufficient 
* evidence to ſupport the charge.“ He was an- 


ſwered by the Earl Cotoper, in a long ſpeech, im- 
porting in ſubſtance, That the ſtrongeſt argument 


* which had been urged for this bill, was neceſſity; 


but that for his part, he ſaw no neceſſity that could 


« juſtify ſo unprecedented and ſo dangerous a pro- 
© ceeding. That, as had already been ſuggeſted, 
the conſpiracy had above a twelve- month before 
© been happily diſcovered, and the effects of it con- 
ſequently prevented. That beſides che intrinſic 
weight and ſtrength of the government, by the 


numerous offices and employments, civil and mi- 


litary, and the wealth and intereſt of the well af- 


fected to his Majeſty's perſon, and the preſent hap- 


« py eſtabliſhment, the hands of thoſe at the helm 
gad ſtill been fortified by the ſuſpenſion of the Ha- 
beas Corpus act, and the auditionul trroops'; ſo that, 
in his opinion, there could be no danger to the 


government, if P/unket and Kelly were ndt priſo- 
* ners for life, nor the Biſhop of Rocheſter ſent into 
baniſhment; that, on the -contrary, if that Pre- 


late's talent and genius lay in contrivingrundcar- 


trying on ſtate-intrigues, he thought him deſt dun- 


gerous at home than abroad. Int thie drher rea- 


* ſons alledged to ſupport this extraotdinzy pro- 


ceeding had no more weight in them, that the 


* firſt: That the known rules of | evidetice, as laid 


* down at firſt, and eſtabliſhed by the law of 
| the 


j 
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* the land, were. the birth-right of every ſubject of 
this nation; and ought to be conſtantly __ 


not only in the inferior courts of judicature, but 


* alſo in both houſes of Parliament, till altered by 
< the legiſlature ;, that much had been faid of the 


power of Parliaments, which he owned was very 


great: But that, in his opinion, their abſolute pow. 


er conſiſted only in making and repealing laws; 


© and till ſuch time as a law was repealed, every 
* ſubject had a right to it. 

That the admitting the precarious and uncertain 
£ evidence of the Clerks of the Poſt-office, was a 
very dangerous precedent. That in former times 
it was thought very grievous, that in capital caſes, 
a man ſhould be affected by ſimilitude of hands; 
« but here the caſe was much worſe: Since it was al- 
< Jowed that the Clerks of the Poſt-office could car- 
ry the ſimilitude of hands four months in their 
« minds ; that theſe men might be honeſt, and ſwear 
« to the beſt of their knowledge, but he was ſure, 


« they were, at leaſt, very willing and forward evi- | 


« dence: For as he aſked one of them, how he 
knew ſuch a paper to be Mr. Kelh's hand? He 
< readily anſwered, be had ſeen the ſame four months 
Before, and be was ſure it could be no other: Where- 
eas any man, who has never ſo little been conver- 
« fant in the world, knows that hands may be ſo well 
< counterfeited, as not to be diſtinguiſhed. After 
this his Lordſhip commended: the Biſhop of Ko- 
< chefter*s noble and brave carriage in not anſwering 
before the houſe of Commons, whoſe proceeding, 
cin this unprecedented manner, againſt a Lord of 
Parliament, was ſuch an incroachment on the pre- 
c rogative of the Peerage, that if ſubmitted to, by 
« paſling this bill, they might well be ſaid to be the 
C of Lords.  Ultimus Romanorum, my Lords, 
© (faid his Lordſhip in the concluſion) was a charac- 
ter of honour and praiſe 3 but to be the laſt of 
Fo or ST TE | + Britif 
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« Briti/h Peers, by giving up our ancient privileges, 


« will never I doubt, admit of ſuch conſtruction, and 
therefore I am for rejecting this bill!* Little was 
ſaid of any great weight after his ſpeech 3; and a- 


bout half an hour paſt nine, the queſtion. being 
put, it was reſolved in the affirmative by a majority 


of 83 voices againſt 43; upon which ſeveral Lords 
entered and ſigned the following proteſtation, viz, 


I, B cauſe the objection which we thought lay a- Proteſt a- 


gainſt the bills of Pluntet and Kelly, that the B the: 


Commons were thereby let into an equal ſhare. of 


judicature with the Lords, does hold ſtronger, as we ** 


apprehend, againſt the preſent bill, ſince, by means 
of it, a Lord of Parliament is in part tried and ad- 
judged to puniſhment in the houſe of Commons, and 
reduced to a neceſſity, either of letting his accuſation 
paſs undefended in that houſe, or of appearing there, 
and, as we take it, derogating from his own honour, 
and that of the Lords in general, by anſwering and 
making his defence in the lower houſe of Parliament. 


2p Becauſe we are of opinion, that the Commons 
would be very far from yielding to the Lords any. 
part of thoſe powers and privileges, which are pro- 


Biſhop of 
Roc, oj 


perly theirs by the conſtitution, in any form, or un- 


der any pretext whatſoever. And it ſeems to us full 
as reafonable, that the Lords ſhould be as tenacious 
of che rights and privileges which remain to them, 


as the Commons are on their part. 
2 | | | 1 


$ 


i 3. We think this bill againſt a Lord of Parliament, 


taking its riſe in tbe houſe of Commons, ought the 
rather, not to have received any countenance in this 
houſe, for that, as it appeared to us by the printed 
votes of the houſe of Commons, that, houſe had voted 
the Biſhop guilty of all the matters alledged 4 
Rinſt him in the bill, before the bill was brought in- 
„ oe. - "FI 
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to that houſe, and conſequently before the Biſhop 
had any opportunity of being heard: And altho' 
there be nothing abſurd in ſuch a vote, in order to 
their accuſing by an impeachment ; yet it ſeems to 
us abſolutely contrary to juſtice, which ought to be 
unprejudiced, to vote any one guilty againſt whom 


they deſign to proceed in their legiſlative capacity, 
or in nature of Judges, before the party has an op- 


portunity to be heard, or the bill, which is to aſcer- 
tain the accuſation, is ſo much as brought in. 


4. We are of opinion, that no law ought to be 


paſſed on purpoſe to enact, that any one be guilty 


in law, and puniſhed as ſuch, but where ſuch an 
extraordinary proceeding is evidently neceſſary for 
the preſervation of the ; 


| tate : Whereas the crime of- 
fered to be proved againſt the Biſhop of Rocheſter 
is, as we conceive, his partaking in a traiterous con- 
ſpiracy, againſt the government, which conſpi- 


racy, by God's bleſſing, is detected, and, as we 


hope, diſappointed, without the aid of ſuch a dan- 
gerous proceeding, as we conceive this to be. 


5. Becauſe there are certain known and eftabliſhed 
rules of evidence, which are part of the law of the 
land, either introduced by acts of Parliament, or 
framed by reaſon and the experience of ages, ad- 
juſted as well for the defence of the life, liberty, and 
property of the innocent ſubject, as the puniſhment 


of the guilty ; and therefore theſe rules are, or ought 


to be, conſtantly adhered to, in all courts of juſtice; 
and, as we conceive, ſhould be alſo obſerved, till 
altered by law in both houſes of Parliament, when- 
ever they try, judge, and puniſh the ſubject, tho! in 
their. legiſlative capacity. But ſince, in many in- 
ſtances, in this and the two other proceedings by 
bill, we have been taught, by the opinion of the 
houfe, that theſe rules of evidence need not be öb- 
ſerved by the houfes acking in their legiſlative capa- 
te | Dos „„ 
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city, we clearly take it to be very ſtrong objection 
to this manner of 3 that rules of law, 


made for the ſecurity of the ſubject, are of no uſe 
to him in it; and that the conclufion from hence is 
very ſtrong, that therefore it ought not to be taken 
up, but where clearly necefſary, as before affirmed : 
15 we do deſire to explain our ſelves ſo far upon 
the caſes of neceſſity excepted, as to ſay, we do not 
intend to include a neceſſity arifing purely from an 


impoilibility of convicting any other way. 


6. If it be admitted, that traiterous correſpon- | 


dencies in cypher and cant-words may, to a degree, 
be diſcouraged by this ſort of proceeding, in which 


perſons, as we think, are convicted on a more un- 


certain evidence than the known rules of law admit 


of, yet we are of opinion, that convenience will be 


much more than out-weighed by the jealouſy it 


maſt of neceſfity, as we conceive, create in the 


minds of many of his Majeſty's moſt faithful ſub- 
jects, that their lives, liberties, and properties are 
not ſo ſafe, after ſuch repeated examples, as they were 
before; and by the natural conſequence of this ap- 
prehenſion, an abatement of their zeal for the go- 
vernment may enſue, excepting ſuch perſons as have 
had more than ordinary opportunities of being well 
inſtructed in principles of the utmoſt duty and loyalty. 


7. We cannot be for the paſſing this bill, becauſe 
the evidence produced to make good the recital of it, 


or that the Lord Biſhop of Recheſter is guiity of the 
matter he therein ſtands accuſed of, is, in our opini- 
ons, greatly defective and inſufficient, both in law 
and reaſon, to prove that charge; the evidence con- 
liſting-alrogether, to- the beſt of our obſervation, in 
conjectures ariſing from circumſtances in the inter- 
cepted letters, or in a comparifon of hand-writings 
teſting on memory only: And there being, as we 
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think, no proof of the Biſhop's knowing of, or be- 
ing privy to, any of the ſaid correſpondence 3 and 


as to the principal part. of the charge againſt the Bi. 


ſhop, and on which, as we think, all the reſt does 
depend, viz. the dictating of the letters of the 20th 
of April 1722, which the houſe of Lords ſeem to 


have determined that Kelly wrote, we are of opinion 


that the Biſhop has, in his defence, very clearly and 
fully proved, that he did not, nor poſſibly could, 
dictate thoſe letters, or the ſubſtance of any part 
thereof to Kelly, either on the days of the date, or 


at any time during ſeveral days before, or next after 


the day of their date, nor was in any capacity to 
write them himſelf, tho? the letters muſt have been 


_ wrote within that compaſs of time. And we are, 
upon the whole, of opinion, That the proof and 
probability of the Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter*s inno- 
cence, in the matters he ſtood charged with, were 


much ſtronger than thoſe of his guilt. 


 Strafford, + Angleſey, Maſbam, 
Scarſdale,  Aylesford, _ Guilford, 
Denbigh, Afhburnham, Berkeley de Sir. 
Northampton, Hay, wh 
Bruce, Foley, Middleton, 
Salisbury, Bathurſt, Willoughby be Br. 
Poulet, Oß born, Copper, 
Mont joy, „„ > ONoe. 
Fr. Ceſtrien. Gower, Hereford, 
Dartmouth, Uxbridge, Bingley, 
Cardigan, Compton, Stael, 
Litchfield, Weſton, © Oxford, 
Craven, Arundel, Exeter. 


' 1 diſſent for the 6th and-yth reaſons of the fore 
going proteſtation, | and for the following reaſons. 


1 . Becauſe this extraordinary method of proceed 
ing by bills of this nature againſt perſons who do nol. 
withdraw from juſtice, but are willing to undergo 

* a R . l | le ga 


tr, 


e Br. 


fore 


A. 1723. "FE FATE Ss, 

legal trial, ought, in my opinion, to be ſupported 
by clear and convincing evidence; and J apprehend 
there has been nothing offered to ſupport the allega- 
tions ſet forth in the preamble of the 270 zo 7nflif pains 
and penalties on Francis Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
but what depends on decpyhered letters, forced © con- 
kaetdee, —_ tete innuendo 8. | 


2. I conceive, that 1 examination of Philip | 


Neynoe, taken before the Lords of the Council, not 
{worn to, nor ſigned, which appears to me to be the 
foundation on which the charge againſt the Biſhop of 
Rocheſter is built, has been, in my apprehenſion, 
ſufficiently proved, by the poſitive oaths of three 
perſons, two of which have been, for ſeveral months 
in ſeparate cuſtodies, confirmed by other circum- 
ſtances, to have been a falſe and malicious contri- 
vance of the ſaid Neynoe, to fave himſelf from the 
hands of juſtice, and to work the er of the 
biſhop of Rocheſter. 


3.4 do not apprehend, that the letters of FL 20th 
of April, which are ſuggeſted to be wrote by George 


eh, alias Jobnſon, and diftated by the Biſhop, 


have been ſufficiencly proved to be the hand-writing 


of the ſaid Kelly; but on the contrary it appears, to 


the beſt of my judgment, that the letter of the 20th 
of Auguſt (ſtopt at the Poſt- office, and from which 
the Clerks of the Poſt- office, on their memory on- 


[ly, ſwore they believed the ſaid letters of the 2oth 


of April to be the ſame hand-writing, tho? they ne- 
ver compared ao original letters together during all 
at time) hag been proved by three credible wit- 
nefſes, concutring in every circumſtance of their 
eltimony, 40 well acquainted with the hand-wri- 


ting of the ſaid Kelly, not to be his hand-writing z and 
WY | conceive, that the difference they have obſerved in 
the hand of the ſaid Rel iy, upon which they ground their 
en, is ſufficiently ſupported by comparing the 


b 3 ſaid 
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ſaid letter of the 20th of Auguſt, with the letters 


wrote by the ſaid Kelly to the Lord Townſhend and 
Mr. De la Faye, during the time of his confinement. 


4. I do not apprehend, that any proof has been 
offered to 2 Can what has been ſo much inſiſted on, 
and juſtly eſteemed eſſential to the charge, that the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter dictated the letters of the 20th 
of April; but it has appeared, I conceive, that there 
has been no intimacy between the Biſhop-and the 
ſaid Kelly, and the teſtimony of the Biſhop's ſervants 
concurring with the evidence given on that head, by 


the perſons that Kelly lived in the ſtricteſt correſpon- 


dence with, leaves,, to the beſt of my judgment, no 
room to doubt, but that the acquaintance between 
them was ſlender and public; and to ſuggeſt from 
thence, that the Biſhop dictated the letters of the 
20th of April, when it appeared, that for many 
days before he could not poſſibly ſee the ſaid Kelly 


is, in my opinion, repugnant to reaſon, and contrary | 
to juſtice, bene” | 


WHARTON. 


The ſubſtance of the bill to puniſh the Biſhop of 
Roebeſter is as follows: | 


HEREAS in the years 1921 and 1722, 
a deteſtable and horrid conſpiracy was form- 


ed and carried on by divers traitors for invading 


your Majeſty's kingdoms with foreign forces, for i 


railing an inſurrection and rebellion againſt your Ma. 
jeſty, for ſeizing the tower and city of London, and 
ſor laying violent hands upon your Majeſty's moſt 
ſacred perſon, and upon his Royal Highneſs the 

\ Prince of Wales, in order to ſubvert our preſent hap- 
py eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate, by placing 2 
iin Pretender on your throne : And whereas for 
ter concealing and effecting the ſaid conſpiracy 
melon +; correſpondencies were, Within the 

| time 
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time aforeſaid, carried on by letters written in cy- 
phers, cant words, and fictitious names; which con- 
ſpiracy, had it not been diſappointed by the good- 
neſs of Almighty God, would have deprived your 
Majeſty's kingdoms of the enjoyment of their reli- 
gion, laws, and liberties, involved thenf in blood and 
ruin, and ſubjected your people to the bondage and 
oppreſſion of Romiſh ſuperitition and arbitrary power: 
For which execrable treaſon Chriſtopher Layer hath 
been indicted, tried, convicted, and attainted. And 
whereas Francis Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, notwith- 
ſtanding the many ſolemn aſſurances by him given 
of his faith and allegiance to your Majeſty, by taking 
the oaths by law appointed to be taken, inſtead of 
the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy; which oaths 
he had likewiſe taken at ſundry times, during the 
reſpective reigns of their late Majeſty's King William 
and Queen Mary, and of her late Majeſty Queen 
Anne; and notwiſtanding he had frequently ab- 


jured the Pretender, hath, in direct violation of his 


ſaid repeated oaths and obligations, and to the great 
ſcandal of religion, and his holy function, been deep- 
ly concerned in forming, directing, and carrying on 
the ſaid wicked and deteſtable conſpiracy, and hath 
been a principal actor therein, by traiterouſly con- 
ſulting and correſponding with divers perſons, to 


raiſe an inſurrection and rebellion againſt your Ma- 
jeſty within this Kingdom, and to procure a foreign 


force to invade the ſame, in order to depoſe your 


Majeſty, and place the Pretender on your throne; 


and by traiterouſly correſponding with the ſaid Pre- 
tender, and perſons employed by him, knowing 
them to be fo employed: Thereſore to manifeſt our 


Juſt abhorrence of ſo wicked and abominable a con- 
ſpiracy, and our zeal and tender regard for the pre- , 


ſer vation of your Majeſty's perſon and government, 
and of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in your Niaqet:y's 


royal family, the ſolid foundations of our preſent hup- 


pineſs and future hopes; and to the end that no con- 
| 5 Bp {pirato;s 
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| ſpirktor may, by any ſubtil contrivance or practice 
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whatſoever, eſcape puniſhment, and that all others 


may, by the juſtice of Parliament, be for ever here- 


after deterred from engaging in any traiterous con- 
ſpiracies or attempts: We your Majeſty's moſt du- 
tiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 


poral, and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, do 


humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that it may be enacted ; 

and be it enacted, Sc. That the ſaid Francis Lord 
Biſhop of Rocheſter, from and after the firſt day of 
June, in the year of our Lord 1723 ſhall be, and is 
hereby, deprived of all and ſingular his offices, dig- 
nities, promotions, and benefices eccleſiaſtical what- 


ſoever, and that the ſame,. and every of them, ſhall | 
from thenceforth be actually void, as if he were na- 


turally dead; and that the ſaid Francis Lord —_— 
of Rocheſter ſhall from thenceforth for ever be di 


abled, and rendred incapable of and from taking, 
holding, or enjoying any office, dignity, promotion, 


benefice, or employment within this realm, or any 


other his Majeſty's dominions, and alſo of and from 
uſing or exerciſing any office, function, authority, or 


power eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual whatſoever, and ſhall 
and do ſuffer perpetual exile, and be for ever ba- 


niſhed this realm, or any other his Majeſty's domi- 
nions, and ſhall depart out of the ſame on or before. 


the five and twentieth day of Zune in the year 1723. 


And that if the ſaid Francis Lord Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter ſhall return into, or be foundwithin this realm, 
or any other his Majeſty's dominions at any time 
after the ſaid five and twentieth day of June, 1723. 
he the ſaid Francis Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, being 
thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall be adjudged guilty 
of felony; and ſhall ſuffer and forfeit as in caſes of 


felony, without benefit of clergy, and ſhall be utterly 


incapable of any OY from his N his heirs 


or fades doe. ve 


And 


the church, in this extraordinary manner to deprive 


% DEBATES. 
And be it farther enacted, That all perſons, who 


ſhall, from and after the faid- five and twentieth day 


of June, 1723. be aiding or aſſiſting to the return | 
of the ſaid Francis Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter into 
this realm, or any other his Majeſty's dominions, or 
ſhall harbour or conceal him within the ſame or any 
of them, being thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall be 
adjudged guilty of felony, and ſhall ſuffer and for- 
feir as in caſes of felony, without benefit of clergy. 
And be it farther enacted, That if any of the 

ſubjects of his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, ex: 
cept ſuch perſons as ſhall be licenſed for that purpoſe 
by his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, under his or 
their ſign manual, ſhall from and after the ſaid 25th 
of Fune 1723, within this realm or without, hold, 
entertain, or. Keep any intelligence or correſpondence 
in perſon, or by letters, meſſages, or otherwiſe, with 


the ſaid Francis Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, or with 


any perſon or perſons employed by him, knowing 
ſuch perſon or perſons to be fo employed, ſuch perſon 
ſo offending, being thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall 
be adjudged guilty of felony, and ſhall ſuffer and for- 
ſeit as in caſes of felony, without benefit of clergy. 
And be it farther enacted, That if any offence a- 
gainſt this act ſhall be committed out of this realm, 


the ſame ſhall or may be alledged, laid, inquired of, 


and tried in any county wen Great-Britain, 


My Lords, 


377 


believe it will be expected that 1 ſhould ſay Biſhop of 


ſomething in a caſe ſo extraordinary as this 1s 


ed. I beg leave to begin with taking notice of 
«* ſome things that were peculiarly addreſſed to this 
bench, both by the reverend Prelate, and his coun- 
a, from the! bar 
6 The firſt is, That we would conſider how a- 
greeable it may be to the canons and diſcipline of 


a 


Salisbury 
ſpeech 
8 Fg wherein a brother Biſhop 1s ſo nearly concern- 3 
ocbeſter s 
dill. 
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a Biſhop of all his preferments; and to prohibit 
« him the uſe and exercife of his function for his 
« life. As to this objection, whatever influence it 
may have abroad among ignorant people, yet, as 
© to your Lordſhips, who know our conſtitution fo 
c well, I cannot imagine that it can have any weight 
« at all. And indeed when I conſider all the acts 
of Parliament relating to the ſupremacy, that 
have been made for near two hundred years, when 


« Teonfider the articles of our church, our canons, 


and the ſubſcriptions that the Biſhop himſelf muſt 
« have made, and muſt have required from others, 
< in the exerciſe of his function, it is matter of won- 
« der to me, that ſuch an objection ſhould be made, 
© either by a N of the church of England, or 
< by a lawyer of the kingdom of England. I do 
© not indeed recollect above one inſtance of a par- 
* ticular act of Parliament made to deprive a Bi- 
« ſhop ; which is, that of Fiſher Biſhop of Rocheſter ; 
« who was ſo deprived, in the time of Henry VIII. 


But, as to general acts of Parliament, whereby | 


both Biſhops and Presbyters have been deprived of 
their preferments, we have a good number. Thus, 
in the beginning of Queen E/;zaberÞ's reign, almoſt 


all the Biſhops of England were ſo deprived : And | 


© at the revolution, many were ſo ; and all might 
© have been ſo, if they had not complied with the 
terms of the act of Parliament: And at the re- 
< ſtoration, many hundreds of Presbyters were de- 


6 


1 payed in the ſame manner. And it cannot well 


doubted, but that the ſame authority which can 


make laws, by which the whole bench may be de- 


prived, may exert it ſelf in a particular caſe, if 


they have juſt reaſons for it. 


As to the trial of Biſhops, for any crimes they 


2 


© ſhall be guilty of, we are to conſider the different 


nature of the crimes of which they are accuſed ; 


and the trial by law muſt be accordingly. If the 


"6 


crime be of an eccleſiaſtical nature, ſuch as eccle. 
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ſiaſtical courts can take cognizance of, as ſimony, 
hereſy, and the like; the trial regularly muſt be 
« by the Arch-Biſhop of the province, taking to his 
« afſiſtance ſome of his ſuffragan Biſhops. But even 
in this caſe, if either the Arch-Biſhop ſhall, upon 


complaint, neglect to try him; or, if upon trial 


he ſhall acquit and abſolve him; the accuſer may 


appeal to the King in Chancery: Which court 


may appoint a commiſſion of delegates, who may, 
« by the authority of the crown, judge him, deprive 
him of bis Biſhopric, prohibit him the uſe of his 
function for his life, tho he were before acquitted 


by the Arch-Biſhop, But if the crime be of a 
civil nature, ſuch as treaſon, (which is the caſe now 


before us) the eccleſiaſtical authority has nothing 
© at all to do with it; and ſhould any Sale | 
judge attempt to meddle with it, he would be 
« judged to attempt againſt the King's crown and 
« dignity, and 1 his proceedings ſtopped, 

« by a prohibition out of the temporal caurts: And 
© I would obſerve farther, that were this Biſhop to 
+ be tried in the common courſe of law, for the 
© crimes whereof he is accuſed. in this bill, it muſt 
be, either by your Lordſhips, as a member of this 
«* houſe; or by the judges and a jury in Weſtminſter 
* ball. I would not at preſent ſay which, becauſe it 
* would lead me out of the way : But in this caſe, 
if either your Lordſhips, or the judges below, 
© ſhould paſs ſentence upon him for the treaſon of 


| © which he is here accuſed, that ſentence would, 4 
dd. 


facto, deprive him of his Biſhopric. I ſhall 
no more but this one obſervation : That the way. 


that is now taken to deprive him, is the only way. 
* that I know of, wherein the Biſhops can have any 


part in the ſentence of deprivation. 

* The next thing that was ſuggeſted from the bar, 
particularly to this bench, was, That we ſhould con- 
' ſider well what we are doing, and have a care that 
* wedo not, by concurring in this bill, make out titles 

: | to 
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to our Biſhoprics precarious. As to this admonition, 
the anſwer is very eaſy 3 That it becomes us, as 
we have the honour to have ſeats in Parliament, to 
take care to do juſtice, as, on the one ſide, to the 
priſoner ; ſo, on the other fide, to our King and 
country: And to truſt in God, that in ſo doing 
we ſhall neither hurt ourſelves, nor our ſucceſſors. 


But, ſo far as juſt judges may look to events, the 


argument ſeems to me to lie the other way : For, 
if for want of doing juſtice againſt traitors to King 
George, the Pretender ſhould happen to prevail, 
(which God avert) the title of Proteſtant Biſhops 
is like to be very precarious indeed. As to the 
power of Parliament to paſs bills of this kind, the 


Parliament always had it, has frequently exerciſed 
it, and always muſt have it; it being eſſential to 
the very being of the ſupreme power. The lives 
and liberties of every man in England are ſubject 
to it; and though the exerciſe of this power may 
be dangerous to perſons, who will venture upon 


treaſonable practices, truſting to their cunning and 


artifice to ſcreen them from the law, yet I have 


that confidence in the integrity and juſtice of the 
crown, and two houſes of Parliament, that ſo long 
as this example is followed, of giving a full and 
fair hearing to the perſons accuſed, innocent men 


cannot eaſily ſuffer; or in all events, that if cor- 


' ruption or faction ſhould ever fo far prevail, that 
there ſhould be danger to innocent perſons, it will 


be much eaſier to corrupt witneſſes or juries, or, 


to find other methods to deftroy them, than it will 


be to prevail upon a Parliament to do it: As 1 
am perſuaded that, in this particular caſe, had 
there been any corruption, ſome other method 
would have been found out, more effectually to 
come at the perſon concerned, than this is like to 


do. | 


The laſt particular that the Biſhop peculiarly 


addreſſed to the bench, was, that we would con- 


* &© ſider 
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ſider the words of St. Paul to Timothy; againſt Pe 
an elder receive not an accuſation, but before two 


wr; or three Witneſſes. The ſenſe of which words 
90 his Lordſhip underſtood to be, that an accuſa- 


f tion ſhould not be ſo much as received againſt an 
N * elder or preſbyter, and much leſs againſt a Bi- 
'S * ſhop, but upon the oaths of two or three wit- 
1 * neſſes. In anſwer to this, I beg leave to obſerve, 


© that our tranſlation renders the word, not, pan 


2 * the oaths; but, before two or three witneſſes : : | 

11 © Which ſeems to import a very different ſenſe | 

* from that his Lordſhip puts upon them. But, | 

in not to enter into any critical examination of the 

© truth of our tranſlation, or, what the real ſenſe 

; q of the words is, I only make theſe two ſhort 

0 10 * obſervations: Firſt, that the ſenſe the Biſhop | 

hn puts upon them, that an accuſation againſt a preſ- 
s byter or Biſhop, muſt not be ſo much as receiv- | 


| ed into cgurt, but upon the oaths of two or more 
„ witneſſes, is not practiſed in the church of Eng- 
land; and, I believe, never was practiſed in any 


mn « chriſtian church whatever. The ſecond obſerva- | 
1 tion is that whatever be the ſenſe of theſe words, | 
9 © it regards only the conduct of a Biſhop towards [ 


1 his preſbyters; but certainly was never intended 
*to give a law to the ſupreme power of a king- 
dom, in its proceedings in caſes of high treaſon, 

© againſt any ſubje& whatſoever. But the Biſhop 


—_— > RE — — TS at pot — 


F * urges farther, that the Jewiſh law did require at 
; 75 leaſt two or more witneſſes in in all judicial pro- 
ir : ceedings ; and from thence infers, that it ought 


to be ſo among us. To this it may be repli- 
q ed, that it is a part of the judicial law of the Jeg, 
F . which was not given to us, and therefore doth . 
5 not oblige us any more than the reſt of that la, 
4 * doth; except, where the reaſon of the thing lays 
* an obligation upon us. But indeed, I am of 


y ; opinions that, that law doth oblige us, fo far as 
| - | e it. 
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© it was intended to oblige them, and ſo far as it 
can be adapted to the infinite variety of caſes, 
that muſt happen in judicial matters. That law 
is very ſhort, and therefore muſt leave many 


< queſtions that may be made about it, undetermin- 


ed: I ſhall take notice of theſe two only; the 
« firſt is, whether the meaning of it be, that all 
'< conttoverſies and accuſations whatever, muſt be 


© determined by witneſſes, and no other way ? Or, 


'© whether upon ſuppoſition that the matter be to 
be determined ſolely by witneſſes, and no light 
can be brought to it any other way; that then 
the witneſſes muſt be at leaſt two? The {e- 


© cond is, whether thoſe witneſſes muſt ſwear di- 
© reftly to the fact; for inſtance, that they ſaw 


© fach a man murther another, or the like; or 


« whether it may not be ſufficient ; that they ſwear 


to ſuch circumſtances, as infer a ſtrong and vio- 


© lent preſumption, that ſuch a fact was commit- 


ted by ſuch a perſon? Theſe things are left un- 
determined in that ſhort law of the eros; but are 


« ſufficiently determined by the nature of the thing; 


and by the laws of all nations, and particularly 
< of our own. It is true indeed that in cafes of | 


© high-treaſon, we have from political conſidera- 


tions determined, that there muſt be two poſitive 
witneſſes, to ſome one or more overt acts of the 


« fame treaſon ; but as to all other crimes, that 


's equally affect the lives and eftates of all the ſub- 


© jects of England, this is not the caſe; and men 


© may by law loſe their lives, when there is not ſo 
much as one poſitive witneſs to the fact. I beg 
leave to explain this in the words of my Lord 


© Chief Juſtice Coke, (1 Inſtit. fol. 6.) When a tri- 
al is by witneſſes regularly, the affirmative ought to 
© be proved by two or three witneſſes, but when the 
© trial is by verdidt of twelve men, there the jndg- 


© ment is not given upon witneſſes, or other kind of 


© evidences, 
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* evidences, but upon the verdift; and upon ſuch 
« evidence as is given to the jury, they give their 
« verdift; and many times juries, together with other 
« matter, are much induced by preſumptions. And 
indeed, if no man could be convicted of mur- 
« ther or robbery, or other crimes of that nature, 
but by two poſitive witneſſes that ſaw the fact 
done; nothing would be eaſier or ſafer, than the 
« commiſſion of thoſe crimes; and no man could 
have any ſecurity, either for his perſon or his 
« eſtate: And therefore, if in caſes of high-treaſon 
* our law requires poſitive witneſſes, it is not from 
© any moral neceſſity, or point of conſcience 3 but 
from political reaſons, which muſt, and always 
will be, ſubject to the judgment of Parliament. 
Having now done with what was from the 


© bar peculiarly applied to this bench, I now beg 


your Lordſhips leave to proceed more directly 
© to the bill itſelf. And here two things are ne- 
© ceſſary to be conſidered, in order to convince 
your Lordſhips, that it is a bill fit to be paſſed: 
The firſt is, the Jawfulneſs of it; the ſecond is, 
the Prudence or expediency of it. As to the law- 
© fulneſs of it, it will be neceffary alſo to conſider, 
© firſt, whether your manner of proceeding, in this 
© bill be lawful? Secondly whether the Biſhop be 
really guilty of the crimes charged upon him. 

As to the manner of proceeding, many things 
have been objected; that it is by way of bill, 


| * and not a trial in the courſe of law; that evi- 


© dence has been admitted, that would not have 
been admitted in any of our courts; that theſe 
things are contrary to the liberty of the ſubjett; 
© that every ſubje& has a right to the laws of his 
country; and that he has an injury done him, 
* if he be denied the benefit of them : This I take 
to be the ſum. of what has been objected, a- 
_ the juſtice- of your proceedings in this 
FO: - | 5 
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- © In anſwer to theſe objections, I beg leave to 


© conſider, firſt, wherein the liberty of England 


« conſiſts; which is a point commonly pretty much 


© miſtaken. Many people are apt to imagine, that 
« the difference betwixt us, and ſome of our neigh- 


« bouring countries, is, that they are under abſo- 
« Jute power, and we are not; whereas in truth all 
« countries, that are ſupreme within themſelves, 
« have equally an abſolute power; and in the na- 
ture of the thing it cannot poſſibly be other wiſe: 
No government can ſubſiſt, if there be not a 
power in it, to change, to abrogate, to ſuſpend, 
« or diſpenſe with its laws, as neceſſity or conve- 
« niency ſhall require, which is what we call abſo- 
« Jute power; and therefore, the difference betwixt 
one government and another, does not lie in 
« this, that one has ſuch a power and the other has 
« not; but lies merely in the difference of the 
c hands, in which this power is placed: Where 
this is placed in one hand, in the King, we call 


« that an abſolute monarchy: Where this is not | 


< ſolely in the King, but only as he acts in con- 
junction with the ſtates of the kingdom, that 
we call a limited monarchy ; and the people that 
« live under ſuch government, are called a free 
people; becaule they live under ſet laws, which 
could not at firſt be made, nor can after- 
«* wards be altered or diſpenſed with, but by their 
< own conſent: However, there is ſtill in ſuch 
< countries, a power, equally above all their laws, 
< as there is in the moſt abſolute monarchy in the 
world. What I have ſaid upon this firſt head, 
* will in a great mgaſure explain a ſecond queſtion : 
© What that right is, which the ſubjects of this 
country have to its laws? which is in ſhort, a 
right to claim the benefit of them againſt the 
crown, or any court acting under the crown, till 
* the ſtates of the kingdom, (which are virtually 
every man in the kingdom) think fit to conſent 
7 | to 
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« to the alteration of them. The King is indeed 
« ſupreme, but his power 1s only according to the 
« laws in being: By them he is bound to act, and 
if any of his officers act contrary to them, what 
they do is null and void; and they are puniſh- 
able for it; and the ſubjects have a claim of right 
againſt them: But if the King and his people 
think fit to come to a new agreement to alter 
any ſuch law, there's an end of all claim of right 
in the ſubje&t : The claim is taken away by their 
own conſent ; for, as I ſaid before, every man 
in the kingdom virtually conſents, to what is 
done by an act of Parliament. And there is an 
abſolute neceſſity, that there ſhould be ſuch a 
8 as this in every country; for the ſtate of 
uman affairs is ſo changeable, that it does not 
admit of any ſet of unalterable laws. What is 
good at one time may be deſtructive at another; 
and what is generally good, may, under parti- 
cular circumſtances, require a diſpenſation by a 
proper authority. And here, give me leave to 
obſerve to your Lordſhips, the difference there is 
betwixt the eternal laws of Juſtice and righteouſ- 
neſs, and all poſitive laws whatever. That as to 
the firſt, we are made for them, and the nearer 
we do in all things conform to them, the more 
noble and lovely, and excellent creatures we are : 
But as to poſitive laws, they are all made for 
us; and the more they conform to us, the more 
they obviate all our wants and difficulties ; the 
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they are. | 4 
As to what is complained of, that your Lord- 
ſhips have admitted evidence to be read, that 


A wm 


” 


— 


now do, you have a full power to do it, and 


have not broken any of the general rules of ju- 


Vol. VIII. e ſtice 


more they anſwer to all our neceſſities, the better 


would not have been admitted in the courts be- 
low : I conceive, that acting in the capacity you 
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« ſtice by it. You have let in all the light, that 
you thought might be proper to give you a full 
« knowledge of the matter; and in the capacity 
you now act, I cannot but humbly be of opinion, 
it was your duty to do ſo; but in forming of 
your judgments, I take for granted, that your 
« Lordſhips will diſtinguiſh, and lay no more 
weight upon any thing than it deſerves. As to 
the rules of receiving evidence in Weſtminſter- 
Hall, I conceive, that they are no part of natu- 
ral juſtice, but only artifical rules framed for 
£ conveniency, and bind no courts, but as they 
have agreed to them, and ſo are become the cul- 
£ toms of the court. That theſe rules are no part 
of natural juſtice, appears from hence, that even 
among ourſelves they are different in different 
< courts: That thoſe uſed in our courts, are very 


* 


different from thoſe uſed in other countries: 


That they differ here, according to the different 
© cauſes or crimes that are to be tried. Nay, they 
are ſo far from being fundamental parts of juſ- 
< tice, that they muſt require a good deal of time 
and art to form them. And I am perſuaded, 
that was a perſon of good natural ſenſe, who 
< knows nothing of the law, aſked his opinion; 
he would be apt to think it to be a part of na- 
< tural juſtice, that every perſon that proſecuted 
* a cauſe in any court, ſhould be at liberty to 
produce before that court, whatever he thought 


material to his cauſe. And there is no doubt, 
but that this was the original way of proceed- 


ing: But that in proceſs of time, when courts 
came to have a good deal of buſineſs, and they 
found by experience, that this way of laying every 
thing before them, tended to lengthen cauſes (whic 
was eſpecially inconvenient where juries are con- 
« cerned, who muſt end a cauſe before they part,) 
* theſe rules were gradually found out, _ 
. ; „ fo 
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« tho? they may be generally convenient; yet, may 
« ſometimes hinder juſtice, by not ſuffering all the 
light to come into court, that may be material 
in the caule. | | 
I now come to conſider the ſecond and the 
main point of Juſtice to be regarded in this bill; 
« which is, whether the Biſhop be guilty or not, 
© of the treaſonable practices charged upon him in 
it. And in this, I ſhall be the ſhorter, becauſe 


« your Lordſhips have heard the evidence on both 
* ſides, and all that has been ſaid from the bar by 


both ſides upon it. 
© The cauſe of Kelly is ſo connected with that 
© of the Biſhop, that I muſt beg leave to ſpeak. a 
© few words to the one, before I proceed to the 
other. As to Kelly, I would obſerve in the firſt 
place, that one ſtrong, preſumption of his guilt is, 
« that, when he was firſt taken up, he reſiied the 


+ officers z that he ſeized his ſword, and ſome papers 


that had been taken away from him; and was 
« reſolute to burn thoſe papers, tho* with the ap- 
parent hazard of his own life, and being guilty 
© of the murther of one of the officers that had 
« ſeized him. In the next place, it is proved, that 
* after he was taken up, the people at his lodg- 
« ings burn'd the reſt of his papers; a plain evi- 
« dence, that they who knew his manner of life and 
« converſation, ſuſpected that he was guilty. And 
« this is agreeable to what Neynoe told the Chan- 


| © cellor of the Exchequer z that there was at that 


time a general burning of papers. Thirdly, 
Another preſumption of his guilt, is, that when 
he was taken up the ſecond time, he offered ſe- 
* veral ſums of money, to the people of the houſe 


where he was in cuſtody, to ſuffer him to eſcape, 


* theſe things 1 mention, not as full proofs of his 
* guilt, but as ſtrong preſumptions, that make 
© every thing elſe that is ſworn againſt him very 
* credible. The chief evidences of his guilt, are, 
. C c 2 | a great 
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very odd and unaccountable, if he be innocent ; 
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a great number of intercepted letters, both from It 
him, and to him, containing treaſonable matters, | 1 
Thoſe from him, are by ſeveral witneſſes proved. 4 
to be his hand-writing, particularly by the off. . e 
cers of the Poſt- Office, who took them and tranſ- . fl 
cribed them. And as to thoſe to him, ſeveral « q 
witneſſes have proved, that he gave orders at ſe- « {: 
veral public houſes to take them in, when they « a. 
came from the poſt; that he himſelf received: h 
them from thence, opened, and read them: And þ, 
it is alſo farther proved, that anſwers were re- 
+ turned to them in his own hand-writing. Theſe « þ, 


things I take to be plain and ſtrong evidences ofſ« 
his guilt, en We 


© As to the perſon concerned in this bill, tho' it x 
© be a great trouble to me, to think, that any Bi- th 
« ſhop of this church ſhould be ovilty of ſo foul a: 7 


crime, as that objected to him; yet, I cannotW: b. 
but be of opinion, that if he be really guilty, the q! 


© intereſt of our church, as well as juſtice to our: or 


Eing and country, do require, that he ſhould befſÞ: in 
convicted and puniſhed. And indeed, I cannot © nc 


© but be of opinion, that whoever. believes Kell de 


to be guilty, muſt believe the Biſhop to be guilty m 
too. I ſhall not inſiſt upon what is called hear- ,,, 
_ © fay evidence, tho' there be a great deal of it af: © 


: gainſt the Biſhop ; only muſt obſerve, that the: „, 
conduct of a proteſtant Biſhop muſt have been. , 


that ſo many Jacobites, (as have done in thi * 
caſe) ſhould declare, that they not only eſteemedſ e 
him to be in the plot, but to be the chief con of 
ductor of it. It is however fit to ſay ſomething] « m. 

© as to the caſe of Neynoe; becauſe the Biſhop andi ex 
his counſel have taken up ſo much of your Lord the 

« ſhips time, and produced ſo many witneſſes ta hit 
prove him a knave. I did indeed myſelf alway: an 
c think him to be a knave, and that nothing tha « T. 
he faid was to be Wen merely upon his au the 


« thority ; 


23. A. 1723. D EB:A.T: ES. 389 
om thority; but on the other ſide, the teſtimony of | 
ers. the greateſt knave in the world, may be taken 
ved I « againſt himſelf ; and they themſelves have prov- 
pff. I © ed, that he was a Jacobite, and thoroughly in 
anſ- © that intereſt, even when he was making ſome 
eral « diſcoveries againſt them; and therefore, what he 
 le-Y« ſays, in that reſpect bears ſome weight, as being 
hey © againſt perſons whom he favoured, and would 
vel hurt as little as poſſible : Some other things that 
Ana « he ſaid are alſo confirmed by concurrent circum- 
re-W «© ſtances, and other diſcoveries; and theſe may 
heſe e have their weight, tho he were never ſo great 
s offi: a knave. One of the things that he ſaid in his | 
* confeſſion, was, that he frequently went with 
Kelly to the Biſhop of Rocheſter's, and left him 
© there, (as Kelly told him) to write his letters. 
This 1s confirmed by a credible witneſs at your 
bar, who ſwears, that Neynoe uſed to be fre- 
« quently at his houſe, and told him, at leaſt three 
© or four times, that he waited there for a ſenſible, 
© ingenious Gentleman, that was gone about buſi- 
i neſs to the Bilhop of Rocheſter. He did not in- 
* deed tell him the name; but the thing ſeems to 
eme to look ſtronger than if he had; becauſe, it 
would have looked more like a piece of art and 
contrivance, to have told the name of a man, 
whom he knew to be gone to the Biſhop about 
' a criminal correſpondence. I only beg leave 
to take notice of one thing more, relating to 
© N-ynoe : The Biſhop's witneſſes have fully pro- 
' ed, that Neynoe told them, that the Chancellor 
' of the Exchequor had given him ſeveral ſums of 
© money, to endeavour to get out of Kelly, the 
* explication of the cant names that were uſed in 
the correſpondence z and that he had promiſed 
him much greater ſums, if he would go to France, 
and get it out of Dillon, and the Jacobites there: 
The inference from which I take to be very plain, 
that the court did not then know, who the per- 
CT 3 ſon 
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ſons were, that were deſigned by thoſe cant names; 
and that they did believe that Kelly did know, and 
that Dillon and the Jacobites in France knew too; 
which effectually and fully confutes the ſuggeſtion 
of the Biſhop, of which he did not bring the leaſt 
< proof, that the plot was a contrivance of perſons 


R X N A 


* 


The next thing I beg leave to take notice of, re- 
* lating to the Biſhop, is a letter, (taken among his 


_ © papers) from a Lady of great quality; of which 


the Biſhop, tho? it was objected to him by the 
© counſel for the bill, „ no notice; which ! 
conceive he would and ought to have done, had it 
been poſſible to give any fir account of it. The 
Lady (the Dutcheſs of Ormond) in that letter tells 
him, that ſhe ſent ſomething that ſhe had received, ſhe 
could not tell for whom ;, but let it be for whom it 
* would, ſhe thought he might be truſted, and that it 


could not be put into better hands: Aſtrong ſuſpicion 


* this, conſidering all circumſtances, that here was a 
* correſpondence by cant names, which the Lady did 
not certainly know, but believed the Biſhop might; 
© or however, that he was in all events a perſon to 
© be truſted, | 

Another very ſuſpicious circumſtance againſt the 
© Biſhop, is, the letters from captain Halſtead ; and 
what has been proved at your bar, that this ſame 
captain Halſtead, a little before he went in his ſhip 
to fetch over the Duke of Ormond, waited upon the 


© Biſhop, and ſtayed with him an hour. This thing 


indeed directly proves nothing; but all things con- 
© ſidered is very ſuſpicious, and the more ſo, becauſe 
© the Biſhop has given no account, either of his ac- 
© quaintance with him in general, or of the particu- 
lar reaſon of that viſit, at a time that leaves ſo much 
ground to ſuſpe& the worſt. The next particular 
© that deſerves your Lordſhips conſideration, is, the 
6 letter to Dubois, found among the Biſhop's papers, 
+ when he was taken up, and ſealed with the * 

. « {ea 
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ſeal with that letter taken upon the Biſhop's ſervant, 
which he confeſſeth to be his own hand-writing. Ic 
is not indeed proved, that the letter to Dubois, is the 
hand-writing of the Biſhop; but any body that 
reads it, will eaſily be perſuaded, that it is not the 
natural and ordinary way of writing of any perſon; 


but a diſguiſed hand like a print; except only ſome 


few letters, which eſcaped the care of the writer, 
and are very like thoſe of the Biſhop. But after a 
long examination, it appears plainly, that the ſeals 
are the ſame, and that the one could not be coun- 
terfeited from the other; becauſe, the firſt letter 
was originally taken with the ſeal broken, and was 
in the poſſeſſion of the houſe of Commons when the 
ſecond letter was taken upon the Biſhop's ſervant : 
It appears plainly by this letter to Dubois, that the 
perſon who wrote it, was in a fecret and dangerous 
correſpondence; that he was an acquaintance of 
Mr. Jobnſon, or Kelly, that he received letters by 
his hand, and wrote an anſwer in his hand: How _ 
far all theſe circumſtances taken together, prove 
the Biſhop to be the author of this letter, I ſubmit 
to your Lordſhip's judgment; for my part, I think. 
they do; eſpecially conſidering, that the Biſhop 
has given no account of it. 

I now proceed to the principal charge againſt 
the Biſhop, the dictating to Mr. Kelly the three let- 
ters of the 20th of April, ſigned, one, by the name 
of Jones; another, by the name of Ilington; the 
third, by the figures 1378 3 which the decypherers 
explain by the letter R. The firſt, directed to 
Mr. Chivers, or Dillon; the ſecond, to Mr. Muſ- 
grave, or Lord Marr; the third, to Mr, Jackſon, 
or the Pretender. _ 

It may be proper, before I take notice of the 
proofs, that the Biſhop did really dictate theſe let- 
ters, to take notice of an objection with reſpect to 
the time; the letters are dated the 20th of April, 
and the Biſhop, has produced five or fix of his ſer- 

Es | « yants, 
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vants, who {wear, that about that time he was ſo 
very ill, that he could not write himſelf ; and that 
he did not ſee any perſon, to whom he could dic- 
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tate theſe letters. To this it may be replied ; that 
< it does not appear, that all the ſervants which the 


< Biſhop then had, were produced before your Lord- 


8 


* ſhips; and you cannot but be ſenſible, that treaſo- 
© nable practices are commonly carried on in a very 
« ſecret way; and it appears, that the Biſhop's cor- 
* reſpondence with Kelly has been ſo carried on; for 
* tho? there is plain evidence, that they were fre- 
quently together, and that they were acquainted is 
s confeſſed, both by the Biſhop and Kelly; yet, 
* ſcarce any one of the ſervants produced, would 
< confeſs, that ever they had ſeen Kelly, or heard of 
the name of Fobnſon, which was the name by which 
he went. In the next place, none of theſe wit- 
< neſles prove, that the Biſhop was ſo bad that 
he could ſee no company, till about the 16th or 
* 17thof April; and it's very probable, that the let- 
ters mult have been dictated ſo long, if not longer, 
before the 20th, on which they are dated; becauſe 
Kelly was to tranſcribe and put 'em into cypher, 
* which is a work of time and care; and perhaps, at- 
© ter all, they might be deſignedly poſt- dated, that 


the Biſhop finding himſelf going into a great fit of 


the gout, might have all that to plead which your 
< Lordſhips have heard, if the matter ſhould ever be 
called in queſtion. Upon all theſe conſiderations, l 
© cannot but think it very clear, that the Biſhop might 
© have dictated theſe letters : We are now therefore to 
examine, whether he did or no. 5 

I The firſt thing that brought any light into this 
* matter, was the ſmall accident of a dog being {cnt 
from France, which, by the intercepted letters, ap- 
< peared to be ſent to one that went by the names of 
SFJones and Illington. When Mrs. Barnes was exa- 


*- mined before the council, upon Kelly's being taken 
© up, ſhe was upon the reſerve, and would confeſs 
6 + nothing 


— 
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« nothing that ſhe thought might tend any way to hurt 
Kelly; but being aſked about this little dog, whoit 
was for, ſhe readily anſwered that Kelly had told 
© her, it was for the Biſhop of Rocheſter ; which ſhe 
© has ſince confirmed by oath at the bar of this houſe. 
© This little accident, not ſuſpected at the time of 
the diſcovery, to be of any conſequence, has given 
© occaſion ſince, to look into ſo many circumſtances, 
* as plainly bring the matter home to the Biſhop. 
* And indeed, if all the particulars in the intercepted 
© letters be compared, with thoſe things that are in 
proof with reſpect to the Biſhop, I believe your 
* Lordfhips will be of opinion, that they cannot all 
belong to any one perſon in the world beſides him- 
* ſelf, In the firſt place, ſince its proved that Kelly 
* wrote theſe letters, the perſon who dictated em 
* muſt have been an acquaintance of Kellh's; it is con- 
feſſed on all hands that the Biſhop was fo. In the 
next place, it is implied in one of the intercepted 
letters, that the perſoſf that went by the name of 
Jones and Illington, was a clergyman; fo far till 
* agrees to the Biſhop. Again, this perſon is men- 
* tioned in all the intercepted letters as a perſon of 
* great conſequence and credit, upon whole advice 
the party very much depend: And indeed, the very 
© air and manner of writing the three letters, plainly 
* ſhew that the perſon who wrote *em, thought him- 
* ſelf ſo; this alſo agrees with all the other diſcove- 
* ries about the Biſhop : Were there no other parti- 
culars but theſe, it will be hard to imagine that 
they could well belong to any other perſon 3; but 


* if we conſider farther, that this Jones or [l/ing- 


ton came to town ſuch a day of the month, went 
* out of town ſuch another day of the month, came 
back again to town ſuch another day, was him- 
* ſelf fick at ſuch a time, that his wife was ſick 
* at ſuch another time, and that ſhe died at ſuch 


* a time; all which are in evidence with reſpect to 


the Biſhop; if we do, I ſay, conſider all theſe 
f Dy circum- 
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circumſtances together, it will plainly appear that 


they can belong to no other man in the world but 


the Biſhop. 

After this, I humbly apprehend nothing need be 
ſaid ; however I beg leave juſt to mention ſome- 
thing relating to the letter, that was taken upon the 


Biſhop's ſervant ; by the whole air of which letter, 


it looks, as coming from a perſon who did not e- 
ſteem himſelf to be innocent, but who thought, 
that nothing could be legally proved againſt him; 
and therefore there is not one word of his innocence 
in it, which is the firſt thought that muſt naturally 
have come into the head of any one that really was 
ſo: He writes wholy with the air of a man that 
had been uſed to intrigues ; ſpeaks of the concern 
that his friends ſhould have for him and the Cauſe; 
diſcourſes largely about the kind of evidence that 
was againſt him; takes notice in particular of what 
cannot affect him; If (fays he) the narrative (or 
report) relates chiefly to Neyroe's Sample's, and 
Layer's affairs, ſo far it cannot affect me; for I ne- 
ver heard of the name of either of the three, till after 
this plot broke out. It is plain by theſe words, that 


he did not then know what was in the narrative a- | 


gainſt him; but he is very ſure that neither Ney- 
noe, nor Sample, nor Layer could affect him. Could 
an innocent man have thus diſtinguiſhed, and could 
not they have affected him as much.as any body 
elſe, if he really was innocent? Nothing can affect 


* ſuch a perſon but forgery, and that may come 
from any quarter; but in the whole letter he docs 


not expreſs te leaſt ſuſpicion o forgery, and yet this 


< 18 the firſt thought that muſt naturally have come 


into the head of an innocent perſon ; I beg leave 


to hint at this one thing more, that as he ſays that 
< theſe three perſons could not affect him, becauſe he 
never knew 'em; fo accordingly they have not 


affected him, or {aid any thing of their own know- 
1 ledge 
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* ledge about him; which is one good evidence, that 
* what is ſaid againſt him is not forged, but real. 

* Having ſpoken to the Juſtice, I fhall be ſhorter 
upon the next head, which is the expediency or 
« prudence of this bill. Had there been what we call 
« Jegal evidence againſt the party concerned, your 
« Lordſhips, I take for granted, would not eaſily 
« have gone into this extraordinary method of pro- 
« ceeding ; for tho? it cannot be doubted but that the 
Parliament have this power, whenever they think 
proper to make uſe of it; yet I do agree with the 
« noble Lords, that it is a power not fit to be uſed, but 
where and when the public good requires we ſhould 
uſe it, which I humbly conceive is the caſe at pre- 
ſent, A moſt dangerous plot againſt the govern- 
ment has been diſcovered z a great number of let- 
« ters and papers relating to it, have been laid before 
the two houſes of Parliament; theſe have been 
printed and publiſhed by order of both houſes : 
The eyes, not only of our own country, but of all 
Europe, are upon us, to ſee what we will do: 
Though the evidence of a plot in general, be as 


K · V 


« clear as the light; and the evidence againſt ſeveral 


particular perſons very plain; yet, as our laws are, 
it is not what we call legal evidence: The parties 
concerned will make no confeſſion, and we have 
not the methods uſed in all other countries, to ex- 
« tort confeſſion from them: What then? Shall we 
« ſee our King and Country in danger, and do nothing 
for them? * Shall conſpirators go on with total im- 
« punity, only becauſe they are obſtinate, and artifi- 
* cially ſcreen themſelves behind the law ? I doubt, 
* my Lords, that if this prove the caſe, we ſhall ap- 
« pear ridiculous in the eyes of all the world: That 
* our friends and enemies both at home and abroad 
will think, that we have no zeal for the preſervation 
of our King and government; and if once they do 
think ſo, your Lordſhips cannot but be all ſenſible, 
how this muſt encourage our enemies and diſcou- 

rage 
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rage our friends, and bring us into that contemptible 
< ſtate, in which nogovernment was ever long ſupported, 


=: 


But a noble Lord has been pleaſed to obſerve, 
that the beſt way to ſerve the government, is to do 
popular things, and by that to procure the love of 
the people. I perfectly agree in this, and cannot 


but be of opinion, that this government has done 


ſo, as far as it has been able: Our religion has been 
preſerved; juſtice has been equally adminiſtred to 
all ſorts of people; none of our rights or liberties 
have been invaded; we have lived at peace at 


home, while many other countries have ſuffered all 
the miſeries of war; theſe are, or I am ſure ſhould 


be, eſteemed popular things: And if ſome other 
things, which might have been for the good of the 
people, have not been done; it has been the fault 


of thoſe that complain moſt, and not of the go- 


vernment. And if there be diſcontents now in the 
kingdom, it's plain that the foundation of them was 
laid long ago by the enemies to our preſent happy 
ſettlement : For I am perſwaded, that the diſcon- 
tents were higher and greater within four months 
after the king came to England, and ſhewed them- 


ſelves much more, in a number of rebellious riots | 


and tumults, than any thing that appears at pre- 
ſent; and yet nothing then could be objected to the 


government, but that ſome perſons were not prefer- 


red, who both before and ſince have made it too 
plain that they were not fit to be truſted, But as 
It 1s the duty of thoſe in power, to do all the popu- 


lar things they can; ſo, I muſt beg leave to ob- 


ſerve, that it is the duty of all the ſubjects, (and the 
greater they are, the more it is their duty) to put 
the beſt interpretation upon the actions of the go- 
vernment, that things will bear; not to miſrepre- 
ſent; not to put falſe colours upon things; and 
much more not to invent lies and ſlanders, and diſ- 
perſe em up and down the kingdom, in order to 


* alicnate the affections of the people: Theſe things 


have 


„% œ ͤ d ]., ],,“ 


«„ GH KS KA A % K — a a „ 


A. 1723. DB A T E. S. 397 


have been done, and done with great care and dili- 
9 « gence, and by ſome too, who would take it very 
; ill to be called Jacobites. Theſe are the chief cau- 


40 « ſes of the diſaffection among us, and indeed of all 1 
of the real grievances we labour under, Is the King f 
ot forced to put the nation to charges, to keep up a 
ne greater number of forces than otherwiſe would be 
en ncedful? It is intirely owing to this cauſe. Are 
to dur debts not paid? Is our credit not fo good as we 
ies would be glad to have it? Let this artificial raiſing 
at of diſcontents once ceaſe, and theſe things will 
all quickly mend of themſelves. Indeed, were this 
ld « time for it, I think it might plainly be proved, that 
er the debts we labour under had never been contract- 
he ed, but for this abſurd diſcontented humour: Nay, 
tit is to this, that we entirely owe the danger we are 
in from this very plot; for it's very plain from all 
K © the intelligence we have about it, that it was carried 
as on upon the confidence, that all diſcontented per- 
Dy « ſons were Jacobites; and tho? the conſpirators did 
n. in this greatly deceive themſelves; yet it's certain, 
hs that they built their hopes upon this foundation. 

5 But it's farther ſaid by the ſame noble Lord, that 
is this extraordinary way of proceeding, will not pro- 
5 cure friends to the King, but will rather anger and pro- 
* voke, and fo hurt his intereſt inſtead of helping it. 
r- © To this I anſwer, that I do indeed ſuſpect, that 
o many people will be angry; as I hear the Ja- 
* * cobites through the kingdom are: A plain evi- 
u- * dence this, that they do not think that the friends 
b. of King George are worrying one another; for they 
* * would not be angry at that. Thoſe that moſt, de- 
5 * fire to deſtroy our liberties, are become, upon this 
o» | © occaſion, the great patrons of liberty; as indeed 
. they have been in a great meaſure ever ſince the 
4 revolution, when any thing has been propoſed for 
£ * the ſupport of the government, No fooner were 
_ their ſchemes of arbitrary power in the time of 
os King James overturned, and a new government 


* ſettled 
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ſettled which they did not like; but they, in or- 
der to deſtroy it, ſet themſelves againſt every 
thing that was neceſſary for its defence, under the 


colour of liberty; that is, they deſired to have 


their own hands as looſe as poſſible, to hurt it; 


and the hands of the government as much tied 


up us poſſible, that it ſnould not be able, either 
to hurt them, or defend it ſelf. Thus at pre- 
ſent, they clamour againſt the additional forces, 
though eſtabliſned by Parliament; and againſt 


« all methods, either to diſcover or puniſh the 


conſpiracy. And they judge right in this for 
their cauſe, becauſe, if they could have carried 
theſe points to their mind, they might then be 
more free in 8 on their plots, and with 
leſs danger put them in execution. For theſe 
reaſons I take for granted, that all theſe people 
will be angry; but I cannot but be of opinion 
that it is much better they ſhould be angry with 


us for defending ourſelves; than that they ſhould, 


firſt ſneer at us, as fools for neglecting our de- 
fence; and then be able more eaſily to undo us. 
As to others, that poſſibly may be diſpleaſed 
at what we are now doing, I would hope, that 
a little time and conſideration will ſet them 
right, and convince. them, that it is not only 


juſt, but (all things conſidered) neceſſary to be 


done; becauſe, if the Parliament do, upon this 


* occaſion, ſhew their zeal in the defence of the 
government, it will animate and give courage to 
the friends of it, both at home and abroad. Fo- 
'< reign powers will be apt to court the friendſhip 
of a Prince, at the head of a mighty kingdom; 

if they ſee, that he and his poſterity are like to 
continue there: All the affairs of the kingdom, 


which reſpe& them, will be managed with more 
eaſe, with more honour, and with leſs expence; 


-and they will be inclined, not to foment, but to 
< diſcover plots, if they come to their knowledge. 


« But 
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But on the contrary, if we give them any reaſon 
to ſuſpect, that we look another way, they will 


quickly do ſo too, and ſtrive which ſhall be for- 


* wardeſt to help the Pretender to involve us in 
blood and ruin. And as to the ſubjects at 
* home, I would only obſerve, that all mankind 
are apt to ſhew moſt zeal for a government, 
when they think it ſafe, and like to ſtand, and 
be able to protect them: But to ſuſpect the con- 
* trary, is a moſt dangerous temptation to the fide- 
« ity of ſubjects, as has been ſeen by the expe- 
« rience of all ages. And therefore I hope, that 
your Lordſhips will, by your unanimity and 


« zeal in this matter, effectually convince the world; 


that the danger does and ſhall lie, in oppoſing, 
and not in defending the preſent government. 

I hope what I have been ſaying, has con- 
vinced your Lordſhips, both of the juſtice and 


* prudence of this bill; give me leave to obſerve 


* that your moderation has been very great too, 
both in giving fo full and fair a hearing, and in 
* making the penalties fo much leſs than the crimes 
* deſerve. It is not above a year ſince the plot 
* was firſt diſcovered; a plot of a moſt deſperate 


nature, to ſeize the perſons of the King and 


* Prince, and to bring in a popiſh Pretender upon 
© us. The execution of which, was to be begun 


by ſeizing the Tower, and attacking the city of 


London on all ſides; and was thence to ſpread 


dit ſelf into all parts of the kingdom. Lord! 


* what confuſion, what murthers, what plunder- 
* ing, what burnings muſt this have cauſed? 
Whatever had been the iſſue, the very attempt 
* muſt probably have occaſioned the ſacking and 
burning of this great city: The utter loſs at once 
* of all public credit: The murther of infinite 
* numbers of people : The aſtoniſhment and amaze- 
* ment, and undoing of almoſt all, but of thoſe 
vile wretches who would have had the plunder- 


ing 
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* ing of all ſides: If it had gone on, how many 
of the noble Lords that I now ſee, would have 
© been before this in their graves? But I forbear 


going any farther in this tragical repreſentation, 


and deſire only to obſerve ; that though it has 
been diſcovered about a year, how very little of 
it we yet know; and I do appeal to your Lord- 
ſhips conſideration, who know the ſtate of the 
world very well, whether there be any country 
in it, either bond or free, which, had they dif- 
covered but a fifth part of what we know of a 
plot of this nature, would not in a week's time 
have found means to get to the bottom of it, 
However, my Lords, I {till commend your mo- 
deration; and no hope, that we ſhall never find 
reaſon to repent of it, and that this little which 
is now doing, will be a warning to conſpirators, 
not to proyoke farther the patience of an injur- 
ed nation. I doubt not but upon this and all 
other occaſions, your Lordſhips will be ready to 
ſtand by a wiſe, and a good, and a merciful 
Prince; and that you will, according to your 


terous conſpiracies. whatſoever. And in the laſt 
place, give me leave as a chriſtian and a prote- 
ſtant Biſhop, to hope, you will do your beſt, 
that a popiſh Pretender may never be {et at the 
head of this proteſtant church: One, who muſt 
* think himſelf bound in conſcience to deſtroy it, 


and inſtead of that pure religion which we now | 


enjoy, bring in horrible ſuperſtition and idolatry, 


© nonſenſe and tyranny; attended with all the fad | 
© calamities, which popiſh Princes always have 


© brought, and always muſt bring upon - prote- 


s ſtant countries. 


The other ſpeeches in the houſe of Lords upon thi 


occaſion, will be incerted in the ninth volume. 


oaths, defend him, againſt all treaſons, and trai- 
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n, if +50: of the Committee of Secrecy. . 
Ur- . 22 290 1 
to HE Committee of ſecrecy 8p to | J 
il | inquire into all proceedings relating to the A 
our MF exccution of the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of Par= F 


rai- lament, (intitled, an act * enabling the South- ſea 
laſt ¶ company bo encreaſe their preſent capital flock and fund, 
te- &c.) have endeavoured, with continued application, 
eſt, vo diſcharge the truſt repoſed i in them. At the en- 
the FF trance into their inquiry, they obſerved the matters 
wſt N referred to them were of great variety and extent. 
it, Meny perſons were intruſted with different parts in 
10W the execution of this law, and under the colour there- 
try, Wot acted in an unwarrantable manner, in diſpoſing 
lad WI of the properties of many thouſands of perſons, a- 
ave mounting to many millions of money. | 
ote- © In the progreſs of their inquiry your Com. found 

it attended with many difficulties. 

In ſome of the books produced before them, falſe 

this W and fictitious entries were made; in others, entries 

with blanks.; in other entries with razures, and alte- 


ntions; and in others, leaves were torn out. They 
N. I Vor. VIII. a found 
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found farther, that ſome books had been deſtroyed, 
and others taken away or ſecreted; nevertheleſs, 
your Com. are enabled to lay ſome matters of im- 
portance before the houſe for their preſent conſide- 
ration. od af : 
Ihe firſt matter that offered it ſelf to the conſide. 
ration of your Com. was a ſcene of iniquity and cor. 
ruption, the diſcovery of which your Com. con- 
ceived. to be of the higheſt importance to the honour 
of Parliaments, and the ſecurity of his Majeſty's go- 
vernment. 5 Fe 
Your Com. obſerved, in the account laid before 
the houſe by the court directors of the Sourh-ſea com- 
pany, purſuant to your order of the 12th day of 
December, that the company were therein ſuppofed 
to have received the ſum of 1, 259, 328 J. upon ac- 
count of ſtock ſold ta the amount of 374, 5000. 
ſtock: Whereupon your Com. ordered the compa- 
ny's caſh book to be laid before them, and upon in- 


\ 


the ſeveral entries of ſtock, as ſold for the company, 
annexed at the end of this report, No. 1. the total 
of which entries amount to the ſaid ſums of 374, 500/, 
in ſtock, and of 1, 2 99, 325 J. in caſh; but it is very 
obſervable, that from the article of the 4th of Februa- 
15. 1719, unto that of the 12th of April 1720, both 
incluſive, there is no mention made of the name of 
any perſon whatſoever, to whom the ſtock is ſup- 
poſed to be ſold. 3 

_ The whole accounts comprehended in theſe two 
pages of the caſh book, and entered in this concealed 
manner, appear, nevertheleſs, to have been ſtated 
and balanced by the company's Com. of treaſury, 
without expreſſing the day when ſuch accounts were 
| ſtated, and are ſubſcribed by Sir John Fellows, then 
ſub-governor, Mr. Charles Foye, then deputy-gover- 


nor, Sir Lambert Blackwell, Sir Robert Chaplin, Sit | 


Theodore Fanſſen, Mr. Jacob Sawbridge, and Stephen 
Chili, then directors, all of them of the ſaid Com. 


and 


Ron thereof, they found fat fol. 120, and 121.) 
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and Sir Robert C. haplin, Sir Theodore Janſſen, and 
Mr. Sawbridge, at that time members of this houſe. 


Tour Com. upon this occaſion, take the liberty 
to remind the houſe of a remarkable period in the 
laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; that upon the 2d of Fe- 
bruary, 1719..the houſe agreed to the report of the 
Com. of the whole houſe, appointed to conſider of 
that part of his Majeſty's ſpeech, which related to 


the public debts, that the propoſals made by the. 


South-ſea company ſhould be accepted, and ordered 
2 bill to be brought in purſant to the ſaid reſolution, 
which bill having paſſed this houſe, and afterwards 
the houſe of Peers, had the royal affent Upon T, _ 
day the 7th of April, 1920. 


Your Com. ſurprized to ſee fo large an erin | 


ſtock diſpoſed of by the company, before the paſſing 
the bill to enable the company to increaſe their ca- 
pital ſtock and fund, and before any ſubſcription or 
redemption could be made, whereby their capital 


ſtock was increaſed, proceeded to examine de 


into that tranſaction. N 
And upon examination of the late ſub and 850. 


ty-governors, and the late directors of the South. ſea 


company, Mr. Robert Knight, then caſhier, Mr. 
Robert Surman, then deputy ' caſhier, Mr. 7ohr 
Grigsby, then accountant, Mr. Charles Lockyer, then 
ſecond accountant, and Mr. Matthew Weymonsfold 


broker, it manifeſtly appeared to your Com. that 
the company at that time was not poſſeſſed of ſuch 


a quantity of ſtock, whereof they could then make 
an actual ſale and transfer, the company having at 
that time, in their own right, only a ſmall quantity of 
ſtock, not exceeding 24,000 J. or 30, ooo J. at the 
moſt. And upon the inſpection of the transfer books 
of that time, as well as upon examination of the before- 


mentioned perſons, your Com. cannot find any _ 
transfers made by the company, of any part of that 


great quantity of ſtock, at the times ſpecified in the 
alh-book, (excepting tothe Duke of Portland, pu 
a 2 Lor 
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Lord Delawar, and the honourable. 7% 7}, 
Eſq; who fold their annuities to the company) and 
no account of any transfers of ſuch ſtock has as yet 
been given into this houſe, although by your order 
of the 17th of December laſt it was expreſly required. 
Upon farther examination of the perſons before- 
mentioned, your Com. diſcovered, that this ſuppoſed 
fale of ſtock was colourably entered in the book for 
the benefit of perſons, whoſe names were deſigned 
to be concealed, with intention to make an intereſt in 
favour of the company, and to facilitate the accep- 
tance, of the S9u/h-ſea propoſals, and the paſſing of 
the bill, which were at-that time depending in Par- 
liament. And to that end, the late ſub and deputy 
governors, Sir Jobn Blunt, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Cheſter, 
and Mr. Holditeb, late dirctors, who had the care of 
ſoliciting the paſſing the bill, together with Mr. 
Knight the caſhier, had the power of diſpoſing o 
this oec. eee 
And the general method by which this practice 
was carried on, was thus 
This ſtock was ſet down as ſold at ſeveral days, 
and at ſeveral prices, from 1 50 J. per cent, to 3251. 
per cent. and was from thoſe times to be eſteemed as 
taken in, or holden by the company, for the benefit 
of the pretended purchaſers, although no mutual 
agreement was then made for the delivery, or accep- 
tance of the ſtock, at any certain time, and although 
no money was paid down, nor any depoſit, or other 


ſecurity, given to the company for payment, by the 


ſuppoſed purchaſers : So that if the price of ſtock 
had fallen, as might be expected if the ſcheme had 
miſcarried, no loſs could have been ſuſtained by them; 
but if the price of ſtock ſhould advance (as it actu- 
ally did by the ſucceſs of the ſcheme) the difference 
by the advance price was to be made good to the 
--pretended purchaſers 3. and accordingly the account 
of ſuch ſtock was made up, and adjuſted with Mr, 

Right, and the money ariſing by the difference 0 


chel ** 
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the price between the times of ſuch taking in, or 


holding of the ſtock, and the making ſuch adjuſt- 


ments, was paid, or allowed, out of the company's 
caſh, to the pretended purchaſers; but no entries of 
ſuch adjuſtments, or of names of the perſons with 
whom the ſaid were made, appear to your Com. in 
any of the books of the company. 

Sir Theodore Fanſſen affirmed, that when the ſaid 
account in the caſh book was laid by Mr. Knight 
before- their Com. of 'treaſury, to. be paſſed and 


ſigned, an objection being made, that blanks were 


left for the buyers of this ſtock, the late ſub-gover- 


nor, and Mr. Knight, ſaid, there were reaſons for 
paſſing the account in that manner, and that the 


ſtock was diſpoſed of to perſons whoſe names were 


not proper to be known to a great many, but at a fit 
time a perfect account thereof ſhould be made up, 


and that if the bill did paſs the ſtock would be well 


ſold. | . | 

Mr. Robert Surman declared, that about the 3d 
of April, 1720, Mr. Knight the caſhier, ſhewed him 
that account of ſtock ſold in the caſh-book (Fol. 
120, and 121) and told the examinant, that there 
was a Com. appointed to look. into the ſtate of the 
caſh that night, and that he (Mr. Knight) having 
thereby charged himſelf with the value of ſo large 
a quantity of ſtock ſold, would appear to have a 
great ſum of money in his hands, which he really 
had not, and therefore ſaid, he would write off a 


F ſuppoſed ſum of 800,000/. as lent by the company 


to ſundry perſons upon 400,000/7. ſtock, and Mr. 
Knight did then accordingly enter the fame with his 


own hand (Fol. 120.) of the ſaid caſh-book, in the 


following words, | 


e 1920. S002, 
„ By loan to ſundrys on ſecurity of J. 
* 400,000 J. South-ſea ſtock, at anf 800,000 
55 intereſt of 51, per cent. per annum. | 


a 3 That 


APP EN D IX. 
That Mr. Robert Surman farther declared, he did 


fI 
not know that any part of the ſaid money was really 8 
lent, but the entry was made to that effect by Mr. I tran. 


Kzight, with an intention to anſwer in part the ac- ing 
count of ſtock ſold: he believed alſo that the entry thei 
in the ſame book was written by Mr, Knight, as fol- 

lows, (Fol. 121.) 


| h A 
E 8 | Sir 
% April 14. | ; firſt 
'.... © By account of loan on South-ſeay. 7 gov 
„ ſtock, lent to ſundries on ſecurity dire 
„ of 100,000/. ſtock at 250, at an oe we that 

<« intereſt of 5 per cent. per annum, dert 

2 As to the greateſt part, if not the whole of that on 

ſum, it was entered with the ſame view; and the I nan 

examinant at that time took it, that this ſtock en- uſe 
terod as ſold in in the caſh-book, was not paid for, hac 


and for that reaſon Mr. Knight entered theſe ſums of W the 
$00;000 7. and 250,000 J. as actually diſhurſed, to 


help to make a balance upon the account, as it now WW in 
ſtands in the caſh-book. Tg 
That the examinant obſerving the ſaid entry of WW the 
ftock ſold, Mr. Knight told him, that it was a tranſ- 
action of a private nature, and that a great part of I he 
it was diſpofed of to perſons of diſtinction. up 
Mr. Aſtell, one of the late directors, likewiſe de- 
clared, that he believed the ſaid article of loan of 
800,000 J. on 400,000 J. ſtock, was entered as a 
blind to anſwer the account of receipts on the other 
fide of the caſh-book, for that he could not find any 
minute thereof in the other books of the company. 
Mr. Stephen Child ſaid, that he took the articles 
of ſtock bought and ſold in the caſh.- book, to be 
fictitious, and to be entered in that manner merely 
to make à balance. | 8 85 i PA 
Whilſt. your Com, had this matter under exami- 
nation, vig. upon the 27th day of January laſt, the WW ti 
court of directors (purſuant to your order of the 1 75 is 
od L 36 on- 
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of December preceding, requiring a particular ac- 


count of this ſtock ſold, and by whom, and to whom 
transferred) laid before this houſe a book, contain- 
ing an account of ſtock ſold, as they received it from 
their Com. of treaſury, without mentioning that any 
part of ſuch ſtock was actually transferred. 

And your Com. examining into that account, 
Sir John Blunt (from whom your Com. received the 
firſt material informations) the late ſub and deputy- 
governors, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Aſtell, Mr. Cheſter, late 
directors, and Mr. Robert Surman, informed them, 


that they believed, and that it was generally ſo un- 


derſtood among the directors) that the ſaid account 
laid before this houſe, is not a true account; and 
that there are many fictitious names therein, as the 


names of ſeveral brokers and others, which are made 


uſe of to cover the names of other perſons, who 
had the real benefit of ſuch ſtock, and who never- 
theleſs are not mentioned in that account, but that 
the names of perſons of diſtinction or condition there- 
in contained are real. | 

Mr. AJell declared, that preſſing Mr. Knight upon 
the repeated orders of the directors to make up the 
account of this ſtock, Mr, Knight anſwered, that 
he could not comply with theſe orders, without giving 
up forty or fifty of the company's beſt friends. 
Mr. Robert Surman gave your Com. a farther ex- 
planation of the framing this account, as follows, 
That ſince the order of the houſe requiring this 
account, he aſſiſted Mr. Knixbt in preparing a 


"draught thereof, and by Mr. Knight's direction, he 


wrote down ſeveral names, which Mr: Knight read 
to him out of a book with a green cover, wherein 
Mr. Knight had kept an account of this ſtock en- 
tered in the caſh-book of the company, and alſo of 
ſubſcriptions, but believed Mr. Knight did not give 
him all the true names, becauſe Mr. Knight ſome- 
times turned over a leaf or two without giving him 


a name,  altho* there were in thoſe leaves names of 
” | a 4 | perſons 
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perſons with whom an account was there entered. 
And Mr. Surman farther ſaid, that he remembered, 
that in the ſame book, at the head of a large ac- 
count, wherein the debtor ſide came near to the bot- 
tom of the page, he ſaw, the name of John Aiflabie, 
Eſq; late Chancellor of the Exchequer, but Mr, 
Knight turned over that leaf, and did not give him 
that name to inſert in the account. ; 

That at the head of another account, in the ſame 
book, he ſaw the name of James Craggs, Eſq; 
That at the head of another account in that book, 
he ſaw the name of Charles Stanhope, Eſq; 

All which were accounts of ſtock and ſubſcrip- 
tions, but Mr. Knight left out all theſe names in this 
account; and after it was thus drawn out from the 
green book, and from ſome letters which Mr. Knight 
then delivered to this examinant, the ſums not coming 
right, Mr. Knight made ſeveral alterations in the 
names and prices, and inſerted other names and prices 

to frame the account in the manner it now appears, 

Mr. Francis Hawes, one of the late directors, like- 
wiſe declared, that about the time of making the 
laſt Midſummer dividend, Mr. Knight informed him, 
that he (Mr. Knight) held ſtock for John Aiflabie, Eſq; 
and that he had an account of ſtock depending with 
Mr. Aiſiabie, and the examinant believed that ſuch 
ſtock had been taken in ſome time before, and that 
Mr. Knight held ſuch ſtock with the company's 

8 ee eee e e ee 
And the examinant added, that he believed the 


reaſon of entering the 374, 500 7. ſtock ſold in the 


caſh- book, was to give perſons an opportunity of hav- 
ing ſtock at low prices, and that great part of the ſtock 
 Jold was diſpoſed of for the forwarding the bill. 
-- Your Com. proceeding to examine Sir John Blunt, 
concerning the diſpoſal of the fictitious South-ſea ſtock 
before- mentioned, he acquainted them, that the latter 


_end of February, or the beginning of March laſt, 
Mr. Knight told him, and (as he remembered) the 


oO 
8. „ Þ» 


ve. | late 
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rr 
late deputy-governor, Mr. Gibbon, and Mr. Cheſter, 
that Mr. Craggs the poſt-maſter deſired to have 


80,0007. ſtock bought, or taken in, at the current 


price, viz. 50,000. for the Earl of Sunderland, or 
his friends, and the remaining 30,0007. for Mr. 
Craggs, or his friends: That this requeſt was com- 
plyed with, and 80,0001. of the company's ſtock 
was directed to be applyed accordingly, which the 
examinant takes to be part of the ſum of 113, oool. 
entered into the company's caſh book as ſold on the 
27th day of February 1719, at 1751. per Cent. 
That no money appears to have been paid for the 
above-mentioned 80,000/. But Sir John Blunt ſaid 


that ſome time in March Mr. Knight ſhewed him a 


note for the 50,0007. ſtock, ſigned Sunderland, which 
Mr. Knight ſaid was the Earl of Sunderland's hand, 


and the examinant believed it to be ſo, having ſeen 


his Lordſhip's hand to treaſury-warrants and orders, 
The note, to the beſt of his remembrance, was to 
the effect following. That whereas Mr. Knight had 
bought ſeveral parcels of South-ſea ſtock for the Earl 
of Sunderland, the particulars of which were therein 
ſpecifyed, amounting in the whole to 50,0000. ſtock, 
at ſeveral prices, the money payable for which a- 
mounts to more than 80, ooo“. his Lordſhip pro- 
miſed to pay the ſaid money, with intereſt, at a 
certain time therein mentioned: That ſince the be- 
ginning of this ſeſſion of Parliament, the examinant 
and Mr. Knight diſcourſing about the companys fic- 
titious ſtock, and particularly cor cerning the Earl 


of Sunderland's part of it, the examinant aſked how- 


he would conceal that? Mr. Knight replyed, he 
would go thro' thick and thin rather than diſcover 
it. That the examinant does not know of any mo- 
ney paid, or note, or other ſecurity, given by Mr. 
8 for the 30,0008, reſidye of the 80,0007. 


Mr. Edward Gibbon, another of the late directors 


laid, that Mr. Knight told him, chat ſome time in 
. February, 
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Pebruary, 1719, he was to ſupply: and furniſh the 
Earl of Sunderland, with 50,0007. ſtock, at between 
170 and 180. per Cent. which was the price of 
ſtock at that time. "0 
Mr. Foye, late deputy-governour declared, that 
Mr. Knight, about ten or eleven months ſince, told 
him, that 100,0007. ſtock muſt be reſerved for Mr, 
Craggs of the poſt-office, in truſt for others; where- 
upon the examinant aſking, what! for my Lord 
Sunderland; he replyed, not for himſelf, but his 
friends. Mr. Foye ſaid farther, that Mr. Knight told 
him fince the inquiry began, that the ſum promiſed 
to Mr. Craggs was but 30,000/. | 

»The before named James Craggs, Eſq; being ex- 
amined, ſaid, that he never did apply to Mr. Xuiglt, 
or any other perſon whatſoever, to have any of the 
company's ſtock, or to have any ſtock taken in for 
him by the company n 
Mr. Richard Holditeb, another of the late directors, 
faid, that he was told by Mr. Knight, That 50,000/. 
of the company's ſtock, ſaid to be ſold, was held for 
a noble Lord in a high ſtation. Thar he apprehend- 
ed and believed that by the Lord in a high ſtation, 
Mr. Knight meant the Earl of Sunderland; but Mr. 
Knight being ſince aſked about it, faid, that it did 
not go that way, but it went another way, or words 
to that effect. | i 


Your Com. in the courſe of Sir Fobn Blant's ex-· 


amination aſked him, whether he knew of any more 
of the company's ſtock diſpoſed of, in order to fa- 


cilitate the paſſing the bill? He anſwered, that he 


believed the Dutcheſs of Kendal, her rwo nieces, and 
the Counteſs of Platen, were the perſons for whoſe 
benefit 36,0007. ſtock was entered in the company's 
caſh-book, as fold on the 4th of February, 1719. 
That ſome time after the 4th day of February, 
1719, and while the ſaid ſcheme, or bill, was de- 
pending in the houſe, Mr. Secretary Craggs, in 
Weſtminſter-hall, ſpoke to him, and to the late * 
bard l an 


that the 


A P. PE N-D-1-X; 


and deputy-governours, and to Mr. Cheſter, on the - 


behalf of the perſons above-named, and ſaid, he 
really thought it was for the intereſt of the company 
to engage perſons of their rank to be concerned in 
it, or words to that effect; whereupon it was agreed, 

that they ſhould have 36, OOO. of the company's 
ſtock at the price mentioned, which was 150 per 
Cent. altho* the market price, as he believed, was 
then ſomewhat bigger: Thar he took it for granted 
the agreement was ſince made good. 

That Mr. Knight had the management of this 
affair, and uſed to keep an account of the ſtock thus 
diſpoſed of in a book of his own 3 but he then ap- 
prehended the Dutcheſs of Kenda!, and the Counteſs 
of Plalen, did not either of them Know that the other 

was to have any ſtock, 

Sir John Fellows, late ſab-governour, on his exami- 
nation ſaid, that whilſt the propoſals from the Souths 
ſea company, or the bill in the houle of Commons 
was depending, Mr. Knight told him, that Mr. Se- 
cretary Craggs propoſed, that 12,0007. of the com- 
pany's flock ſhould be diſpoſed of to the Dutcheſs 
of Kendal, 12,0001. to the Counteſs of Platen, and 
12, 00. to the Dutcheſs's two neices. The exa- 
minant agreed they ſhould have the ſtock, paying 


the market price, which was then. above 150 per 


Cent. But Mr. Knight telling the examinant, that 
he thought they were intituled to the ſtock from the 


brſt application made for it, at which time the price 
was 8 per Cent; this examinant conſented 
y 


uld have it at that price. He added far- 
ther, that Mr. Secretary Craggs did at his office re- 
commend the above- mentioned propoſal, and ſaid 
that it would be for the ſervice of the company ta 
have ſuch perſons proprietors. 
that the ſame propoſal was at another time made to 
him and others by Mr. Secretary Craggs in Mets 
minſter-ball. That the examinant and the deputy- 


governor waited on the Dutcheſs of Kenda], and ac- 
| quainted 


He ſaid likewiſe, 
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quainted her with the propoſals, and that Mr. Knight 
| ſhould have orders to follow her directions, and de- 


fired her good offices on the company's behalf; that 
the Dutcheſs received them civilly, and thanked 
them for it. The examinant ſaid alſo, That a letter 
was wrote by Mr. Knight to the Counteſs of Platen, 
figned by the examinant, and the deputy-governor, 
to acquaint her with the ſaid propoſal, and that ſhe 
wrote an anſwer, ſignifying her acceptance, but that 
he had loſt the letter. | 
Mr. Edward Gibbon, another of the ſaid directors, 
being examined, declared, That whilſt the South ſea 
bill was depending in the houſe, he was at a con- 
verſation in Weſtminſter-hall, at which were preſent 
Mr. Secretary Craggs, the ſub and deputy-governors, 
and Mr. Cheſter, where Mr. Secretary propoſed, that 
about 30,000/7. ſtock ſhould be diſpoſed of to cer- 
tain ladies, whoſe having ſtock would be of ſervice 
to the company, or to that effect, which was con- 
ſented to; and he believed they were foreigners, but 
did not know their names. B N 
Mr. Foye, the late deputy-governor, informed the 
Com. that ſome time before the above- mentioned 
converſation in Weſtminſter- hall, Mr. Knight told him 
Mr. Secretary Craggs had mentioned to him, that 
it would be adviſable to have ſome great ladies con- 
cerned in the company's ſtock, and that they ſhould 
have it at 150 per Cent. That ſoon after Sir Fobn 


Fellows, Mr. Knight, and himſelf, being at Mr. Se- 


cretary Cragg*s office, the ſame propoſal was again 
Tenewed by the Secretary, and was conſented to by 


Sir John Fellows, Mr. Knight, and himſelf: he did 
not exactly remember the proportions in which the 
Tock was to be provided, but on the beſt recollec- 
tion he could make, he thought the Dutcheſs of 
Kendal was to have 10,0001. ſtock, and the Countels 


of Plater the like ſum, and the Dutcheſs's nieces 


Mr, 


Com. at the Sourh-ſea houſe, Mr. 
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Mr. Foye, ſaid alſo, That there was a converſation 
with Mr. Secretary Craggs in Weſtminſter-hall, con- 
cerning the afore-mentioned propoſal ; That he could 
not recollect what then paſſed, but remembered that 


ſoon after Sir John Fellows and himſelf were intro- 


duced to the Dutcheſs of Kendal, by Mr. Secretary 
Craggs, who interpreted between them; that they ac- 
quainted her with the offer, and that 8 would 
be given to Mr. Knight, to transfer the ſtock on pay- 
ment of the money; that the Dutcheſs ſeemed well 
pleaſed with the offer, thanked ns and wiſhed 
them good ſucceſs. 

He farther ſaid, that talking with Mr. Knight, 
fince this inquiry began, he ſaid, that neither the 
Dutcheſs of Kendal, nor her neices, had any ſtock 
transferred to them, but that the Counteſs of Plates 
had; to which Mr. Foye replyed, that he did not 
believe him. 

Mr. Robert Cheſter, one of the late directors, 

hens examined likewiſe about the ſaid converſation 

Nminſter-Ball, concurred, in ſubſtance, with what 
Sir Fobn Fellows has before declargd. 

Sir Fobn Blunt ſaid likewiſe, that after this exami- 

nation on Friday the 27th of January laſt, Mr. Foye 


came to his Lodgings, and aſked him touching what 


had paſſed in his examination before your Com: 
That Sir John Blunt told him, he had ſaid nothing 
of the miniſtry : What! ſays Mr. Jeye, nor of the 
ladies neither? To which Sir Jobn replyed, that he 
had not. 

That on Saturday the 28th of January laſt, ſoon 
ater Sir Jobn Blunt had been again examined by your 
Foye came to him, 
and asked him what had paſſed ; that Sir John. told 
him he was under an obligation of ſecrecy ; that he 
loved him very well, and that the beſt way was to 
tell the whole truth: What, ſays Mr. Foye, of the la- 
dies, and all? Yes (ſays Sir John) the examination 
is very ſtrict, and on but the truth will do. 1 

r. 
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"Mr. Foye being examined by your Com, to the 
above- mentioned converſation between him and Sir 


Jobn Blunt, did admit that the ſubſtance of it was 
true. 

Mr. Holditch alſo informed your Com. that Mr, 
Knight told him, that 20,0007. of the company's ſtock, 
faid to be ſold, was for a certain perſon, who had de. 
ſerved well; and that ſome other perſon, or perſons of 
diſtinction at court (or words to that effect) were to 
have 40 or 50,0009, of the company' 's ſtock reſcrved 
for them. 

Sir John Blunt being again examined, informed 
your Com. That Mr. Knight had the chief manage- 
ment of the diſpoſal of the company's ſtock ; and, 
that whilſt the Sou7h-ſea bill was depending in the 
houſe of Commons, Mr. Knight acquainted him, that 
Mr. Charles Sl anbope, one of the Secretaries of the 
treaſury, deſired to have 10,0007. ſtock bought, or 
taken 1 in, for him, at the market price, which was 
then about 2 50/. per Cent. but the ſaid Mr. Stan- 
Þope did not abſolutely agree to have the ſtock at 
that time; but the ſame day, or the day following, 
Mr. Knight ſhewed Sir John Blunt a letter ſigned 
Charles Stanhope, where he deſired to have the ſaid 


10,000). ſtock bought, or taken in, for him, and 


Sir John Blunt conſented that he ſhould have it ac- 
cordingly. 


That on the ſtricteſt inquiry your Com. cannot 
| Uiſcover, that the ſaid Mr. $/anhope ever paid, ot 


ve any ſecurity. to pay, for the ſaid ſtock, or that 7 


any actual transfer was made to him of it. 

Mr. Richard Holditch being again examined, ſaid, 
he underſtood by Mr. Knight, chat 10 or 12, 000). of 
the company's ſtock, ſaid to be ſold, was held for 
Mr. Charles Stanhope of the treaſury.” 

That Mr. Knight told him, that the faid Mr. 
Stanhope was undetermined in the morning, when he 
firſt mentioned it, whether he would have it or no, 
but | in n the evening agreed to have it, 


Your 


Sir 
Vas 


de. 
5 of 


ed 


ned 


the 


the 
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+. Your Com. find upon inſpection of the ac- 
count of caſh kept by the South-ſea company with 


the bank of England, that by notes drawn upon 


the bank by the caſhier of the Soth-ſea company 


the ſums following, amounting to 51,736/. 135 
were paid to Charles Stanhope, Eſq; one of the Ses 
cretaries of the treaſu 
South-ſea company, Mrhe days following, viz. 
May the 7th, 36621. 3e. May the 12th, | 600J. 
June the 1 Sch, ere $ eprember the 95 
465. | 

Upon the examination of Jacob Sawbridge, Eſq; 
hte one of the directors, and of the Com. of 
wreafury of the Souzh-ſea company, and alſo a cos 
partner with Elias Turner and company, with 
whom part of the, caſh of the Sou7hb-/ea company 
had been uſually kept, till within three or four 
months paſt, and upon peruſal of their books, 
your Com, diſcovered a diſpoſition of go, oool. 
of the company's ſtock (as it was then called) unto 
the ſaid Turner, Sawbridge, and Sir George Caſwall, 
which ſum now appears in the account of ſtock 
fold, laid before this houſe, viz. 


os 2 Fry $ 50,000 — | 120,900 
Ditto —— 20,000 270 Op 


The aitioular of: which affair, 0 far as it re- 


ates to the ſaid go, ooo. your Com. do no- 
a” before the houſe; and for the better informa- 


tion of the houſe, they have annexed in the ap- 
pendix to their report, Ne II. exact tranſcripts of 
their ſeveral articles and accounts contained in the 
ſeveral books of Turner and weinen unto which 
their report has reference. 

Mr. Jacob Sawbridge being el as to 18 


paſſing and - figning, the account of ſtock ſald; 


entered in the caſh book of the South ſea company, 
without 


„ out of the caſh of the 


16 
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without the names of the perſons to whom it was 
fold 3} and alſo the diſpoſition thereof, acknow- 
ledged that he allowed and ſigned the ſaid ac. 
count, and made no objection thereto, Mr. Knight 
faying, that the account was right; but the exa- 
-minant ſaid he could not tell to whom that ſtock 


of treaſury any particulargWereof ; but at length 
Mr. Sawbridge owned th he had 30, oool. part 
of the 68, oool. ſtock mentioned in the caſh book 
to be ſold the 2 1ſt day of March 1719, at 230l. 
per cent. and ſaid that when the charter of Turner 


was ſold, Mr. Knight 8 giving the Com. 


and company was ordered to be laid before the 


Com. appointed the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament to 
inquire into and examine the ſeveral ſubſcriptions 
for fiſhery, and other projects, the ſaid Turner 
and company were obliged to ſell 50,000/. South. 


fea ſtock more than they had, (which he called 


ſelling the bear) and hearing that the Sourh-/ea 
company were felling ſtock, he bought (as he 
faid) this 50,0001. ſtock of the company, but ad- 
mitted that he did not pay down any money for 
it, and that there was no agreement in writing re- 
lating thereunto, but if the price of ſtock had fal- 
len, he ſaid he muſt have ſtood to the loſs of it; 


that this ſtock was not then delivered to him, but 


was delivered to him, or his order, by Mr, Ko- 
bert Surman, upon the 11th of June 1720, at 


which time he paid the money for it, amounting 


to 125,000). that the price of ſtock was then ad- 
vanced to 7g0l. per cent. ſo that at the market 
price this go, oo0 l. ſtock comes to 37 5,000/, and 
that he entered in his book 123, oo0 “. paid to the 
South ſea company, and entered 2 50,000/. as paid 
to his own caſh, but did not receive any money. 

That he directed this account of ſtock to be en- 
tered in a fictitious: name, that their ſervants might 
not know it to be thę proper ſtock of Turner and 
= f N T1 Le.» Fs 34 1 . company, 
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company, * and carried it to the account of ſtock 
in their books, here it is blended with he * wa 


the ſtock. - 


But Sir. Joln Baia * 3 ba Fu not 


know of any particular parcel of ſtock holden for 
Turner and company, till lately z and ſaid he did 


not remember the diſpoſal of the 30, oo0 J. ſtock, 


o them; that Mr. Knight uſed to tranſact with, 
them, and he (the examinant) believed, the com- 
pany did not intend to os: them the. ape of 
ſo much ſtock. - 


Your Com. proceeding. to inſpe& the hooks . 
of Turner and company, and to examine Daniel 


Vattins one of their clerks, and alſo Mr. Jacob 
iawbridge, do find, that upon the 11th of June, 


1720, this 50,000 J, ſtock, and the improved va- 
ue thereof, amounting to 373, o00 J. was regularlyi. 


placed to the account of Charles & anbope, Eſq; in 

the ſeveral ſtock leidger books of Turner 
company, | mentioned in the appendix under the 
following letters, viz. in the ſtock leidger book, 
ktter J, Fol. 99, and in the ſtock leidger, letter 


B, Fol, 7, and 62. The entry in the HOG ler- 


ter as is in theſe words: on the debtor ſide, 


49905 June! 14. the 1. 7 
Tocaſh for 22,0001. South Sea ) 
| ſock to Robert Knight and $202,230] 30/ 
Robert Surman's order 
To Do. 28, 000 /. Do. to 


F. Stokes's account 5 17247703) © 8 


And this account was upon the ſame 11th of 


June 1720, regularly entered in their book, cal- 


ed the general of clearing- book, letter C, Fol. 


Uo, and was placed to Charles Stanbope. Eſq; 
xcordingly. 


Daniel Watkins declared, that he 'at firſt wrote 


thoſe ſeveral entries in the ſaid book, in the 
t name 


375,0 
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name of -Churles Stan bope, Eſq; by the direction 
of) Sir George Caſwall, one of the co-partners with 
Turner and Sawbridge, or from ſome other ac: 
count, and believed, that he bad ſeen: the faid 
Chhrtes Btunbope; Eſq; at the office of Turner and 
company, onde or oftener, in or about the months 
of May or June laſt, coming there to receive mo- 
rey, that he was then told Mr. Sranbopr's name 
by ſome clerk in the office, and upon his exam. 
nation - deſcribed Mr. Stanbope to be a tall thin 
man, of a black or brown complexion,” according 
to his remembrance. e. 
The ſaid accounts mentioning 28,6007 ſtock, 
part of the aid 50;0007. to be adjuſted: with Jo- 
ſeph Stokes at 172, 50 l. your Committee ſent for 
the ſaid Foſepb Stotes, and for Foſeph Stanborongb 
his partner; who ated for Turner and company, 
in the ſelling of ſtock, who being examined, and 
producing their aveount book, and comparing it 
with an account in the ſaid leidger of Turner and 

company, letter B, Fol. 86, kept with the faid 
Joſepbh Stotes, for the produce of this 28,0001. 
ſtock, n Fobn Stanborough ſaid, that 
he tranſacted this affair for Mr. Sawbridge, and 

that the ſaid 28,000 J. South. ſea ſtock, was ſold, 
or difpoſed of by him or Joſeph Stokes, upon the 

ioth of June 1720, or a day or two before, toge- 
ther with another ſum of 1000 J. South-ſea ſock, 
at ſeveral Nice amounting in the whole tc 
180, 280 J. which ſum he actually paid and anſwer- 
ed to Jacob Sauwbridge, Eſq; upon the 10th 0 
Iith of June 1720, who cauſed the faid ſtock te 
be transferred accordingly; thereupon your Com. 
proceeded to inquire into the time, and manner of 
- payment for this ſtock unto Mr. Charles Stanbope 
and inſpecting the ſeveral other books of Turn 
and company, mentioned in the appendix, calle 
| the-Hots. book, 

Heider, and the caſh©nore leidger, wherein the 


account 


* 


. the caſh note book, the drawing! 


ing and Wue tio part of the examinant's proper caſh. 
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account of all notes iſſued and paid by Turner and 


company are duely entered, it appeared by the 
note book, letter F, Fol. 100, and by the caſh 


note leidger, letter A, Fol. 289, and 299, that 


upon the 11th of Jane 1720, one caſh note of 


the ſaid Turner and company was regularly made 
out for 202, 2 30 J. payable to the ſaid Mr. Charles 


Stanhope, and another caſh note of Turner and 


company was alſo regularly made out the ſame 


day for 47,7701. payable to Mr. Charles Stanbope, 


which laſt note in the note book, letter F, Fl. 


100, is entered, Robert Surnan; both which notes 


were regularly entered, paid, and ſatisfied unto 
Mr. Charles Stanbope, by Turner and company, 
upon the 12th. of December 1720, in the note 
book of Turner and company, letter &, Fal. 70, 
and their cafh note leidger, letter H, Fol. 77, and 
by another book of Turner and company, called 
the drawing caſh leidger, letter J, Fol. 786, it 
appears that upon the faid 11th day of Fane 1720, 
when the ſaid notes were iſſued, the ſum of 
47,7701. being the contents of one of the ſaid 
notes, was charged to the account of Mr. Robert 
dur man, deputy caſhier of the Soutrh-ſea r 
as paid that day out of the caſh kept by Turner 
and company, unto the order of ſaid Robert Sur- 
man; Robert Surman being examined thereunto, 
upon iuſpection of caſh-draughts kept by Turner 


'and company, in his name, wherein it appears, 


that he is charged with the aforeſaid ſum of 
47,770 l. paid by Turner and company the 11th 
of June 1720, out of the caſh kept with them, 
by Mr. Knight, as caſhier of the South-ſea com- 


pany, and for which Surman was accountable to 


Sight, did verily believe, that the faid furn, ac- 
cordingly paid by them, by order of Mr. Keg hr, 


was given ta the examinant out of the faid caſh, 
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Your Com. in this place obſerve, that the two 
ſums of 202,230 J. and 47,7701. amount to 
250, oo J. which being added to the [125,000], 
the ſuppoſed price of the ſaid 50,000 J. ſtock, 


amounts to the whole: ſum charged in the ſaid 


Rock leidger, big. 373, ooo J. as the produce of the 
ſaid ſtock upon the 11th of June 1720, and de- 
ducting out of the 37 5,000 l. the ſum of 125, oool. 
for the prime coſt of the ſaid ſtock, there remains 


a clear difference of 2 50,000 J. accruing to the per- 
ſon for whoſe benefit the 50, 00 l. ſtock was 


charged, as fold in the company's caſh-book, 
which is the exact amount of the ſaid two caſh- 


notes, made payable to Charles Stanhope, Eſq; and 
\ accordingly entered, paid, and ſatisfied unto him 
the 12th of December 1720. 5 


In confirmation of which payment, it appears 
to your Com. by the drawing caſh-leidger, letter 
K, now kept by Turner, Caſwall, and Sawbriadge, 


in a new co-partnerſhip with Mr. Henry Blunt 


' (fon of Sir Jobn Blunt) and Mr. Robinſon Knight, 


(nephew of Mr. Robert Knight) which commenced 
the 25th of June 1720, Fol. 512, and 570, in an 
account kept between Turner, Caſwall and Sau- 
bridge, and the new co- partners, that the faid 
250, ooo. was entered paid in diſcharge of the 
two notes upon the 12th of December 1720, and 
placed to the account of money diſburſed upon 


the ſeparate account of Turner, Caſwall and Sau- 
. bridge, out of their ſeparate caſh actually paid in- 
to the hands of the new co. partners, upon the 25th 


of June 1720, amounting in real caſh. unto the 


- ſum of 1, 166,876 J. 45. 1d. out of which the 


. 250,000 J. are accordingly ſet off in diſcharge 0 


the new co- partners. 


0 % 


Tour Com. examined: John, Mownt | and Jobn 


Maddy caſhier to Turner and company, as wel 


befate as ſince,” the new. co: partnerſhip, Richard 


:Dauton their book-keeper, and alſo Jacob Sau- 


br tage, 


PPT... 
bridge, jun. (fon of Jacob Sawbridge, Eſq ;) the 
ſaid Robinſon Knight and Henry Blunt, who before 
the 25th of June 1720, were aſſiſtants in the of- 


fice of Turner and company, relating to the ſe- 


veral books and entries, and to the tranſactions 


therein contained; and Jobn Mount, Fobn Maddy, 


and Richard Fenton declared, that they verily 


believed, that all the ſaid accounts and entries of 
receipts and payments, and of iſſuing and paying 


notes, were true; and that the reſpective ſums men- 
tioned therein to have been received and paid, 
were really received and paid; and that the notes 
therein mentioned to have been iſſued, and paid, 


were actually iſſued and paid according to the im- 
port of the ſeveral entries; and that thoſe two 


notes for 202,2 301. and 47,7701. were actually 


ſued payable to Mr. Charles Stanbope upon the 


11th of June, 1720. in the uſual and regular 


manner; the note for the 202, 230 J. being entered 
and filled up by the ſaid Henry Blunt, and the 


other note for 47,7701, being entered and filled 


up by Jacob Sawbridge, jun. by the direction of 


Jacob Sawbridge, ſen. Eſq; and both the ſaid 


notes,” ſigned by Robinſon Knight, then intruſted 
by Turner and company to ſign notes for them, 


Jacob Sawbridge, jun. Robinſon Knight," and 
Henry Blunt did acknowledge; and that Turner 


and company, did thereby become chargeable wich 


the payment of the money mentioned in the two 
notes, which were actually paid and ſatisfied upon the 
[2th of December 1720, according to the entries 
thereof, made in the ſame books out of the caſh, 
amounting to 1,166,873“. 45.14. really paid and 
anſwered by Turner, Caſwall, and Satobridge, into 


the new co partnerſhip, which Henry Blunt and 
Robinſon Knight, the new co- partners,, did-like- 
wiſe. confeſs; and that the two notes being then 
diſcharged, were delivered up to Turner and 


company, 
. b 3 The 
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The Com. obſerving, that in the ſtock-leidger, 


book (A) and (B), the name as it now ſtands at the 
head of accounts there, and alſo in the accounts in 
the ſaid book-leidger, letter (B) fol. 7. is (Stangape) 
altho' in the alphabets, or indexes of the ſaid books, 
referring to the true folio's, the name ſtill remains 
(Stanhope) and alſo that in the faid general or clearing- 
book, the name now appearing in the account of the 
ſaid 50,0007. ſtock, is (Stangape) and that the ſaid 


| books had been razed, and the letters altered; did 


examine Jacob Sawbridge, Eſq; and Daniel Watkins, 
one of the clerks of Turner and company, upon the 
fact. Mr. Sawbridge acknowledged that the name 
at firſt entered in the ſaid books, was (S:gnbope) and 
ſaid it was entered in a fictitious name, that their 
ſervants might now know of it; that he gave direc- 


tions to Daniel Watkins, obout two months paſt, to 


make the ſeveral razures and alterations in the ſir- 


name, and to turn it into (Sangape) but owned, that 


his name referred to the name (St anbope) mentioned 
in the alphabets and in the other books, and that it 


meant the ſame perſon. 


Being aſked whether there was any ocher 6Ritious 
rame-made uſe of in the books of Turner and com- 
pany, beſides the name (Charles Stanhope, or Stan- 


gape, Eſq ;) he faid, that there was no other fictitious 
name in the whole book, to his knowledge. 


Daniel Watkins being thereupon ſent for, and ex- 
amined, did declare, that about the 14th day of De- 


cember laſt, he made the ſeveral razures and altera- 


tions in the name (Stan hope) which was the name he 


had firſt wrote down in the books, and altered the 
ſame to (Stangape) as it now appears, by the direc- 


tion of Sir George Caſwall, who then told the exami- 


nant, that it was an anonymous name (as the exami- 


nant expreſſed it) and that it ought to have been 


(Stangape) at firſt; that Mr. Sawbridge was not pre- 
ſent at that time, and believed Mr. Sawþridge did 
not know of it till afterwards ;- but Fatkins lik — 

F : owne⸗ 
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owned that there is no other, fitous BME. in * 
of the ſaid books. i Alfa 

Mr. Jacob Sawbridge attepding in a room next 

ining, was called in again, after Watkins was 
pithdrawn, and did then ſay, that 97 5 recolleing 
kim he deſired Sir George Ca/well to give direc- 
tions for the alterations. 

But Mr. Robert Surman (who was well 2cquainged 
with Turner and campany, and had about two years 
ſince bean a clerk to them) and the preſent calhiess 
and clerks of Turner and company, Viz. Jahn Ma- 
dy, Fobn Mount, and Richard Fenton, did all af chem 
declare, ypen their examinations, that they; never 
knew nor heard of any fiftitious name made ule of 
by Turnen and company, in any of their bopks, and 
Jobn Maddy, one of the caſhiers ſaid, that in the 
nature of the affair, nectirteun names could net * 
made uſe of. 5 ene * | 

Your: Com. thin ing it m t u t9. ye 

Maddy 


a ſight of the votes themſelves, ordered Jom 


to ſearch for them in the proper place, ang to — 
them before your Com. who being ret 

quainted them, that he had ſearched the files, 7 
for that purpoſe, at the office of Turner and-compa- 
ny; and altho? he had found other notes, which, were 


entered to be paid on the fame. 12th of December 


laſt, and upon other days before, ang after that day 
Preſerved as uſual upon the file, yet he could find 

neither of the ſaid two notes; and thay, O08 ring of 
Daniel Watkins, what was become of the taid — 


he was informed by him, that he well remembered 4 
that when he entered theſe two nates, paid. the Tath 
of December laſt, he took them up ang cancelled them 


and that they being much worn by having been, car- 


ried in a pocket, he had deſtroyed them, The ex- 
aminant ſaid farther, that he did not know. QF. te- 
member that any other notes delivered . had heen 


deſtroyed; but that the method obſerved in thęir 
Nenn bad been to tear off the name of the perſon 
| b 4  Gening 
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' ſigning them, and to preſerve the notes upon a file kept 

for that purpoſe. i in the office of Turner and company, 
Daniel Watkins being thereupon examined, con- 

feſſed. that the ſaid two notes were delivered up to 
him, upon the 12th day of December, 1720, by Ja- 

cob Sawbridge, Eſq; and that after he had examined 
them with the books, and found them to be of the 
fame numbers, dates, and ſums, with ſuch two notes 
then outſtanding, he on theſame12thof December can- 
celled and deſtroyed them, and believed he burnt them, 
but had no direction ſo to do, his order from Jacob 
f Fawbridge, Eſq being to diſcharge them in the books, 


and that the only reaſon for his deſtraying them, 
was, becauſe the files being removed out of their u- 


{ial places, he could not find the proper files, where- 
- On theſe notes ought to have been put, and alſo be- 


 *Hieving that no other perſon had any property or in- 


tereſt therein beſides Turner, Caſwall, and Sawbridge, 
00 whoſe proper account he then had placed them. 
Being aſked, if he ever had deſtroyed any other 


notes, elivered up to Turner and company, upon 


payment thereof; he anſwered, that he could not 
remember that he had ever deſtroyed any other note, 
jo delivered up; but that other notes, after they were 


: ſo delivered, have been preſerved upon files. 


Heury Blunt ſaid, that the note for 202,2 300 Was 
filled up by himſelf, and being ſigned by Rob inſon 


' Knight, was delivered to Jacob Sawbridge, Eſqz who | 


immediately cancelled the ſaid note, by tearing off 
the name of Robinſon Knight, fearing (as the exami- 
nant ſuppoſed) that he might looſe-it, and then put 


the ſaid cancelled note in his pocket, but the exami: 


nant did not know the wen of Mr. ini ſq 


; tearing ſuch notes. 


Your Com. hereupon cannot t but re the dan- 


gerous conſequence of ſuch extraordinary acts of ra- 
L. ane and altering thr name of a gentleman of diſ- 


jon, in books belonging to a ſociety of bankers, 
10 in an article of ſo very greas value, and of the 
deſtroying 


that both theſe facts were committed after an in 


artet HT: 
Tour Com. further obſe 


£PFFEN'D Fs 
deſtroying theſe two notes, from the in ſpection where 
of, more full, and more direct evidence might have 
been laid before this houſe, eſpecially conſiderinę 


15 

| le facts were c ct uiry 
into the proceedings of the directors of the Saasen 
company was begun by this houſe, and the ra- 
zure made in the account of books of ſtock was 
about the ſame time, when the general account of 
ſtock ſold by the Sous b. ſea company was delivered 


into this houſe, and when the ſubſequent order of 


this houſe, of the 17th of December laſt was made, 
that the directors of the ſaid company ſhould ay 
before this houſe a particular account of the ſaid 
574,500 l. ſtock, ſold by the ſaid company, with the 


reſpective prices and parcels, and the perſons by 


whom it was fold; and by whom, and to whom 
urther obſerve, that Daniel Watkins 
upon his firſt examination, did not mention any thin 


concerning the property of this 50,0007. ſtock, althe? 


his examination did naturally lead thereunto; but upon 
his ſubſequent examination on another day he ſaid, he 


believed this 50,0007. ſtock was bought by Turner and 


company, or one of them, of the South-ſea company, 
orof Mr. Knight, for their proper account, and directed 
to be entered in Mr. S/ anbope's name, to prevent 
their ſervants knowing that it was their own ftock ; 
but being aſked what reaſon he had for ſuch his'be- 
lief, he only anſwered, becauſe he was ordered b 

Mr. Sawvridge, upon the 12th of December ald ee 
place theſe notes to the proper account of Turner 
and company, and that from the nature of the ac- 
count, and from Mr. Turner inſiſting to have credit 


for the 1 1,000 J. South. ſea ſtock from the 'co-partner- 


ſhip, which he could not otherwiſe have, and from all 
the circumſtances he had any knowledge of, he could 
not find that any other perfon had any property therein. 


Mr. Robert Surman ſaid, he remembered, that 
there was 50,000 J. (Which, he believed, was * 
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wall, and the examinant delivered the ſaid note to 


of the 68,999 7.) ſtack, mentioned in the caſh-book 
to be ſold the 21 of March. 1719, at 2501. per 
Cent. fold to Turner and company; and before it 
was adjuſted, Sir George Caſwell, acquainted him with 
it, and left with him a caſh-vate for-12.5,000/. to be 
delivered to Mr. 5. ſaying, Mr. Knight knew 
what it meant, and ſoon afterwards, the ſtock was 
adjuſted between Mr, Knight and Sir George Coſ- 


Mr. Knight, and had, after that time, ſeen ſuch caſh 
note in Mr. Knight's cuſtody, but did not remember 
any thing of the payment of the ſaid note. | 
Being ſheyn the entries before- mentioned, in the 
ſtock-leidgers, letter (A) and (B), and the general or 
clearing- book, letter (C), he {aid thoſe entries im- 
ported Turner and company, their paying to the 
perſon therein named (Stanhope or Stangape) the mo- 
ney. therein mention, the examinant having for- 
merly been clerk to Turner and company, and ne- 
. their ſtock for them: He ſaid moreqyer, 
he never knew or heard of the name (Stangape) til 
alter Mr. S te Fi examination, but knaws Charles 
Sanbope, Eſq; of the treaſury 4, and that about fix, 
eight, or nine months before his examination (which 
was upon the 14th of January laſt) he had frequent- 
I ſeen him at the Sauzh-/ea houſe, and that he ſay 
Rim there near two months paſt, and not ſince, at 
which ſeveral times, Mr. Stanhope and Mr. Knight 
ers writing together, and ſeemed to be ſettling ac 


pon Saturday the 2 1ſt day of January laſt, be- 
fore noen, your Com. ſent. for Mr. Robert Knight 
the caſhier, to examine him particularly about us 
dilpoſition of ſtock in the company's caſh-book, 
ho ſaid, that this 50, oo“. was part of the 68, ooo 
:ftock, charged in the caſn- book to be ſold the 2 iff 
af March 1719, at 2 30 J. per Cent. that about that 
8 was ordered by the ſub and deputy-governors, 
Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Cheſter, Mr, Holditchi and Sir Jo 
Ne Ll 
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Blunt,todeliver this ſtock to Turner and company for 
their own ule (as he believed) and that about the latter 


end of May, 1720, (as he remembered) it was deli- 


yered to them, by an adjuſtment of ſtock, made with 

them, and that he received the whole money of 

them, for ſuch ſtock, at the price of 250 J. per cent. 
He owned there was no agreement in writing made, 
nor any time limited, when the ſtock ſhould be de- 
livered, becauſe the company had not the ſtock at 
that time, but Turner and company might call for 
it when the price was advanced to 750 J. per cent. 
upon pay ing 1235, o00 J. and thereupon the ſtock was 


to be delivered without making any allowance to the 


company for forbearance of payment. That Elias 
Jurner, Sir George Caſwall, and Jacob Sawbridge, . 
were obliged in honour to pay the money, and to 
ſtand to the loſs, if the ſtock. had fallen, but that 
ſtock continued to riſe, and was never under 2 50 J. 
per cent. after this bargain, 0. 
Tour Com. proceeding to examine Mr. Knzght | 
farther,. concerning the diſpoſal of the ſtock entered 
in the caſh-book in blank; and inquiring . of him, 


from. whence the account of ſtock then prepared by.. 


him, and intended to be laid before this houſe, was. 
taken z he anſwered, That before he: entered. this 
ſtock in the caſh-book, he ſhewed the Sub and De- 
puty-governors, Sir Joby Blun!, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. 

Chefter, and Mr. Holditch, upon a paper, the method 
ja which he propoſed to enter it, and had their ap. 


probation thereof, and in that paper, the ſeveral. 


names of the perſons who were to have the benefit of 
this ſtock were mentioned. That he diſpoſed: of 
about half of that ſtock, and put down the names of 
the perſons to whom it was diſpoſed of, and that 
the Sub and Deputy-governors diſpoſed of ſome, 
and Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Cheſter, and Sir Fobn Blunt 
diſpoſed of other parts, and gave him the names of 
the ſeveral perſons to whom it was diſpoſed of by 


them that he had not ſeen that paper for about "fix 


months, 
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months, but made up an account of this ſtock to be 


laid before the houſe, with the particular names, 
from his memory, and ſome letters, and by inqui- 


ry from ſeveral of the directors, brokers, and clerks, 


and that the 50,0007. ſtock to Turner and company 
was part of eftcck which the directors diſpoſed of. 
That the call book was paſſed in blank by the 


Com. and he belived that no objection was made 


to it, nor any ſuch reaſon given, as that the perſons 
names were not proper to be made public: at that 
time; and denied that he ſaid; that if the bill paſſed, 


the ſtock would be well diſpoſed of; but owned; 


that he did not think it proper to enter the names of 
the membets of Parliament who had any part of 


this ſtock in the caſh-book ; and that it Was the ge- 


neral opinion of the gentlemen then preſent, - that it 
was not proper the names ſhould be mentioned; and 
he ſaid, that ſuch members did not know that it was 
the el s ſtock; that the names of all the mem- 
by of Parliament, who had part of this ſtock, are 

t ſet down 1 in'this account: fratned by him, "becauſe 
he was not certain who the perſons were; that it was 
declared by the directors, that the Sub and Deputy- 
governors mou have the care of thedſcheme;- with 


a liberty of e en their aſſiſtance 1 others of 


the directors 2s as they ſhould think fit. 

Mr. Knight g here preſſed to - his letters 
and pa ers, and to declare more particularly, what he 

New 12 the diſpoſſtion of this ſtock, deſſred leave 

attend the, holiſe of Peers, according to their or- 
cr, the time appointed deing come, and not havipg 
bis papers in readineſs then. Your Com. intent. 
ing do proceed farther in his examination on the 
Monday following, and to give him time to collect 
his papers and accounts, did thereupon permit him 
to go to Weſtminſter ; but Mr. - Knight withdrawing 
himſelf that Saturday evening, prevented any diſco- 
very of this 1 important affair from his farther exami- 
nation. i 


Your 


FATREPTE Neil. 


30 Your Cm. farther repreſent, that they have diſ- 


covered. greal dealings in -South-ſea ſtock by Foba 
Aiflabie, Eſq; with one broker, Mathew Weymond- 


ſold, and which ACCOUNT is annexes to this reports 


N.. III. 
And your One: &ding that 7 n Caſwell, _ 
company, had great tranſactions with the South-ſea 


company, upon. farther inſpection. of their books, 


2 other remarkable paſſages in the ſaid books, 
they found very great ſums of money received by 
Turner and company, for the account of Edmond 
Waller, Eſq; (Son-in-law of John Aiſlabie, Eſq; 
late Chancellor of the Exchequer): and paid out to 
him, or his order, between the 28th day of March 
laſt, and the 21ſt day of November following, a- 
mounting to 794,451/. 155. 9d. and your Com. 


alſo found a conſiderable quantity of South-/ea ſtock 
bought and ſold in the name of the ſaid Mr. Waller; 
and in the general accounts of ſtock. of Turner and 


company, it appears, that there was a balance of 
47,6001. due to the ſaid Mr. Waller from Turner 
and company; for ſecuring which ſum, Turner and 
company entered into bonds the 26th of November 
laſt, for twelve months, from the 24th of September 
then paſt ; that is to ſay, one bond for 44,600). to 
the ſaid Edmond Waller, and one other bond to 
Thomas Weddell, Eſq; for 33,0001. Whereupon 
your Com. ordered Mr. Waller, and Mr. Weddell 
to attend them; but they have not, as yet, had an 
opportunity of examining Mr. Waller, by reaſon of 


his indiſpoſition; but Mr. Weddell attending your 


Com. was examined, and did inform them, that 
about the end of Ogober, or beginning of November 
laſt, Mr. Waller deſired him to take in 10,0007. 
South-ſea ſtock for him, and in three days afterwards 
told him, he had accordingly transferred it to the 
examinant, and deſired him to go to Turner and 
company, and give them a defeazance for transfer- 
ring that ſtock upon their paying 33,0007. Thar 

the 
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the examinant did accordingly accept a transfer of 
the faid 10,0607. ſtock from Mr. Waller, and gave 
-a defeazarice for transferting that ftock to Turner 
and company, who gave the examinant their bond 
for payment of the ſaid 33,0007. That Mr. al. 
ainted the examinant, that this was in truſt 
for John Hiſtiabie, Eſq; and he was afterwards told 

fo by Mr. Aifladie himſelf, and ſays, that he has 
Turner and company's bond for the ſaid 33,000], 

which is the proper money of Mr. Hiflabie; but 
Valler ion has prevented your Com. 
from laying before the houſe in this report, a more 
g to the ſum of 794, 4811. 135. 9d, 


Mr. Valler's indi 


fullaccount felatin 
before- mentioned. | 
your Corn. muſt obſerve, that in the account 
this houſe, they found the names 
this houſe, and of the houſe of 
Peers, not concerned in the adminiſtration, or in the 
management of the public revenue, whoſe caſe 
your Com. could not particularly examine, but muſt 
wait for the conſideration and direction of the houſe, 
in what manner each examination ſhall proceed. In 
the mean time, your Com. think it proper to ac- 
quaint the houfe, with divers practices made uſe of 
to raiſe the nominal value of South. ſea ſtock, to that 
ant rate to which it was afterwards advanced, 
above the real and intrinſick value thereof. 

Four Com. find, that by computation made, by 
direction of your Com. it appears, that the directors 
of the South. ſea company, might have raiſed the 
whole fum ſtipulated for the public, with a profit of i 
near: one million and an half for the benefit of the 
proprietors of the old ſtock, without ſetting their 

any higher price than '150/. per 


of ſtock fold, laid be 
of ſeveral members 


That after the ſaid directors had taken in the firſt 
money ſubſcription at 300l. per cent. and the ſecond 
-money-ſubſcription at 4000. per cent. and the firſt 
ſubſcription of the long and fhort annuities at 3 


tak 
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per cent. the vslue of 1601," SourÞ-ſea Mock was but 


1207. of thereabouts, ſuppoſing the whole money 


of the fait firſt and ſecond ſubſcriptions (amounting 
to 12,30, 600 J. had been all p47 4 e 


That the fald cbort of directors did afterwards 


proteed to take in a third and fourth money- ſubſerip- 


tion at the rate of 10007, per cent. and a ſecond ſub- 
ſeriptien of the long and ſhort annuities, and a ſub- 
ſeription of the redeemable debts at the rate of 800l. 


sey cent. aftet which the value of a 100. South-jew 


ekt was but 33 2. or thereabouts, ſuppoſing the 
whoke money of the Taid four money. ſubſeriptions 
(afnounting to 68, 50, oo“. had been all paid in. 

That if all the remaining public debts had been 
taken in, and all the remaining ſtock of the com- 
pany ſold, on the terms which the ſaid directors pre- 


tended to expect, 1007, South. ſen ſtock would have 


been worth but 547 J. or thereabouts, ſuppoſing the 


money of the ſaid four ſubſcriptions, and the money 


for the remaining ſtock (which together would have 
amounted to 205,039,401 7. had) been all paid 
That on the goth day of Auguſt laft, the court of 
directors of the South. ſea company came to a reſolu- 
tion (Which on the 8th day of September laſt was con- 
firmed by a genera] court) to declare a dividend of 
30 J. per cent. to be made at Chriſtmas, 1720, and 
of not leſs than 501. per cent. per unn. for not leſs 
than 12 years to come from that time. 


That ſoon after this reſolution, (viz. at a general 
court held the 2oth day of Septemper laſt) the Sub- 


governor acquainted the general court, chat the al- 
fairs of the court, in relation to the price of their 
rock, and ſubferiptions, had taken an unexpected 
turn, and thereupon propoſed their giving 4 powet 
to the court of directers to relieve the laſt 'ubſcribers 


of the public debts, and the proprietors of the two 


laſt money-ſubſcripriotts, which Was accordingly 
granted; and at a court of directors held the 


x 
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day 
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day of September laſt, it was reſolyed, that the ſaid 
ſubſcribers ſhould have the ſame terms with the 
Bank, viz. that their ſubſcriptions ſhould be reduced 
from 1000 /. and 800 J. per cent. to 400l. and that 
they ſhould alſo have the benefit of the Midſummer 
dividend of 10l. per cent. which was accordingly 


confirmed by a general court held the goth day of 


the ſame months; upon which your Com. obſerve, 
that it appears to them very extraordinary, that the 
directors on the 8th day of September (when the ſaid 

high. dividend was declared in a general court) ſhould 
have had no foreſight of the turn which ſo ſoon after 
_ (viz, on the 20th day of the ſame month) happened 
in their affairs. Rs n 
That on the ſaid 8th day of September, the Sub- 
governor acquainted the general court, that their di- 
rectors had been unanimous in all their proceedings, 
which among other things, includes the before- 
mentioned ſeveral ſubſcriptions by them taken in, 
except the firſt; and upon the examination of the 
directors it doth not appear to your Com. that any 
one of them proteſted againſt, or declared any pub- 
lic diſſent from any of the ſaid proceedings; and it 
appears that all of them tock their ſhares and pro- 
portions of the ſubſcriptions, which were allotted for 
the reſpective directors to diſpoſe of. ; 

And your Com. have been informed by Sir 
Theodore Fanſſen, that there was a meeting at the 
houſe of Sir John Fellows, betwixt ſixteen of the 
court directors, Mr. Secretary Craggs, and Mr. 


Aiſlabie, at which time it was propoſed, that a ſub- Þ 


ſcription ſhould be taken in at goo!l. per cent. which 
was approved of by Mr. Secretary Craggs, and Mr. 
Aiſlabie ; and that, when the ſaid company broke 
up, it was agreed, that every perſon ſhould uſe their 
: beſt endeavours, to promote it; which is alſo con- 
 firmedby the information of Sir Lambert Blackwell, 
And at a court of directors held the 13th day of 
April laſt, it was reſolved, to take in a ſubſcription 


for 


22.8. 
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for two millions, at the rate of 300l. per cent. but 
the ſame was afterwards increaſed, without any pre- 


vious reſolution to that purpoſe, to 2, 2 50,0001. and 
your Com. obſerve, that the imaginary value of the 


{aid ſubſcriptions roſe very faſt ; and that thoſe who 
had the benefit of the ſaid additional ſubſcription, 
if they ſold, and diſpoſed of the ſame, made very 
great gains thereby. ian Wd 
That at a court of directors held the 28th day of 


April laſt, it was reſolved, to take in a ſecond mo- 
ney- ſubſcription, at the rate of 400 l. per cent. for 
1, ooo, ooo l. but by the accounts delivered into this 
houſe, appears, it that the ſaid ſubſcription was for 
1,500,000 /. yet it does not appear that there was 
any previous reſolution of the court of directors for 
the addition of 500, ooo J. nor was the ſaid addition 


declared till the 8th of September laſt, at which time 
the Sub-governor acquainted the general court there- 
wich; upon which your Com. cannot but obſerve 
the great diſtance of time between the taking in of 
the ſecond ſubſcription at 1,000,000 J. and the 8th 


of September, when the ſame was reported to the _ 


general court at 1,500,000/. during which interval 
the imaginary value of that ſubſcription was exceſ- 
fively increaled, whereby the perſons who had the 
ſame, had the advantage of that extraordinary riſe. 
That at a court of directors held the 1 5th day of 
June laſt, it was reſolved to take in a third money- 
ſubſcribing at the rate of 10001. per cent. one tenth 


part whereof was to be paid down at the time of 
ſubſcription; and at a court of directors held the 


23d day of the ſame month, the Sub- g ernor ac- 
uainted the court, that the ſaid third qponey-ſub- 
cription was compleated, without mentioning to 
what ſum; but at the before-mentioned general 
court, held the 8th day of September laſt, he de- 


clared the ſame to be for five millions; and Mr. 


Knight, late caſhier of the South. ſea company, by 
„ "Hl : an 
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an article dated the 2oth day of June laſt, in the 
caſh- book, Fol. 125, charges the ſaid ſum of five 
milllons as received; which account was paſſed, and 
allowed by the company's Com. of treaſury, on, or 
ſotne time after the Ath day of Auguſt laft; and 
yet in the account of the third money- ſubſcription 
delivered into this houſe, it is ſtated at 4,400, oool. 
only, the remaining ſum of 600, oo0 l. being entered 
on the credit ſide of the ſaid caſn- book on the 19th 


of December, 1720, as a ſuppoſed deficiency of the 


payment on this ſubſcription; although it appears 
to your Com. upon the evidence of Mr. \Lockyer, 
and others, that not only the whole ſum of five 
millions, but even à conſiderable exceeding thereon 
was paid in; that a great deal of money was repaid 
back to reduce the fnbſcription to five millions; and, 
that they had money enough paid in for near eight 
minens F 
That at a court of Directors held the 12th day 
of Auguſt laſt, it was reſolved to take in a fourth 
money: ſubſcription for one million, at the rate of 


Ic. per rent. And at a court of Directors, held 


the 25th of the fame month, it was declared, that 
upon caſting up the books, it was found the ſaid fourth 
money ſubſcription, inſtead of one million, was in- 
creaſed to 1,250,000]. which Was occaſioned by 
taking the ſaid ſubſcription in ſeveral books; and 
at the before- mentioned general court, held the $th 
day of September laſt, the Sub- governor declared 
the fourth money- ſubſcription was compleated to 


1,250,000). and Mr. Knight the Caſhier hath, in an W 


article dated the 3oth day of Auguſt laſt, and entered 
in the caſh-book, Fol. 128, given the company 
credit fot the firſt payment made on the 4th ſub- 
ſcription, viz. ſor 2, 300, oool. which account was 
Paſſed, and allowed by the Com. of treaſury, on 


the {4th day of O#ober laſt; and yet in the account 
of the ſaid fourth money- ſubſcription delivered oy 


AP PEN DIX. | 
this houſe, it is ſtated at 1, 200, ooo J. only: That 
upon the examination of Mr. Knight, and ſeveral of 
the directors, in relation to the deficiency of the 
ſaid third and fourth money- ſubſcriptions, their an- 
ſwers were very unſatisfactory: And your Com. 
cannot but obſerve, that as by the before mentioned 
additions to the firſt two money - ſubſcriptious, ſome 
perſons made great gains, whilſt the price of the 
laid — continued high; ſo when the price 
of the ſubſcriptions fell, many other perſons were 
favoured, by having their ſubſcriptions withdrawn, 
which was the cauſe of the deficiency. - : 

That on the ſecond money-lubſcription each di- 
rector was allowed, for himſelf and friends, 26,0001. 
and chat the remainder of the million at firſt reſolved 
to be taken in, was at the diſpoſal of che Sub and 
Deputy-governors; but for whoſe benefit the addi- 
ay tional ſubſcription of 500,000 7. was intended, your 


Com. have not yet been able to diſcover. © 

of MY That on the third money-ſubſcription each di- 
tector was allowed $4,000 J. for himſelf and friends, 
bn and that ſeveral large liſts of the names of perſons 
were ſent to the Sub- governor, to be admitted into 


au de faid third ſübſcription; viz, by the Earl of Sn. 
by Wl #17294, firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the treaſury, a 
hi lift amounting to 4 67,000 J. by Jobn Aiſlabie, Eſq; 


gh late Chancellor of the Exchequer, another of the 
Lords of the treaſury, a liſt amounting to 75,300 J. 


1 by James Crages, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's prin- 
Aba Secretaries of ſtate, two liſts, amounting to 
red | bq5,000 J. and by Charles Stanbope, Eſq; one of the 
a decretaries of the treaſury, a liſt amounting to 


ub. WM 49-700 J. which four laſt mentioned liſts amount to 
987,00 J. 


Was » - * 

on That upon examination, it appears, that other 
liſts have been given in, as well on the third as on the 

unt | 18g ] 

nto ſecond ſubſcription 3 but the ſame being loſt or miſ- 

this I kid, as your Com. have been informed, they are 


2 thereby 


35 


APPENDIX. 
thereby diſabled at preſent, from making any report 
thereon. | 7 | 


They find 25,000 /. of the ſecond ſubſcription 
hath been given unto John Aislabie, 1 85 about eight 
u 


” 
% 


or ten days after the opening of that ſubſcription, at 
which time the ſubſcriptions were at an advanced 


price, of about 40l. per Cent. and ſoon after roſe 


vaſtly higher. 35 | 0 

That it doth not appear to your Com. that any 
of the perſons, who had the honour to ſerve his Ma- 
jeſty in the treaſury, or in any other part of the ad- 
miniſtration, uſed any endeayours to prevent the di- 
rectors of the South-ſea company from taking in ſub- 
ſcriptions at the aforeſaid extravagant prices; but on 
the contrary, it doth appear, that ſome of them, by 
the liſts they gave in aforeſaid, did not only en- 
courage and promote the ſaid ſubſcriptions, but did 
greatly inlarge the ſame. | 

Your Com. obſerving that Sir John Fellows, late 
ſub · governor of the South-ſea company did at a ge- 
neral court of the ſaid company, held the 21ſt day 
of April, 1720, acquaint that court, that the deſign 
of the government's million of Zxchequer bills to be 
lent to the company, by virtue of the late act of 
Parliament for iſſuing Exchequer. bills to be cit. 
culated at or near the Exchequer, was to enable the 


company to lend money upon their ſtock ; and find- 


ing that by order of the court of directors of the 


ſaid company the ſame had been ſo lent out, your 


Com. 1 to inquire into this affair. 
An 


caſnier of the ſaid company, he declared, that he did 


not remember that any application was made by tht 


directors to have thoſe bills iſſued; but that the firſt 
- diſcourſe of this matter was by John Aiflabie, Eſq; then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, a week before the pro- 
poſals of the South-ſea company were offered to this 
houſe ; that Mr. Aiſlabie ſaid, it would be more ac- 
ceptable to have thoſe bills circulated at the Exc. 
quer, 


on examination of Mr, Robert Knight, lat 


APPEN D IX. 
quer, than to ſend them to the Bank or elſewhere, 
and that the company might afford to circulate them 
for nothing, they being to be lent to the company 
to enable them to execute their ſcheme. That the ex- 
aminant believed, the intention of lending the ſaid 
bills upon ſtock had been communicated to Mr. 
Aiſlabie, (and that he the examinant) on his attending 
at the treaſury to ſolicite the iſſuing of theſe bills, 


did mention that deſign, and never heard that the 


treaſury diſapproved of it. 
That Sir John Blunt declared, it would be better 


to employ thoſe bills in the lending upon ſtock, than 


in paying of the redeemables, which would take up 
more time. 8 


Hereupon your Com. examining Sir John Fel- 


lows, he ſaid, that he and others of the directors 


treated with Mr. Aiſlabie and others at the treaſury, 
about the iſſuing the ſaid Exchequer bills; but that 
it was firſt propoſed to Mr. Ai/abie, and the exami- 


nant believed, it was at firſt mentioned by Sir John 


Blunt, in a Com. of the directors, and that it was 
the general opinion of the directors. 


Tour Com. examining Sir John Blunt upon this 


tranſaction, he declared, that he ſpoke to Mr. 
Aislabie to haſten the iſſuing of the ſaid bills; and 
that himſelf, or ſome other of the directors acquaint- 
ed Mr. Aislabie (as he believes at the treaſury) with 
the company's deſign to lend them upon ſtock ; that 
it did not, at firſt, ariſe from the directors, but that 


it was intimated to them before, or very ſoon after 


the company's propoſals were laid before the houſe, 


by ſome of the treaſury, and on recollection, the ex- 


aminant ſaid it was by Mr. Aislabie, to enable the 
company to carry on their ſcheme, and thereby to 
-raiſe the price of their ſtock, the borrowers being 
enabled to buy ſtock. 155 
That by the book of loans delivered into this 
houſe, it appears that the ſum of 9,039, 936“. 115. 
F 133 Was 
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einctly expreſſed, and the reſolutions of the general 


_APPENDIX. 
was lent to ſeveral perſons on the ſecurity of 
2,563, 117 J. 175. 54. ſtock: And that the farther 
ſum of 2,219,089 J. was lent on the ſecurity of 
773, 600 l. ſubſcription-receipts 3 the money ſo lent, 
and ſtill remaining due, amounting in the whole to 
the ſum of 11, 29, 02 l. 119. 

That by ſeveral reſolutions of the court of direc. 
tors of the 2 1ſt of April, the 2oth of May, and the 
gth of June laſt, for three ſeyeral loans, it appears, 
that the ſum reſolved by them to be lent on ſtock 
from the 21ſt of April, to the 2 1th of May, was li- 
mitted to 500,000 J. in the whole, and that not more 
than 5,000 /. ſhould be lent to any one. perſon, and 
ſuch loan to be only at the rate of 2507. on 100/, 
ftock ; that from the 2oth of May to the gth of 
June, the rule of lending was at the rate of 3001. 

n 100 1. ſtock, and that not more than 3,000, 
ſhould be lent to any one perſon 3; and from the gth 
of June, the rule of lending was at 400 J. on 1000 
ſtock, and that not more than 4,0007. ſhould be lent 
to any one perſon. bo, 

That on examination of the book of loans, it 
appears, that on the firſt loan, the rules of lending 
were greatly exceeded, viz. That there was lent in 
the whole 943,631 /. more than the ſum of 500,000). 
to which the ſaid loan was confined, That the ex- 
ceſs above 2507. on 100 1. ſtock, amounts to 316, 
7401. and the exceſs above 3, oo0 J. to one perſon. 
amounts in the whole to 779, 2311. That on the 
ſecond loan the exceſs above the rate of 300 l. on 


100 J. ſtock amounts to 30, 730 J. and the excels i 


above 3,000 J. to one perſon, amounts in the whole 
to 169,025 J. And that on the third loan, the ex- 
ceſs above 400 l. on roo/. ſtock amounts to 39, 413] 
and the exceſs above the rate of 4, oool. to one per- 
ſon, amounts in the whole, to 1, 447,677. For the 
particulars of all which, your Com. refer to the 
book marked No. IV. in which the ſame are diſ- 


court, 


| APPENDIX. 
court, and court of directors, in relation to loans, 
are tranſcribed. 5 | 


That your Com. do not find any reſolution, either 


of a general court, or a court of directors, for. lend- 
ing money on ſubſcription- receipts; but by the exa- 
minations which they have taken, it appears, that 


Mr. Knight, the late caſhier of the Saut b. ſea compa- 


ny, and his under caſhier and clerks, by his directions, 


did lend money on the ſubſcription-receipts, by ver- 


bal orders from the directors of the ſaid company, 
and under colour of an order of a general court, 
made the 2 1ſt of April, 1720 to impower the court 
of directors from time to time, as they ſhall ſee for 


the intereſt of the company, to lend any ſum or ſums. 
of the company's money, on the company's preſent 

and to be increaſed capital ſtock; and to do all ſuch. 
matters and things, as they ſhould judge moſt for 


the good of the company. 


But your Com. find, that by the ſecond by-law of 


the ſaid company, relating to the keeping the caſh 
of company, it was ordained, that the caſh of the 


corporation ſhould from time to time be kept under 


three ſeveral locks, with different wards, the keys of 
which to be kept, one by the caſhier, and the other 
wo by ſuch of the governor, ſub-governor, deputy- 
governor or directors, as the ſaid court ſhould from 
ime to time appoint, except ſuch ſum or ſums as 
the court of directors ſhould think neceſſary to let 
remain in the cuſtody of the caſhier ; and no money 


rlating to the trade or affairs of the ſaid company 


hould be diſpoſed of, without an order of the faid 
court of directors; and that the intereſt and all other 
advantages, ariſing and growing upon the caſh of 
ihe faid company, ſhould be brought to the account 
of the ſaid company. However, it appears that the 
ard loans on ſubſcriptions were generally known, 
ad never objected againſt, by any of the directors 
na general court, or in any court of directors. 
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APPENDIX. 

That on the faid loans on ſtock, the ſtock was 
transferred to perſons for that purpoſe nominated, 
in the ſame manner as if the ſame had been abſolutely 
ſold, without any defeazance on the part of the com. 
pany, or of the perſons to whom the ſtock was 
transferred, for re-transferring theſame, on repayment 


of the money, nor was any covenant or other ſecu- 


rity taken, for repayment from the borrowers, except 
the ſtock ſo transferred; nor doth there appear any 
diſtinction between the ſaid transfers on loans, and 
the other transfers, which were made of ſtock abſo- 
lutely purchaſed, on account of the company; upon 
which your Com. obſerve, that it was in the power 
of the perſons to whom the ſaid pawned ſtock was 
transferred, to diſpoſe thereof at any time, as they 
thought fit, when the price of ſtock was high, and 
to replace the ſame when it fell. 85 | 
And your Com. do find, that on the 19th day of 


| Onober laſt, the ſaid Mr. Knight, to whom the fd 


pawned ſtock was transferred, did, purſuant to an 
order of the court of directors, transfer ſtock to the 


amount of 2, 141, 867“. 17s. 5d. to Sir Harcourt 


Maſters, Col. Hugh Raymond, Edward Gibbon, and 
Fohn Gore, Truſtees, for that purpoſe nominated by 


the court of directors, in whoſe names the ſame now 
remains; but the ſum is 421,250/. ſhort of the 
_ aforeſaid ſum of 2,563,117). 175. 5d. which 1s 
Mentioned in the ſaid book of loans, to have been 


pledged-for the ſecurity of the repayment of the 


_ aforeſaid ſum of 9,029,9367. 115. from which it i; 
evident, that the {aid ſum of 421, 2 f0l. of the ſtock 
.. mortgaged or pawned on loans, as aforeſaid, has been 
ſold, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of by the, truſtees, or 
agents of the South ſea company; and till re- placed, 


eannot be re. transferred to thoſe, by whom the ſame 


Vas pawned or mortgaged : Upon which your Com. 


obſerve, how eaſy it was for the truſtees of the com- 


pany to have ſold the ſaid ſtock when it was at high 


Pr ices, and to have replaced the ſame again when it 
5 


p 190], per cent. on the firſt 
per cent, on the ſecond. But ſuch rates being by 
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fell; for on examination it appears, that there was 
no diſtinct and ſeparate account kept of the ſaid 


mortgaged and pawned ſtock, nor was the ſame 
any ways diſtinguiſhed from the other ock of 
thoſe perſons, to whom it was at firſt transferred. 

That as to the ſaid ſum of 2,219,0877. lent on 
773, 6ool. ſubſcription receipts, it appears by the 
aforeſaid book of loans, that the general rule of 
lending was at the rate of 3oo/. on 100 ſubſcrip- 
tion receipts 3 but excluding from the ſaid loans 
on ſubſcriptions the two great loans, the one to 
the million-bank, and the other to Turner and 
company, the loans, to the other borrowers, will 
at an avarage come out above 300 per cent. It 


appears that on the firſt ſubſcription receipts, at 


the time of the ſaid lending, there was paid in 
only from gol. to 120). per cent. and on the ſe- 
cond ſubſcription receipts generally 40 J. and on 
ſome few 80 l. per cent. but how much more there 


\ hath been paid in ſince, or whether all the ſaid 


ſubſcription receipts, on which money was lent, be 
now remaining in the cuſtody of any perſon for 
the ſecurity of the company, your Committee can- 


not at preſent diſcover ; the receipts not having 


been as yet produced to them. 


That it appears that Turner and company were 
employed by the directors, to lend out 500,000). 


on ſubſcription e . and that they accordingly 
lent 1 30, oool. on ſuch pagers after the rate of 
u 


the ſaid directors thought too low, the ſaid Turner 
and company were ordered to proceed no farther 
in diſpoſing of the remaining part of the ſaid 
500,000). and were told at the ſame time, that 
by lending at ſuch low rates on ſubſcriptions, they 
were ruining the ſtock. And it alſo appears, that 


Mr. Knight did iſſue a conſiderable ſum to be diſ- 


poſed of by brokers, for the refuſal of Sourh-Sea 
ſtock 


bſcription, and 40 J. 


41. 
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ſeription receipts were depoſited, to ſell the ſame 


v ĩ 
128 at certain times, at very high prices; and 


«+ 
8 


Ii * 
the ſtock, large ſums were iſſued to purchaſe ſtock 
on account of the company, at very high prices; 


and part of the ſtock then bought appears to have 


belonged to ſome of the directors of the ſaid com- 
pany: And although your Com. are not yet pre- 


pared to ſet this matter in a full light, they cannot 


but obſerve, that the ſaid directors, in all their pro- 


ceedings in the execution of their ſcheme, appear 


to have had chiefly in view the raifing and fup- 
porting the imaginary value of the ſtock, at an 
extravagant and high price, for the benefit of 
—_—_ and thoſe who were in the ſecret with 
c 3 | 

That as to the aforeſaid loans on ſubſcription 
receipts, it appears, there were no defeazances exe- 
cuted by thoſe with whom the receipts were de- 
poſited, for a re-delivery of the ſame on repay- 
ment of the money, nor any ſecurity given by 
the borrowers, beſides the receipts by them ſo de- 
liyered ; nor doth any thing elſe appear to diſtin- 
guiſh the receipts ſo pledged, from ſuch receipts as 


were, or might have been, abſolutely ſold to the 
company ; for all the ſaid receipts were made out 


in one name, viz. Foſeph Safford, and by his in- 
dorſement the bearer became intitled to the pro- 


perty thereof; upon which your Com. obferve, 
the ſecurity of the company, as to the money lent. 


on the ſaid ſubſcription receipts, is more precari- 
ous than the loans on ſtock ; for by the transfer 


book it might appear by whom ſuch ſtock was 


transferred; but it hath not yet appeared to your 


Com. that any books have been kept, or entries 


made, of the names of the perſons to whom ſuch 


loans have been made on ſubſcription receipts: 


And your Com. do farther obſerve, that it was in 
the power of the perſons with whom ſuch fub- 


at 


ter 


gant height. 
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at high prices, and to replace them again when 

the price fell. And upon the whole it doch ap- 
ar to your Com. that the ſaid loans on ſtock 


and on ſubſcriptions have been managed with the 


utmoſt negligence, with reſpect to the. intereſt of 
the company, and were contrived for the raiſing 
and keeping up the. price of ſtock at an extraya- 
Betore your Com. conclude this report, they 
think it proper to obſerve, that it has appeared to 
them throughout their examination, that Mr, 
Knight,” Caſhier of the South-Sza company, was 
principally concerned in their moſt ſecret tranſ- 
actions. And your Com. have been informed by 
Sir Theodore Fanſſen, ſoon after Mr. Knight 


withdrawing himſelf, that upon his preſſing Mr. 


Knight, two or three days before he went aways 
to make a diſcovery of whatſoever he knew relat- 
ing to the whole proceedings; Mr. Knight an- 
ſwered, that if he ſhould diſcloſe all he knew, it 
would open ſuch a ſcene as the world would be 
ſurprized at. 23 


Your Com. having made this progreſs in their 


inquiry, have thought themſelves obliged to lay 
this report before the houſe ; and will proceed in 
their farther examination of the matters. referred 
to them, with the utmoſt diligence. 


To this firſt report was annexed an appendix, the 


moſt material parts of which are, as follow: 


At folio 121, 3 
March 30. To South. ſea ſtock, for 
1720. 15000 J. ſold 303, to 
CE, anſwer the 1 700/. per an- 45750 | 
num. on the other ſide. — | 


Note, The 1700 J. on the credit fide, is thus en- 
tered, By annuities for 99 years bought of the 


Duke 
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Duke of Portland, Lord de Is Warr, ind. the ho: 
nourable Jobn Weſt, Eſq; 17001. per ann. at 2) 


years, 45,0007. with intereſt from Chriſtmas to 
Lady-day, 4251. the ſame being ſubſcribed into 


the capital ſtock of the South-Sea company, in the 


name of Robert Surman, in truſt for the company, 


Appendix Ne II. 


In the fock leidger book, F. commencing the 2 6 of 


December, 1719. 
A 


Charles Stangape, Eſq; debtor. per contra creditor, 


and R. Sur- 


28000 ditto 


account, 
9 
In the ftock pidger, G. commencing the 24th of 


Fol. 99. 


\ 1720 
1720. June 24 By ba- 
June 11thto | | lance for 50000 
caſh, for | 


| South-ſea, carri- 375000 
22000 S. S. 202230 ed to No. G. 
to R. Knight Fo. 62. + 


man's order, 


375000 
To ditto 9 


to J. Stokes g 172770 


500oo. 


} 


June, 1720. 
B B 
_ Charles Sheng, Eq debtor. per contra creditor, 
62. | 1720 
1720, June 24, ? Novem. 4. B 
To balance on - N SS 
0000 South- and Co. for 
Ke from T. þ 6 ons 55000 8.S, to 375000 
C. and SS, Fo. 7 = account, 
s Fo. 7. ; 


Aug. 


r. 


00 
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au; 20. To Midſummer — on 
Dividend 5000 ditto F 


111 


3 5000. 


= b Maddy, caſhier to Turner, Ns company, 


il that the entries in the general, or clearing 
books, letter C. at fol. 110. viz. 


| 2000 South-Sea to Robert Surman, debit full 
note, 27 April. 


10000 Ditto to R. Knight, full note 4th of 


June. 


10000 Ditto to ditto, full 492000, note 18 
| April. 


did import, that the perſon named there Charts 
Stangape, did deliver to Turner and company, the 
ſeveral notes of Robert Surman and Robert Knight, 
for the delivery of thoſe reſpective parcels of 
South-ſea ſtock to him, which notes Turner and 


company accepted as ſo much ſtock transferred to 


them, by which they could have the ſame upon 
the ſaid notes. 


Robert Surman alſo did an that tha en- 
tries did import, and might be underſtood as ex- 


plained above by Jobn Maddy; this examinant 
and Mr. Knight having uſed to ſubſcribe, * and de- 


| liver out ſuch notes, for South. ſea ſtock to be ac- 


cordingly delivered; but ſaid, that ſuch entries 
might likewiſe imply, that the perſon named 


Charles Stangape had notes for ſtock to that va- 


lue, given by Turner and company to the exami- 


nant, and to Robert Knight ; which ſort of notes 


Mr. Knight frequently accepted from. Turner and 


company, and delivered out as ſtock, inſtead. of 


abi actual transfers. 


Tbe 


APPE N DI X. 
The Second R E PORT 


Of the Commi tree F ſecrecy, which en the 25th 
of February /aft Mr. Broderick, their Chair- 
man, delivered to the houſe of Commons, was 


in ſubſtance, as follows ; 


IHE Com. of ſecrecy appointed to inquire 
into all proceedings relating to the execution 
of the act paſſed the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
intitled an 122 for enabling the South-ſea company 
to increaſe their preſent capital ſtock and fund, &c.) 
have made ſome farther progreſs in the examina- 
tion of the matters referred to tem. 
| Upon the examination of Mr. Matthew Mey. 

monllſold, broker, and of John Faulconbridge his 
-book-keeper, touching the particulars of ſtock 
bought by Feymondſold, for John Aiflabie, Eſq; 
late Chancellor of the Exechequer, ſpecified in the 
account annexed to the former report of your 
Com. it appears that among other great ſums in 
ſtock bought by Veymondſold, on Mr. Aiflabi?s 
account, the ſum of 20, ooo J. South. ſea ſtock, was 
on the 12th of February, 1719. delivered to Mr. 
Meymondſold, by Mr. Robert Surman, then depu- 


ty caſhier of the Sauth-/ea company, by order of 


Mr. Hazes, at the rate of 130 J. per cent. for the 
uſe of Mr. Aiſlabie, which is about 40 J. per cent. 
below the market price, as appears by the account 

of ſtock ſold, laid before this houſe. 
Upon this your Com. ſent for Mr. Hawes, and 
examined him as to this 20, 00 J. He ſaid, he re- 
members that Mr. Veymondſold applied to him 
for this 20,0007. ſtock; and the examinant told 
him, that he had no orders for the delivering ſuch 
ſtock; but the examinant could not remember 
whether he went to Mr. Aiſlabie, and had 1 di- 
rections 


rections to fad, Mr. W pom t to 7 Sunman, 

or whether he (the examinant) did not tell Mr. 

Weymondjoid to go to Mr. Surman, for it; but 

Ne if he did ſend him to Mr, Surman, he had 
„Mr. Aiſiabie's directions for that purpoſe. 

FJobn Faulconbridge informed your Com. that 

on the gth of February, 1719. he did take in the 

faid 20,0007. ſtock of Mr. Surman, for Mr. 

Aiftabie's uſe, at 130 l. per cent, and that the ex- 


this ſtock from Mr. Surman's to Mr. Aiflabje's 


a8 to this matter, he ſaid, he did not remember 
bis transferring the ſaid ſtock z but ſaid, that he 
badl a great quantity of ſtock in his name, in truſt 
for Mr. Knight, and transferred the ſame. on ver- 
bal orders only; and that this 20,0007. (if it Was 


rections. W. 4 lis; 
Vour Com. allo had: on the examination of 
the ſaid Mr. Weymondſold, and Jahn Faulconbridge, 
that ſeveral parcels 'of. South-ſea, Mock, amount- 
ing to 20, 000 7. ſtock, were bought by Mr. Wey- 
„ed for Mr. Aifabic, on the ift of March, 
1719, at ſeveral prices, amounting in the whoſe 
1. w 35,357 L. 10 f. And that Mr. Knight, late caſhier 
„of the 9%. Sea company, paid the examinant the 
nvoney for ſuch ſtock, and placed the fame to 
ur. Aiſabie“'s account. Mr. Neymandſold produ- 
ed to your Com. a letter from Mr. Aiſiabie to 
” im, dated the iſt of March, 17 19. whereby he 
nt Y directs Mr. Weymendſold + to oy 40 this 20,900 
3% ffock, and adds, that he would deſire Mr. Kuigbt 
"" W'to pay him the money for che fad, ſtock; which 
letter, the examinant faid, is of the hand writing 
Ad of Mr. Alſabie, and was received. by t! the examinant 
Ia faid 1ſt of Marth; and, the exAminant r 
4 ed an anſwer to Mr. _Aillabie the lame day. Fine 
ry on. the 4th of March) al > Mr. Knight ie 
e 


aminant, on the 12th of the ſaid month, wrote off 


atcount ; but your Com. examining Mr. Surman 
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the ſaid ſtock with the examinant, who delivered 
the ſtock to Mr. Knight, for the uſe of Mr, Ai. 
flabie, and Mr. Knight paid the examinant the 
money for ſuch ſto cx. 

Fohn Faulconbridge (who was concerned in enter. 
ing and making out the accounts kept of this M « 
ſtock) being examined, ſaid, that about a fortnight MI 1 
ſince, and after Mr. Weymondſold's firſt examina- MW 
tion before the houſe of Peers, and his delivering 
in an account of ſtock bought for Mr. Aiſlabie, N t 
to your Com. Mr. Aiſſabie requiring the particu- e 
lars of the ſtock bought and fold for him by Mr. MW ( 
-Feymondſold, the examinant, by Mr. Weymondſold's a 
directions, attended Mr. Aiſſabie with the particu- MW a 
lars thereof: That Mr. Ais/abie then objected a- M ſe 
gainſt the ſaid 20,000 J. ſtock bought the 1ſt of M £ 
arch, and with execrations not fit to be repeat- MW © 
"ed, declared, he knew nothing of it; and bid the MW b. 
, examinant tell Mr. H/eymond/old, That he (Mr. in 
Aiſlabie) muſt declare the ſame upon oath at the bar hi 
F the houſe. The. examinant then told him, that W th 
he happened to object againſt an article, which MW th 
was the plaineſt in his account, for that this very ell 
20, ooo /. ſtock was taken in for him, and paid for i m 
by Mr. Knight; and that the examinant had ſhewn ex 
the ſame article to Mr. Waller, (Mr. Aislabie's fa 
ſon-in-law) in an account made up and ſettled with no 
Mr. Knight long ſince, which Mr. Waller (who ha 
was then preſent) ſaid was true; and the exami- 


' nant the next day attending Mr. Ais/abie with an 
explanation of the account, on ſight of it, Mr. pa 
_ Aislabie expreſſed himſelf thus, viz, Ay, this males Ell 
it plainer; now I can recollet ſomething of it. Sor 
The ſaid Mr. Veymondſold farther informed the 
your Com. that there were dealings between Mr. find 
Aislabie and Mr. Knight; and that the examinarii 27, 
had ſeen a green book in Mr. Knigh!*s cuſtody. the 
wherein the account of Mr. Aislabie was kept ban 
© Which green book your Com. apprehended to 4 1 
mY 2 | the 


Jr MCL 


ninant 
ſtody 
kept 


to be 
the 
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the fame book mentioned in the examination of 


Mr. Surman, taken notice of in their former re. 


rt. 
Mr. Hawes farther acquainted your Com. that 
he had dealings in ſtock with Mr. Aislabie for a 
conſiderable time, and kept an account of the 
fame in a book, of which Mr. Ais/abie had a du- 


plicate, That the account in the ſaid books was 


continued till ſome time in November laſt 3 and 
that upon every adjuſtment, Mr. Aiſiabie and the 
examinant uſually ſigned each others books; that 


(among other things) the ſaid books contained 


accounts of quantities of South. ſea ſtock bought 
and fold by the examinant for Mr. Aiſſabie. That 
ſome time in November laſt accounts were finally 
ſettled and adjuſted between them; and thereup- 
on the examinant was ordered by Mr. Aifabie, to 


bring the book, which the examinant was unwill- _ 


ing to do, ſaying, that he ought to keep it for 
his own Juſtification: But Mr. A:/ab:e told him, 
that the account being then made up between 
them, he would have the book up, that no body 
elſe might ſee it. And Mr. Aiſiabièe gave the exa- 
minant a receipt in full of all demands, and the 


examinant delivered him the book. Mr. Hawes 


farther ſaid, that he never was deſired ſo to do, 
nor ever did the like to any perſon with whom he 


had dealing of this nature. : 


Your Com. have been informed by Mr. Ro- 


bert Surman, that ſeveral ſums of money were 
paid out of the company's caſh to John Aiflabie, 


Eſq; and by the book of draughts kept by the 
South-ſea company, and the bank, and alſo by 
the ſaid Mr. Surman's examination, your Com. 
find, that on the 8th of April, 1720, a bill for 
27,378 J. 19s. 64. was drawn by Mr, Knight, 


then caſhier of the South-Sea e upon the 
bank of England, payable to the ſaid Mr. 


| Aiſlabie, 
and the entry of that bill in the caſh draught-book 
Vor. VIII. d haas 
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has been fince razed by Mr. Knight's direction, 
who told Mr. Surman, that he had taken that bill 
back again in payment (as the examinant believed) 
from Mr. Aiſſabie. That a bill for the farther 
ſum of 6000/7. was drawn the 11th of June 1720, 
and paid by the ant, out of the caſh kept 
there, in the name of the South-ſea company, to 
Mr. Aiſlabie, on the 10th of September laſt ; and 
the ſums of 47007. and 867. were in the like manner 
drawn the 2oth of September laſt, and paid to the 
ſaid Mr. Aiſlabie on the the firſt of October following. 
Your Com. are ſtill proceeding upon the mat. 
ters referred to them, in order to lay the ſame be- 
fore the houſe. | | | | | 


Accordingly on the 21ſt of April following, 
Mr. Broderick from the Committee of Se- 
crecy, delivered to the Commons a 


Third Reyorm, 
Which in ſubRance was as follows : 


IHE Committee of ſecrecy appointed to inquire 
into all the proceedings relating to the execu- 

tion of the act paſſed the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
(intitled, An adt for enabling the South-Sea con- 
pany to increaſe their preſent capital ſtock and fund, 


&c.) have proceeded farther in the examination 
of the matters referred to them: And obſerving, 


that upon their former reports, it was thought 
proper that the examinations referred to by your 
Com. ſhould be laid before the houſe, and ſeveral 
other matters appearing to your Com. fir for 
the conſideration of the houſe, your Com. re- 
port the ſame in the words of the examinations 
themſelves, and according to the papers laid be- 
fore your Com. A at: 

Your 


Juire 
ecu- 
nent, 
con- 
Fund, 
ation 


ving, 


ught 
your 
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for 
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tions 
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Your Com. in a former report, acquainted the 


houſe, that the indiſpoſition of Edmond Waller, 


Eſq; had prevented their laying before the houſe 
in that report, a more particular account relating 
to the ſum of 794, 45 1J. 15s. 9d. received and 


paid by Turner and company upon the account of 


the ſaid Mr. Waller, between the 28th of March 
1719, and the 2 1ſt of November following; and 
have ſince, viz. on the 22d of March 1720, exa- 
mined Mr. Waller; he ſaith, that he did from 
time to time ſettle accounts with Mr, Aiſlabie (his 
father in law) of his tranſactions in money and 
ſtock for him, and has not any account thereof; 
that he did Keep ſome memorandums of his ſaid 
tranſactions in a book, which book he has ſince 
torn, but ſays he did Keep a copy of his accounts 
with the ſword-blade company; that he has from 
time to time deſtroyed all his papers and memo- 


randums relating to his tranſactions for Mr. Aiſſabie; 


and ſays, he cannot tell what dealings he has had 
in ſtock for Mr. Aiſiabie, but that far the greateſt 
part of his tranſactions in ſtock were upon his own 
account; that 44,000/. part of the balance of 
77,000/, due from the ſword-blade company, is 
the examinant's own money, and the remaining 
33,000 J. belongs to Mr. Aiſlabie: Being aſked, 
whether at the time of his beginning to deal in 


ock, he was poſſeſſed of a conſiderable ſum of 


money of his own, he refuſed to anſwer, alledg- 


Ing. it was his own private concern. 


Your Com. afterwards received a letter from the 
ld Mr. Waller, dated the 19th of April inſtant, 
wherein. he deſires to be again examined, to clear 
p any miſtakes (if there were any) in his former 
Xamination, and to give the Com. the beſt 
nformation he could. Whereupon your Com. 
did rake his farther examination, which is as fol- 
lows: He ſays, that in February or March, 1719, 

d 2 | - when 


5¹ 


his mother and brother, but that he has told them, 
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when he began to deal in ſtock, he had of the 


money of his mother, his brother, his own, and | 


his wife's fortune, about the-ſum of 20,000 J. of 
which his wife's fortune was 5000 J. which he had 
in bank notes; that he employed the ſaid 20,000], 
in buying ſtock. e 

That he cannot tell how much of this 20,000 /. 
was his own money. | | 
That he never kept any account in writing of 
that part of the ſaid 20,000/. which belonged to 


what belonged to them. 
That his mother and brother gave him leave to 
imploy their money in ſtock, but he never had 
any order in writing from them for that purpoſe, 
but has paid them ſeveral ſums of money upon 
account thereof, and never took any receipt, or- 
der, or other writing from them concerning the 
ſame ; that he has alſo transferred ſome bank ſtock 
to his brother. 

That the tearing of his books mentioned in his 
former examination, was at ſeveral times, the laſt 
of which about the 22d of Auguſt 1720. 


And your Com. inform the houſe, that the] 


ſaid Mr. Waller, upon his ſaid farther exam 
nation, did declare, that there was not in the 
ſaid book any article relating to Mr. Aiflabie; but 
this appearing to be in direct contradiction to 


what he had ſaid in his firſt examination, your 


Com. did not inſert the fame in this ſubſequent 
examination, ſigned by the ſaid Mr. Waller, but 
think it proper to repreſent this matter to the 

houſe. 0 | 
Your Com. having, in a former report, taken 
notice, that James Craggs, ſen. Eſq; had 30,000/. 
South-ſea ſtock taken in for him, or his friends 
they ſent for an account of transfers made to the 
laid Mr. Craggs, which was accordingly laid * 
Ch ore 
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fore them, a copy of which account 1s hereunto 


annexed in the appendix, Ne I. by which your 


Com. find, that (among other great ſums) there 
was ON the 28th of March 1720, a ſum of 30,0007. 
ſtock transferred by Mr. Facob Sawbridge (one of 
the partners of Turner and company) to the ſaid 
Mr. James Craggs. 

And your Com. proceeded to examine the fol- 
lowing perſons concerning the transfers. ; 

Mr. Jacob Sawbridge (late one of the directors 
of the South-ſea company, and a partner with 
Turner and company) ſays, that in the beginning 
of February 1719, by order of Mr. Robert Knight, 
late caſhier of the South-/ea company, or Mr. Ro- 
bert Surman his deputy, Turner and company took 
in 30,000 J. South-ſea ſtock, and gave Mr. Knighr, 


or Mr. Surman, a note for the ſame, at which 


time Mr. Knight paid into Turner and company 
69,0207. 15. 8 d. upon the general caſh account 


between the ſaid Turner and company, and Knight 


or Surman as caſhier of the South-ſea company; 
and that on the 28th of March following, the exa- 
minant, by order of the ſaid Knight or Surman, 
transferred the laid ſtock to James Craggs, len. 
Eſq; deceaſed, without receiving any money, or 


conſideration from him for the ſame, and at the 


ſame time took up his ſaid note, and believes it 
was upon the file, as other notes uſually are. That 
he did, by the direction of this Com. the night 
before this examination (which was on the 19th of 
April inſtant) ſearch upon the file, and not find- 
ing it there, he went to Sir George Cafwal! to in- 
quire after the ſaid note, and acquainted him that 
in ſearching for the note on the file, he could not 
find it there; whereupon Sir George told the exa- 
minant, that he himſelf had the note not long 


ago, and believed it was in his ſcrutore, and ac- 


cordingly ſent his lady to ſearch for it; who re- 


turned whilſt this examinant was there, and (as | 


d 3 | | he 
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the examinant  b&teves) brought ſeveral papers; 
upon which Sir George Caſwall told the examinant, 
he would look for the note, and ſend it tc him 
the next morning, before he attended the Com. 
if he could find it; but the examinant ſaid, he had 


not then received it, nor had heard from Sir George | 


Caſwall. 


| Hereupon your Com. ſent for Sir George 
Caſwall, who being examined ſays, that about ſix 
weeks ſince, James Craggs, ſen. Eſq; the Poſt- 
maſter, deſired the examinant to look upon the 
files of Turner and company for a note for the 
delivery of 30, ooo J. South-ſea ſtock, which had 
been ſigned by Jacob Sawbridge (another of the 
partners of Turner and company, on account of 
himſelf and company) in theſe words, or to this 


amet; © 
I TI promiſe to deliver to Robert Knight, or 


his order, or bearer, 30,000 J. South-ſea ſtock 
for value received; and, (as he believes) was 
dated the 6th day of February 1719, which note 
was cancelled, the ſtock therein mentioned, hav- 
ing been transferred to the ſaid Mr, Craggs, ac- 
cording to the import of the ſaid note. That the 
examinant did defire the ſervants of Turner and 
company to look out this note, which they ac- 
cordingly did, and found it cancelled, and on the 
file, and gave it to- the examinant, who delivered 
it to Mr. Craggs, ſuppoſing he would only have 


read and returned it; but he kept it; ſaying, it 


"might be of ſome uſe to him upon an occaſion, 
upon which the examinant left it with him. That 
Mr. Craggs, nor any body by his order, never re- 
turned this note to the examinant, nor has the 
examinant ſeen it, till the morning on which he 
was examined; that as he was coming, the morn- 
ing he was examined, to attend the Com. to 
be examined about Somer/et-houſe, Brigadier Ri- 
chards called out to the coach, which ops; 

- an 
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and he came to the coach ſide, and Mr. Huggins | 


with him, and Mr, Huggins then ſhewed the exa- 
minant the ſaid note, with other papers annexed 
to it; but what thoſe papers were, the examinant 
does not know; whereupon. Mr, Huggins ſaid, 
that he did not know but the examinant might 


be aſked ſomething about that note, and there it 


was; that the examinant very well remembers it 
to be the ſame note which he had before deliver- 
ed to Mr. Craggs as aforeſaid, it being ſigned by 
Mr. Sawbridge, and the body of the note of the 
hand-writing of Mr. Knight; and Mr. Huggins 
then took the note out of the examinant's hand, 
and gave it to brigadier Richards, and told the 
examinant that he might tell the Com. that the 
Brigadier had it, and would produce it; that two 


or three days ago Mr. Sawbridge inquired of 


him where this note was was, and he not then recol- 
lecting whether it was in his cuſtody or no, did 
give directions to his wife to ſearch for it in his 
ſcrutore, and found that he had it not, and ſays, 
that he knows nothing of his own knowledge of 
the tranſaction of this 30,000 J. ſtock. _' 

The ſaid Mr. Surman being examined, ſays, 


that it appears by books of Turner, Caſwall, and 


company, that from the beginning of February 


1719, to the 7th of March following, there was 


an account kept by them in the examinant's name, 
of ſundry parcels of South ſea ftock, amounting to 
125,000. ſtock, for the uſe, and upon the account 
of Mr. Knight, which account he believes to be 
true. | | 


That by this account it appears, that upon .the 


5th of February 1719, Mr. Knight paid to the ſaid 
Turner and company the ſum of 67,0201. 15. 8 d. 
which he believes might be accordingly paid out 
of the caſh of the South-/ea company; and at the 
lame time Mr, Knight received from Turner and 

0 4a company, 
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company, a promiſſary note to transfer 30,000 !, 


| South-ſea ſtock, value received. 


That James Craggs, Eſq; of the poſt office, ſent 
for the examinant about ſix weeks ago, and (as he 
believes) after Mr. Craggs had been examined be- 
fore this Com. and told him, he believed that 
he (the examinant) would be examined in relation 
to 30, ooo J. ſtock, which he (Mr. Craggs) had of 


Mr. Knight; and he then produced an account | 
| betweeen himſelf and Mr. Knight, of South-ſea | 
ſtock bought or taken in for him; by which it 
appeared that he was to have upon balance, of 


Mr. Knight, 30,0001. South-ſea ſtock, for which 
Mr. Knight, inſtead of making a transfer himſelf, 
gave him a note under the hand of Jacob Sau- 
bridge, to transfer 30, ooo J. ſtock, value receiv- 
ed; which note Mr. Craggs ſhewed him cancel- 


led, and (as the examinant believes) he had ſince 


this inquiry began, got it from Sawbridge, which 
is not cuſtomary, notes being always, when dil- 
charged, delivered up to the perſon, under whoſe 
hand they are, and ſhould reinain with them as 
vouchers, N. 

The examinant ſays, he verily believes the ſaid 
note of 30,0007. ſhewn him by Mr. Craggs, was 
the fame note which Mr. Knight received from 
Turner and company, upon his paying them the 
before-mentioned ſum of 67, o20 l. 15. 8 d. 

That during the time that the propoſals of the 
South-ſea company, and the bill thereto relating, 


was depending in Parliament, he obſerved the ſaid f 


Mr. Craggs more frequently with Mr. Knight, 


than any body: elſe; and believes he influenced 


Mr. Knight- in many things relating to ſtock and 
ſubſcriptions. 5 2 55 | 

That Mr. Craggs never mentioned this 30,000 /. 
ſtock to the examinant, till ſince the ſaid Mr. 
Graggs's examination before the Com. 


He 
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Hle ſays, he had not any dealings with Mr. 


Craggs upon his own account, but that ſuch tranſ- 
fers of ſtock, as he has made to Mr. Craggs, were 
made by Mr. Kuigbi's directions; and particular- 
ly a ſum of 4000. ſtock transferred the 4th of 
March 1719, (being part of the ſums mentioned 
in the ſaid appendix, No I.) That he does not 
know that Mr. Craggs paid any money for this 
ſtock, and whether it was Mr. Knight's or the 
company's ſtock, the examinant cannot tell, 

Sir Fohn Blunt being examined, ſays, that he 
was not privy to any of Mr. Craggs's tranſactions, 
but has very often ſeen him at Mr. Knight's, As 


to the 30,0007. ſtock mentioned in the account 


now produced to him, and faid to be transferred 
to Mr, Craggs by Mr. Sawbridge, he ſays, he can 
give no account thereof, ſave that he believes it is 
the fame ſum, mentioned in his former examina- 
tion, to be held for the ſaid Mr. Craggs. That 
he believes the ſaid 30,0007. ſtock was bought by 
Mr. Kzight, the 8th day of February 1719, upon 


his own account, and is not charged to be fold 
by the company, till the 27th day of February; 


which is the time that Mr. Craggs defired the 
quantity of ſtock, as the examinant has ſaid in 


his former examination) from which time, till the 


28th of March following, he believes it was held 
by the $ou7h-ſea company, for the benefit of Mr. 
Craggs, to whom it appears to be transferred by 


Mr. Sawbridge on the ſaid 28th of March. That 


Sawbridge and company were common names 

made uſe of by ſeveral perſons as truſtees, to con- 

ceal the true buyers or ſellers of South-ſea ſtock. 
Mr. James Grammer being examined as to the 


ſum of 2000 J. Seuth-ſea ſtock, transferred by him 


to James Craggs, ſen. Eſq; on the 4th of Fe- 
bruary, 1719, he ſays, that he did on the 3d or 


4th of February 1719, fell 20001. Scuth-ſea ſtock, 


and that Sir George Cofwall paid him the money 
11 | | 00 
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for it. That upon inſpection of the transfer 


books of the Soui b. ſea company, on the day of his 
examination (being the 19th of April inſtant) he 
finds that he transferred the ſaid 2000 J. ſtock to 
Mr. Craggs. 

Tour Com. farther repreſent to the houſe, that 


they have diſcovered that the faid Mr. Craggs had | 


very conſiderable dealing in South-ſea ſtock with 


Mr. Matthew Weymondſold, a broker, between the 


3ath of ZFanuary 1719, and the goth of May fol- 
lowing, amounting to 45,000). ſtock ; an account 
whereof, as the ſame has been delivered to your 
Com. by the ſaid Mr. Weymondſold, is hereunto 
annexed in the appendix, N* II. and your Com, 
examining the ſaid Mr. Weymondſold, he ſays, 
that on the 26th of February 1719, James Craggs, 
ſen. Eſq; gave the examinant direction to buy 
20,0001. South-Sea ſtock for him; that the exa- 
minant did accordingly buy on that day 10,0007. 
South. ſea frock for Mr. Craggs, for 194221. 105. 
4000 J. of which was transferred by Mr. Surman 
to Mr. Craggs the 4th of March 1519, by order 
of the examinant; for which ſtock the examinant 
received of Mr. Craggs the ſum of 6945 J. and 
paid the ſum to Mr. Surman, and the other 6000 /. 
ſtock the examinant delivered to Turner and com- 
pany, by the order of and for the uſe of the ſaid 
Mr. Craggs; and Turner and company paid the 
examinant, by Mr. Craggss order, 10, 30g J. for 


the ſame: That the examinant not buying the 


whole 20,0001 ſo ſoon as Mr. Craggs expected, 
the ſaid Mr. Craggs told the examinant, that 
Mr. Jobn Humphreys had bought for him the 
other 10, 000. That the examinant did on the 


4th of March 1719, by order of the ſaid Mr. 


Craggs deliver to Mr. Knight, another ſum of 
10, 00“. South-ſea ſtock for the uſe of the ſaid 
Mr. Craggs, and that Mr. Knight paid the exa- 


minant 17, 000 J. for the ſame, that two or three 


days 
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days afterwards, the examinant, by direction of 
faid Mr. Craggs, took of Mr. Humphreys the ſaid 


10,000), South-ſea ſtock, which he had bought 


for Mr. Craggs, and paid him 17, 300 J. for che 


ſaid ſtock, being the money which he (the exa- 
minant) had before received of Mr. Knight as 


atoreſaid. 
Your Com. in the courſe of eit inquiry, 
finding it neceſſary to be informed what quantities 


of ſtock James Craggs, ſen. Eſq; deceaſed, had in 


his own right at the time of his death, directed 
the proper officers of the Soth-ſea company, Eaft- 
India company, and Bank of England, to lay be- 
fore them accounts thereof reſpectively, to the end 
your Com. might put what relates to the faid 
James Craggs in as clear a light as poſſible, before 
this houſe, which accounts are as follows, viz. _ 

Stock in the Sou7h-ſea company 87,000 J. 

Stock in the Eaff- India company 34,000 J. 

Stock in the Bank of Englaud 1,000 l. 
Amourting in the whole to 122,000 J. capital 
ſtock : Accounts whereof are hereunto annexed in 
the before-mentioned appendix Ne I. and in the 
eppendix No III. 


Your Com. finding that ſeveral viene and 


others had beeen concerned in partnerſhip with 
Mr. Knight, in buying and telling great quantities 
of South-ſea ſtock, and in giving out money for 


| rfuſals, your Com. proceeded to examine the ſe- 


veral perſons following, relating thereto. 
Mr. Edward Owen being examined, ſays, that 


he was concerned jointly with Mr. Holditch and | 


Mr. Knight, in buying about 20,000 J. South-ſea 
flock, in December 1719, which he believes at 
the time of buying was to have been equally di- 
vided among them; but in a few days altering 


5 mind, the ſame ſtock was ſold out at 8 5t. 
ols, 


That 
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That Mr. Knight ſome time after told the exa- 
minant he had bought ſome ſtock for himſelf, 
and if the examinant would have a part of it, 
Mr. Knight ſaid, he would deliver it to him, at 
the ſame price he paid for it, and the examinant 
did accordingly take of Mr. Knight 60001. at 


134 to 135, and 4000/7. at 177 to 178, which ſe. 


veral prices he paid Mr. Knight by adjuſtment. 
That Mr. Knight told the examinant he had 
had a tranſaction in South-/ea ſtock (as the exa- 
minant believes) by which Mr. Knight gained 
2500. or thereabouts, and that he paid the exa- 
minant 12157. 10s. 6d. for his own uſe, telling 
the examinant, that it was his ſhare of that profit. 
He ſays, that at the ſhutting of the books in 
December 1719, it was a general talk, that ſome- 
thing would be done to mend the South-ſea ſtock, 
and that he then heard it was likely ſome propo- 
ſals would he offered to the houſe of Commons 
relating to that matter: Being aſked, from whom 
he heard it, ſays, he believes he might have 


heard it from Mr. Knight, and probably from 


ſome of the directors, | 

That ſome time before Chriſtmas 1719, there 
was a quantity of South-/ea ſtock bought and ſold, 
in which this examinant, Mr. Knight, and Mr. 
Strode, were concerned with Turner and company, 
by which tranſaction the examinant gained for his 
part (to the beſt of his remembrance) between 4 
and cool, 


That after the ſhutting of the South-ſea books | 


in December 1719, Mr. S:rode bought large quan- 
tities of South-ſeg ſtock, at different prices, ſome 


of which ſtock was ſold, and the remainder 
taken and paid for; that theſe tranſactions 
; were on the account of the examinant, Mr. 
. Strode, Turner and company, and Mr. Knight, 


who were equally concerned: That in the month 
of February, they came to an adjuſtment, and up- 
* on 
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on making up the whole account of ſtock bought, 
and refuſals given, the examinant received 10, 500/. 
South-ſea ſtock as his ſhare, upon paying Mr. Strode 
6000/7. or thereabouts: And as to the particulars 


of ſuch tranſactions, he refers himſelf to Mr. Strode, 
who kept the account. | 


The ſaid Samuel Strode, being examined, ſays, 


that he did on the 26th of February 1719, buy of 
George Steed 1500. ſtock at 1704 of Thomas Car- 
bonnet 20001. at the ſame price; of Abraham Cor- 
doſo 2000 J. and of Moſes Barrow, 14,5001. at the 
ſame price, which ſums were ſo bought by him 
on account of Elias Turner, Sir George Caſwall, 


therein, in equal four parts. 


a broker, bought by this examinant's direction, and 
for his uſe, the following ſums viz 1000 J. at 
304 per cent. 50001. at 305, 20001, at 306, bool. 
at 308, and 6000 J. at 310; and the ſame day the 
examinant bought himſelf for his own uſe 201 . 
at 309, of Edward Adderly, and 2001. and 308, of 
James Round; that he paid for all theſe ſums by 
money or adjuſtments. | 
And this examinant ſays, that he did on the 
25th of March 1720, buy of Mr. Knight 10007. 
South-ſea ſtock, for his own uſe, at the rate of 310 J. 
per cent, And the examinant ſays, that he was 
concerned in buying and ſelling ſeveral large quan- 
tities of Souzh-ſea ſtock, and in giving out mone 


for refuſals of ſtock in partnerſhip with the ſaid 


Turner, Caſwall, and Sawbridge, Mr. Knight and 
Mr. Oren, viz. the ſaid Turner, Caſewall, and 
Sawbridge, and the examinant in one half, and 
Mr. Knight, and Mr. Owen, in the other half; 
the total of the ſtock, bought by them, and mo- 


ney given for refuſals, amounting to about 695,0007 
ſtock; accounts whereof are to this examination 
annexed, and ſigned by him, which accounts, he 


ſays, 


Mr. \Sawbridge, and the examinant, who were 
partneds 


That on the 31ſt of March 1720, Mr. Teſtard 
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ſays, are true; copies of which accounts are here. 
to annexed, in the appendix, N III. 
Mr. Richard Holditch, a late director, being 


examined, ſays, he was one concerned in buying 


and ſelling 15 or 20, ooo J. So9uth-ſea ſtock, and 
ſays he was concerned another time with Mr. 
Knight in Holland, in buying ſtock there, and 


ſelling it again, of which his part was about 


26, 000 J. ſtock, by which the examinant gained 


about 5000/7. and ſays he knows of no other tran- 
ſaction with Mr. Knight or Mr. Owen, either in 


ſtock or ſubſcriptions, ſince Michaelmas 1719. 


Your Com. being informed, that Zoſeph Share, 


broker, had been very much concerned in buying 


and ſelling South-ſea ſtock for Mr. Knight, they 


ſent for the ſaid Shaw, who being examined, ſays, 


that he had very large tranſactions with Mr. Kndvbt, 


but Mr. Knight charged him not to Keep any ac- 


count in his books, nor has the examinant any 
caſh account with Mr. Knight, entered in any of 
his books, but gave it in from day to day on 
ſheets of paper; that he always paid, or gave 
notes or bills on goldſmiths, for the ſtock and 
fubſcriptions which he from time to time fold for 
Mr. Knight, and which was delivered; that Mr. 
Knight was very angry with this examinant, on his 
giving into the houſe of Lords an account of 


ſtock fold by him for Mr. Knight ; that he deſir- 


ed the examinant to defer giving in the faid ac- 
count to the Lords, and that he would give him 
the names of perſons for whom the ſtock was 
ſold, which he ſhould inſert in that account: But 


this examinant did not receive ſuch names from 
him. That this examinant was with Mr. Knight 
leveral times, two or three days before he went 


away, and Mr. Knight defired to fee the account 


which this examinant intended to give into the 


houſe of Lords, of ſtock bought and Told for him: 
E about the 7, before Mr. Knight went 
© away) 
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away, this examinant inquired at the treaſury- 
office, where Mr. Knight was, and was told, he 
was gone to the other end or the town, by which 
he underitands to ſome in the miniſtry or the 
treaſury. He produced his leidger book, in the 
alphabet of which Mr. Knight's name is entered; 
but the three leaves, to which it refers, are torn 
out; he ſays, thoſe leaves were torn out by him 
belore the fitting of the Parliament, by Mr. 
Knighi*s direction, in the treaſury, or ſome other 
room in the South-ſea houſe. He ſays, there 
might be ſomething, and ſome other names in 
thoſe three leaves, which are not in the paper pro- 
duced by him at his examination: That he knows 


| of no Lord, nor Commoner, named in thoſe 


three leaves, ſave what are in the ſaid paper pro- 
duced ; which paper, he ſays, he took from his 
journal, from which the entries were poſted into 
the ſaid three leaves of the ſaid leidger, but can- 
not ſay that the ſame is an exact copy. He pro- 
duced ſeveral other books, ſeveral of the leaves 
of which are torn out, which concern Mr. Knight: 
That this examinant never kept a caſh book in 
his life: That all ſtock bought and ſold, is 
transferred or poſted from his journal, produced 


at his examination, into his ſaid leidgers, but the 


journal doth not contain all the matters -concern- 
ing monies that are entered in his leidgers; that 
page 80, and $1 are torn out of one of his leidgers ; 
that page 9, 10, 11, are torn out of ano- 


cher leidger (marked 3) as alſo page 7 defaced, 


All which pages, he remembers, contained ac- 
counts of Mr. Knight, and are referred to ,in the 
leveral alphabets of thoſe leidgers; that all theſe 
leidgers begin in January 1719. | 

Your Com. have other matters under their con- 
ſideration, upon which they are proceeding, and 
will in a ſhort time lay the ſame before the houſe. 


The 
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Ihe Fourth Reyorr. 
On Monday the 22d of May 721; Mr. Clay- 


ton, Chairman of the Committee of ſecrecy, | 
during the indiſpofition of Mr. Broderick, de- 
livered to the Commons this REPORT, viz. 


HE Com. of ſecrecy, Sc. ſince their for- 

mer report, having had intimation given 

them, that ſeveral large ſums of money had been 
+ Tent to divers perſons mentioned in the book of 
loans, formerly laid before this houſe by the late 
directors of the South-ſea company, for ſecurity 
whereof no ſtock has been actually transferred; 
they did by their order bearing date the 24th day 
of April laſt paſt, direct the preſent Sub-Governor, 
Deputy-Governor, and Directors of the South-/ea 
company, to lay before them an account of the 
names of all perſons who are mentioned in the 
faid book of loans to have borrowed money on 
ſtock, and the ſums by them reſpectively borrow- 
ed, for ſecurity whereof no actual transfer of ſtock 
had been made; purſuant to which order, upon 
the gth day of May inſtant, the ſaid court of di- 
rectors did lay before your Com. a book (by them 
intitled, An account of the names of ſuch perſons to 
whom loans have been made on South-Sea ſtock, who 
at the time when ſuch loans were made, do not ap- 
pear by any books to have transferred ſtock to the 
-South-Sea company, for the ſecurity thereof :) And 
the court of directors have added to the ſaid title, 
the words following; But as all or moſt of the mo- 
ney lent, was by granting permits to any names with-ff 
out diſtiniFion, or any regard had by whom the lock 
was transferred, it is doubted. that this account 
may be very defective; and it is probable, that ma- 
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ſtock, Which doth not appear to have been trans- 
ferred to the uſe of the company, x opal, 
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2 5 the names bereis May be. fiftitious, . and; that 


many others mqy be able to ſhew how, and by whom, 


the flock for the money lent them reſpectively was 


really transferred, if they ſhould be called upon ſo 


to do. And: your Com. obſerve, that the laſt 
mentioned book contains the names of ſeveral per- 
ſons mentioned in the aforeſaid book of loans, to 


have borrowed money upon ſtock, to the amount 
of 2, 18 1,944. 11s. upon the ſecurity of 578,888 4. 


And in relation to this matter, your Com pro- 
ceeded to examine, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 


the ſeveral perſons following, and do now lay be- 
fore the hauſe, the examination by them taken, in 
the words of the examinations themſclves d f 
Mr. Charles Lockyer, accountant to the Seuthe 
company, ſays, that he hath carefully examined 
the books of loans, and the books of transfers of 


the ſaid company, by order of the Com, of 
ſecrecy; and upon inſpection of the ſaid books 


does find, that the ſum of 2, 18 1,944 J. 115. has 
been lent by the ſaid company, at ſeveral times, to 


the particular perſons mentioned in an account 


drawn out by this examinant, upon the ſum of 
578,888 J. ſtock ſuppoſed to be transferred to the 
uſe of the ſaid company, as a ſecurity, for ſuch 
money; but this examinant, upon the ſtricteſt ex- 
amination of the books and accounts belonging to 
the South-ſea company, cannot find or diſcover, 
that any of the ſaid perſons, or any other for 
them, at the reſpective times of the loans made to 
them did make, or cauſe to be made, any trans- 
fer of ſuch ſtock upon which the ſaid loans are 
-© entered to be made, or of any ſtock. whatſoever, 


unto or for the uſe of the company, for ſecuring 


the re- payment of the money then borrowed, 


amounting in the whole to the aforeſaid ſum of 
2,181,944 J. 115. And this gxaminant does not 
Vor. VIII. 1G knew 
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know that any ſtock was transferred by, or for the 
ſaid perſons, for the ſecurity of the ſaid money, or 
of any part thereof. 
Sir John Blunt being examined, fays, he takes it, 
there was a good deal of money lent to the perſons 
who had bought ſtock; and in ſuch cafe the real 
borrowers were not the transferrers, but the perſons 
of whom they had bought, transferred the ſtock to 
Mr. Knight, Surman, or Powell, for ſecuring the 
money lent by the company. He ſays, He really 
believes that Mr. Knight generally made good the 
ftock which he has charged the company to have 
lent money upon, tho he has heard that ſome per- 


ſons are charged with borrowing money, who ne- 


ver did borrow any. He fays, he believes there is a 
conſiderable ; rs uantity of ſtock on which money is ſaid 
to be lent, where no ſtock is transferred; and the 
-exanminant apprehends that great part of that defi- 
ciency will be found among the 374, 300 fl. fictitious 
ſtock, faid to be ſold, which he believes has been 
transferred to the loan account. | 
Mr. Robert Surinan, being examined, as to the 
account of loans where no transferrs appear to be 
made, ſays, that he believes that Mr. Knight ha- 
ving accounts of ſtock with ſeveral perſons, he car- 


Tied their ſtock to the account of loans, He fays, 


when the loans were at firſt begun to be made, there 


were ſeveral waſte- books kept, wherein the ſums | 
. lent out were firſt entered, and all the papers and 
memorandums relating to the loans were given to 


Mr. Clayton, a clerk in the South-/ea houſe, but he 
does not remember whether he has ſeen thoſe books 
-Aince-the inquiry began or no. He ſays, chat the 
- teidgers of the loans (he believes) were made up a- 
bout a month before Mr. Knight went away: Says, 
he believes that ſeveral of the perſons who had the 
- ititious ſtock, had money lent: upon it on the com- 
pany's account; and in ſuch caſes no transfers 
could be made and he believes that part of the 
1 58 a 578,888“ 
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578,988“. Kock, on which money has been lent with- 


out transfers (appearing in the account nom produ- 


ced to him) is part of the 574, 500 J. fictitious ſtock. 
The ſaid Chriſtopber Clayton, being hereupon ex- 
amined by your Com. ſays, he and the clerks 


under him, did, by direction of the Com. of 


loans, and of Mr. Knight, make up the aceount of 


loans from books which he now believes are' at the - 
South. ſea houſe in the cuſtody of Mr. De Gols; that 


the inſtructions given him, were to thake dh ac- 


count from the copies of the journals ; '' that Mr. 


Knight peruſed this account when made, and exa- 
mined it, and corrected it by the journals and other 
books of his ohn; that Mr. Knight had the cuſtedy 
of the original journals; and before the copies from 
which this examinant took the account were made, 
the-examinant-believes that Mr: Kn:ght made ſome 
additions to the original journals from his own books. 
Says, that he never had any inſtructions or order 
from Mr. Knight, or any other perſon, to make this 
account in ſuch a manner, as not LEN the regu- 
err R per Cent, 


The Fifth Nina ano 
Nec on the 26th of May delivered to the Con 


mons, as Falle. 


HE Gommines of Secrecy, Se. Having on 
the 25th of May, inſtant, examined in the 
— ſolemn manner, Mr. Samuel Watts, a clerk in 
the treaſury- office of the Sous b. ſea company; he 


ſays, that ſome time in Fanuary laſt, about a fort- 


night after the firſt meeting of the Secret Com. at 
the South. ſea houſe, Mr. Lockyer came up into the 
treaſuryt room from the ſecret Com. and ſaid they 


wanted Mr. Chriſtopher Clayton, then a clerk to the 


MT company; who nat being there, he W 
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for the examinant; who ſaid, Here IL am; and 
then Mr. Lockyer inquired of the examinant, who 
the clerks were that made out the books of loans? 
And the examinant acquainted him, that himſelt, 
James Ottey, Geo. Woolley, and Stephen Criſp, were 
clerks employed in making out thoſe books; and 
then Mr. Lockyer went down: ſtairs, and deſired the 
examinant not to be out of. the way. That ſoon at- 

ter, Mr, Clayton came in, and the examinant told 

him the Com. wanted him below ſtairs. . Clayton 
then aſked him, if the examinant knew for what the 
Com. wanted him? The examinant replied, He 
did not know, but that Mr. Lockyer had de- 


ſired him to attend: Upon which Clayton ſaid, 


he heard the examinant had given Mr. Lockyer 
the names of the clerks who aifiiſted Mr. Clayton in 
making out the book of loans. Upon this Clayton 
faid with a curſe, What had you to do to tell their 
< names? If you had a mind to bring your ſelf into 
© a premunire, why ſnould you bring them; am not 


I ſufficient to give an account for them? And | 


walking about the room in a paſſion, ſaid, that the 
examinant had nothing to do to diſcover any thing: 
eſpecially to Mr. Lockyer, who was a rogue and a 


villain, and had diſcovered all; and that he would 


therefore be deſpiſed and piſſed upon by every bo- 
Uy; and then ſaid, that if this examinant was ſum- 
moned before the Com. of ſecrecy, he was to an- 
ſwer, That he knew nothing but that the exami- 


nant was ſubordinate to him, and that what the ex- 


'* aminant had done was by his direction, and he 
£ was anſwerable for it; and laying his hands vio- 
lently on the examinant's face, iqueezed his jaws 
very hard, and ſaid, if the examinant diſcovered 
* any thing he would be the death of him. That 
Clayton then asked the examinant, what he did 
* know? To which the examinant replied, he knew 
© enough, and that when he was examined before 
3 of * » * —_— * 


his 
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x c « his betters, he would tell the truth! Clayton .ask- 
, ed again, what the examinant did know? To 
˖ 15 which the examinant anſwered, he ſhould know 
0 5 in time. 8 n 8 

d | 1 

0 "The Sixth WEE 1 

d On Monday the 5th of June, Mr. Clayton de- 
0 4 Lvered the Nun REPoRT, vz. 

. HE Com. of Secrecy, Ge obferving Far in- 
d. ſtructions given them by the houſe, that they 


er ſhould proceed in the farther examination of the par- | | $ 
in culars of the 574,500 J. South-ſea ſtock, ſuppoſed 1 
eo be diſpoſed of between the ꝗth of February, 17 2. 
ir MW and the 12 of April following, they have acc 
to Y ingly proceeded therein, 
ot And your Com. examined in the moſt Gann 
nd manner William Compere, one of the perſons men- 
he tioned in the account of the ſaid 574, 500 J. ſtock ; 
g. and he declares he did not buy the quantity of ſtock 
Pain the ſaid account charged to be fold to him, nei- 
ald ther of the Soutb.ſea company, Mr. Knight, Mr. 
o- bSurman, or any other perſon concerned for the com- 
m. pany to his knowledge, nor had he any ſuch ſtock 
45. 5 or taken in for him by any of the perſons afore- 

1 al | 
= And the ſeveral other brokers and perſons men- 
he tioned in the Appendix (A) who are allo inſerted in 
io. che faid account as buyers of other parts of the ſaid 
aws J ſtock, having been examined by your Com. have in 
red the like manner denied their buying ſuch ſtock, or 
hat having the ſame taken in or held for them, and have 
did declared that their names are. in the ſaid account 
ew made uſe of without their knowledge or conſent, and 
ore your Com. obſerve, that the ſeveral ſums men- 
his tioned in the Appendix (A) amount to 339, 300 f. 

Saul h- dea ſtock. 
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APPENDIX. 
And from hence it is evident, that the names of 
the faid perſons have been fictitiouſiy made uſe of, in 


order to conceal the perſons for whoſe beneßt ſuch 


ſtock was really diſpoſed of. 

Mr. Carbonnel, a broker, in the ſaid account men- 
tioned, is in Holland, as your Com. is informed, and 
they have had no opportunity of examining him, or 
the other perſons mentioned in the Appendix, letter 
(B) hereunto annexed ; and the ſaid ſtock charged 
as ſold to them, amounts to 32, ooo J. 

As to the Locks of Parliament, and bes of 
this houſe, named in the ſaid account of ſtock fold, 


which account of ſtock amounts in the whole to 


124, 00 J. the particulars of which are mentioned in 


the Appendix (C); your Com. lay before the houſe 


all che examinations by them taken relating thereto, 


in the words of the examination themſelves. 


Mr. Robert Surman being examined, and ſhewed 
the ſaid accounts of ſtock ſold, as to the ſeveral arti- 


cles of 30,0007. and 2,000). Rok to Lord Chet-. | 


2oyud, of the 15th and 17th of February, 1719. at 
the rates of 179 and 182 J. per Cent. ſays, that 
when he was (by Mr, Knight's direction) preparing 
the ſaid account of ſtock ſold, to be laid before the 


houſe, Mr, Knight read thoſe ſums to him out of the | 


green book (mentioned i in his former examination) 
wherein this examinant at the ſame time ſaw the 
Lord Chetwynd's name, at the head of an account 
therein kept between his Lordſhip and Mr. Knight ; 


and the examinant verily . that his Lordſhips 


name and the aforeſaid ſums, and all other names 
and ſums which were read out of the ſaid green 
book, are real, and that ſuch perſons had ſuch ſtock 
actually held for them; and that theſe two ſums 
were really held by Mr. Knight for Lord Chet- 


- zoynd's benefit, | who had the power over ſo much 


ſtock, and had a right at any time to demand the 


Es in caſe of a Ri ? and he examinant ne- | 


Yo 
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ver heard that his Lordſhip either paid any Tera. 
or gave ſecurity for paying for the {aid ſtock.. 


Thar the ſeveral entries in the account book of locke 


ee VIZ. 


widths 


To Phan "— Ek 2000 


John Roberts, Eſq; 1000 
Edward Rolt, Eſq; ——-5000 


Samuel Tuffuel, Eſq; ——-5000 
2000 


John Br. dge, — 
Col. James Scot, ——1000 
Wilam C pier a Efq; 3000 
The fame per 3 
Thomas Nynne, Eſq; 2000 
William Forreſter, la; 1000 


Col. Monroe, —— 0000 7 


Patrick Halden, . —2000 
Edward Rolt, Eſq; —— 3000 
Earl of 73 2000 
Earl of Eſſex, -———2000 
+ Haddington, 2000 

—_ of Hincheſt 


m 2 


omery, — 


Sir Sr Homage Blundel, 1000 
dir Wilfred Lawſon, — Ipo 
William Young, 1 3000 

Col. 5 obs 


er — 2000 
it Banks, a oOo 
lia 


3 
"at 2 


at 
at 
ans 


March I. 


A Ditto. 


Ditto 11. 
Ditto 17. 
Ditto 21. 
Ditto 22. 


the ſame day. 


March 22. 
the ſame day. 
the ſame day. 
the ſame day. 
the ſame day. 
March 13. 


the ſame day. 


the ſame day. 


the ſame day. 


the ſame day. 


the lame day. 
the ſame day. 


the ſame days 
the fame days 
the fame days 
March 22. 


were al ad to d . Mr. Knight, out 
of the ſaid green book, and are of the ſame nature; 
and touching theſe ſums, he ſays the ſame as he has 

laid concerning the firſt mentioned ſums of 30, oool. 
and 2000ʃ. charged to be fold to the Lowe Chet- 


nd. 


ß,=a˖nůa arnicks of 


of 4000l. ſtock, and charged to be fold to Lieute- 


nant General Pepper, at 180. per Cent. 


This exa- 


minant ſays, it is of the ſame nature as the firſt men- 


2 4 


tioned 


K 


AP PEN DIN. 
tioned ſums; and farther, this examinant believes 
that General Pepper had ſuch ſtock taken in for him 
by Mr. Knight. 

- Mr. Knight ſome time after the faid 1 5th of Fe- 
bruary, told the examinant, that he had ſold it for 
the General, who was angry at his ſelling of it fo 
Joon, ſtock ſoon after riſing higher ; and the exa- 
minant believes (if there was any difference) the 
ſame was paid or accounted for by Mr. Knight to 
General Pepper. 

As to the article of 1088 at 276 FA per Cent, 
and 3000). at 300l. per Cent. of the 23d and 25th 
of March, charged to Sir William Gordon, the exa- 
minant ſays, they are of the ſame nature as the firſt 
mentioned ſums; and: farther, that he had ſeveral 


times ſeen Sir William Gordon with Mr. Knight, and 


verily believes the account of the faid ſums were 
adjuſted between them. 


As to the article of the 1 sth. of Ney of 
20, O00. to Lord Gower, he ſays, That that was a 


tranſaction of Mr. Gibbons, who brought el 
ons to 


Knight a paper, containing the names 

whom he had diſpoſed of the company? s ſtock, ſay- 
ing, Here is the account of the ſtock which I have 
< diſpoſed of. * he believes the ne names 
and ſums. | 


| e 
Lord Gorper for the ſaid 20,000 at 180 February 15, 
Lord Lanſdown for 5% 0 at 180 March 1. 
His Lordſhip more 5700 at 1765 the ſame day, 


were contained in the paper of Mr. Gibbon, and 
from that paper were entered by the examinant in 
the ſaid account of ſtock ſold, that he does not 
know -theſe names were in the green book, but 
believes an account was kept between Mr. Gibbon 
and Mr. Knight in the ſaid green book, the exami- 


nant —_— ſcen Mr. Gi#þ0n's name in that book, 


at 


282 


| APP EN D IX.. 
at the head of an account, and believes that theſe 
ſums were held or taken in for the uſe of the laid 
Lord Gower and Lord Land. , 
That the following entries in the account of 
ſtock ſold, vix. t 


1000l. to Sir Cop. Bampfeld, at 275 per Cent. March 22. 
1000. to Mr. J. Bampfield, at the ſame price and time. 
1000), to Sir Fohn Bland, at the fame. | 

1000l, to Sir Thomas Seabright, at the ſame. 

1000). to Henry Dracks, Eſq; at 2601. ſame day. 


1000. to Charles Longueville, Eſq; at 32504. March 0 


loool. to Sir William Carew, at 300 l. March 31. 


were all brought by Mr. Cbeſter to Mr. Knight, 
in a paper containing an account of the ſtock diſ- 
poſed of by him, in the ſame manner, as Mr. 

ibbon brought his particular ſums, and from that 


paper the examinant (by Mr. Knight's direction) 


entered theſe ſums in the account of ſtock fold. 

That in diſcourſe with Mr. Knight ſince this 
inquiry began, Mr. Knight has often expreſſed a 
great deal of uneaſineſs on account of ſtock ſold 
and bought for the company, ſaying, he had in 
theſe affairs obliged ſeveral perſons, whom he did 
not care to name. 

Your Com. at the requeſt of the faid Mr. 
Forreſter, examined Mr, Jobn Mark, banker, and 


as to the article of the 23d of March, 1719, of 


1000. Soutb-Sea ſtock charged to be fold to the 
laid Mr. Forreeſter at 2721. per cent. he ſays, he 
did about this time buy at market for Mr. For- 
reſter, 2000 or 3000/, South-ſea ſtock, at or about 
that price, and that Mr. Forreſter being difap-' 
| Pointed of money to pay for 10007. of it (Sir 
| Lambert Blackwell, who had bought an annuity” 
of 1007. of him, not paying for it, becauſe of an 
objection to the title) Mr. Forreſter applied to the 
cxaminant to lend him money upon the 1000. 
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ſtock, for two or three days, which the examinant 


not being able to do, he deſired him to get it for 


him of a friend; upon which the examinant ap- 


plied to Sir Lambert Blackwell, and he told him, 
he would ' aſk Mr. Knight to do it, which Mr. 
Knight by Sir Lambert deſire, accordingly did, 
upon the examinant's engaging to pay him the 


money in a few days, and the examinant named 


Mr. Forreſter to Sir Lambert Blackwell. 


The examinant afterwards told Mr. Forreſter, 
he had got the ſtock taken in for him for a few 
days, but did not tell him by whom; that in a 
ſhort time aſterwards, Mr. Forrefter paid the exa- | 


minant the principal and intereſt, and the exami- 
nant paid Mr. Knight. 
Mr. Mark, in a ſubſequent examination, * 


that (to the beſt of this examinant's remembrance,) 
the 1000/7. ſtock mentioned in his former exami- 
nation, was by Mr. Forreſter's direction, transfer- 
red to Mr. Sambrooke by this examinant, before 
this examinant paid Mr. Knight the money men- 


tioned in his ſaid former examintation. 


Sir Lambert Blackwell being likewiſe en 


at Mr. Forrefter*s requeſt, ſays, that about Febru- 
ary or March, 1719. Mr. Mark told the exami- 


nant, that he had bought 1000/. ſtock for Mr. 


Forreſter, and that Mr! Forreſter wanted money 
for a few days to pay for it ; Mr. Mark deſired 
the examinant to ſpeak to Mr. Knight to advance 
the money, (which the examinant accordingly 
did; and the examinant afterwards told Mr. Mark, 


that Mr. Knight did advance the money) upon his 


agreeing to repay it; and that he, Mr. Mark, re- 


Paid it with intereſt, very ſoon after it was ſo bor- 


rowed. 
Mr. John Edwin being alſo emma; at the 


deſire of Mr. Forrefter, ſays, he never heard of 


the ſaid 10007. till the account of ſtock ſold was 


lid before the houſe : That ſince that time he 


met 
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APPENDEFR. 
met Mr, Forreſter at a tavern, who ſeemed to be 
much fſurprized at the charge of 1000/, ſtock ta 
him, and. declared, that he knew. nothing of it; 
and he gave the examinant, and the reſt of the 
company there, ſuch a relation of the matter, as 
induced them to believe he was clear of the affair, 
but the particulars of this relation this examinant 
cannot remember. 

As to the article of 2000). ſtock charged ta 
Sir Montague Blunde!l (now Lord Blundell) your 
Com. (at his Lordſhip's requeſt): examined Wil- 
liam. Chetwynd, Eſq; Charles Colòourne, and Mr, 
Robert Surman. 8 Chetwynd ſays, that on or 
about the 2875 day of March, 1720, the faid 
Lord Blunde?! deſired this examinant to transfer 
gool. South-Sea ſtock, which the examinant had 
in truſt for Lord Blundell, to Mr. Knight, as an 
additional ſecurity for 1000). ſtock taken in by him 
for Lord Blundell, at 3161. per cent. amounting 
to 31501. which the examinant accordingly did.. 

That the examinant thinking the ſaid 500 I. 
ſtock, together with the ſaid 1000). ſtock, more 
than a ſufficient ſecurity for the faid 1607. did 
apply to Mr. Knight to take in 1000/. ſtock for. 


him (the examinant) upon the ſaid 50008. of ad- 


ditional ſecurity, at 3201. per cent. or there 
abouts, which Mr. Knight complied with at the 
ſole requeſt and deſire of the examinant. 

That neither this examinant, nor. Lord Blun- 
dell, have received any manner of profit or ad- 
advantage by either of the ſaid 10001. ſtock ; for 
the ſaid 20p0/. now remains in the hands of. Mr 
Knight, or his a m_ rogether with the 5007. 
ſtock additional ſecurity, which they in all =Y 
bability muſt loſe in this affair. 

The ſaid 20007). ſtock are diſtinct accounts; for 
this examinant did transfer to the ſaid Lord Blun- 
dels uſe, 250. ſtock, being his ſhare of the ad- 
ditiqnal ſecurity aforeſaid; and this examinant did 

believe, 


AI PPPEN DI X. 

believe, when this matter was tranſacted, that it 
Was an account with Mr. Kuigbt only, wherein 
the company was no ways concerned. 

The ſaid Charles Coleburne being examined ſays, 
| he did, on or about the 26th of March 1720, 
buy 10001. South-ſea ſtock, by the direQion of 
Mr. Thomas Holdip, and Mr. William Chetwynd 
or one of them, but for the account of the ſaid 
Lord Blundell,” at the rate of 3160. per cent. which 


ſtock was paid for by Mr. Surman, by order of 


Mr. Knight, on or about the 28th day of the ſaid 
March: 1720. and at the ſame time 500/. more 
ſtock was transferred by the ſaid Mr. Chetwynd to 
the, faid Surman, which (as the ſaid Chetwynd then 
informed this examinant) was ſo transferred for, 
and as a farther ſecurity for the repayment of 

3160 J. then paid for the ſaid 1000 J. ſtock at the 
bid rate of 3160. per cent. with intereſt for che 

me. 

The ſaid Surman being 1 ſays, there 
was 2000 J. ſtock charged to Lord Blundell, read 
to the examinant out of the green book, as he 
has ſaid in a former examination. 


That about the 26th of March, 1720. Wit. 


Liam Chetwynd brother-in-law to Lord Blundell, 
transferred 500 J. ſtock to this examinant, which 
he. underſtood was an additional ſecurity for ſtock 
taken in by Mr. Knight ; that after the inquiry 
oP in Parliament about the Southaſea affairs, 

r. Chetwynd came to the examinant to know 
how that 300 J. was applied; and the! examinant 
told him that it ſtill remained due from him to 
Mr, Chetwynd, and at that time Mr. Chetwynd 
told him the examinant, it was a ſecurity taken in 
by Mr. Knight for Lord Blundell and himſelf ; 
and this examipant believes Lord Blundell, was 
then with Mr. Chetwynd, by reaſon the exami- 
nant, thro” the hurry of buſineſs, had neglected 
to a take directions from Mr. Knight how to apply ons 
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The faid Mr. Robert Surman being at the req 
of Thomas Wynn, Eſq; farther examined by y 


Com, as to the ſaid ſtock. ſaid to be ſold by hi, 
ſays,” he can ſay no more concerning that matter 
than he has ſaid in his former examination. "> 


Sir John Blunt being examined the 26th of Ja. 


nuary, 1720, ſays, he was privy to the ſelling bf 


ſtock for the company; that he did himſelf diſpoſe 


of 6000 /. part of the company's ſaid ſtock, to Col. 


Monroe, a member of Parliament, at 275 7. per cent, 


chat to the beſt of the examinant's remembranc 


Col. Monroe deſired ſome ſtock to be taken in fe 
him (that is, to have the money advanced for him 
for ſo much ſtock) that he ſent one Lopez a broket 


to him, to take it in; but this examinant had leave 


ſrom ſome of the governors and directors, to let Mr. 
Monroe have ſo much of the company's ſtock; and 
upon that, this examinant told the broker he would 
take it in for him, and ſell it himſelf, that there was 


no ſtock transferred, but this examinant gave 


Knight an account of ſo much of the company's ſtock 
fold to Mr. Monroe; that in April laſt (to the beſt | 
of his remembrance) Col. Monroe, or his brother, 
deſired his ſtock might be ſold, and upon that, this 
examinant refered him to Mr. Knight to deliver &; 
that he does not know that Col. Monroe gave any 
ſecurity to the company to anſwer the 2751, per cent. 
other than the ſaid agreement made between this ex 
aminant and the ſaid broker. LO 
That he alſo diſpoſed of 1000 /. oth part of the 
company's faid ſtock, to Zo. Banks, Eſqz. (a: mem. 
ber of this kouſe) at 2107. per cent. who defired'th 
examinant to ſel] him ſo much ſtock at the market 
price, and to take his note, payable in a month or 
fix weeks, for the money which he accordingly did, 
which was paid abour May following, at which time, 
the ſtock was advanced in value; and this examinant 
paid that money to Mr. Knight for the companys 
uſe, ſoon after he received ir, 418 
That 


APPENDIX. 
+ That after the time of agreeing with Mr. Banks 
for this ſtock, it fell in value for ſome time; that this 
was thus tranſacted. Sir Fobn Blunt gave Mr. Bank; 
a note to transfer the quantity of ſtock, and took Mr. 
Ban#*s note for the money: Sometime after theſe 
notes wers given, and after the money paid, Mr. 
Bank deſired to borrow 40901. (as he believes) on 
this ſtock ; and he believes Mr. Knight took this 
examĩnart's note as ſo much ſtock; that he believes 
Mr. Knight lent him 40001. accordingly, in June 


laſt; that he had no view towards the facilitating the 


bill in che diſpoſal of this ſtock, the ſaid Mr. Monroe 
and Mr. Banks being inclined to paſs the bill, before 


che ſtock was diſpoſed of to them (as they had de- 
clared to him.) Your Com. at the deſire of the ſaid 
Ool. Monroe examined Gabriel Lopez a broker, as to 


the faid 6000l, ſtock charged to be ſold to Col. 


Manroe; and he ſays, that about the middle of 
Merch 1743, the ſaid Col, Monroe ſent for him to 
Garaway's Coffee-houſe, and gave him a letter di- 


reed: to. Sir John Blunt, in which (to the beſt of 
the examinant's remembrance) Col. Monroe deſired 


him to take in for him 6000l. South-ſea ſtock. at in- 


tereſt, and that he would repay him again in a 


mouth. At the ſame time, Col. Mouroc ordered 


exami nant to buy for him the faid ſum of 6000). 
Caut b. ſea ſtock, which the examinant did at the ſame 
time, of Sir Jobn Blunt, at 2751. per cent, which 


was the then market price; and Sir Jobn Blunt did 


at the fame time agree to place the ſaid ſum of 6000. 


- Seuth-ſea ſtock, to Col. Monro?'s account; and ſays, | 


that within a month afterwards, Col. Monroe order- 
ed him to ſell the ſame 60001. South-ſea ſtock again; 


which he accordingly did, to Mr. P atter ſon, at 3 3g0l. 
cent. And Mr. Patterſon and, Mr, Surman, by 


arder of Sir John Blunt, did adjuſt the ſaid ſtock 


with Col. Mozroe, who did (to the beſt of his re- 
eee rar Wort 04. ep rr and Sir 
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oba Blunt, gave the examir ant commiſſion for ſel- 
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ling the ſaid ſtock, Ne 35:04 468 
The ſaid Thomas Patterſon being hereupon exa- 
mined by your Com. at the deſire of the ſaid Col. 
Munroe, he ſays, that at the latter end of March, 1718, 


Col. Monroe, defired the examinant to lay out ſome 


money for him in South. ſea ſtock; upon which, the 


examinant gave the Colonel a letter of credit on Mr. 


Lopez, (who tranſacted moſtly the examinant's buſi- 
neſs) to act for the ſaid Col. Monroe, to the value 
of 120, ooo J. in a day or two after (the examinant 
ſays) the Colonel intreated him to take in 60001. 
Sourh-ſea ſtock for a month, which ſtock he would 
\purchaſe z the examinant being much out of caſh, 
which prevented his complying, he went with the 
Colonel to the Sword-blade company, and proffered 
himſelf as a farther ſecurity to Sir George Caſtwall, 
if he would take in the ſaid ſtock. Sir Gearge ac- 
qua inted them, he had diſpoſed of all the money he 
could ſpare, and the then examinant came from che 
Cord. blade office with the Colonel to Garraway's 
Coffee-houſe; Sir Jobn Blunt being in the coffee- 
room s the examinant ſaid to the Colonel, you are 


acquainted with Sir John Blunt, he is a monied man 


aſk him to lend che money on 6000. South-ſex ſtock, 
and tell him, I will be a farther ſecurity for ſeemg 
the money repaid. Upon this the Colonel went d 


Sir Jobn Blunt, and in a little time aſter the exami- 


nant went to them, and told Sir Fobw Blunt he 
would be bound: for any money he ſhould dend che 
Colonel on ſtock, which Sir Jobs Blem# did not - 
ject to, and from that time the examinant thought 
himſelf bound to ſee the money repaid, which Sir 
Jobn Blunt ſhould lend the Colonel on ſtock ; and 
in a few days after; the Colonel acquainted the ex- 


ammant, that Lopea had bought for him 60007. 


South-ſea ſtock, at 257 1. per cent. and that Sir 
Jobi Blunt had lent the money, and deſired the ex- 
aminant to be ready to anſwer the difference if any 


ſhould 
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ſhould happen; the examinant told the Col. he was 
ready when Sir John Blunt ſhould demand it. That 
in the beginning of April, Sir Jobn Blunt at the 
South. ſea houſe, told the examinant he ſhould want 
.his money. before the 1ſt of May, 1720, and there- 
upon the examinant aſſured him he might depend on 
its being repaid, for he would ſell the ſtock and ſee 

it performed. + Accordingly the examinant fold the 
fiock i in April, and Sir Jobn Blunt ſent, the exami- 
nant's broker to Surman to deliver the Stock. He ſays 
the money with intereſt was repaid Surman on the 
delivery of the ſtock, and that he did not know Sir 
Job Blunt ſold the ſtock, or that it was the compa- 
ny's, till January laſt, for the tranſaction appeared to 


the examinant as if it had been _ Sir Jobws own | 
account. * 


Four Com. icing received a letter from Mr. 
"Ronbs,defiring that Sir Jobn Blunt might be. farther 
examined as to the ſaid 1000. ſtock : Your Com. 
accordingly again examined him, and he ſays, that 
the never did tell Mr. Banks that this was the com- 
pany's ſtock till about Chriſtmas laſt, and he believes 
till that time Mr. -Banks did not know that it was ſo; 
that about Chriſtmas laſt, after this inquiry began, 
the examinant went to Mr. Banks, and told him, 


this 19904, Mas the company's ſtock; at which Mr. 


Banks was very much ſurprized, but faid, that it ſig- 
niſied nothing to him, or to that effect: The ex- 
aminant ſays, he alſo (by the direction of Mr. 

» Knight) offered to leave Mr. Banks's name out of the 

Iſt; which Mr. Banks refuſed, faying, as he had 
bought it, and honeſtly paid for it, and more than 
ke could afterwards have bought it for, he would not 
have his name cancelled, or to that effect; that Mr. 
. Banks alſo, a day or two after wards, wrote the ex- 
aminant a letter to this purpoſe, . which letter us; ag 
at preſent miſlaid,, 

.-3 Your Com. likewiſe, at Mr. Banks's — ex- 


amined Mr. ew n. n e 


PN. 81 
$ that he was not preſent either when his father Jeep 

t Banks, Eſq; bought the ſaid 1000 J. South. ſea ſtock 

3 of Sir Fohn Blunt, or paid him 3100/7. for it, on 

t the 6th of May 1720, but was informed thereof by 

- his father, who talked of it publicly, not as a fa- 

n your done him, nor a thing to be concealed, but as 
C an accidental bargain, and often ſaid, he could have 
e bought it ſoon afterwards near 500 J. cheaper in Ex- 
i cbange- alley. | . 
5 That about the th or 1 oth of June, when ſtock was 
e 550l. per cent. and the South. ſea company were ma- 
ir king a loan of 400l. per cent. on their ſtock, the 


4 examinant deſired his father either to borrow or let 
0 him borrow 4cool. on that ſtock ; which he con- 
mM ſented to, but told the examinant, that Sir ohn Blunt 
(co ſave the charge of a transfer, and being in a hurry) 


r. had only giving him a note for transferring the ſaid 
er ſtock, and then gave the examinant the ſaid note, 
n. of which he kept a copy, and the ſame is in the 
at following words. | 5 


yg Ne 
es May 6th, 1720. 

d'; I F Promiſe to transfer to Joſeph Banks, E/q; 
in, I or order, 10001. South- ſea flock, value 
m, | ES a a, OC AWE . . 
Ir. SHUNT John Blunt, 
* | 151 925 

x- Which note the examinant, on the ioth of June, 


lr. IF carried to the South. ſea houſe, and inquired for Sir 
the Jobn Blunt; and after ſome time found out the room 
"ad at the bottom of the great ſtairs, where he was with 
aan WF frveral other gentlemen, and was called in, and 
not IF ſhewing him the note, told him, that he was come 
Ar. d have the ſaid 1000. ſtock transferred to Mr. 
ex- Banks, which Sir John Blunt ſaid he would do im- 
has I mediately ; but there being then a great crowd, he | 
I Leſired the examinant to fjay a quarter of an hour, R 
ex- which the examinant accordingly did, bur the crowd 
ys, © Hill continuing, Sir Fobs Blunt refuſed to go; at 
hat I + Vat. VIr £ which 


\ 
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which the examinant being angry, and not willing 
to wait any longer, Sir John ſaid, he would deſire 
Mr. Kuight to do it for him, and that he would tranſ- 
fer the like ſum to Mr. Knight another time; which 
the examinant conſented to, and gave him up his 
ſaid note, taking of him at the ſame time another 
note, in the following words, | 


Tame 20th, 1720. e 0 
' Promiſe to transfer to Robert Knight, 
IE: or order, 10001. South-fea ſtocł, 
value received 1o00l, South- ſea ſtock of 
John Banks, E.: . 

| John Blunt, 


Which note the examinant immediately conveyed 
to Mr. Knight in a room up ſtairs at the South-ſea 
houſe ; and having acquainted him with the matter, 
gave him Sir John Blunt's laſt mentioned note, upon 
which he made an entry in a book, which the exa- 
minant ſays, he thought was transferring it, but the 
examinant did not ſign any thing, but received from 
Mr. Knight 4oool. for his father's uſe, as a loan up- 
on the ſaid ſtock ; which Mr. Knight very readily 
3 without taking any note or ſecurity for it, 

rom the examinant, ſave the delivering up Sir Jobi 
Bluni's note as aforeſaid, 

That there was not one word paſſed from Sir John 
Blunt to Mr. Knight, as if that ſtock had been the 
company's ſtack, nor did the examinant think, or 
in the leaſt ſuſpect it to be ſo; that the ſaid 40000. 
is not yet repaid, but remains due upon the ſaid ſtock, 
for ought he knows, - 

Your Com. at the requeſt of Col. Scott, examined 
Charles Aſzill; who ſays, that on or about the iſt 
day of April, 1720, he did, by order of Mr. Thomas 
Patterſon, buy of Mathew Weymondſold, 1 oool. South- 
ſea ſtock, at 309. per cent. to be paid for on the 


terſon 


4th of the ſame month; that applying to Mr. Pat- 


e e i ©) ah mm w.- 
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ter ſon for the money to pay for the ſame, he ordered 
this examinant to go to Mr. Knight in the name of 
Col. James Scott, to borrow it; that the examinant 
accordingly went, but Mr. Knight would lend no 
more than 2300 J. on the ſaid 1000 f. ſtock, be- 
ing after the rate of 250/. per cent. of which this 


examinant acquainted Mr. Patterſon; who approving 


thereof, gave this examinant 390. to reduce the 
ſaid 10004. ſtock from zog, to 2501. per cent. 


which being done, the ſaid 1000/7. ſtock was, on 


the ſaid: 4th of April, 1720, transferred by Mr. Sur- 


man, by Mr. Knight's order, at 2 gol. per cent. that 
this whole affair was tranſacted by the direction of 


Mr. Patter/on, and the examinant did not know Col. 
Scott till a conſiderable time after. 

The ſaid Mr. Aſgill being alſo examined, at the 
requeſt of Col. Monigomery, as to the ſaid 2000), 
ſtock charged to be fold to him; ſays, that on or 
about the 29th of March, 1720, this examinant, by 
the order of Mr. Thomas Patterſon, went to Mr, 
Robert Knight in the name of Col. Montgomery, to 


. borrow money on 2000/. Sourh-ſea ſtock, which 


Mr. Knight complied with ; but faid, he would lend 
no more than 50007. on 2000). ſtock, being at 
the rate of 2501. per cent. unleſs 300l. ſtock more 
was transferred to him, or his order, as a farther ſe- 
curity, and then he would lend 6300. being after 
the rate of 3131. per cent. the then market price; 
but told this examinant, that if the gentleman had 
not bought the ſaid 2000). ſtock, not to let him buy it, 
for that he (Mr. Knight) would fell it him, rather than 
puzzle his accounts with transfers, and being at the 
trouble of raiſing the money; of which this exami- 
nant acquainted Mr. Patterſon, who approving there- 
of, ordered the examinant to buy the ſaid 20001). 
ſtock: of Mr. Knight, which he did accordingly at 

3161. per cent. and Mr. Knight agreed to continue 


| the faid 200k OW in his own name, on condition 


f 2 that 
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that the ſaid 5ool. ſtock was transferred, as a far- 


ther ſecurity for the taking of the ſaid 20007. ſtock, 


and payment of the ſaid 6300. being 31 5. per cent. 
agreed to be paid as aforefaid with intereſt, which 
5oo!. additional ſtock was accordingly transferred 


to Mr. Surman by Mr. Knight's order, on the ſame 


day, or the day following : That this whole affair 


was tranſacted by Mr. Patterſor's direction, and that 


he did not know Col. Montgemery till a month after, 


or longer. 


. Your Com. examining the ſaid Patterſon, at the 
requeſt of the ſaid Col. Scott, and Col. Montgomery, 
he ſays, that about the latter end of March, 1719, 


Col. John Montgomery and Col. James Scott, deſired 


the examinant to buy ſome Southaſea ſtock for their 
uſe, and upon their account, which the examinant 


conſented to; and thereupon ſent for Mr. Aſgill a 


broker, and gave him directions to buy 3000. 
South-ſea ſtock, viz. 2000l. for Col. Montgomery, 
and 1000). for Col. Scott, and told Aſgill he would 


give any ſecurity that ſhould be demanded by any 


perſon, who would take in the ſaid 3000. ſtock, 


Aſfzill then ſaid to the examinant, he would go and | 
| propoſe it to Mr. Knight; and Aſpill returned to the 


examinant in half an hour, and acquainted the ex- 
aminant, Mr. Knight would take in 2000/. ſtock 
for Col. Montgomery, if 5001. more ſtock was 


transferred to him for ſecuring the ſame : And that 
Mr. Knight would lend 2500/. money on 1000/. | 
_ ſtock for Col. James Scott, both which the exami- 


nant approved of, and ordered Aſgill to buy the 
1000. ſtock for Col. James Scott, and gave him 
money to reduce the ſtock to 2501. per cent. and the 
examinant transferred the 300. ſtock to Mr. Knight 


for Col. Montgomery. g | 
Sir John Blunt being examined, and aſked whether | 
he did not know, or believe that the ſaid 374, 5000. 


ſtock, or any part thereof, was diſpoſed of to facilitate 
the paſſing of the bill in Parliament? He ſays, that 
| | PE, the 


PPV 

the firſt parcel (to the beſt of his remembrance) of 
the ſaid ſtock which was diſpoſed of (as thisexaminant 
was informed by Mr. Gibbon one of the directors) 


was about the ſum of 20, ooo J. or 30, ooo J. ſold or 


diſpoſed of by the ſaid Gibbon (to the beſt of his re- 


membrance) that the intention thereof was for the 


ſervice of, and to make more friends for the com- 
pany, and he does not know at what price: That 
he does not know whether any money was, or was 


not paid to the company for the ſaid ſtock, nor 
does he know any thing more relating to the ſaid 


tranſaction. . ; 
Your Com. examining the ſaid Mr. Gibbon as to 
the account of ſtock entered in the caſh-book to be 
ſold, he ſays, he never ſaw any account of it, but 
what is in the book, until a paper drawn up by Mr. 
Knight was ſhewn him, after the order of the houſe of 
Commons, and he looked upon it but curſorily. | 
He ſays, that about the latter end of February laſt 
Mr. Knight faid to him, it would be for the compa- 
ny's advantage to ſell ſome ſtock, it being then at a 
good price, between 170 and 180 J. per cent. and if 
the bill did not paſs, it would be well fold, and if it 
did paſs, the reſt would ſell at a better price; that 
he does not know that the company had then ſtock 
to diſpoſe of. 8 | 
- That Mr. Knight ſaid, he was to take upon him- 
ſelf the tranſacting that ſtock, and the perſons to 
whom it was to be delivered were to be accountable 
for the price; but that he was to tranſact this on be- 
half of the company; and that the perſons who were 
to have it, might either have it transferred to them, 
or take the difference. | 
He does not know of any ſtock diſpoſed oß to 
any member of either houſe of Parliament, except 
what is mentioned to be done by him in the account 
delivered into the houſe; and does not remember 
any one elſe deſired ſtock. _ 
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He believes that Mr. Knight told him, that Mr, 


Holditch and Mr. Hawes diſpoſed of ſtock to members 
of the houſe of Commons, who are not named in the 


account delivered into the houſe. 


As to the 20,0007. charged in the account to 
Lord Gower, he ſays, that Lord Gowey ſent to him 
about the latter end of February laſt, to help him 
to buy 20,0007. ſtock, which this examinant ſaid he 
would try to do, and believed he could do it; that 
the ſame day, or the next day, this examinant ſpoke 


to Mr. Knight, and aſked him to undertake to deli- 


ver this ſtock at three months time at 180 J. per cent. 
which he complyed with; and this examinant took 
Mr. Knight's note for ſo much ſtock according]y ; 
and it was underſtood that the ſtock was to be deli- 
vered three months after, it being not paid for be- 
fore, with the intereſt in the mean time: That he 
gave Lord Gower his own note for the delivery of 
this ſtock in three months, and took his Lordſhip's 
note to accept it, and pay the money in three months 


time with intereſt; in the mean time, that there 


was 4000 J. South-ſea ſtock transferred to this exa- 


minant by a ſteward of the Duke of Rutland; and 


Lord Gower told the examinant, that the faid 4000 l. 
ſhould be transferred to him as a farther ſecurity, and 
that the Duke of Rutland was concerned in the bar- 
gain; ſays, that the ſtock was accordingly transfer- 
red to him a few days afterwards ; and Lord Gower 
told him, ſome part of the 20,000 J. ſtock was at- 


terwards ſold at about gool. per cent. (as he believes) 


and this examinant faid, that Mr. Knight received 
the money, and kept the account of it, and believes 
that Lord Gower did not know that Mr. Kz:ght 
trarffacted it; and fays, that this examinant's agree- 
ment with Mr. Knight for the delivery of this ſtock, 
was abſolute in all events; when Mr. Knight after- 
wards, upon making up the account of ſtock ſold, 
told) this examinant that this 20, 000 J. was compa- 
py*s ſtock, and muſt be put down ſo; the exami- 
| nant 
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nant ſaid, then he muſt give him his own name and 
the name of Lord Gower, to whom it was diſpoſed 
of ; believes, that other part of this ſtock was ſold 
at 350 J. per cent. and the other part at 4007. per 
cent. and that no part of the money was 
paid by Lord Gower till after the firſt parcel of 
the ſtock was ſold, which was much ſooner than the 
time of payment, and the account was made up by 
Mr. Knight about the end of the three months. 

As to the two ſums of 500 J. ſtock each, charged 
in the account to Lord Lanſdown, thisgxaminant had 
a note from his Lordſhip for acceptance and pay- 


ment, and his Lordſhip agreed to give ſecurity, but 


the price of ſtock riſing, this examinant did not in- 
ſiſt upon it. « | | 
He believes, that both parcels of ſtock were ſold 
in about a month's time, and that part of it was 
transferred to Lord or Lady Lanſdown, and the ac- 
count of it was made up, and the money to be paid 
allowed with intereſt: That this examinant believes 
Lord Lanflown had no knowledge of this being the 
company's ſtock z that he gave Lord Lan/down two 
notes for delivery of the ſtock, and depended upon 
Mr. Knight for it; and believes Mr. Knight intend- 
ed to charge the ſaid Lord Lanſdown's ſtock ro the 
company's account, if he could get it allowed, other- 
wiſe he was to anſwer it himſelt. And this exami- 
nant took a note from Mr. Knight to himſelf for de- 
livery of the ſaid 20,000 7. ſtock, and alſo of the ſaid 
two 500 J. ſtock ; and that Lord Lanſdoꝛun's name 


was inſerted in the account in the ſame manner as 


Lord Gers. 

Mr. Cheſter being examined, ſays that the ſtock 
he diſpoſed of to members of Parliament, they ac- 
tually-bought of him, and he believes knew not that 
ſuch ſtock was the company's. After ſuch members 
had bought the ſtock of him, this examinant went to 
Mr. , and bought ſo much ſtock of him, and 
ordered im to deliver it to thoſe gentlemen, to Ow 
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he had ſo ſold it; and after he had agreed with Mr. 
Knight, the examinant referred them to Mr. Knight, 
with whom he believes they tranſacted it. 


— 


That the dates entered in the accounts of ſtock are 


not true, as he believes. b 


That the perſons to whom he ſold the ſtock, were 


' J. I. per cent. 
Henry Dracks, Eſq; 1000 at 260 
Sir Copp. Bamfield 1000 at 275 
FJobn Bampfield, Eſq; 1000 at 275 
Sir Foby Bland 1000 at 275 


Sir Thomas Seabright 1000 at 275 
Charles Longueville, Eſq; 1000 at 325 
Sir William Carew, Knt. 1000 at goo 


which two laſt, (by reaſon of the price) he believes, 


were after the bill paſſed. 

That as to Mr. Dracks, the examinant ſays, there 
had been ſeveral years dealings between him and Mr. 
Dracks, the examinant ſeldom receiving leſs than 


4000 J. per ann. on Mr. Dracks's account, and there 


was a running account between them at the time of 
this tranſaction; that Mr, Dracks ſome time after the 
buying the ſtock for him, did pay the examinant 
2600/. for it, and the examinant forthwith paid 


that ſum to Mr. Knight, or Mr. Surman, for the 
ſame, TIE 


nant ſays, he had letters from them for the accep- 
tance of ſuch ſtock 3 and particularly from Sir Copp. 
and Mr. Bampfield, and ſome time after- ſtock be- 
ing fallen 3o or 40 per cent, Mr. Bampfield came to 
the examinant, and told him that Sir Copp. and him- 


ſelf were ready to take the ſtock whenever he plea- 


ſed ; and about the ſame time Sir William Carew 

made him the ſaid offer. :\ ih | 
Sir John Bland's ſtock was afterwardslll 

lieves) ſold for himſelf by Mr, Knight... 


As to Sir Copp. Bampfield, Mr. Bampfield, Sir | 
Jobn Bland, and Sir Thomas Seabright, the exami- 


APP E N DI X. 
That Mr. Longueville came to the examinant, and 
offered the money for his ſtock ; and rhe examinant 


| acquainted him, that he had tranſacted it with Mr. 


Knight, and ſent Mr. Longueville to him, and he 
paid the money to Mr Knight. (as the examinant Ve- 
rily believes.) 


The examinant ſays, he does not know that the 


ſtock ſo diſpoſed of by him, was part of the fictitious 


ſtock ſaid to be fold by the company; but as to his 
belief he cannot anſwer z that at the time he bought 
this ſtock of Mr. Knight, he really believed it was 


Mr. Kn:gh/*s own private ſtock, and did not know, 


nor had heard that Mr. Knight ſold or tranſacted any 
of the company's ſtock at that time or before. 


That when he wanted to buy ſtock, he ſometimes 


bought it of Mr. Knight. 
That when he thus diſpoſed of the aforeſaid ſtock, 
he had had a conſiderable quantity of his own ſtock, 


but he did not fell the ſaid gentlemen his own ſtock, 


but bought it of Mr. Knight for them as aforeſaid: 


That he did not know that this was the company's 


ſtock, till about the time he ſaw the account of 
ſtock ſold, prepared by Mr. Knight to be laid before 
the houſe 3 and then Mr. Knight told him, that the 


| ſtock which he had fold him was part of the ſtock 


ſold by the company. 

Sir Robert Chaplin being examinedastothe 1 ooo 
South-ſea ſtock ſold to him and Edward Rolt, Eſq; 
by Mr. Knight, in February. 1719, at 1745 J. per 
cent, ſays, the agreement with Mr. Knight for this 
ſtock was verbal, and neither the examinant nor Mr. 
Rolt gave any note to pay for it; that neither he nor 
Mr. Rolt knew it was the company's ſtock, but thought 
it was bought with Mr. Knigh: 's Money ; that Mr, 
Knight and he going in a coach together to Weſtmin- 
ter, the examinant complained he had not money, 
upon which Mr. Knight offered to buy 500017. ſtock 
for him; that at Veſtminſter Mr. Rolt made the 
lame complaint of want of money, and the exami- 


nant 
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APPENDIX 


nant told him what had paſſed between him and Mr. 
Kaight; and then Mr. Rolt and the examinant agreed 
to have 100007. ſtock in partnerſhip, Mr. Knight 
agreeing to get it for them, that Mr. Rolt and he 
afterwards agreed to ſell this ſtock at 197 l. per cent. 
and Mr. Knight paid them the difference of the ad- 
vanced price. | | 
Sir John Fellows being examined as to the ficti- 
tious ſtock ſold, ſays, that he heard that Mr. Rol- 
of Hertfordſbire had ſome ſtock held for him by the 
company; and ſays, that he did not pay the money for 
it, (as this examinant believes) that he has alſo heard 
Mr. Fynn, a Member of Parliament, had ſome ſtock 
held for him in the ſame manner, without paying 
for it (as he believes:) That he. believes he has lately 
heard, that Lord Lanſdoum and Lord Gower had 
ſome of this ſtock held for them in the ſame man- 
ner: And that theſe things were generally tranſacted 
by Mr. Knight, and that he ſhould rather belicve 
that no money was paid by them for it. | 
Mr. James Colebrook being examined, ſays, that in 
December, 1719, he became acquainted with Sir Wil- 
liam Gordon (one of the commiſſioners of the army 
accounts) the examinant having then a memorial 
depending before the ſaid commiſſioners : That he 
was told by Mr. Dent, a clerk there, that Sir Wil- 
liam ſeeing that memorial, aſked him if it was the 


examinant's? Which Mr. Dent ſaid it was; that the | 


warrant upon it was ſigned, and Sir Milliam came to 
the examinant the next day, and told him he had 
ſigned his warrant, and deſired ſome of the ſubſcrip- 
tion, which the examinant then took in; and he de- 
fired to have 5000). of it; the examinant told him, 
he would ſpeak to ſome of the managers, which he 
did; and thereupon Sir William Gordon had 2000“. 
of that ſubſcription ; and the examinant gave him 
3000, of his own ; that this was the beginning of 
his acquaintance with Sir WÄilliam Gordon; that on 
or about the 17th of February, 1719, Sir 2 

5 | | Gordon, 
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Gordon, (whom your Com. obſerve charged in the 
faid account of ſtock fold, to have bought 7,000). 


part thereof) gave the examinant orders to give out 
12 Guineas per Cent. for the refuſal of South-ſea 
ſtock, for three months, at the rate of 200/. per 
Cent. And the examinant the next day (as he re- 
members) informed Sir William by letter, that he had 
accordingly done it for 5000). ſtock ; that his part- 
ner, Mr. Ruck, ſigned the contracts ſor 3500). part 
of it ; and the examinant indorſed a contract made 
by Mr. Boys of Kent, for the remaining 4000/1. About 
the middle of May, Sir William demanded a per- 
formance of this bargain, which was accordingly 
compleated, and he believes Sir William gained con- 
ſiderably thereby. | 
That in February, or the beginning of March, 
1719, on or about the day when the houſe of Com- 


- 


mons was in a Committee about the South-ſea bill, 


Sir William Gordon came to the examinant, and de- 


fired him to lend him ſome thouſand pounds on 


South-ſea ſtock, he believes, a ſum to purchaſe no 


leſs than 4000/7. South-/eq ſtock, which the examinant 


told him did not ſuit his conveniency to do, and the 
examinant refuſed it; he was very prefling; Upon 
this he deſired the examinant to go with him to 
Mr. Knight, but the examinant cannot remember 
whether Sir William Gordon or he fuſt mentioned 
Mr. Knight's name: This examinant accordingly 
did go along with him, and they found Mr. Knight 
and Mr. Hawes together in the treaſury-room, at the 
Sous h-ſea houſe. Mr. Hawes came to the examinant, 
and aſked him, who that was with him? He told 
him it was Sir William Gordon, Mr. Hawes aſked 
what he wanted? The examinant ſaid he wanted 
money, Which it did not ſuit his conveniency to ſup- 
ply him, or words to that effect. Upon this Mr. 
Hawes went to Mr. Knight, and Mr. Knight came to 
Sir William, and the examinant told Mr. Knight 
what Sir William Gordon wanted, then Mr, * 
| an 
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and Sir William went to the other end of the room, 
and the examinant believes that Mr. Knight then let 


Sir William have ſome of the South-ſea company's 


ſtock at the market price, without paying any mo- 
ney for it, but does not know what ſum ; his reaſon 
for his belief in this matter is, becauſe in converſation 
with Sir William Gordon in May following, he told 
the examinant, that he had made up with Mr. Knight 
the ſtock which Mr. Knight had accommodated him 
with, which the examinant now beheves was the 
company's ſtock, which Mr. Knight had let Sir Wil- 
liam have in February or March, 1719, as aforeſaid ; 
that he thinks Sir William mentioned his thus making 
it up by way of regret, that he ſhould have made it 
up ſo ſoon, the ſtock ſoon afterwards riſing higher 
than it was at that time. 

The ſaid William Dent being examined, ſays he 
did apply ſeveral times to have Mr. Colebroob's de- 
bentures ſigned; that he ſpoke to all the commil- 
fioners, particularly to Sir William Gordon; that at 
the ſame time Sir William aſked the examinant, whe- 
ther Mr. Colebrook was the ſame perſon that was con- 
cerned ' in the undertaking, called Rams and Cole- 
brooks inſurance? The examinant told. him he was: 
Upon which Sir William ſaid he muſt have ſome of 


it; and Sir W/lliam deſired the examinant to meet 


him in the city, for he wanted to ſpeak to Mr. Cole- 
brook; that the examinant acquainted Mr. Coleorok 


thereof, and Sir Villiam and the examinant met him 


accordingly ; but the examinant cannot ſay whether 
they met at Mr. Co/ebro94's houſe or at a tavern ; nor 


does he remember the cohverſation, or whether the 


debenture was ſigned before or after that time; that 
ſome time between Chriſtmas and the expiration of 


the commiſſion, on the 1oth of March, 1719, Mr. | 


Colebrook told the examinant (to the beſt of his re- 
1 that he had let Sir William Gordon have 


0 50000. of the receipts of the ſaid inſurance, 2000, 
oy - | 


where! 
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APPE NDY 2. 
whereof was Mr, Colebrook's, and 3000l. he honghe 
in order to accommodate Sir William. 

Mr. Francis Hawes being thereupon examined, 
ſays, that he remembers Sir Milliam Gordon came 
with Mr.'Co/ebroo to the South-ſea-houſe, to the exa- 
minant; and that Mr. Co/ebro0k ſpoke to the exami- 


nant, to recommend Sir William Gordon to Mr. 
Knight, and the examinant believes, upon that appli- 


cation, he did recommend Sir William to Mr. Knight; 
but the examinant cannot remember upon what * 
count. 

And your com. further acquaint the houſe; that 
in the book mentioned in their former report to have 
been delivered into your Com. by the preſent di- 
rectors of the South-fea company, intitled, An ac- 
count of the names of ſuch perſons to whom loans have 
been made on South-ſea ftock, who at that time when 


ſuch loans were made, do nat appear by any books to 


have transferred the flock to ihe Sonth-ſea company, 
for the ſecurity thereof) your Com. do find the names 
of ſeveral of the perſons mentioned in this their re- 


port, contained in the ſaid account, of whoſe names 
as alſo the particular ſums borrowed, and the ſtock 


ſuppoſed to be transferred by them, your Com. tran- 
{cribe out of the ſaid books, as  Tolloweth, viz, 


Dates Sums ſaid to Money lent 
1720 — Borrowers names. be transferred, —— 
7 J. „ 
June 22 Sir Montague Blundel 800 3200 o o 
Aug. 29 Joſeph Banks 1100 |. 4000 00.0 
Fune 10 _u Burridge 2750 | 109955 00 o 
20 Hon, Vin. Chetwynd 10500 | 30000 o o 
— 22 Henry Dracks II00 | 4000 00 o 
—— 10 Captain Forreſter ., FIco, 400 0 o 
May, 30 Pat. Haldane 3800 | 11500 00.0 
June 20 Sir Wilfred Lawſon 1100 4100 00.0 
Aug, 26 The Lord. Rethes 1000 4000 00 
May 11 Edward Rolt 1500 4275 00 
Aug. 29 Thomas Wynn 3300 | 11745 16 
e William Young 2750. : 13300 Yo 
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APPENDIX. 
Four Com. before the order of the houſe for re- 

ceiving this report, had ſeveral examinations relating | 

to tke ſeveral members of this houſe, not mentioned . 
n the account of ſtock fold ; and ſince that order, 
your Com. have taken ſeveral other examinations 
relating to ſome of the ſaid members, and are taking 
farther examinations; wherefore your Com. think 
it proper to confine this report to the members men- 
tioned in the account of ſtock ſold, and will lay 
ſuch other matters as have or ſhall occur to them 
with all convenient ſpeed before the houſe. | 


APPENDIX (B). 


Stock. l - Wi 
Fb. 5 William Burnet 5000150 | 7500 N 
Mar. 2 Tho. Carbonnel © 50000177 J 8875 
— 11 Gen. Harmerſtein 5coo[182 9100 
"FIR Richard Baglis rooo]183%} 1837 10 
Alex. Strahan _ rXooo[196 | 1960 
Ditto | 4000[200 | 8000 
_ Carbonnel 10001272 2720 
Samuel Thompſon 40000285 [11400 
William Burnet  $000[]285 [14250 
29 Tſaac Laſtau 1000308 | 3080 
ſtock 32000 68722 10 


APPENDIX (C). 

| | | _ or Cent, Money | 
Pb. 5 Lieut. Gen. Pepper 409/180 7200 
2 


Thomas Wynn, Eſq; 0001180 | 3600 
Sir Robert Chaplin _  $0001174;| 8725 
Lord Gower per Ed. Gibbon 2000 180 | 3600 
Lord Chetwynd 3000,179 | 5370 
17 Ditto 2000182 3640 


Mar. 


| ! an Cent, Money | E 

Mar, 1 Jon Nobert 15000 178 880 5 1 

ord Lanſdowne per Gibbon 5000180 9000 þ 

Ditto | Zoooſr767| 88225 # 

Edward Rolt, Eſq; 5000 174; 87 I2 10 K 

11 Samuel Tuffnel, Eſq; 5000[182 | groo 5 

17 John Burridge 20000200 4000 f 

21 Col. James $cot Io00[250- | 2500 , 

22 I mo Crocus. Bia: 3000[275. | 8250 a 

Sir Co amfie r | | 1 

| Robert Cn K $1000 275 | 2750 q 
Fobn Banfield per Ditto 10000275 2750 | 

Sir John Bland per Ditto 1000275 2750 af 

Sir Thom.S:abrightperDitto to00[260 2600 a 

William Ghetwynd, Eſq; 4oe0[280 |11206 ' 

Col. Graham  2000ſ280 | 560 a 

23 Sir Wlliam Gordon 4000 276 11040 F 

Thomas Uynn, Eſq; 2000[275 {| 5500 = 

Mar. 23 William Forreſter 10000272 2720 ! 

28 0 Col. Monroe 6000[275 [16500 1 

Pat. Haldane, Eſq; 200002855700 | 

bs Eaward Rolt, Eſq; 8000285 22800 1 
* War 5 25 Sir William Ger don Zoo 300 9 5 
Earl Rothes 20000300 EO 1 

Earl of Eſſex 2000305 | 6100 iq 

Lord Haddington 2000 308 6160 4 

Marg. Vincheſter. 2000 310 6200 - Y 

77 Banks 1000 310 3I00 P 

. lliam Chetwynd, Eſq; 3000 310 9300 7 
10 Col. Montgomery | 2000 315 6300 | 4 
= Thomas Poultney, Eſq; 2000315 6300 5 
Sir Mount. Blundell 2000 318 6360 1 

SN 1 Wilfred * FD 1000320 320 fi 

Cb. Longueville per 2 9 

e,, Jeg | 3250 | 

William Young, Eſq; 3000330 9900 1 

3 Sir William Garew pot . 5 
Robert Chsſier 35 5 

The | 
Har. f 


Hampden. 
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The ſeventh RO 


Was on Hillay the 1 6th of * laſt, deliver- 
| ed to the Commons, as follows, VIZ, 


H E Committee of Ne le ons to 
the inſtruction given them by the houſe on the 
15th of April laſt, that they ſhould inquire what 
public money hath been employed by any treaſiqer, 
caſhier, collector, receiver, or other officer 1 
in the receipt or payment of public money, or of 
any other part of his Majeſty's revenue, or by any 
in truſt for them, or by their order, in buy ing ſtock 
or ſubſcriptions in the South-ſea, or any other com- 
pany, or annuities,” or other parliamentary ſecurities, 
or otherwiſe making uſe of or employing the ſame 
to their private advantage, ſince the iſt day of De- 


cember, 1719, have accordingly proceeded to inquire 


into that matter, and have examined in the moſt ſos 
lemn manner the following perſons; and do lay 
before the houſe the examinations by them taken 
relating thereto, in the words of the examinations 
themſelves. _. 

Mr. Francis Hawes being examined, ſays, that in 
the months of February, March, or April, 1719-20, 
about 25, ooo l. part of: the money received for the 
ſervice of his Majeſty's navy, was laid out in pur- 
chafing 11000 f. South. ſea ſtock, by the order and 
for the uſe of Richard Hampaen, Eſq; I then treaſurer 
of his Majeſty's navy. 

That 50001. part of the faid 1 Gina. Ack, was 


| fold for the benefit of the ſaid Richard Hampden Elq; 
in a very ſhort time after it was bought. That it 
was bought at about 1647. and ſold at about 199%. 


per Cent. that the remaining 60001. ſtands in the 
name of Mr. Thomas Hawes, in truft for the ſaid 


That 


APPENDIX. 


1 hat chere were farther ſums _ out of the mo- 


ney received for the ſervice of his Majeſty's navy, 


by the order, and for the uſe of Mr. Hampden, 


VIZ. | 


For the three ſeveral payments on 3ooo!. firſt . 


ſubſcription, about 3, 600/. 

For the firſt payment on 3ooo!. ſecond ſubſcrip- 
tion, 1200). which laſt mentioned ſubſcription was 
ſold for the ſame money it coſt, for the uſe of Mr. 
Hampden. 


For the firſt payment on 1000/, third ſubſcription, | 
1000J. 


Mr. Thomas Hawes, being examined, ſays, that 


goool. South-ſea ſtock was bought about the middle 
of February, at about 1640. per Cent. by the order 
and for the uſe of Richard Hampden, Eſq; then trea- 


ſurer of his Majeſty's navy, and paid for by his order 


out of the caſh then in the hands of the examinant, 
as caſhier to the ſaid treaſurer of the navy; and the 
fid 5ooo!. ſtock was ſold about the beginning of 
March following, at about 199. per Cent. for the uſe 
of Mr. Hampden. Fa pw. | | 

That the farther ſum of about 6000/7. South-ſea 


ſtock was bought and paid for in like manner, at 


about 92 fl. per Cent. which is now in the examinants 
hands, in truſt for the ſaid Mr. Hampden. 

That 3ooo!. in the firſt money ſubſcription, 3ooo!. 
in the ſecond money ſubſcription, 1000. in the third 
money ſubſcription, and goool. in the fourth money 
ſubſcription, were bought and paid for out of the 
public caſh of the navy, by order and for the uſe of 
the ſaid Mr. Hampden as aforeſaid. | 

Your Com. directed Sir Harcourt Maſter, late 
receiver-general of the land-tax for London and Mid- 
deſex, to lay before them an account of what public 
money he had laid out in ſtock or ſubſcription, or 
otherwiſe applied to his own private uſe; and there- 
upon he laid before your Com. a paper to the effect 
following, viz. N 
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98 A EEE ND IX. 
That he had, in obedience to the order of your 
Com. uſed: his beſt. endeavours to diſtinguiſh parti- 
cularly, what ſums of the public money, he had laid 
out in-ſtock or ſubſcriptions, or bubbles, or applyed 
to any other purpoſe, for his own or any other per- 
ſons private account; but he not having kept any 
accounts of the government's money diſtinct and ſe- 
parate from other monies that were his own, or 
others, that paſſed thro* his hands, he found it im- 
practicable for him to give an account thereof, fo 
particularly as was required, 

That he truly believes he was ſo unhappy as to 
lay out the whole debt due from him to the crown, 
being 37,280), 75, 2d. 3, (as it is ſet forth in the 
particular of his eſtate, delivered to one of the Ba- 

rons of the court of Exchequer) in South-ſea ſtock, 
and in the third and fourth Sou/b-ſea ſubſcriptions, 
on his own account, by which he is a very great 
·ʒĩ:ĩ.,.. 

- Your Com, ſince their report made to the houſe, 
the 22d day of May laſt, concerning the loans ma 
by the South. ſea company, upon ſtock and ſubſcrip- 
tions, have made a further progreſs in that part of 
their inquiry, and do now lay before the houſe ſuch 
examinations as they have taken ſince that report, in 
relation to that matter, in the words of the exami- 
— :: k 

Mr. Samuel Waits being examined, ſays, that from 
the iſt of June, 1720, he has ſerved as clerk in the 
treaſury office of the South-/ea company, under Mr. 

_ Chriſtopher Clayton, in making out the ſeveral books 
relating to loans upon ſtack and ſubſcriptions, the 
account of which had been at firſt entered in three 
original journals, two of them containing the loans 

aon ſtock, and the laſt containing the loans on ſub- 
ſcriptions; all which journals, and all other books 

f e the Toans,. were kept under Mr. Clayton 
care; but Mr, Surman had the power of taking and 

mſpecting them when he thought fit. 
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That from thoſe three original journals, five 
leidgers were made, chiefly by the examinant, and 
partly by Clayton, or ſome other clerk; but the exa- 
minant had inſtructions for what he did from Mr. 
Clayton, and no other perſon; that theſe leidgers were 
marked, A, B, C, D and E. | 

That he has ſometimes. had the ſaid original jour- 
nals in his cuſtody for a day or thereabouts; and the 
examinant obſerved there were many. razures and al- 
terations made in them. That the examinant him- 
ſelf did at ſeveral times, make many, alterations in 


the ſaid leidgers, both in the names and ſums, ac- 


cording to ſeveral papers and inſtructions from time 


to time given him by Clayton, who afterwards too 
ſuch papers from him; and the laſt time he made 


any ſuch alterations, was about the middle of No- 
vember laſt. _ nnn ³ A 

That he made a copy of the ſaid original journals 
of loans on ſubſcriptions, which copy now remains 
in a great cheſt marked No. 2. at the South. ſea houſe, 


where the examinant has ſeen it ſince the new direc- 


tors were choſen. 3 8 
That after that copy was made, two leaves were 


torn out of the ſaid original journal, but by whom 


the examinant cannot tell; and the examinant faw 
Mr. Clayton writing names out of thoſe leaves, and 
he called to the examinant, and told him he believed 
he muſt tear out a leaf from the copy, in order to 
bring in fictitious names. „ ; 


-” 


That in one of the ſaid leaves torn out, there was 
an entry to ſundries 26,0007. which the examinant, 
by Mr. Clayton's order, entered in the ſaid copy in 


26 fictitious names, at 1000/. each; and there being 


another entry of 16007. without any name to it, the 
examinant likewiſe entered that ſum in a fictitious 


name, by Clayton's direction. 


That in the ſame leaf there was ſet down 11, 0001. 
ſtock to Lord Caſtlemain, and 4000). ſtock to Lord 
Londonderry, which Clayton directed the, examinant 

. 3 1 oa #5 a 2 to 
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to alter and enter in fictitious names; but the exa- 
minant could not do it, the paper being wet. 

That about the beginning of November laſt, the 
ſaid five leidgers, marked A,B, C, D and E, were 
copyed alphabetically into four new leidgers, which 


are now kept in the office for public uſe ; and if any 


diſputes ariſe in ſearching into them, the clerks have 
recourſe to the ſaid firſt leidgers. 

That Mr. Clayton did, a little before the meeting 
of the Parliament, bring i into the treaſury-office a 
book, which the examinant believes was Mr. Knight's 
private caſh-book, the examinant having often ſeen 
it, in which, at the head of an account, he ſaw the 
name of Charles Stanhope ; and this examinant ſays, 
that Clayton with a white handle pen-knife, erazed 
the letters in the name Szanhope, in order to make 
it Stangape , but whether Mr. Clayten altered the 
letters with his own hand, or the ezaminant by his 
order, the examinant does not now remember, but 
ſays it was accordingly altered to Stangape. That 


this book had a green cover, was about a foot in 


length, and about two thirds as broad, and an inch 
and an half thick. | 


The ſaid Mr. Clayton being hereupon examined by 


your Com. ſays, he believes there are alterations 


made in the original journals of the loans; that all 


the alterations which the examinant, or any other 


clerk by his order made in thoſe journals, were made 


by the direction of Mr, Knight ; that Mr. Surman 


once, by Mr. Knight's order, directed the examinant 
to alter four names. 
That the examinant directed the akering ſeveral 


large ſums into leſſer ſums; and that he was in- 


| formed by Mr. Knight, that ſuch alterations were 


made at the requeſt of the periogs to whom ſuch 
large ſums were charged. 

That he does not know that ſuch names were 
altered into fictitious names, but that there were 
16 or 21 fictitious names added to the original 

journals; 


, ky 


> 


—— 
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journals; that Mr. Kyight gave the examinant a 
liſt of fuch names, and told him any names 


would do. Ext py 
That all the alterations made in the letters of 


any names, were made by Mr. Knight's order. 
That he does not remember that he ever gave 
directions to any clerk to inſert fictitious names, 


lave the ſaid 16 or 21 names. | | 
That he knows not that the name of any mem- 
ber of Parliament was altered to any other name; 
but Mr. Knight told the examinant that a. large 
lum being ſer down to Lord Caſtlemain, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, that part of ſuch ſum was on the account 
of other perſons, (a liſt of whoſe names his Lord- 
ſhip gave to Mr. Knight) and the ſum at firlt ſet 
down to Lord Caſlemain, was accordingly ſplit 


into leſſer ſums, and ſet down to thoſe perſons. 


That he ſaw the original journals in Mr. Knight's 


_ cuſtody about three days before he went away, but 


has not ſeen them ſince. EY | 
That he has ſeen Mr. K1ighi's green book; 


but he never made any raſure or alteration in it, 
either in any name, or any letter, or part of a 


name in that book, nor ever directed any to be 
made. | 


name (Stanhope) in the ſaid green bock; and de- 
nies, that he ever raſed any letter, or part of a 
letter, or made any alteration in the name (Stan- 
hope) in the ſaid green book. That he cannot be 
poſitive, whether the name (Stanbope) was ever 
raſed or altered in any other book whatſoever. 
But he does not know or remember, that he did 
direct any ſuch raſure or alteration made in the 
ſaid name (Stanhope.) 


That he remembers he did once alter a figure in 


an account in the ſaid green book, when Mr. 


Knight and a Gentleman were ſettling an account 


> 


8 8 3 


| ; * | 
That he does not remember he ever ſaw the 
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in that book; but who the Gentleman was, the 
examinant cannot tell. 

That he does not know but the name of Sir 
William Tomp/on might have been altered to Mr. 
William Tomſſon, and thinks it was altered. That 
he has heard Mr. Knight ſay, that Sir William 
Tompſon complained, thar there was a miſtake in 
his account of the loan, and the examinant re- 


members he faw Sir William Tompſon with Mr. 
Knight in his cloſet. 


That the firſt leidgers of the loans were begun 
to be made from the journal in ſeveral books, 
and in October 1720, thoſe leidgers not being rul- 


ed in a proper manner, there were new leidgers 


Provided, and the examinant believes Sir William 


Tompſon's name was altered in both the ſaid ori- 


ina and new leidgers. 


That the original Journals were made up partly 
by the receipts taken at the transfer book, and 


partly by direction of Mr. Kzight, and ene 


made with him. 


That the numbers of the ſubſeriptions receipts, 
on which tnoney was lent, were entered in the 


Journals; but the examinant believes there were 


ſome errors therein. 
Mr. Clayton being farther examined as to the 


| pre alterations made in the journal of the 


oans, ſays, the name (Brazier) was altered, and 
he believes, that perſon borrowed the money for 


Lord Rofſe. And that there was a letter ſent by 


his Lordſhip, to deſire an alteration might be 


made in that name, and it was accordingly made 


| by Mr. Knight's order. 


That the name (George Baker) was altered to 
(Baber) about the 3oth of Auguſt, or the begin- 


: 15 of September 1720, by Mr. Knight's order. 


hat he believes the ſum charged to Colonel 
Arnot” was altered and _— les, and part Nn 
| N ſum 
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ſum at firſt ſet down to him, charged in other 
names. 


That the ſum charged to Fohn Burridge, Ela; 


Vas likewiſe altered, and made leſs, Mr. Barriage 


telling Mr. Knight that the money lent, was part 
of it on the account of Mr. Bowdige of Lime. 
That the ſum charged to Fobn Barber was leſ⸗ 


fened, and part of it fer down to other perſons. 


That Lord Carpenter” s, Colonel Murray's, and 
Pearſe and company's ſums were altered, there 
being errors in their accounts. 

That the ſum charged to Sir Cefer Child, Was 
leſſened, | 


That he does not remember that there were any 


leaves torn or taken out of the original journals of 


the loans; and ſays, he did not take or tear out 
any. But upon farther recollection, he ſays, there 
were one or two leaves taken out; but ſuch leaves 
did not (as the examinant believes) contain names 
of any perſons, but only a computation of the 
totals of the loans. 

That he does not remember that he ever men- 
tioned to Mr. Watts, that a leaf or leaves muſt be 
taken out of the journal, or the copy of the jour- 
nal, in order to inſert fictitious names, or for any 
other purpoſe. 

That after the loan was cloſed, Mr. Francis 
Eyles (one of the late directors) "applied to the 
Committee of loans, and had a direction for ad- 
ding 18,000). as a loan to him, that ſum having 


been forgot, and that ſum was accordingly added 


to the loan, viz. 14,000/, in the name of the 
faid Mr. Eyles, Ga 4000/7. in the name of Lucy 
Bainton. 


That he verlly believes this ſums charged to 


Lord Lonſdale, 2 Lord Litchfield, were lent 


their Lordſhips, before the loan was clofed, and 


that they transferred ſtock for ſecuring the money 
2 ft rem; 
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The faid Mr. Chriſtopher Clayton being farther 
examined, ſays, that Mr. Samuel Watts was im- 


ployed as a clerk in making out the accounts of 


the loans, and der the direction of this 
examinant, Mill the Committee of loans was * 
pointed. 


That he has nothing to object againſt Mr. Watts's 
credit. 


And being confronted with Mr. Watts, who af- 
firming what he has ſaid in his former examina- 


tion, as to the raſure and alteration of the name 


(Stanhope) into (Stangape) in Mr. Knight's green 
book, and Mr. Watts relating to Mr. Clayton ſe- 
veral circumſtances at the time of ſuch alteration, 
and Mr. Clayton having heard Mr. Wattss exa- 
mination read, he denies that (to the beſt of his 


| Knowledge) he ever did eraſe any letter or part of 


a letter in the name (Stanhope) in the ſaid green 


book, or make or direct to be made any alteration 


in the name (Stanhope) in that book. | 

That (to the beſt of his remembrance) he ne- 
ver did alter the name (Stanhope) into (Stangape ) 
in any other book, or direct any ſuch alteration to 
be made. 


Your Com. having ſhewn the aforegoing exa- 


mination to the ſaid Samuel Watts, and examining 
him farther 1n relation to this matter, in the pre- 
ſence of the ſaid Chriſtopher Clayton, Mr. Watts 


Perſiſts in, and affirms, what he has ſaid in his 


former examination, as to the alteration of the 
name (SYabope) into (Stangape); and farther ſays, 
that when he firſt ſaw in the minutes of the houſe 
of Commons, that the name (S7anhbope) had been 
altered into (Stangape) he verily believed it had 
been the alteration made in Mr. Knight's green 
book, as aforeſaid, and not in the books of Turner 
and company, as he has ſince heard. 

Mr. John Hanſard being examined, ſays, he 
becamd cerned in the South-ſeavhoule about * 

21 
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That about the middle of December laſt, he was 


one of the eight clerks, who were imployed in 


copying four leidgers of the loans, into other new 


leidgers; and that he obſerved many raſures and 
alterations in the leidgers from which they tran- 


ſcribed them, but he cannot remember the Parti- 
cular alterations. 


That there were ſeveral looſe ſheets, which he 


believes were copies of the original journal of the 


loans, to which he and the other clerks imployed 
to copy the ſaid leidgers, had recourſe upon any 
miſtakes; and in thoſe looſe ſheets, the examinant 
obſerved many raſures and alterations. 
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21ſt of Fuly 1720, and was at firſt only imploy- 
ed to number the 3d ſubſcri ws receipts. 


That after the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament be- 


gan, Mr. Knight gave the examinant directions to 
draw out a liſt of the exceedings upon the loans, 


which he did from the leidgers. | 
That Mr. Chriſtopher Clayton was in great inti- 
macy with Mr. Knight, and was appointed clerk 


of the loans, and had the principal direction in 


making out the books of loans. 

That he knows Mr. Samuel Watts, (who was a 
clerk concerned in the loans under Mr. Clayton) 
and takes him to be a perſon of great integrity. 

Mr. Robert Surman being examined, ſays, that 


ſince the inquiry began, the examinant has ſeen 


the original journals of the loans at the South-/za 
houſe; that Mr. Clayton was the clerk appointed 
to take care of the loans, and theſe journals were 
properly under his care. 

That he believes there were ſeveral alterations 
made in theſe original journals, but he believes all 


ſuch alterations were made by Mr. Knigbt's direc- 


tion given to Mr. Clayton, as the firſt clerk, who 
directed the other clerks to make the alterations, 
or elſe made chem himſelf. | 


That 
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That theſe journals were wrote by! ſeveral elerks: 
That all Joans, as well as acijuſtments, were (as 
"the examinant- believes) entered in theſe journalb. 
That the examimant has not ſeen theſe Journals 
ſmce Nr. Kyig ht went a-way. 5 
Phat the original journals were not nde al- 
-phubarically, bat from Yay, to day, as che money 
as lent out. 
That the examinant NONE in two or three 
"Caſts, le that orders from Mr. "Knight to direct 
Mr. Cite to make alterations in the 5 
which the- enaminant rakes to be Where there was 
4 cue charged to particular perſens, exceed. 
che regulations of the loans. 

That Mr. Knight had 'the cuſtody of the ſub. 
-Feription receipts on Which money was lent for 
the months of ume, Fuly, and Auguſt, 1120, . 
and until the Committee of loans was appointed; Je 

and the examinant believes the numbers of thoſe 
recelpts, were entered in the journals of loans. le 

| That ſome of the firſt and ſeeond [ſubſcribers 8 
mot making their firſt payment, Mr. Night laid py 

down the money for them, and took their receipts © 
for his ſecurity, which (as the examinant has heard J 
Mr. Night ſay) brought his caſh under difficulties ; al 
but cneperchiclets ſuch ſubſcribers had a right to © 
borrow, and often did borro of the company G 
3001. per cent. on ſuch ſubſeriptions. 
That the examinant has had Mr. \Rnight's or- 
ders, to direct Mr. Clayton to enter fiftitious names Ne 
zin the Journals of the loans on ſtock, the firit 43 
. commencing at the beginning of the loan and 1 
continued to'May 172 o, the econd carried on to tn 
Midſummer, and the lde to the end of the loan, Ih; 
chete being but one original journal for the whole 
boan upon ſubſcriptions. 72 
That the ſaid original journals were copied al- 
. phabetically, ſome time after the coneluſion of 5 
e journal. Ss OT e 
3 That h. 
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That he remembers he has feen Mr. Knight 
and Mr. Clayton together, N alterations in 
lo 


the faid original journals «df the loans, and has 
heard Mr. Knight direct Clayton to make alterati- 
ons therein and enter fictitious names. 

Mr. George 'Wooly, Mr. James Otiey, and Mr. 
Stepben Criſp, being examined, ſay, they were em- 


ployed under Mr. Chriſtopher Clayton, in making 


out the leigders - of the loans, which 'they accord- 


ingly. did from foul journals, which "they do not 


believe were the original journals, nor c they 
ever ſee the originals, to their knowledge: That 
Mr. Clayton was the perſon who had the orice 
direction in making out the account of the loans. 

That the examinants did, by Mr. Claytoms di- 
rection, make ſeveral alterations in the ſaid foul 
journals. 


That the paper annexed to their examination, 


(che three columns of which are intitled, alterati- 


ons made in names on the loan, tbrations made 
in ſums on the loan, names and ſums added to the 


loan, which were not in the copy of the original 


journal) contains a full and true account of all ſuch 
alterations made in the ſaid four journals, as they 
can now remember, a copy of which paper your 


Com. have annexed in an appendix to this their 


report, 

Mr. Charles Clart being examined by your 
Com. (at the requeſt of George Baker, Eſq;) — 
that George Baker, Eſq; member of Parliament, 
ſet out from London to the county of Dirham, on 
the 23d of February 1719, where (the examinant 
verily believes) he continued till November 17203 


which the examinant can the better depoſe, be- 


cauſe on the ſaid 23d of February 1719, Thomas 
Conyers, Eſq; and this examinant were witneſſes to 
the execution of an agreement by the faid Mr. 


Baker ; and this examinant very well remembers 
_ that he dined that day with Mr, Baker, and after- 


wards 
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wards ſaw him take poſt; and the examinant cor- 
reſponded weekly with the ſaid Mr. Baker, from 
that time till Auguſt 1720, when this examinant 
likewiſe went into the county of Durham, and 
there was frequently in company with the ſaid Mr, 
Baker, till the latter end of October 1720. 

And now your Com. find themſelves under a 


_ neceſſity of cloſing their inquiry into the matters 


referred to them, by reaſon of the abſence of Mr. 
Knight, who appears to have been principally, 
and in many inſtances ſolely, intruſted in the exe- 
cution of this black and deſtructive South-Sea 


| ſcheme. 


Alterations made i in the names on he loan. 


George Brace, 


Tomas Butler, Eſq; from Thomas Bottler, Ec, 


Seorge Baker, to George Baber, 


William Philips, to William Phipps, - 


S | Sir William J. bomfſon, to Mr. William Thompſon. 


In the ſubſcription ;oornal 


5 John Ader, to John Arkerly, | 
William Henry, to William Henryſon. 


3 made in ſums on the loan. 


Col. John Arnot, Benjamin Collyer, | 


Richard Arlington, jun. Lord Caftlemain, 

Robert Brooke, Richard Flemming, 

Jobn A M. P. James Gibbs, 
Henry Burford, Col. Murray, 

John Barber, 6 Thomas March, 
Lord Carpenter, Fohn Seaward, 

Alexander Chocke, Pearce and company. 


Sir * Child. 


Names 
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Names and ſums added to the loan, that were not 
in the copy of the original journal 


ſtock, money, 

J. l. 
Thomas Arnot, Eſqz ——— — 2000 Zooo 
John Bowdidge, =——— —— ——— 1000 4000 


Lucy Bainton, — . 000 4000 
George Churchey, ——— ——— — Tooc 4000 


Gilbert Barnet, ——— —— — 3000 13000 


Mary Cookſon, — Io 5400 
Thomas Carrington. ——— 1000 4000 
John Coltman, — — — L000 4000 
Capt. Davidſon, — —— ——— L100 9900 
Francis Eyies, Eſq; ——— ——— ——— 3500 14000 
Charles Edgerton, — — Io000 3000 
Thomas Foytowne, — — 10oo 4000 
Thomas Gammm, — — T0000 4000 
Milliam Gore, Eſq; — loco 4000 
Counteſs Dowager of Gainsborough, —— 3000 12000 


A hs Herbert, — r— 200 8009 
H. Robert Herbert, ——— — —.: 500 I250 
Elizabeth Hawey, — 10ooo 4000 
Edward Hardy, — — —— L000 4000 
Laurence Holdford, — — — 2200 40 
Thomas Feffertun,.— — —— 1000 4000 


James King, Eſq; ——— !.. — loco 4000 
Henry Knowles, Eſq; ;: — Icoo 4000 
James Lany, — — 100 40 O0 
Lord Litchfield, ———— :.:.k⁊ů̈L“w 2000 Sooo 
lſaac Lonffs, — .(k(-'⸗ͥ2Q»ĩñ U — 100 4000 
Lord Lonſdale, — — J000 4000 
Lord Lempſter, —ů wc oo 4000 
Edmond Morton, 
James Port. — —— 1000] 4000 
James Win, — — —— lo | 4000 
Thomas Daſh, — ki L000 4000 


Danisl Randall. ———— -———— T1000 4000 
Francis Symonds. — T.;; 1000 4000 
Ihomas Tower, ——— — —— 1000 4000 


James Tenant, 
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John Valiant, — — — 1000 4000 
Edward Wainwright, - — — — 1000 | 4000 
Thomas Tale, 1000 | 4009 
Thomas Yarboreugh, — — — 1000 4000 


— — 


50,4Q9..} 203950 


— 


Subſcription. | 


Thomas Carrington... ͥ — 2000 | 6900 
Fobn Coltmgn, —— ua ————— - 2000 6000 


215950 


The End of the E16nTu VorLvump. 


